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Located atop protected,, wooded peak in Sleeping Giant State Park. Access 
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17. OTHER NOTA3La FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior aad/or txurior)

The tower atop the peak of the ridge known as the left thigh in 
Sleeping Giant State Park is an ambitious open four-tier Romanesque 
structure of dressed rubble fieldstone set on a stone terrace. Square 
tower with arched openings has a cantilevered parapet set with 
hexagonal corner towers. A one-story flat-roofed ell houses the 
comfort facility with vault toilets. Interior floors are reinforced 
concrete, as is the observation deck/roof. Access up the tower is via 
ramps original to the building rather than steps. The handsomely 
proportioned structure is well-preserved, although the wooden shed 
roof that sheltered the stone terrace is gone. Some structural cracks 
and mortar failure need attention.
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Sleeping Giant State Park is the product of years of effort by 
many individuals and agencies concerned with the preservation of the 
prominent trap rock ridge in the Mount Carmel section of Hamden. The 
area takes its name from the fact that the undulating ridge is shaped 
like a huge body in the prone position. The various peaks are 
referred to as the head, thigh, etc. It has been a popular 
recreational area since * the mid-nineenth century, affording an 
excellent view of the surrounding contryside. In 1924 Professor 
James Tourney of the Yale School of Forestry revived his pre-World War 
I plan to secure the Giant for a public park and started the Sleeping 
Giant Park Association. The new organization had to move quickly to 
realize its goal because trap rock quarrying was starting to eat away 
at the Giant. In 1925 the association turned over the 197 acres it 
had acquired through donation and purchase to the State of Connecticut 
Park and Forest Commission. (see continuation sheet)

Sachse, Nancy. The Sleeping Giant Story. The Sleeping Giant Park 
Association, 1982.

DEP. Bureau of state Parks & Recreation. Historical File: Sleeping Giant
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The association continued to work diligently to secure the rest of the 
ridge, but the quarrying continued and at times it looked as if the 
organization would not be successful. Finally, through legal action, 
the association was able to prevent quarrying, and in 1933 it bought 
out the quarry company's lease thus ensuring the preservation and 
public use of the mountain. The association is still active.

The state and the association worked with the Depression-era federal 
relief programs to develop the park. In 1933 the 10'-wide road up the 
mountain was started by the Works Progress Administration (WPA) and 
was completed in 1937. When the stone cabin at the top of the 
mountain accidentally burned in 1935, plans were immediately developed 
for an impressive stone tower/pavilion to be built by the WPA. The 
handsome Romanesque tower, the most ambitious of the three major 
mountaintop observation towers in the state system, was completed in 
1937 by workmen under the supervision of Harry Webb. In addition to 
the 30' high observation deck, the structure has rooms, some with 
fireplaces, and comfort facilities, making it a multi-function 
building rather than solely a lookout. It stands basically unaltered 
and is the second largest state park structure built by federal relief 
labor. It is unlikely that such a monumental structure would have 
been possible without the federal assistance, and like Rocky Neck, 
Sleeping Giant State Park is a tribute to the federal, state, and 
private sector cooperation it took to create a public park in a 
congested area.

Verbal Boundary Description and Justification

The tower is located in a 1,447-acre state park. The nominated 
acreage includes the structure situated in the center of a circle with 
a radius of 400' which provides a representation of its historic 
wooded setting atop one of the ridges in the park.
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Addendum: Connecticut State Park and Forest Depression-Era Federal Work Relief Programs 
Structures Thematic Resource

Hamden: Sleeping Giant Tower

Acreage: 6.5 acres

Correction: Verbal Boundary Description and Justification

The tower is located in a 1,447-acre state park. The nominated acreage 
includes the structure situated in the center of a circle with a radius 
of 300' which provides a representation of its historic wooded setting 
atop one of the ridges in the park.

This correction has been made because it was determined that the reduction 
of acreage would adequately represent the historic setting of the subject 
property.
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