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1. Name of Property 

Rock Methodist Episcopal Church historic name 

other names Christ Rock United Methodist Church; D-585 

2. Location 

street & number 

city or town 

state Maryland 

2403 Maryland Route 16 

Cambrid •e 

code MD 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

county - -------Dorchester code 019 

D not for publication 

x vicinity 

zip code _2_1_6_1_3 __ _ 

· As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this nomination 0 
request for determination of ellglblllty meets t~e docurn~ntatlon standards for reg istering properties in t~e. National Register oj,Historic 
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth In 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion , the property 10' meets O does 
not meet the National Register criteria . I recommend that this property be considered significant O nationally D statewidE{iOJocally. (0 
See cont ua · n sheet for additional comments). 

'f -/7-1'1: 
Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. (0 See continuation sheet for additional comments). 

Signature of certifying official/Title 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

4. National Park Service Certification 

I herA.y, certify that this property is: 
'iir"e-ntered in the National Register. 

O See continuation sheet. 
0 determined eligible for the National 

Register. 
0 See continuation sheet. 

0 Determined not eligible for the National 
Register. 

0 removed from the National Register. 
0 other (explain): 

Date 

Date of Action 



Rock Methodist Episcopal Church (D-585) 
Name of Property 

5. Classification 

Ownership of Property 
(Check as mc1ny boxes as apply) 

x private 

D public-local 
D public-State 
D public-Federal 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box) 

x building(s) 

D district 
D · site 

D structure 

D object 

Name of related multiple property listing 

(Enter "NIA" if property is not part of a multiple property listing) 

NIA 

6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions 
(Enter cc1tegories from instructions) 

RELIGION/religious facility 
FUNERARY/cemetery 

7. Description 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

MID-19th CENTURYNemacular 

LATE VICTORIAN/Gothic 

Narrative Description 

Dorchester County, Maryland 
County and State 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count) 

Contributing Noncontributing 
_ _ _ ___ ! ___ ______ buildings 

I sites ----------------
structure s ------- ---------

--------------- objects 
2 0 Total --------------- -

number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register 

0 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

RECREATION AND CULTURE/Museum 

Materials 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

foundation Brick ---C..-----'-------- - -----
w a II s Wood/Weatherboard 

roof 
other 

SYNTHETICS/ Asphalt 

{Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets) 



Rock Methodist Episcopal Church, D-585 
Name of Property 

8. Statement of Significance 

Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for 
National Register listing) 

D A Property is associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad pattern of our 
history. 

D B Property associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

x C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a 
type, period, or method of construction or represents 
the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity 

whose components lack individual distinction. 

D D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply) 

Property is: 

~ A owned by a religious institution or used for religious 
purposes. 

□ B removed from its original location. 

□ C a birthplace or grave. 

□ D a cemetery. 

□ E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

□ F a commemorative property. 

□ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets) 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

Bibliography 

Dorchester County, Maryland 
County and State 

Area of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Architecture 

Period of Significance 

1875-1911 

Significant Dates 

1875 , c. 1889, 1910-11 

Significant Person 
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

Cultural Affiliation 

Architect/Builder 

Unknown 

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets) 

Previous documentation on files (NPS): 

D preliminary determination of individual listing (36 
CFR 67) has been requested 

D previously listed in the National Register 
D previously determined eligible by the National Register 
D designated a National Historic Landmark 
D recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

# ----------------
□ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record 

# --- -------------

Primary location of additional data: 

D State Historic Preservation Office 
D Other State agency 
D Federal agency 
D Local government 
D University 
D Other 

Name of repository: 
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Name of Property County and State 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property 

UTM References 

_A~p~p_ro_x_im_ a_te~ly.__1_.5_a_c_r_es ___________ Cambridge, MD USGS quad 

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 
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□ See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet) 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet) 

11. Form Prepared By 

Paul Baker Touart, Architectural Historian 

Private Consultant date 4.23.2012 

I 

name/title 

Organization 

street & number 

city or town 

Cedar Hill, Box 5 telephone ________ _ 

Westover 

Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items With the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 

state Maryland 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 

zip code _2_1_8_7_1 _ _ _ _ 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional Items 
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 
(Co111plete tt,is item at the request of SHPO or FPO) 

name Friends of Stanley Institute, Inc. Attention: Mr. Herschel Johnson 

street & number P. 0. Box 1199 - ----------------------- telephone 410-228-6657 

city or town Cambridge state Maryland zip code 21613-5199 

Paperwork Reduction Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et. seq.). 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect 
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 
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Rock Methodist Episcopal Church, D-585 

Name of Property 

Dorchester County, Maryland 

County and State 

Rock Methodist Episcopal Church, currently known as Christ Rock United Methodist Church, 
stands on the south side of the intersection of Maryland Route 16 (Church Creek Road) and Rock 
Drive, west of Cambridge, Dorchester County, Maryland. The single-story, Gothic Revival 
frame church, erected in four periods of construction from 187 5 to 1911, faces north with the 
gable roof oriented on a north/south axis. Supported on a brick pier foundation, the exterior is 
clad with plain weatherboard siding. Rising on the northeast comer of the church is a two-story, 
pyramidal-roofed entrance tower. The sides of the frame church are marked by a variety of 
pointed-arch window openings filled with colored glass. A cemetery surrounds the church on a 
wooded, 1-1/2 acre lot. 

General Description: 

Supported on a brick pier foundation, Rock Methodist Episcopal Church is a single-story, three­
bay by four-bay frame structure standing at 2403 Maryland Route 16 (Church Creek Road) 
approximately one mile west of the city limits of Cambridge, Dorchester County, Maryland. 
Fixed in the northwest comer of the front pier is a marble datestone inscribed, "Rock M. E. 
Church, Built 1875, Rebuilt 1889-1911." The Gothic Revival frame church is covered with plain 
weatherboards, and a medium pitched gable roof is sheathed with asphalt shingles. 

The original 1875 timber frame church structure, measuring approximately 25' by 30,' is 
crafted with a combination of hewn and sawn surfaces, visible in the crawl space and within the 
unfinished attic space above the sanctuary. The hewn sills of the original church, combined 
with a center summer beam, support floor joists that have a combination of hand hewn and 
reciprocal sawn sides. The joists measure 2 ½" by 6." The underside of the flooring boards 
that span these joists are of random widths with some measuring 10" to 12." The first addition 
to the 1875 structure, executed around 1889, enlarged the original building to the rear by 
approximately 6 feet. There are distinct shifts in the sill size and finish as well as the sizes and 
finishes of the joists and flooring. The joist size is on average 1 ¾" by 8" and have circular saw 
kerf marks. The flooring that spans these joists is a regular 3" width tongue and grove material. 
The 1910-11 addition, which extended the church to the south with a Sunday School room on the 
first floor and a choir loft above, is built with a lighter weight sill, which is sawn on four sides 
with 1 ¾" by 8" joists supporting random width tongue-and-groove flooring. 

The north (main) elevation is an asymmetrical fa9ade with an entrance and bell tower on 
the northeast comer. On the first floor of the tower, replacement metal raised-panel double 
doors are fitted within a pointed arch door opening. Fixed above the double doors is a round 
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arched transom. The wall surface above the entrance is marked by a round window with 
quartered panes of colored glass. Capping the tower is a medium pitched pyramidal roof of 
asphalt shingles. Trimming the base of the tower is a modest Victorian bracketed cornice. 
Fixed between the tower and the gable roof of the sanctuary is a shed roofed cricket that diverts 
water away from collecting in the valley between the tower and main gable roof. The north 
elevation of the main block is defined by three pointed arch windows filled with colored glass. 
The larger center window, formerly the location of the main entrance in the 1875 church, is 
wider and slightly taller than the flanking lancet style windows. The top of the gable-front wall 
is finished with an extended eave, enclosed soffits, and returns at the lower comers. 

The side elevations are defined by pointed arch lancet windows. The windows on the 
west side elevation are original to the late nineteenth century structure, while the windows on the 
east side are late twentieth century replacements. A seam in the cornice on each side indicates 
where the 1889 structure ends and the single-bay 1910-11 addition begins. Single flue brick 
stove stacks pierce the side walls and rise through small cross gables. On the east side there is a 
four-panel door as a side entrance that provides access to the Sunday School room, and a two­
over-two sash window partially lights the choir loft above. A small square window lights one of 
the two bathrooms on the first floor. 

The south (rear) wall of the 1889 structure was completely covered when the church was 
extended in 1910-11, and small pointed arch apse windows were reused on the south wall. A 
round colored glass window the upper gable end was probably also relocated from the back wall 
or apse of the 1889 structure. 

The interior of the church retains a very large percentage of its late nineteenth century 
architectural fabric intact. The sanctuary is entered through a small vestibule in the tower that is 
trimmed with a mixture of late nineteenth century and early twentieth century replacement 
beaded tongue-and-groove wainscoting. Above the wainscoting, the original plaster has been 
replaced with wallboard. Fixed in the ceiling of the vestibule is a beaded board hatch that 
provides access to an unfinished tower interior. A pair of late nineteenth-century doors with a 
heavy ogee panel molding is framed by a bulls-eye block surround. These doors were cut down 
and reused from a former location. The outer, vertical edges of the doors were rounded so that 
they would swing on pivots. Evidence of the former hinge locations is clearly visible. 

The sanctuary has a balcony at its north end. Two blocks of Victorian pews are divided 
by a center aisle. Trimming the perimeter of the sanctuary is vertical beaded board tongue-and­
groove wainscoting with a plaster wall finish above. Fixed on each side wall is an interior brick 
stove stack serving Monogram oil-fired space heaters. The north end balcony is supported by 
square posts, and a turned baluster staircase rises to the upper level seating. A small tongue-



NPS Form 10-900-a 
(8-86) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section ..L Page ~3 __ 

0MB Approval No. 1024-0018 

Rock Methodist Episcopal Church, D-585 

Name of Property 

Dorchester County, Maryland 

County and State 

and-groove beaded board door provides access to the storage space underneath the first landing. 
The altar end of the sanctuary is defined by a semi-circular platform accented by a low, turned 
baluster railing. There are two tiers to the platform, and the original Victorian pulpit is backed 
by a decorative set of four beaded tongue-and-grove panels. The upper two panels have 
diagonally set tongue-and-groove boards. To each side of the pulpit platform are shallow four­
panel doors leading to the Sunday School room. Fixed in the southwest comer of the Sunday 
School room is a narrow staircase leading to the choir loft. The choir loft has an open front 
marked by decorated posts and .a low, turned baluster railing. The Sunday School room on the 
first floor is a low ceiling room with two mid twentieth century bathrooms located on its east 
side. Defining the south wall of the Sunday School room are the two pointed arch colored glass 
windows flanking a center door. 

The cemetery is located to the south of the church in a grove of trees. There are several 
dozen marble markers, and many of the graves have above-ground concrete covers. 
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Rock Methodist Episcopal Church is significant under Criterion C for its architecture, as a 
representative example of church design endorsed by the Board of Church Extension of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The period 
of significance, 1875-1911, spans the period during which the church achieved its historic and 
current form and appearance. 

Rock Methodist Episcopal Church meets Criteria Consideration A (Religious Property) because 
its significance stems principally from its architecture. The building ceased to be used for 
religious services in the 1990s. 
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Built in three principal stages, the timber frame, Gothic Revival style structure was erected 
initially in 1875 with successive modifications in 1889 and 1910-11. All three dates are 
recorded on a marble datestone fixed in the northwest corner foundation pier. With a confirmed 
architectural history that begins in 1875, it is one of the oldest surviving post-Civil War African­
American churches on the lower Eastern Shore. Waves of modifications, consistent with the 
over-riding principles and recommendations of the Methodist Episcopal denomination 
nationally, affected and influenced the space and style changes that transformed the original 
gable-front frame church building. The sanctuary of this church has experienced only a few 
alterations since its enlargement and reworking between 1889 and 1911. A balcony, reached by 
a quarter turn staircase, dominates the north end interior while a raised platform altar, altar 
furniture and choir loft above are principal features of the south end. The choir loft and Sunday 
School room below, along with the front corner tower, were part of the modifications to the 
church during the early twentieth century. 

The enlargement and restyling of the church exterior and interior in 1889, as well as the 
further expansion of the building in 1910-11 with an asymmetrical entrance tower, and rear 
Sunday School room and choir loft, point to the prominent trends inherent in the Methodist 
denomination nationally. During the late nineteenth century, the Board of Church Extension of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church published catalogues of architectural plans for churches and 
parsonages which influenced greatly rural congregations across the Eastern Shore. While the 
architectural form and decoration of the tower and Gothic arched windows do not repeat exactly 
pattern-book designs, they easily evoke the intent to follow in the design recommendations 
espoused by the national leadership. The choir loft and Sunday School room addition speak to 
the growth and importance of these two congregational functions. The African-American 
congregations on the Eastern Shore are especially known for the key role that the choir and 
congregational singing had in their worship services. The property includes a cemetery dating to 
the period of use, beginning during the post-Civil War years.Rock Methodist Episcopal Church 
stands prominently on the south side of Maryland Route 16 at the intersection of several county 
roads across the highway from the Stanley Institute, a post-Civil War school building now used 
as a n:mseum for the history of African-American education in Dorchester County, Maryland. 
The school and church are closely linked historically as they were established during the decade 
following the Civil War. Oral traditions within the church membership trace the early formation 
of a congregation in this community to 1867 when a small buildinf was relocated from the 
village of Church Creek and jointly used as a school and a chapel. Within five years, a building 
committee was established to erect a church separate from the school, and in August 187 4 a half-

1 Christ Rock United Methodist Church, 1875-1900, Memorial Booklet, 1990, p. 10. 
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acre parcel of the Bellfield tract was transferred by Thomas J. and Francis S. Dail, residents of 
the Baltimore, to Samuel Harris, Jon Comish, Elisha Jolly, Lawrence Comish and Josiah 
Marine.2 According to the marble datestone set in the foundation pier, the original section of this 
church was erected the following year. Also recorded on the datestone are two additional dates 
and the word, "Rebuilt, 1889 and 1911." Fabric analysis of the structural frame confirms that the 
1875 church, a 25' by 30' timber frame structure, survives and is masked by a uniform interior 
and exterior finishes. The initial single story timber frame church had a center, gable-front 
entrance and most likely two sash windows on each side. The windows were most likely of 
multi-pane lights with clear glass. Potentially, the only surviving interior elements of the 1875 
church are the turned baluster altar rail and paneled pulpit. The paneled sides of the pulpit are 
enriched with 1870s ogee panel moldings, and the balusters of the altar rail are executed with 
turnings typical of post-Civil War stair rail baluster profiles. It is clear the altar rail has been cut 
and modified several times in its history of use. 

In 1889, the original gable-front frame church was enlarged approximately six feet to the 
south, and stylish Gothic arched, colored glass lancet windows were installed on each lateral 
wall; three to a side and one on each side of the center entrance. The entire exterior was 
resheathed with new weather boards, 3 and new brick piers were installed under the lengthened 
structure. The cornices were reworked with extended eaves and returns. On the inside of each 
lateral wall single flue chimney stacks were erected to accommodate stoves. The interior was 
extensively restyled with vertical beaded board wainscoting, new plaster above the wainscoting. 
A balcony was stretched across the north end. Centered in the south gable end was a three sided 
apse that featured small lancet windows on each side of a round arched window. 

In 1910-11, the church was enlarged a second time with a Sunday School room and choir 
loft addition, which necessitated eliminating the three-sided apse that defined the south end. In 
an effort to repeat popular Gothic architectural traditions embraced by the national Methodist 
Episcopal Church, a two-story entrance tower was erected on the northeast comer. The 
construction of the entrance tower made the old center, gable-end entrance obsolete, and it was 
closed up and converted into a Gothic arched window. The seams in the exterior weatherboards 
and the shift inside of the type of wainscoting indicate the position of the former entrance. 

In its original configuration, a board partition enclosed the balcony staircase, which was 
modified with the installation of a turned newel post, turned balusters, and a molded handrail 
during the 1910-11 period of construction. Similar turned work is found in the choir loft, also 
dating to the same time. The rear addition required the removal of the apse, and the colored 
glass windows were reused in the south wall of the extended structure. The altar area was 

2 Dorchester County Land Record, FJH 10/93, 12 August 1874, Dorchester County Courthouse, Cambridge, Maryland. 
3 All exposed sections of weatherboarding appear to date from the late nineteenth century rebuilding of the church. 
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reworked with diagonal matched, tongue-and-groove beaded boards that infilled the section 
formerly occupied by the apse. The altar was raised at that time in a two tiered form. 
According to the church history, the 1910-11 addition was executed by contractor, R. B. Dixon 
of Easton. 

The church remained the same size until the mid-twentieth century. During the ministry 
of Reverend Theasdar Murray (1956-1968) a single story concrete block church hall was erected 
by Alfred Foster and James Opher of Cambridge. It was also during this period that a layer of 
insulation was applied to the exterior and covered with gray asphalt shingles (since removed). 
A fire that emanated from the east stove chimney damaged a large section of the roof. Active 
use of the building as a church ceased during the late 1990s when problems surfaced with the 
renewal and improvement of the septic system. 

In 2011 the Friends of Stanley Institute undertook a program of restoration to reuse the 
church as a public historic site and museum. 
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Christ Rock United Methodist Church, 1875-1990, "History of Christ Rock United Methodist 
Church," pp. 10-12, 1990. 

Private files of Christ Rock United Methodist Church, on site in church filing cabinet. 

Touart, Paul Baker. Historic Structures Report for Christ Rock United Methodist Church, 
1.2010. 



NPS Form 10-900-a 
(8-86) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section _jQ_ Page _1 __ 

Geographical Data 

Verbal Boundary Description: 

0MB Approval No. 1024-0018 

Rock Methodist Episcopal Church, D-585 

Name of Property 

Dorchester County, Maryland 

County and State 

The nominated property is shown as Parcel 140 on Dorchester County Tax Map 41, and recorded 
among the Land Records of Dorchester County in Liber 00851, folio 00210. 

Boundary Justification: 

The nominated property, approximately 1.5 acres, comprises the entire parcel historically 
associated with the property, encompassing the church building and cemetery within a setting of 
mature trees. 
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National Register of Historic Places 
Memo to File 
 

Correspondence 
The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes 
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of 
Historic Places received associated with the property. 
Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of 
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the 
property. 



REQUESTED ACTION: 

UNITED STATED DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

RESUBMISSION 

PROPERTY 
NAME: 

Rock Methodist Episcopal Church 

MULTIPLE 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MARYLAND, Dorchester 

DATE RECEIVED: 04/18/14 
DATE OF 16 th DAY: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 13000968 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

DATE OF PENDING LIST: 
DATE OF 45 th DAY: 06/04/14 

APPEAL: 
OTHER: 

N 
N 

DATA PROBLEM: N 
PDIL N 

LANDSCAPE: N 
PERIOD: N 

LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 

REQUEST: Y SAMPLE: 

COMMENT WAIVER: 

/ ACCEPT 

N 

RETURN 

ABSRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

REJECT 5 / ig/ <).d /'f DATE --'-- ,- -------

0 Y\ MA ~i6S; 6~ , -f h'2 'f)di/rr,e_ /rYJfJ ~ C rvJMt& 1 ao 4 lA,U} t eJ ~ OlM! ~iw,vY' S MJ 
J~ D-ld-4(io,3, -h ~f !td ~.Q cJ".t1,vch1 

S fu!Jlc/lAL Jt)C/lr¾R. J. C.v,·tWtt {<JY1sidD,,~ 

A hon ~ ~ ~ tlA.J W-lwvJ !Hf; I~ kt1xJ . 

RECOM./CRITEREA_ 4_-C(--=--->-!eftl'--'-~G~ - - - - - -

REVIEWERRM AaMtA/) DISCIPLINE Hr·s tdYia,m 
TELEPHONE --- - --- - --- DATE s-,/&-rf /2. ()/~ 
DOCUMENTATION see attsched comments Y/N 

If a nomination is returned to the nominating authority, the nomination is 
no longer under consideration by the NPS. 



• . • . 

Ma,tin O Mallry 
Governor 

Antho,ry G. Brown 
Lt. Governor 

/WarJ,tc1nd Department of Planning 

Mr. J. Rodney Little 
Director, State Historic Preservation Officer 
Maryland Historical Trust 
I 00 Community Place 
Crownsville, MD 21032-2023 

August 27, 2012 

STATE CLEARINGHOUSE RECOMMENDATION 
State Application Identifier: MD20120601-0412 
Applicant: Maryland Historical Trust 
Project Description: Historic Nomination: Christ Rock U.M. Church 
Project Location: County(ies) of Dorchester 
Approving Authority: U.S. Department of the Interior DOJ/NPS 
CFDA Number: 15.914 
Funds: Federal: $ 0.00 State: $ 0.00 Local: $ 0.00 Other: $ 0.00 
Recommendation: Consistent 

Dear Mr. Little: 

Richard Eberha,t Hall 
Secretary 

Matthew]. Po111er 
Deputy Secretary 

In accordance with Presidential Executive Order 12372 and Code of Maryland Regulation 34.02.01.04-.06, the 
State Clearinghouse has coordinated the intergovernmental review of the referenced project. This letter constitutes 
the State process review and recommendation. This recommendation is valid for a period of three years from the 
date of this letter. 

Review comments were requested from the Maryland Department(s) of Natural Resources, Transportation, 
Dorchester County, and the Ma1yland Department of Planning. As of th is date, the Maryland Depa1tment(s} of 
Transportation, and Dorchester County have not submitted comments. 

The Maryland Department(s) of Natural Resources and the Maryland Department of Planning found this project to 
be consistent with their plans, programs, and objectives. 

The State Application Identifier Number must be placed on any correspondence pertaining to this project. The 
State Clearinghouse must be kept informed if the approving authority cannot accommodate the recommendation. 

Please remember, you must comply with all applicable state and local laws and regulations. If you need assistance 
or have questions, contact the State Clearinghouse staff person noted above at 410-767-4490 or through e-mail at 
mbarnes@mdp.state.md.us. Also please complete the attached form and return it to the State Clearinghouse 
as soon as the status of the project is known. Any substitutions of this form must include the State Application 
Identifier Number. This will ensure that our files are complete. 

3() 1 U: isl Pn•.r/011 S1m,t • Suit,· 11 () I • flalti11111n•. , \:f 111)'!a11d l I lO I -~• JO 5 

'Jp/,1/;ho11,•: 4l0. 76::'.4 'iOO • Ft1x: 410. :6~.4480 • 'Ji,!! /~re,•: 1.8::. :6 7.6:..':~' • TfY [ i.,,.,:,.: ,\.I,11y/r111d Rrl,!J' 
l11temt'I: l'l,11111i11g .• \la1r!,111rl .. r;ov 



Mr. J. Rodney Little 
August 27, 2012 
Page2 

• • 
Thank you for your cooperation with the MIRC process. 

LCJ:MB 
Enclosure(s) 
cc: National Register 

Greg Golden - DNR 
Melinda Gretsinger - MOOT 

l 2-0412_CRR.CLS.doc 

Sincerely, 

~l~~~ 
Linda C. Janey, J.D., Assistant Secretary 

Steven Dodd- DRCH 
Tracey Gordy - MDPLL 



• • 
1\1artin O'Malley 

Governor 

Maryland Department of Planning 
lvfaryland Historical Trust 

Anthony G. Brown 
Lt. Gove,nor 

Friends of Stanley Institute, Inc. 
P.O. Box 1199 
Cambridge, Maryland 21612-5199 
Attention: Mr. Herschel Johnson 

September 13, 2012 

RE: CHRIST ROCK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
Dorchester County, Maryland 

Dear Mr. Johnson: 

Richard Eberhart H,,/1 
Seaefllry 

:'v!iltthm, j. Power 
Depu,y Secretary 

The Christ Rock United Methodist Church will be considered by the Governor's Consulting 
Committee for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places on Tuesday, October 16, 2012. The 
National Register is the official list of historic properties recognized by the Federal Government as worthy of 
preservation for their significance in American history, architecture, archaeology, engineering, and culture. In 
Maryland, the nomination process is administered by the Maryland Historical Trust. Enclosed you will find a 
copy of the criteria under which properties are evaluated for I isting. The meeting will be held at the Maryland 
State Archives, 350 Rowe Blvd, Annapolis, Maryland, beginning at 10:00 a.m. You are welcome to attend 
this meeting. 

Listing in the National Register results in the following for historic properties. 

1. Consideration in planning for Federal. federaUy or state funded, licensed and ass i ted 
projects. Federal and state legislation requires that Federal agencies allow the Advisory Council on 
Historic Preservation and state agencies, including the Maryland Historical Trust, opportunity to 
comment on all projects affecting historic properties listed in the National Register. For further 
information please refer to Section 36, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 800 and Annotated Code of 
Maryland, State Finance and Procurement Article, Section 5A-323 et seq. or call the Office of 
Preservation Services of the Maryland Historical Trust at ( 410) 514-7630. 

2. Eligibility for Federal tax provisions. If a property is listed in the National Register, certain 
Federal tax provisions may apply. The Tax Reform Act of 1986 revises the historic preservation tax 
incentives authorized by Congress in the Tax Reform Act of 1976, the Revenue Act of 1978, the Tax 
Treatment Extension Act of 1980, the Economic Recovery Tax Act of 1981, and the Tax Reform Act 
of 1984, and as of January l, 1987, provides for a 20 percent investment tax credit with a full 
adjustment to basis for rehabilitating historic commercial, industrial, and rental residential buildings. 
The former 15 percent and 20 percent Investment Tax Credits (ITCs) for rehabilitation of older 

100 Community P!t1ce Cruwnsville, :vl11rylt1nd 21032-2023 
Telephone: 410.514.7600 Fax: 410.987.4071 Toi! f'ree: 1.800.756.0119 TTV Usi:rs: M,11ylt1nd Rel,ty 

Internt't: www. m,11y/11ndhistorict1!tmst. net 



• • 
Page 2 

commercial buildings are combined into a single IO percent ITC for commercial or industrial 
buildings built before 1936. 

The Tax Treatment Extension Act of 1980 provides Federal tax deductions for charitable 
contributions for conservation purposes of partial interests in historically important land areas or 
structures. Whether these provisions are advantageous to a property owner is dependent upon 
the particular circumstances of the property and the owner. Because tax aspects outlined above 
are complex, individuals should consult legal counsel or the appropriate local Internal Revenue 
Service office for assistance in determining the tax consequences of the above provisions. For 
further information on certification requirements, please refer to 36 CFR 67 or the Office of 
Preservation Services of the Maryland Historical Trust at (410) 514-7630. 

3. Eligibil ity for a Mary land income tax benefit for the rehabilitation of historic property. 
For further information on the Heritage Preservation Tax Credit, contact the Office of 
Preservation Services of the Maryland Historical Trust at ( 410) 514-7628. 

4. Cons ideration of historic values in the decision to issue a surface coal mining permit 
where coal is located. In accord with the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 1977, 
there must be consideration of historic values in the decision to issue a surface coal mining 
permit where coal is located. For further information, please refer to 30 CFR 700 et seq. 

5. Eligibili ty t0 apply for federal and state grants and state low interest loans fo r historic 
preservation projects. To determine the present status of such grants and loans, contact the 
Office of Preservation Services of the Maryland Historical Trust at ( 410) 514-7632. 

Owners of private properties nominated to the National Register have an opportunity to concur in 
or object to listing in accord with the National Historic Preservation Act and 36 CFR 60. Any owner or 
partial owner of private property who chooses to object to listing may submit to the State Historic 
Preservation Officer a notarized statement certifying that the party is the sole or partial owner of the 
private property and objects to the listing. Each owner or partial owner of private property has one vote 
regard less of what portion of the property that party owns. If a majority of private property owners 
object, a prope1ty will not be listed; however, the State Historic Preservation Officer shall submit the 
nomination to the Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places for a determination of eligibility of 
the property for listing in the National Register. If the property is determined to be eligible for listing, 
although not formally listed, Federal agencies will be required to allow the Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation and state agencies, including the Maryland Historical Trust, an opportunity to comment 
before the agency may fund, license, or assist a project which will affect the property. If you choose to 
object to the listing of your property, the notarized objection must be submitted to J. Rodney Little, State 
Historic Preservation Officer, ATTN: Peter Kurtze, Maryland Historical Trust, 100 Community Place, 
Crownsville, Maryland 21032-2023 by the date of the meeting given above. 

Listing in the National Register does NOT mean that the Federal Government or the State of 
Maryland wants to acquire the prope1ty, place restrictions on the property, or dictate the color or 
materials used on individual buildings. Local ordinances or laws establishing restrictive zoning, special 
design review committees, or review of exterior alterations are not a part of the National Register 
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program. Listing also does NOT require the owner to preserve or maintain the prope1ty or seek approval 
of the Federal Government or the State of Maryland to alter the property. Unless the owner applies for 
and accepts special Federal or state tax, licensing, or funding benefits, the owner can do anything with 
his property he wishes so long as it is permitted by state or local law. 

If you wish to comment on whether the prope1ty should be nominated to the National Register, 
please send your comments to J . Rodney Little, State Historic Preservation Officer, ATTN: Peter E. 
Ku1tze, before the Governor's Consulting Committee considers the nomination. Copies of the 
nomination, regulations and information on the National Register and Federal and State tax provisions 
are available from the Trust. If you have questions about this nomination, please contact Peter E. Kurtze, 
Administrator of Evaluation and Registration, Maryland Historical Trust at ( 410) 514-7649. 

JRL/jmg 
cc: Hon. Jay L. Newcomb 

Hon. Barrie P. Tilghman 
Mr. Paul Touart 

Sincerely, 

J. Rodney Little 
Director-State Historic 
Preservation Officer 



Martin O'Malley 
Governor 

Anthony G. Brown 
Lt. Governor 

• • 
Maryland Department of Planning 

Maryland Historical Trust 

October 19, 2012 

Friends of Stanley Institute, Inc. 
P.O. Box 1199 
Cambridge, Maryland 21612-5199 
Attention: Mr. Herschel Johnson 

RE: CHRIST ROCK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
Dorchester County, Maryland 

Dear Mr. Johnson: 

'i 

Richard Eberhart Hall 
Secretary 

Matthew j. Power 
Depury Secretary 

The above referenced property was considered by the 
Governor's Consulting Committee for nomination to the National 
Register of Historic Places on October 16, 2012. The Committee 
recommends nomination of the property. The next step in the 
process involves final preparation of the application materials by 
the Trust for submission to the National Register office in 
Washington. You will be advised in writing of the decision of the 
National Register on the nomination. 

PEK/jmg 
cc: Hon . Jay R. Newcomb 

Hon . Barrie P. Tillghman 
Mr. Paul Touart 

REely~ 
Peter E. Kurtze 
Administrator, 
Evaluation and Registration 

JOO Community Place Crowns1Jil!e, M,1~yland 21032-2023 
Telephone: 410.514.7600 Fax: 410.987.4071 Toll Free: 1.800.756.0119 TTY Users: Mt1ryl11nd Relay 

Internet: www. maryl,mdhistoricaltrust. net 



~ B L~ Sustainab/e __ Attainab/e 
Maryland Departme~t o~f P- la- n-ni-ng ___________ R EC EJ \/ F_ [) 2280 
Maryland Historical Trust · - • 

G :-08-1013 I November 5, 2013 

Mr. J. Paul Loether, Chief 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
1201 I (eye) St., NW 
Mail Stop 2280 
Washington, DC 20005 

RE: CITIZENS STATE BANK BUILDING 
Anne Arundel County, Maryland 

CHRIST RICK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
Dorchester County, Maryland 

Dear Mr. Loether: 

NAT. REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

Enclosed is documentation for nominating the Citizens State Bank 
Building, Anne Arundel County, Maryland and Christ Rock United 
Methodist Church, Dorchester County, Maryland to the National 
Register of Historic Places. The state review board and the owners 
concur in my recommendation for listing. Should you have questions in 
this matter, please contact Peter Kurtze at (410) 514-7649. 

JRL/jmg 

Sincerely, 

~~f--
J. Rodney Little 
Director-State Historic 
Preservation Officer 

cc: State Clearinghouse - Citizens State Bank, #MD20120209-0088 
Enclosures: NR form and 8 continuation sheets 

1 USGS map 
7 - 5x7 b/w prints 
1 CD 

Correspondence: letter, Little to Shoemaker, 15 February 2012 
letter, Kurtze to Shoemaker, 23 March 2012 
letter, Janey to Little, 24 April, 2012 

Martin O'Malley, Governor Richard Eberhart Hall, AICP, Secretary 

Anthony G. Brown, Lt. Governor Amanda Stakem Conn, Esq . Deputy Secretary 

Maryland Historical Trust • 100 Community Place • Crownsville · Maryland • 21032 

Tel : 410 514.7600 • Toll Free: 1 800.756.0119 • TTY users: Maryland Relay • MHT Maryland gov 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE 
NAME: 

Rock M.E. Church 

STATE & COUNTY: MARYLAND, Dorchester 

DATE RECEIVED: 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 

11/08/13 
12/24/13 

DATE OF PENDING LIST: 
DATE OF 45TH DAY: 

12/09/13 
12/25/13 

DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 13000968 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N 
OTHER: N 
REQUEST: Y 

DATA PROBLEM: N 
PDIL: N 
SAMPLE: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 

ACCEPT / RETURN 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

REcoM. /CRITERIA l?e:+uv\. h. 

REVIEWER ilf v1'c,{( AvJviA~ 
TELEPHONE 

LANDSCAPE: N 
PERIOD: N 
SLR DRAFT: Y 

REJECT 

LESS THAN 50 YEARS: 
PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: 
NATIONAL: 

DISCIPLINE H, sPY:irY}c) 
DATE / 2..) i_ y / :J, /) I ,1 

( ( 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 

If a nomination is returned to the nominating authority, the 
nomination is no longer under consideration by the NPS. 

N 
N 
N 



IN REPLY REFER TO: 

Property Name: 

United States Department of the Interior 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
1849 C Street, N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20240 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Evaluation/Return Sheet 

Christ Rock United Methodist Church 
Dorchester County, MD 

Reference Number: 13000968 

Reason for Return: The nomination is being returned for a number of technical deficiencies. 

Property Name: The building is being nominated under the name Christ Rock United Methodist 
Church, which is its current (and not historic name). The nomination notes that historically it was 
called the Rock Methodist Episcopal Church and this is the name under which it should be 
nominated. Please change the form (including all continuation sheets, maps, photographs, etc.) to 
reflect the building' s historic name. · 

Criteria Consideration A: As a building owned and used by a religious group during the historic 
period of significance, the nomination form needs to demonstrate that the building meets National 
Register Critiera Consideration A (Religous Property). Please check Criteria Consideration A and 
provide an explanation of how the building meets the Criteria Consideration. 

Cultural Affiliation: The category for Cultural Affiliation has been filled out in Section 8 of the 
form. Please note that National Register guidance provides that this category is used only if a 
property is nominated under National Register Criterion D. Please amend the form to delete this 
information. 

WA~ 
Patrick Andrus, Historian 
National Register of Historic Places 
12/24/2013 
patrick andrus@nps.gov 



________________ sustain le-Attain le i7 0 
Maryland Department of Planning 
Maryland Historical Trust I RECEIVED 2280 

. APR 1 8 2014 

April 17, 2014 NAT REGISTER OF HISTORIC Pl ACES 
NATIOMAL PARK SERVICE 

Mr. J. Paul Loether, Chief 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
1201 I (eye) St., NW 
Mail Stop 2280 
Washington, DC 20005 

RE: ROCK METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
Dorchester County, Maryland 

Dear Mr. Loether: 

Enclosed is documentation for Rock Methodist Episcopal Church 
(aka Christ Rock United Methodist Church). This documentation was 
returned by the National Register for technical corrections; we have 
addressed those issues and are resubmitting the nomination. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely, 

ru~urt ~ , Administrator 
Evaluation & Registration 

PEK/jmg 
cc: State Clearinghouse #MD20120601-0412 
Enclosures: NR form and 9 continuation sheets 

1 USGS map 
10 - 5x7 b/w prints 

Martin O'Malley, Governor 
Anthony G. Brown, Lt. Governor 

Richard Eberhart Hall, AICP, Secretary 
Amanda Stakem Conn, Esq., Deputy Secretary 

Maryland Historical Trust - 100 Community Place - Crownsville - Maryland - 21032 

Tel: 410.514.7600 - Toll Free: 1,800 .756.0119 • TTY users: Maryland Relay · MHT.Maryland.gov 

---~ 
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