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The West Brookfield Center Historic District boundary increase enlarges the West Brookfield Center National Register
Historic District (NR, 1990) in the town center of West Brookfield, Massachusetts (populafion 3,804). Located in
southwestern Worcester County, West Brookfield isabout 15 miles southwest of the city of Worcester and about 21 miles
esdt of the city of Springfield.

GENERAL DESCRIPTION

The West Brookfield Center HD boundary increese areais Stuated south of and  contiguous to the existing West
Brookfield Center Historic District. Thissection of the town center was built up in regponseto the opening of the
Wegtemn Railroad in 1839, and to the subsequent growth of the town and its industries during the sscond half of the 19th
century. In hisgtory and generd character itisclosdly related to the southemmogt section of the existing historic district.
Included in the expandgon district are al or portionsof saverd dreets Centra Street, Mechanic Street, Shamen Stret,
Milk Strest, Front Street, Ware Street, Long Hill Road, Old Long Hill Road, Railroad Avenue, and Freight House Road.

Like the exigting higtoric district, the expandgon areaiislocated on a plain that isbounded on the northwest by Lake
Wickaboag, on the east by Coy's Brook, and on the south by the Quaboag River. Theriver mns eest-west immediatdy
south of the southem boundary of the expanded district. The highest point in the expansion arealis the railroad overpass
bridge, which archesup to carry Long Hill Road over railroad tracks in the southem section of the area

An important focal point of the expandon district isagroup of railroad buildings, and smctures including two former
passenger depots (1847 and 1884), aformer freight house (1847), asingle st of railroad tracks, and arailroad overpass
bridge. Associated with therailroad isasmall commercid/industrial areaclustered on both Sdesof the tracks. Despite
this concentration of distinctiy non-resdential smctures, dwellings meke up the largest number of buildingsin the
district. While only two houses sland south of therailroad in what isamost exclusively acommercid/industria ares,
mog of the larger section of the areanorth of the tracksis residential.

The district hes agtrongly residentia character, defined by tree-lined greats of mostiy modest mid-late-19th century
middle- and working-class houses st on smdl shedy lawns. By contrag, in the commercia/industrial areadosest tothe
railroad tracks the look is utilitarian with few treesand lawns and with little attention paid to beautification. The most
stylish buildings in this group near the railroad are thetwo former railroad passenger sations. Others are very plain.

RAILROAD BUILDINGSAND STRUCTURES

Many of the mog significant buildings and ssmctures in the areahave direct associations with therailroad. The earliest
ae the 1847 passenger depot and freight house:

The 1847 Gothic Reviva style Westemn Railroad Pessenger Depot. 81 Ware Si-est (MHC #293, Map #41, Photo #1,
Illustration # la, b, & Ic), was moved toitspresent dtein 1884. Itisaone-gory, wood frame, gable-roofed building
eight bays long and three bays wide, and is sheethed in board and batten siding. It has the low-pitched roof and broad
overhanging eaves characteridtic of railroad buildings of the mid-19* century period. The projecting roof is supported
adong the ddesof the building oniron brackets that spring from the tops of the paneled pilagters articulating the eight
bays. The mog notable feature of the building istherichly detailed Gothic-arched portico on the west gable end. A
matching portico on the east end has been removed. The present owner saysthat it no longer existed when he bought the
building in the late 1960s.

(continued)
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Photographs taken in the early 20* century (Illustration # 1b & |1 ¢) show the decorative eest end with the portico still in
place but with asmal one-gtory addition projecting fromit. That addition still sands.

Gothic-style details include rectangular labeled window and door caps, trefoil-motif door pands, and upper window sash
with trefoil-shaped tops. Other Gothic feetures include panded comer boards, low-relief round pands on the portico
trimmed with aquatrefoil motif, and lacelike floral-motif iron brackets under the eaveson the long Sdes. Thin iron pogs
on the present portico occupy the places of what mugt originally have been Gothic clustered colonnettes (of wood?). The
present pogiswere dready in place when the present ovraer bought the building in the late 1960s.

Theinterior of the former gation was dtered when the building was moved to its present location in 1884 and converted
to use as agrain warehouse. At that time, grain Sorage aresswere cregted in the former waiting room and in the ladies
parlor, which had previoudy been fumished with Bmssds carpet and mahogany fumiture. Origina plagter and plaster
omament, which is said to have been an important decorative feature, was left in place. Some or dl of the plaster
survived until it was removed during 1970s interior aterations to the building.

Today the mgjor part of theinterior isavag unfinished open space  Interior walls that once created aladies parlor,
waiting room, and dining room in this goece no longer exist. The surviving walls around the perimeter of theinterior are
covered with wood lath from which the plaster has been removed. Roof tmsses, stiffened with wood bracing, can be seen
above where both the lath and plagter that once created ceilings to interior rooms have been removed. Thefloor, dating
from 1972, isof concrete.

Stylish evidence of the original interior survivesin the heavy, moulded interior window and doorfi~ames,paneling
benesth somewindows, original doors, and upper window sseh with trefoil tops. Most of theinterior woodwork has not
been repainted, 0 traces of the origina wood grained finish are still visible on window and door framesand pandling.

According to the presant owner, dterations were made to the building in about 1972, At that time a concrete foundation
replaced the brick foundation that dated from theti methe building was moved from its original location, ca 1834. A
concrete floor dso replaced the original 1847 wood floor. Major interior subdivisions, including the ceilings and upstairs
rooms (said to have been the kitchen rooms for the gation's lunch room), and plaster were removed. An entrance
vestibule and an office were congmcted in the northwest comer of the building and another office occupies the small
wing a the northeest comer of the east end of the building. The building was braced and the bracing was tied into the
new foundation & thistime.

Also built in 1847 isthe Westem Railroad Freight House 14 Freight House Road, (MHC #91, Map # 32, Photo # 2,
[llustration # &, which still gandsonitsorigina ste on Freight House Road.  This 1A story, gable-roofed, brick building
has the broad overhanging eavesthat were typical of mid-19* century railroad buildings. Thethree-bay gabled endsare
articulated by a broad central 1oading door with asinglewindow on either sde. The loading door on the west end tekes
the form of assgmented arch. Jugt bel ow the pesk of the gable on eech end is alow-arched, fan-shaped window. The
ddesare deven bays in length and are punctuated by windows, each atemating with a ssgmented-arched loading door

(sx windows, five loading doors). Greek Revival details include brick comer pilasters and friezes with brick corbelling
just below the eaves. The only obvious dlterationis the enlargement of the loading door on the eest end to meke it
rectangular in shgpe and taller than the others. Itispossible that an addition was mede to the eest end ebout 1884. If such

(continued)
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an addition was actualy mede, it carefully duplicates the original dements of the building. Theorigina gppearance of the
esd end is ssen in the wood engraving view of the West Brookfield station published in Bradbury and Guild's Rail-Road
Charts Number 1. Boston to Albany of 1847 (lllustration # 1a). Repairs madeto the roof after it was dameged in the
1938 hiuricane gppear to have causad no mgjor changein the gopearance of the building.

Standing today on the origina dite of the 1847 passenger depot is the Richardsonian Romanesque Bogton & Albany
Pessenger Depot. (MHC  # 90, Map # 30, Photo # 3, Illustration #2). Built in 1884, it was desgned by E. C. Gardner, an
employee of the Bogton & Albany in Springfield. W.N. Flynt & Company of PAmer, Massachusattswas the builder.
This one-gtory depot hes the horizontal lines and the massve, sheltering, hip-roofed silhouette typical of the
Richardsonian Romanesgue gtations that became the trademark of the Boston & Albany line. Characteridtics of the style
s here are the rockface granite walls with rockface brownstone trim and the high hip roof of date with broad
overhanging eaves supported on heavy wooden brackets. Rectangular in plan, the building meeaures58'x 22.8'. Itisone
bay degp and eight bayslong. Stone is Braggville granite and Longmeadow browngtone. Windows are 1/1 with
multipane transoms. A granite chimney, (Illustration # 2), hes been removed from the roof & the center of the main
facade. Irregularitiesinthe present dateroof show where it was located.

The depot still preservesmuch of its original interior. Original wood-finish, vertical, tongue-and-groove-panded walls,
decorative beamed ceilingswith reeded brackets, and comer block window framesare dl in place. A few interior
dterations were medein the 1990s to adgpt the building to use as ameeting place for the town's senior citizens. Degpite
those changes, the overdl original character of the interior has remained intact.

The original landscaping of the depot does not survive. Old photographs show that in the 19th century the areabetween
the station and Front Stireet were planted trees and flowers. Treesdso hid from view aparking-loading areathat existed
west of the depot (Illustration # 3a). Today an asphdt parking lot occupies the goaceimmediatdy infi~ontof the station.
The gorageyards and shedsof the Town of West Brookfield Department of Public Works are located a short distance to
the northwest. Appropriate landscgpe planting along the sreet and the creation of landscaped idands a drategic locations
could soften the present harsh gopearance of the parking | ot and sorage area and restore something of the original
character tothis area

The mod recent surviving smcture directly related to the operation of the railroad isthe Long Hill Road Railroad
OveapassBridge (MHC # 924, Map#31, Photo #3), put in place herein 1955. Situated between the 1847 and the 1884
depats, itis oriented north-south to carry Long Hill Road over therailroad tracks. Itis asngle-gan, riveted sted, built-
up, plate-girder bridge, 77 feet inlength. Itsgoanis 71 feet and the overal deck width is 28 feet. The dructure dongsde
the roadway condgts of 16 framed pands, which rise ebove ged girders with pockets carrying wood deck beams The
roadway deck isof agphdted wood. The bridge rests on abutments of dressed rockface granite that were topped with
cement and reinforced & the ddesin 1988 to raise it up to its present height. 1t is presumed that the gone portion of the
abutments was built in 1891 for the original bridge & thissite.

Thisbridgeisareussd stmcture originally built in 1924 for another location, not currently known. A plague on the south

end of the west girder identifiesthe origina date of congtmction and the manufacturer, Pitt Bridge Company. In 1955 it

was moved here and shortened.  Asoriginaly built, itwas Sx to eight feet longer than itistoday. A section a the
(continued)
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northemmost end was removed to make the original ssmcture fit the present site. For this reeson, the upright pands,
which are of three different Szes, are arranged inwhat gppearsto be arandom pattem. Closer sudy shows however,
that, if the north end had not been shortened, the pattem would be symmetricd (with an additional sgt of four narrow
pands on the north end). Another result of the shortening isthat the south end of the bridge hes arounded end while the
shortened north end hes a squared end.  Original riveted knee braces between the girders and floor beams have been cut
off and replaced with new shorter knee brace plates bolted into place.

The original bridge & thislocation was aWarren trussbridge built in 1891 by R. F. Hawkins. Itwas till in place as
recently as 1921 and was probably the same bridge that was damaged inatrain wreck (Illustration #4) and replaced by
the present bridge in 1955.

COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL BUILDINGS

Also included inthe areaare severd industrial and coinmercid buildings. Mogt were originally sStuated hereto be dose
to the railroad.

Central Street

The late 20th century one-gtory Brookfield Machine Factory. 62 Centrd Street,(MHC #243 Map # 22) hes a narrow
landscaped lawn in front of it and is Stuated on the comer of Front Street nearly opposite the 1834 passenger depot. The
flat-roofed building is alarge, rectangular, late 20th century concrete block structure with no stylistic references. Located
on the dte of severd late 19th and early 20th century factory buildings, it occupies a section of the digtrict that hes
historically been ussd for manufacturing.  The factory parking lot is on the site of the O. P. Maynard House (demolished
in the early-mid 20th century) and of the Maynards popular late 19th century restaurant, which stood on the comer of
Centra and Front greetsinthe late 19th and early 20th centuries. Sometime before 1913 the retaurant (MHC Form #
32) was moved to 6 Eagt Main Sfreet, inthe existing West Brookfield Center Historic District, where it still dandstoday.
Nusfration# 5 shows two factory buildings that occupied the site of the present factory and parking lot. A row of large
treesthat good in front of the former Maynard property on the eest Sde of Central Street neer Front Sfreet survives.

Front Street

Also included inthe district are severd modem gtorage and garage buildings bel onging to the Town of West Brookfield
Department of Public Works, Map# 30. They sand immediately west of the 1884 Boston & Albany Passanga Station.
They are plain gable-roofed buildings covered in cormgated metd and vertical wood boards. The utilitarian gppearance
of thesebuildings, with their agphdt-paved yards and the mounds of sand stored there, isnot out of character with other
buildings inthe area. However, their placement next to the Boston & Albany Passenger Station isnot in keeping with the
intended surroundings of the station building, which once served the town as an important aesthetic amenity.

Freight House Road
The two-story, gable-front, wood Charles Ridey Monument Works Building. 17 Freight House Road, (Map#33, MHC #
92) is shegthed with vinyl sidinginimitation of clapboard. Built ca 1885-1898, it has amid-late 20* c. wing. Because it

(continued)
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is 90 plain and is covered with subgtitute siding, only the broad eaves and the gable roof of moderate pitch giveahint of
syleor date. Thesefeetures are characteridtic of the mid and late 19 century, and of Greek Revival influence.

The building isrectangular in planwith an astyligtic, one-story, gable-roofed wing atached to itswes sde. Loading
doors a the ground and second levels occupy the main facade of the two-story section. The pededirian entranceto the
two-gory section islocated in the west wall of the ground floor. Garage doors flank apedestrian entrance onthe main
facade of the wing.

Old Long Hill Road

A small building somewhat hidden from view isthe Office/Storage Building, 50Id Long Hill Road (MHC# 277, Map #

37, Photo #4). This27 x 24 foot, one-story, gable-roofed building isrectangular in plan with cormgated metal siding and
ametd roof. The section on the south end contains the office portion while the northem section, with wide loading doors
on the west and north side, contains the Sorage area. The office enfrance is on the long west facade. No particular style

can be assodated with thisbuilding, which was built in 1936.

Nearby onthe samelotisthe Shed. 50Id Long Hill Road, dso agtylistic and built in 1936. Thissmadl, one-gory, shed-
roofed building, probably containing a singleroom, isrectangular in plan with cormgated metd siding and agphdlt roof.

On the south Sde of the lot are anumber of concrete piles which once supported oil tanks used by Shemen Qil, the
present occupant of the 1847 Westem Railroad Passanger Depot nearby a 81 Ware Stredt.

The outer walls of the circa 1984 Precision Wire Shgpes Factory. 11 Old Long Hill Road,(MHC# 273, Map # 39, Photo #
4, ae said to encazan early 20" century building. 1t gopearsthat none of the earlier building can be ssan from the
outsde. Thistwo-story building rests on acement block foundation and hes an exterior of shest meta siding in a heavy
corrugated texture. The building has an irregular footprint and occupies mogt of its lot.  With the exception of the
decorative qualitieslent by some brick foundation trim and brick pilasters on one section of the Long Hill Roed facade,
the building is utilitarian in character with no stylistic dlusions.

Railroad Avenue

The Cufler Grain Warehouse. 5 Railroad Avenue (MHC #80, Map #40, Photo #4), wasbuilt ca 1913-1914. This one-
gory, low-pitched-gable-roofed, rectangular building isten bayslong and three bayswide. Regting on abrick foundation,
it has awood frame sheethed in cormgated metal. The utilitarian gppearance of the building is dightly relieved by abold
simplicity suggedtive of the Arts and Craftsstyle and by rhythms creeted by the repetition of the heavy outriggers & the
eavesand by the pattem of repeated square windows dong the Sdes. Appropriate for itsoriginal use asagrain
warehouss, six-light windows are placed high on the wallsall around the building. Three loading doors are located along
tracksde and asingle loading door isplaced a the eest end of the Railroad Avenue Sde. A pedestrian door isin theeest
gable end. A large loading door, possibly of recent vintage, islocated in the west end.

(continued)
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DWELLINGS

THE AREA NORTH OF THE RAILROAD

North of therailroad, on Central, Mechanic, Sherman, Milk, Front and Ware streets are groups of dwellingsthat form a
residential neighborhood. This section congsts mostly of mid-late-19th century dwellingswith tree-sheded yards. Most
housssin the areatake the gable-front form and are s&t dose to the street with Sdewaks infront of them. They range in
height from 1- 2 Vi gories. The most common style is Greek Revival. Despite itsresidential character, afew buildings
that serve, or once sarved, industrial or commercid purposssare dso found inthisarea

Central Street

The Centra Stret section of the expangon areaincludes two dwellings on the west side: 63 and 65 Centrad Stret. Both
houses are similar in proportions to other Central Street housss dready included in the existing West Brookfield Center
Historic Digtrict. On the eest Sde of the street is amodem factory building described above.

Thisisa?2 '/2-gory,five-bay,center-entry, sde-gable, double-pile housewith acentra faBade dormer and atwo-gory rear
ell. Characteridic of the Italianate style are the broad eaves with gable retums, degp frieze, paired brackets, and center
gaeble. Also Itdianate are the nearlyfloor-lengthground floor windows on the main falade, the 6/6 sash, wide double-leaf
entry, and the pair of round headed windowsin the center gable. The present wood shingle exterior and the shed-roofed
entry portico on aconcrete and brick base are the result of dterations probably meade in the early-mid 20th century.

63 Centra Street, (MHC #244, Map # 17) is an unessuming mid-late 20th century addition to the neighborhood. This
two-gtory, sde gable houseis very plain with no reference to style. It is, however, compatible in proportions to other
buildings on the sfreet.

Now under congmgction isthe Town of Wes Brookfield Senior Center, southwest comer of Centra and Front Sreets,
2003, (MHC #247, Map # 21). Thisone-gory, gable-roofed, wood frame building isa21s century interpretation of the
Victorian Gothic style that was popular for railroad passenger gations . Itisclad invinyl sidingimitating vertical
weetherboard. Its style, Sze, and proportions are sympathetic to other buildings on the sreet and in the neighborhood.

It is conddered noncontributing due to its recent constmction.

Mechanic Street

On the north side of tree-lined Mechanic Sfreet dandsarow of five V/i -gory, gable-front cottages s2t dose to one
another with small front yards and with a sdewak dong the street. Influenced by the Greek Reviva style, they were
probably originally nearly identical in gopearance. However, changesto windows and siding and the addition of porches,
wings, and upper stories have madethem lessuniform over time. Originally all probably took the three-bay, sidehdl-
entry form with asmal one-gtory wing on the eest Sde. They have projecting eaveswith geble retums and friezes dong
the ddes. Doors and windows are framed with plain frames. Main entrances of severd have siddlights, suggesting thet all
may haveoriginally had sidelights. Housesa 12 and 14 Mechanic Street, (MHC # 262-263Maps # 7 & 6, Photo # 6),
probably best represent the origina gppearance of the cottagesin this group. The main body of the house a 8 Mechanic
Street. (MHC #256,Map # 9, Photo # 6) isdsolittle dtered, dthough itswing has been greatly enlarged. Of note isthe
New England bam a 8 Mechanic (MHC #257), now attached to the adjoining house but originaly free ganding. The
enlargement of 10 Mechanic Street. (MHC #259, Map # 8) made between 1870 and 1885, expanded the faBade eesward

(continued)
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by two baysand dso extended the wing. To achieve the correct proportions without adding to the roof, the upper section
of the gable on the main fabade istreated as afalse front.

Oppodte thisrow, on the south sde of the sfreet, another gable-front cottage (Carleton Cushman House.(MHC #258, 9
Mechanic Street, Map # 10) is similar to the others in Sze and generd gppearance; however, it hes nowing. Artisans
dhopsthat once sood on ether Sde of this house during the 19* century no longer exist.

Sherman Street

On the north dde of Sherman Sfreet are V/i -2-gtory gable-front houses of Federd and Greek Reviva style influence.
Houses occupying the south sSde of the street have addresses on other dreets. Severd buildings on this sreet with
Sheman Street addresses d 0 are worthy of note:

The Itdianate style George Crowell House. 5 Shermen Sfreet, (MHC #245, Map # 18, Photo # 5, 1857-1870), is one of
the mog imposing housssin the expansion area. The main faBade and large front yard face Cenfra Sfreet, but the north
sdesof the houseand yard dso have amagjor presence on Shaman Sfreet. Because of its dze, the high quality of its
architectura detailing, and its comer location, this property mekes an important contribution to the character of both
gregts

The Federd style Jackson-Nolan House. 8 Shaman Si-est, (MHC #278, Map # 16, Photo # 5) probably built in the 1830s
1840s, was moved to this Ste between 1870 and 1885. Thistwo-gtory, three-bay, sdehal-entry, gable-front dwelling is
five baysdesp. Originaly, it had porches on the main facade a both the ground floor and the second floor levelswith a
pediment ebove. Today the ground floor is closed in, dthough the upper story porch with smooth shafted columnsand
pediment surviveintact. Asoriginaly built, this house was nearly identical to the J. E. Bailey House (MHC #64), which
dandsimmediatdly south of the First Congregationad Church on North Main Street in the existing West Brookfield Center
National Regiger Historic District. Beforeits move to its present location, the Sherman Street house sood next door to
and north of the Bailey House. It was moved to meke way for horse shedsfor the Congregationa Church. Federd syle
details include the faBade pediment with low-relief comice, dlim Classica style porch columns, and 88 szeh.

The Sanford Adams House. 14 Shaman Sfreet, (MHC #280-281, Magp# 14, Photos #5 & 7) wasbuilt in the Gresk
Revival gtyle between 1857 and 1870. This 1/2-gory, three-bay, gable-front, sdehall-entry dwelling with reer ell and
atached bam isone of the best preserved and handsomest housesin the expanson area. Greek Reviva details includethe
gable-front form, broad eaves, the faBade gable with retums, panded comer pilasters, widefriezesa the eavesand in the
gable, apilaster/frieze/comice doorframe with sddights, plain window frames, and 6/6 sash. The bam aso hes Greek
Revival features including smooth matchboard finish, broad eaves gable retums, plain window frames and 6/6 saeh. Atop
the bam roof is an Itaianate rectangular cupolawith alow pyramida roof and wegthervane.

Milk Street
Milk Sfreetisthe oldest sfreet south of Main Street to be included in the expandon area. On thistree-lined dredt,
buildings vary more greetly in age, size, style, and design than do those on mogt other dreetsin the expangon disfrict.
Spanning the period ca.l830 to the late 20th century, they include a 2/2 story. Federd style, Sde-gable house (16 Milk
Street); Greek Reviva-ingpired, gable-front houses of 12 stories to 2 72 gories (17. 19. 26 Milk Street); a2/2 Sory
Itdianate syle housewith aturret added a the end of the 19th century (44 Milk Street. Map # 19, Photo #7); aone-dory,
Sde-gable late-20th century ranch house (25 Milk Street. Map# 3); and a Cgpe Cod type house (30 Milk Street. Map #
12) of the late 20th century period.
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The Federd style Howland House. 16 Milk Street. (MHC #265, Map # 4) probably built around 1830, isa2 fagory, Sde-
gable, four-bay, off-center-entry, double-pile, gable-roofed dwelling facing south with atwo-story wing onitseest end. A
Federd period date of congtmction is suggested by the form of the houss, its granite foundation, one of an origina pair of
interior chimneys, the dightly projecting eaveswith gable retums, and narrow windows. The paired arangement of the
ground-floor windows on the long north feBade is ahint that the house may originally have had its main entrance on that
dde, ingead of on the south Sde asitistoday. It gopearsthat the north facade may have taken afive-bay,center-entry
form. Now covered with vinyl sidingand having had 1/1 window ssshinstalled inthe late 20* century, the house displays
few original feetures, yet itsimposing form nonethdessrecdls its age

Built between 1855 and 1870, the Methodist Parsonage. 17 Milk Si-et. (MHC #266, Map # 1) isa2/2- sory, gable-fronl
housewith a short two-story wing on the north sde and awrgp-around porch on the main faBade and the north side. Built
a the end of the period of popularity of the Greek Reviva style, it hes atenuated Greek Reviva features. They include
the gable-front form, broad eaves gable retums, friezes a the eavesand inthe gable, and narrow comer pilagters. The
double leefed front doors may be original. Architrave/comicewindow and doorcgps on the ground floor may have been
added inaColonid Reviva period remodeling in the late 19*-early 20* century period when the Colonial Reviva syle
wragp-around porch was probably added.

The Gresk Revivd syle L.A. SragueHouse. 19 Milk Si-est. (MHC # 267, Map # 2) was probably built in the 1850s 1t
takesthe two-story, three-bay, sidehall-entry, gable-front form and has aone-gtory porch acrossthe width of its main
falade. Gresk Revivd features include the gable-front form, the pediment on the main feBade, panded comer pilagters
and the pilaster/architrave/comice doorframe. The only dightly projecting eaves suggest some dteration (possibly aroof
replacement due to afire), or an earlier (1840s?) date of constmction. The thin tumed porch postswith jig-saw-cut
brackets, thefish-scal eshingles inthe tympanum of the pediment, and the door with the oval glazing at the center are
evidence of alate 19*-early 20* century update.

The Crowel-Bragg House. 26 Milk Stieet. (MHC # 269, Map # 11) isaGreek Reviva syle cottage of a type common in
this section of thetown during the mid 19* century. Itisa l'/agory, three-bay, sidehdl-entry, gable-front housewith a
wing on the south Sde and areer ell. Greek Reviva gyle features include the geble front form, broad eaves gable
retums, and wide friezes a the eaves and in the gable, wide comer pilasters, and 6/6 saeh. A smple pilaster/frieze/comice
doorframe has been replaced with the present late 20* century broken-pediment doorframewith short siddlights.

The BamnesHalmes Hed Shop. 34 Milk Sfreet, (MHC #271,Map # 13) isan 18* century tavem moved to this ste inthe
1850sfor use a8 tenements and later converted to use as afactory for the manufacture of hedsfor boots and shoes. Itstop
floor bumed inthe late 1960sand was removed. The present building isa 1/2-gory, four-bay, off-center-entry, gable-
front dwelling five bays degp with aone-story wraparound porch on the south end of the main faBade and the west end of
the south feQade. It hes shdlow eaveswith gable retums and no omamentd features. |1t preservesitsplain window
frames and some 6/6 saeh. Pre-fire photographs (Illustrations # 6a & 6b) show it as a 2/2-gory building of Greek Reviva
influence. The earlier of the two views shows it inwhat was probably itsboot shop configuration. A later view showsit
after its conversion to aresidence, with aporch with jig-saw-cut pods, railings, and brackets, extending the width of the
main faBade and around part of the south Side. The present building is dose inits configuration to this later version.

(continued)
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Anocther gable-front house on the di-et isthe Louvill W. Ford House 44 Milk Sti-et. (MHC #272, Map# 19, Photo #7.)
built on an L-plan between 1870 and 1885. This2/2 -story, two-bay, sidehdll-entry, houseis four bays degp with arear
wing onthe north sde. A two-gtory, three-faceted bay window on the south side is capped by aroof turret with ahigh-
pitched eight-faceted date roof accented with oculus windows on atemating facets. Although the bay windows may be
original to the constmctionof the house, the turret isalater 19 century addition. This house shows influences both of the
Greek Reviva and Itdianate styles. The gable-front form,friezesat the eaves and in the gables, and dim comer pilasters
ae derived from the Greek Revival. The strong vertica form and comice on bracket window frames, and the overdoor on
brackets as the main entrance are Itdianate influences.

Front Street

Largefreedline the esstem end of the north Sde of Front Sfreet, where arow of five small, 1 '/2-gory, gable-front cotteges
were built dose to one another between about 1855 and 1870 (Photo # 10). The cottages have smadll front lavnsand a
sdewak mns dongdde the street. A streen of trees and bmshy growth on the opposite sde shidds them from aview of
the railroad tiacksto the south. Influenced by the Greek Reviva style, dl were probably originally more similar to one
another than they are today. Additions and dterations have changed the gppearances of some.

The best preserved cottages are located a either end of the row: At the west end and highly visible isthe Jeremiah
Clennan House. 36 Front Street. (MHC  #249, Map #24). Sa on abrick foundation and now covered with synthetic
shingle, it has aone-gory porch that extends acrossthe width of the mainfacade. The very sim tumed porch posts
[uggest that they are of recent vintage. They probably replace 19 century posts, whose design isnot known. At the main
entrance isa plain door frame and double-leaf doors. Reference to the Greek Revival syleis seenin the gable-front form,
broad eaves (but no retums), and the substantial character of its overal gopearance. The well preserved, smadl, gable-
front bam (MHC #250)behind the house gopears to be of 19 century date. One of the housss on Front Street issaid
originally to have been a school moved here from Long Hill in the mid-19* century. 1t may be thishouse, but references
to which houseitisare not clear. Further documentary and physical research will be necessary to determine which oneit
is.

Also well preserved isthe Thomas Roache House. 56 Front Sfreet. (MHC #254, Map # 28) located a the far eest end of
Front Street, where the greet deed-endsinto an orchard. Thishouse gppearsto have been the first to have been built on
this section of the dredt, in 1855 or earlier. A 1/2-gary, three-bay, sdehadl-entry cottage, it rests on abrick foundation
and has atwo-story wing on the west Sde and aone-gtory rear ell. It presarvesits clapboard siding and original plain
window and door frames. Window sash are 1/1, rather than the 6/6 typical of the 1850s. Greek Reviva influenceis seen
in the broad eaves, gable-front form, and itswide board door frame with siddlights. A small freestanding gable-front bam
on the eest Sde hes dose eaves(MHC  #255). Although covered in asphdt siding, it gopearsto date from the 19¢ century.

Less well preserved are the dwellings a the west end of thisrow of cottages. Somewheat isolated from the other houses in
the group isthe much larger and more highly omamented John Gallivan House. 32 Front Street. (MHC  #248, Map #23.)
S far back from the dredt, it was do built later than the others ~ between 1870 and 1885. Access to this houseis now
through the agphdt parking lot of the Brookfield Machine and Tool Company factory on Centra Street, immediatdy toits
west. Itisa?2 /2-gory, gable-front housewith atwo-story wing on the west Sde and enclosed porches a both the first
and second gory levels extending acrossthe width of the main faBade. Its gable-front form, geble retums, friezes, comer

(continued)
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pilagters, and plain window frames are dements of the Gresk Revival style. Window sash are modem 1/1 replacements.
The modem enclosed porches obscure mogt of the main feBade and the main entrance.

Although it hes aFront Sfreet address, the Harriet H. Crowell House. 12 Front Stieet, (MHC #246, Map # 20) Illusfration
# 8, faces eadt and not toward the Sreet. Thisis due to the fact that it was designed to face a street that no longer exids,
which ran north-south between Sherman and Front streets. This 2/2-gtory, three-bay, sidehall-entry house hes a two-story
rear ell. Built on abrick foundation between 1870 and 1885, itis Greek Revival/ltdianate in style. Greek Revivd style
features include the gable-front form and faBade pediment. Before the application of the present vinyl siding, it had Greek
Reviva gylefriezesa the eavesand in the pediment. Window ssgh are now 6/6 modem false muntin replacements. A
one-gtory porch that once extended aong the south sde of the ell and a one-story addition to the north side of the main
body of the houseno longer exist. The leedt dtered feature of the houseis ahandsome Itdianate style main entrance with
short sddlights,tiansomlight, and aheavy overdoor on scroll brackets.

Ware Street

Only the south Sde of Ware Stieet isincluded inthe expangon district. Itislined with buildings that date mostiy from
the mid-late 19th century period. At the eet end of the dreat isthe 1847 former Westem Railroad Depot. West of it, are
dwellings. Severd are very amall 1 '/2-gory cottages.  Others are larger two-story houses. One smadll outbuilding gopears
to havebeen ahoe shop. Although they are smplein design, the neaerest stylistic reference for mogt of the dwellings on
this section of the street can be said to be Gregk Revival.

The north Sde of Ware Street has not been included in the district. Most of it was not built up imtil the mid-20th century.
Buildings that were built on parts of this Sde of the Stieet either have not survived or are not well preserved. On the north
dde of the great today are small ranch and Cgpe Cod type dwellings, an automobile repair garage, atmck garage, and a
mid-19th century school moved here and converted to use as ashed. Although their Sze and building materids are
mogtly in keeping with the buildings included in the district, their date and forms meke them gppeer visudly distinct from
it.

The best preserved and mogt distinctive dwellings on the south side of Weare Strest and are described below.

The earliest building to gopear on the street after its opening in aout 1847 was the Lynch-O'Day House. 29 Ware Sfredt.
(MHC #282, Map # 50, Photo # 8). Itisthe most imposing dwelling on Ware Strest.  An 18* century structure moved to
its present Site about 1850, thisis a2/2-gory, three-bay, sde-gable, double-pile housewith paired interior chimneys and a
one-dory el a therear. Resting on abrick foundation, it has an entrance in the center bay of each of thethree-bay sde
gables. There isno entrance on the long Sfreet faade. 1t has broad eaveswith gable retums and friezeson the long Sdes
and in the gables. These features, influenced by the mid-19* century Greek Reviva style, were probably added at the
time of themove. Also dating to that time are identical doorframes a the entrances on either sde.  Influenced by the
Greek Revivd style, each one has apediment-inspired lintel board above a dim transom that gppearsto date from the 18*
century. Thispediment dement rests on pilagters framing the door. Itispossible that mid-19*-century sddights are now
covered by an additiona pand located between the pilasters and the door. A small gable-front bam (MHC #283) with a
two-bay feBadefacing the streat dts to the west of the house. It has broad eavesand no retums and gppearsto date from
the mid-late 19* century.

(continued)
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The John Dempsevy House. 37 Ware Street, (MHC #284, Map # 49) was built between 1855 and 1857. Itisatwo-gtory,
three-bay, center-entry, center-chimney, sde-gable housethat is one bay degp. Eaves are broad with no retums. It rests
on what gppearsto be abrick foundation and has atwo-story reer ell. Across the width of the mainfeade isadep early
20" century porch with endosed railing and screened-in upper portion. Window sseh are 2/1. Dueto itsextreme
simplicity, thishouse can be said to be of no particular style. It ispossble that some stylistic details were covered by the
present vinyl siding. Tothe west of the houseis amid-late-20* century two-car wood frame garage, noncontributing.

Very well preserved isthe smal J. Powers House. 43 Ware Street, (MHC #285, Map # 48) aexcdlent examnple of the
smdl cottages that were typical of Ware Sfreetin the 19* century. Probably built between 1857 and 1870, this 1/2-dory,
gable-front, two-bay, sidehdll-entry, cottage istwo bays degp and restson abrick foundation. A small, one-story wing
projects from the southem end of the west Sde of thehouse. The gable-front form of the house and itsbroad eaves with
no retums and narrow friezes may be said to be a digtant reflection of the Greek Revival stylethat was popular during the
mid-19* century, which lingered inan atenuated form through 1900 and later. A one-story front porch extends the width
of themainfaBade. Built in the early 20* century, it hes an endosed lower portion from which rise smooth-shafted
Classicd stylepogs. Windows are 6/6 and 2/2. Window and door trim isof plain planks.

One of the larger houses on the di-eat isthe P. Conndl House. 47 Ware Sti-et, (MHC #286, Map # 47). Probably built
between 1857 and 1870, it rests on abrick foundation. Thistwo-story, Sde-gable, center-chimney, single-pile house hes
an endosed one-gtory front porch embraced by a pair of one-gtory bay windows. Otherwisethe main faBadeis

trested asymmetiicaly. Thisasymmetrica arangement may be due to aterations that have occurred over time.

The enclosad porch, which projects forward of the bay windows on either sde, has four openings ~ window,

window, door, window (left toright). The second story of the main faBade has three windows irregularly placed.

It appears, however, that awindow mugt originally have occupied aplace west of the westemmost window to

cregte abdanced and syinmetiical arrangement that does not presently exist. A one-gtory shed-roofed shed is

atached to the southwest comer of the house. Broad eaves suggest amid-late 19" century date dthough few

detals exigt to assodae the building with any particular style.

The smal Dennis Fay House. 57 Ware Stieet, (MHC #288, Map # 45, Photo # 9) gppearsto have been built between 1857
and 1870. The front portion of this one-story house rests on a brick foundation. 1t condsts of asmall onebay by one-bay
rectangular front section with the long sde facing the stieet and with gables onthe ddes. Thereis currently no entrance in
this section. Gresk Reviva influenceis evident herein the treetment of the eavesand gables Eavesare broad. There are
friezes a the eaves both on the long sdesand in the gables, and there are gable retums. Extending from the rear of the
front section isaone-gory ell. The present entrance isin the gieet faBade of an addition to the reer ell that projects
westward of the front portion of the house. The location of the earlier entrance is unknown. Old mgpsindicate that the
rear ell was originaly narrower than the front section. Although the date of this addition isuncertain, it may date from the
early 20* century. The present vinyl siding and 1/1 seeh dateto the late 20* century.

(continued)
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Buih between 1857 and 1870, the small rectangular, J. Keams House and Shoe Shop. 59 Ware Street, (MHC  #289, Map #
44, Photo #9) isa 1 '/2-gory, gable-front, sdehdl-entry cottage resting on abrick foundation. It shows the influence of
the Gresk Revivad syleinitsformand initsbroad eavesand gable retums. Other features of the style may survive under
the present covering of duminum siding. It is assumed that there were originally two windowsto the eedt of the main
entrance. In their place thereis now afri-partitepicture window, probably added inthe mid-late 20* century. Itislikely
that the application of the present siding took place a the same time as the alteration of the window.

A smdl one-gory, sde-gable building (MHC #290) with dose eaves which gandsto the west of the house, may be the
same building that was shown on the 1870 atlas map as a shoe shop.

The M. Connor House. 67 Ware Sti-est, (MHC #291, Map #43, Photo # 9, was built between 1870 and 1885 and hes
gowTi and changed over time. This 12 story, three-bay, sdehdl-entry gable-front house retson abrick foundation and
hes wingson either dde and areer ell. Featuresinspired by the Gresk Revivd style include the gable front form and
broad eaveswith gable retums. Other features may be hidden under the present vinyl siding. The overdoor on scroll
brackets that sheltersthe main enti-ance istypical of the 1870-1885 date of constmction of the origina portion of the
housa.

It gppeers that the housewas originally rectangular in plan. A wing was added to the eest Sde between 1835 and 1898.
The wegt wing and rear addition date from the mid-to-late 20* century. A concrete block garageto the eedt of the house
dates from the mid-late 20* century period.

An excdlent and well preserved example of a smdl cottage isthe P. Murphy House. 77 Ware Street, (MHC  #292, Map #
42) built between 1870 and 1885. This 1/2-gory, two-bay, sdehdl-entry, gable-front house hes a parged (brick?)
foundation. Across the width of the main faBade is aone-gtory porch. At the rear isaone-dory, shedroofed ell. Onthe
eed dde isasmall, one-gtory, gable-roofed wing. Thishoussisplaininitstreastment and bearsno detail specificto any
particular style. The gable-front form, broad eavesand geble retums, plank window and door frames, and &6 window
szeh reflect the mid-late 19 century period popularity of the Gresk Revival style. However, the high pitch of the roof
dso shows the influence of the Gothic style that was popular during the late-19* century.

THE AREA SCUTHCOF THE RAI LRQAD
South of the railroad tracks are mogtly railroad, commercia, and industiial buildings. Neverthdess, some residentia
buildings and their outbuildingsdo exist here.

Old LongHill Road

At the south end of this otherwise indugtria/warehouse landscape, dand two dwellings, opposite one ancther, on Old
Long Hill Road. Mixed inwith railroad and commercia buildings, they are the lone survivors of a scattering of mid-19th
century residencesthat once ood here. Now they are isolated from other dwellings and have no public sdewaks.

(continued)
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Unlike other nearby buildings, they have small, grassy yards and trees around them. To their south isa quiet,
undeve oped, wooded area (outside the historic distiict) that extends southward a short distance to the Queboag River.

The best presarved of the twoisthe Stephen Carroll House 23 0ld Long Hill Road, (MHC #275, Map # 38, Photo # 4,)
built between 1855 and 1870. Thissmall gable-front, three-bay, sidehdl-entry cottege is I'/2 sories in height and is
extremdy smplein design. Hintsof the Greek Reviva syle are ssninits gable-front form, broad eaves narrow frieze
and wide comer boards. Like many housesof thistype built after the height of the Greek Revivd period, there are no
gable retums.

On the same piece of property isabam that faces on Railroad Avenue:

The Stephen Carroll Bam, 23 Old Long Hill Road (MHC #276), faces on Railroad Avenue. |t gopears to have been built
ca 1855-1870 and hes dements of Gregk Reviva style. This I'/a-gtory, gable-roofed bam isbuilt on arectangular plan.
It is sheathed in dgpboards and is oriented with its gable end to the street. On the main facade are cenfral loading doors a
the first twolevels and awindow higher up in the pesk of the gable. Pededtrian doors and afew windows are located on
the longddes Earlier openings on the rear have been replaced with arow of smal squarish windows of the type typical
of horsebams. A hint of the Greek Revival styleis ssenin the frieze and broad eaves Thisbam sseams to be used as
gorage by the manufacturing enterprise next door.

Across the stieet from 23 Old Long Hill Road is the Catherine Whaen House 20 Old Long Hill Road, 1855-1870, (MHC
#274, Map# 36). Thistwo-story, three-bay, sidehall-entry, gable-front house hes a one-story, gable-roofed wing on the
south sde. Thethree-bay gable-front form, the pitch of the roof, the wide eaves, and the narrow frieze, characterigtic of
the Gresk Revival gtyle, suggest amid-19* century date of constmction for thishouse. The exterior chimney onthe main
facade and the 1/1 windows are of recent vintage. The foundation, which gppeears to be of cement block, indicates a major
repair medein the mid to late 20* century.

Railroad Avenue
Shortly after the coming of the railroad someof the first housssinthe district were built on Railroad Avenue. None of
them survive today.

Archaeological Description

At least two ancient Native American sites are located within the boundaries of the West Brookfield Center
Historic District boundary increase, and atotal of nine sites are knowninthe general area(within one mile).
Environmental characteristics of the expansion arearepresent severa locational criteria(slope, soil drainage,
proximity to wetlands) that are favorablefor the presence of ancient sites. The districtincludes a large, well-
drained level to moderately sloping plain/riverine terrace within 1,000 feet of the Quaboag River to the south
and west and Coys Brook to the east. The confluence of the Quaboag River and Coys Brook lies lessthan
1,000 feet south of the district expansion. The districtis located within the Chicopee River Drainage. Site 19-

(continued)



NPS Form 1 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
Nationd Pak Savice

National Regiger of Higoric Places
Continuation Shegt

West Brookfield Center HD 2006 Boundary Increese
Sectionnumber__ 7 Page_J4_ West Brookfield (Worcester), Massachusdtts

WR-301 includes the eestem periphery of the expanson area. Site 19-WR-71 extendsinto the northem and
westem portion of the district expangon. The MassachusettsHistorical Commission Prehistoric Survey Team
idenfified ste 10-WR-301 during astudy of the Josgph Craig collection. Site 19-WR-71 was recorded by C. C.
Ferguson in 1939. No diagnosfic materid was receded for dte 19-WR-301. At dte 19-WR-71, the presence of
ceramics may represent aWoodland Period occupation a what isrecorded as alarge village ste. Other Sites
and rlated artifacts from the areareviewed during the sudy of the Craig Collection indicate the Chicopee River
Drainage was continuoudy inhabited from the Early Archaic Period (ca. 9,000-8,000 B.P.) through Late
Woodland Periods (ca 1,300-400 B.P.). Historic evidence dso exids that Native Americans occupied the
southem shore of Wickaboag Pond during the Contact Period and possibly after European settlement. The
Craig Collection documernts the presence of ancient Native American settlement inawide variety of ecological
settings, including the floodplains of major waterways and a the heedwaters and aong the reechesof small
tributary streams, most of which are represented in the proposed district locde. Given the aboveinformation
and the sze of the district expandgon (36 to 40 acres), the presence of ancient Nafive American Stes is
documented in the district and ahigh potentia that additiona steswill befound.

A high potentia a0 exigts for locating historic archaeologica stesinthe Wes Brookfield Center Historic
District boundary increase. European settlement in the areadatesto the lagt half of the 17 century whenthe
Wickaboag Valley areawas sdtled for itsagricultural and industrial related resources. No evidence of
residential Stes or farmsteads fi-om thisperiod in the district isknown but potential exigts for their
identification. Any settlement prior to 1675 was probably desroyed during King Philip's War. Stmctura
evidence of dwellings, outbuildings, and occupationd-related features (trash pits, privies, wells) may exist from
thefirst period of settlement and after resettlement in the late 1670s

While n"" and latter 18" century settlement of the district may exist, documented settlement and the official
dart of the district expanson areabegan in the 1830s specifically 1839 with the gart of the railroad. Digpersed
farmsteads characterized Brookfield's settlement imfil the tum of the 19" century. Only one house, the
Howland House (1830) a 16 Milk Strest survivesfrom the pre-railroad settlement history of the expanson
aea TheHowland House isthe earliest building in the district expanson and was possibly originally
congmcted as afarmhouse. Potential examples of 18* and early 19* century agricultural settlement may
survive as archaeologica resourcesin the district, however, mog or al of the areasouth of Main Stredt is
reported as still undeveoped a the time the Westem Railroad first cameto West Brookfield in 1839. The
Westem Railroad was one of the earliest railroadsin the country.

Stmctura evidence of residential, industrial, and commercid buildings should survive in the district after
constmction of the railroad in 1839. Stmctura evidence may exist from the origina 1839 buildings constmcted
by the Westem Railroad. A depot, freight house, two water tank buildings, and two wood sheds were known to
exist; however, none survivetoday. Maps showing the origina arangament of the railroad buildings are dso
non-exigent. Stmctura evidence may a0 exist from the second passenger depot (1847) constmcted in the area

(continued)
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of the existing 1884 Boston & Albany Passanger Depot. Stmctura evidence may exist from two mid-19*
century gores built in the expansgon area. One dore (1857-1870) was built a 12 Front Street where the Crowell
House now dands. Another store (ca. 1848) was built on the south Sde of the railroad tracks & the gpproximete
gte of the Cutter Grain Depot a& 5 Railroad Avenue. Livery sables and sagecoach lineswere dso known to
exist in dose proximity to the railroad corridor; however, none have been identified in the expanson area
Stmctura evidence may exist from the Wickaboag Hotdl (ca. 18%4) originally located on alot now occupied by
ahouse a 63 Centrd Street a the comer of Sherman Sireet. Archaeol ogical evidence may aso exist from the
O. P. Maynard House, apopular late 19* century resaurant located a Centra and Front Stregts. Sometime
before 1913 the restaurant was moved to 6 East Main Strest within the listed NR district. Stmctura evidence
may exist from severd late 19* and early 20* century factory buildings reported in the expandgon areas Most
factory buildings were located in the vicinity of the Brookfield Machine Factory (late 20* century); an areaof
the district that hes historically been used for manufacturing.

Asrailroad, commercid, and industrial facilities developed around the railroad corridor, residentia
development &so begean, primarily in the 1850s  Stmctura evidence may exist from saveral homes built on
Railroad Avenue shortly after the coming of the railroad. None of these buildings survivetoday.

Archaeologica evidence may dso exist from severd mid-19* century residentia buildingsoriginally scattered
between railroad and commercid buildings. Only two of these resdences survive today. Resdencesdso likely
survive as archaeologica resources on Ware Street. Residentid buildings existed under private ownership ad
under railroad ownership. Immigrant workers including primarily Irish and French Canadiansfrom the 1830s
to the early 20th century settled much of the district expanson area. The Front Stret, Railroad Avenue, and
Ware Street areawas known as an Irish Catholic ghetto for severa generations.

(end)
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information important in prehistory or history.
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Fugene C Gardner. Springfield M884 RR Station”

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

_ State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
_ Local government
_ University
_ Other
Name of repository:



NPS Form 1 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
Nationd Pak Savice

National Reggea o Higoric Places
Continuation Shed

West Brookfield Center HD 2006 Boundary Increase
Section number 8 Page 1 West Brookfield (Worcester), Massachusetts

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Wext Brookfield Center Historic District 2006 Boundary Increase mests National Register CriteriaA and C. The
areais dgnificant under Criterion A for its association with early railroad history, both of Massachusatts and of the United
States, and itsimpact on the devdlopment of the tovra of West Brookfield. Two railroad depots, dwellings, both smal and
large, and someindustria buildings survive hereto tell the story of the growth of a previoudy undeveloped section of
town after the arrival of the railroad in 1839. A concentration of dwellings in the area, occupied in the 19* and early 20*
centuries by many of thetown's Irish immigrant population, dso play an important role in the tovm's ethnic and
immigrant history. The areais architecturally significant under Criterion C for its generdly well preserved collection of
19" century buildings associated with the development of therailroad and of the middle and working dassresidentia
neighborhoods that grew up around it. An example of the Gothic Reviva style, the 1847 Westem Railroad Pessenger
Depot is one of the earliest and best preserved early railroad gations in Massachusetts and, possibly dso inthe United
Sates. The 1884 Bogon & Albany Passenger Depat, an early Richardsonian Romanesquerailroad gtation, is one of the
first to have been designed in this style by an architect other than H. H. Richardson himself. Despite some contemporary
devdopment, the district retains itsintegrity. While the district as awholeis significant a the local levd, it dso holds
datewide significance due to the presence of the 1847 depot.

WEST BROOKFIELD AND THE RAILROAD

The earliest building inthe West Brookfield Center Historic District expanson ares, isthe Howland House, 16 Milk
Street, Map #4. Possbly originally afarm house, it was probably built about 1830. However, the history of the
expanson areaofficially began in October of 1839 with the opening of the Western Railroad through whet is now West
Brookfield. The Westem was not only the town's first railroad, but also one of the earliest railroads in the country.
Passenger railroad service inthe United States began in 1830 with the opening of the first twelve-mile secfion of the
Bdtimore & Ohio Railroad, from Balimoreto Ellicott's Mills, Maryland. This early effort followed hard on the heds of
the inauguration of eam passaenger railroad service in England, which had begun in 1825. During the 1830sather
railroads begen operating & severd locations inthe eestem United States. 1835 miarked the inauguration of New
England's first railroad service. Inthat year, three railroads began plying routes between Bogton and other important
centersinthe region. The first was the Boston & Lowell Railroad. 1t was quickly followed by the Boston & Providence
and the Boston & Worcester railroads.

The Western Railroad

Before any of thesefirst three New England railroads were put into service, planning was underway for another line to
connect Worcester, Massachusetts, and Albany, New York. The god of this new railroad was to extend the Boston &
Worcester linewestward, providing adirect rail link between Boston and Albany. Thislonger route would capture trade
for New England that would otherwise be lost to boat and rail connections between Albany and New Y ork City.

The directors of the Boston & Worcester Railroad incorporated the Westemn Railroad on March 15, 1833 and the
Massachusdtts legidature soon granted it acharter. A survey of theroute of the new linewas carried out between 1836
and 1837, with George W. Whistler, the first superintendent and chief enginear of therailroad, as one of the surveyors.
Congtruction on the linewas begun in 1837. Part of the route, including the West Brookfield segment, was opened in
1839 to the Connecticut River, but travel all the way to Albany was not possble until 1842.

(continued)
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On October 1, 1839, the Westem Railroad began servicefi-om Worcester as far westward as the Connecticut River a
Springfield. On the inaugurd trip, the time required to travel the gpproximately 50 miles from Worcester to Springfield
wes over three hours, including sopsaong the way. According to the Worcester Pdlladium, "a severd of the stopping
places, particularly a Brookfield, crowds of gpectators had assembled, who expressed their gratification by sdutes,
cheering and the waving of handkerchiefs. The collection of personsa Springfield was immense.”

In December of 1839 the Westem linewas opened as far west as the Hudson River & Greenbush. Work on the linewes
fully completed by December of 1841. Service through to Albany in began 1842. Together, the Boston & Worcester and
Westem railroads formed the first rail route providing connections between New England with the American west.
Linking Boston with Albany, theselines gave accessto the Erie Cand and to land routes west. Additionally, with
connections in Albany to New Y ork City, the combined lines dso offered the first railroad link between Boston and New
York.

At first, twotrains traveled daily in each direction from the Western Railroad's Washington Sguare ation in Worcester to
Springfield. Travders to and from Boston viathe Boston & Worcester linearrived and departed & a sgparate station on
Norwich Street in Worcester. The first passenger cars on the Westem Railroad, as on the Boston & Worcester line, were
coach-like vehicles no more than twenty feet inlength. The Westem Railroad's first locomotives were American-meade
geam engines built by the Locks and Cands Company inLowell, Massachusetts. Only four yeersearlier, in 1835, the
Boston & Worcester had begun service with enginesbuilt in England by Robert Stevenson, since domesticaly mede
locomodves were not yet available.

American Travel During the First Half of the 19" Century

Travel inthe United Statesimproved grestly during the first half of the 19* century. Beginningin 1790s sudtained efforts
to build tumpikes and to improve county roads gradudly mede travel faster and eesier. Better design and improvements
in wheded vehides dso mede journeys more comfortable. By the 1840s with the deveopment of cands, the Seamboat,
and, finaly, the railroad, the goesd of travel and communications had grown remarkably fagter than fifty yearsearlier.

Therailroad had the greatest effect of all of theseearly 19th century improvements intrangportation. Even as early as the
18305, trains pulled by smdl locomotives on uneven track could meke the sametrip in half the time as aSagecoach. At
that time, a gagecoach might travel a eight or nine miles an hour, while the goesd of atrain could reech & high as fifteen
to twenty milesan hour. Asameansfor transporting goods, the railroad won hands down for goesd and reliability over
wagons and cand boats. Therailroad's image of goead and modemity aso caught the imaginations of travelers.
Passengersquickly chosethe train over the sagecoach. It didn't matter that, inthe early daysof therailroad, the noise of
the engine and clatter of therails banned conversation among traveling companions or that passengers arrived a their
dedtinations dirtied by the soot and cinders that showered down upon them in open railway carriages. For many, the
marvel and convenience of goead outweighed these early inconveniences.

The First West Brookfield Station and Its Accompanying Outbuildings
The route of the new railroad passed through what had been undevedoped farmland south of West Brookfield's center
village. To provide sheter for passengersand goods and to facilitate the operation of the railroad, the Westem Railroad
Company built adepat, freight house, and assodiated buildings near the tracks in this previousy undeveloped area
Although none of the original buildings survive, an 1839 newspgper announcameant gives an idea of what they were like.
This published itemis arequest for proposals to constmct buildings for the Westem Railroad. Buildings to be built a
Wes Brookfield were toinclude;

(continued)
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A Passenge House 60 ft. by 20 ft. Pods 15 ft.

A Freight House 60 ft. by 25 ft. Pogs 15 ft.

An Engine House 20 ft. by 35ft. Pods 15 ft.

Two Buildings for Water tanks 16 by 18 ft connected by a4 inch iron pipe.
Two Wood Sheds 150 by 30 ft, Pods 12 ft.

(S2RE VI

The announcement further describes the buildings, to be completed by the first day of July 1839, a Wes Brookfield and
a severd other sopsdongthe line:

All of the above buildings to be plain in gopearance, but to be built of good materias
and of gpproved workmanship.

The Passengar houses, Freight houses. Car houses and Water Tanks to be of wood. ~
The Engine housesto be of brick. The Wood shedsto be formed of a roof of boards
supported by Pogts 12 feet high, without endsor sSdes.

A Portico 8ft. wideisto be connected with each of the Passanger buildings, the roof

to project sufficiently to cover the same and to be supported by square pillars 10-ft.
gpat. At Springfield, Wilbraham, Pdmer, South Brookfield, Charlton and Worcedter,
the Porticowill be confined to the south sde of the building, & West Brookfield, it will
extend around the entire building, and a Warren and Clappvilleitwill be placed & the
south Sde and a one end. At Springfield and Worcester two roomswill be constmcted
in each Passanger building, a West Brookfield three rooms, and a& dl the remaining
pasenger houses, asingle partition will be required. All the above roomsto be lathed
and plagtered, and to be fumished with achimney and fire place eech.

All the wooden buildings to be weetherboarded and to be painted white with three coats
of paint on the outside, the rooms are dso to be painted. The Engine housesto be built
after aplanto be fumished heresfter.

The above buildings to be placed on good subgtantia foundations, the underpinning to be
carried high enough to alow asufficient goace between the bottom of the floor timbers,
and the surface of the ground, for suitable ventilation.

It isbdieved that the 1839 West Brookfield passanger depot and the two later depots that followed it (1847, 1884) were
al built onthe sameditet. The Westem Railroad's 1840 annud report corroborates the above remark about the simplicity
of its original stations "In the erection of Depot buildings, and the construction of cars and engines, the Board have
consulted usefulness, convenience and durability with little regard to omament or show." Although there isno depiction
of West Brookfield'sfirst passenger depot, the above description suggeststhat its generd gppearance was inspired by the
Grek Revivd style. Visual records of the first Westem Railroad gtations in the adjoining town of Warren and a the heed
of the linein Worcester show these ssimple, rectangular, gable-roofed buildings with porticoes (see Illustrations # Sa & 9b)
that dludeto the Greek Reviva style. Since dl three gations are described similarly in the 1839 request for proposals, it
can be asaumed that the West Brookfield station looked very much like them.

(continued)
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Company records indicate that the original West Brookfield passenger station, like the 1847 depot after it, contained a
refreshment room. At this dop there was timeto get abiteto eat while water and fuel for the locomotives were being
replenished. The exigence of the refreshment room probably explains the three-room specificafion in the request for
proposas. The namesof the other goacesin the building have not been leamed.

No mgps have been found that show the physical arangement of therailroad areaduring the days of the first depot.
However, both the above description and the 1843 Annua Report of the Westem Railroad indicate thet the origina
complex condsted of severd buildings and that wood, water, and freight were handled a this stop. None of the buildings
built herein 1839 are known to exist today. The originalfi"eighthouse is said to have been moved to Cottage Stred,
where it sood until itwas demolished about 1915. Neither the location nor the length of operation of the engine houseis
known. Existing maps, the earliest of which datesto 1855, show no building that can be identified as an engine house in
West Brookfidld'srailroad district. However, loca historian Anna Carter mentions the exigtence of a brick engine house
in astory of a mnaway train recounted in her "Industries of West Brookfield."

Need for Larger Accommodations

Annua reports of therailroad indicate that following the opening of theline to Albany in 1842, both passanger travel and
the transport of freight increesed markedly. The 1846 annud report noted the effects of this growth: "Largely increased
accommodations are necessary a the PAmer Station, and the Board long since authorized provision for them, and for
changesa Wes Brookfield." Not referring specifically to West Brookfield, the same report called for increesng spece
for the handling of freight: " A large increese in the merchandize trafficis anticipated in the coming seeson, and itwill be
a false economy not to provide ample facilities for its prompt transaction.”

In 1847, fewer than ten years after the original passenger depot hed been completed, alarger (and gpparently more stylish)
one was built here. Inthat year, not only anew passanger depot but dso anew freight house, was built inthe "West
Parish" of Brookfield. West Brookfield was the shipping point for freight being delivered to and from nearby towns.
According to Anna Carter's notes on West Brookfield, the freight house here was 20 large because baes of cotton being
shipped to the textile mills & Ware were stored here until they could be delivered by wagon. Some miills in area towns
may have degpended upon the railroad's freight house for dorage. However, a leest one other had private dorage. The
West Brookfield tax records show that as early as 1848 the Otis Manufacturing Company in Ware was taxed for its own
private freight house on one-half acre of land. Itslocafion isnot identified and it gopears no longer to be standing.

The sameincrease in traffic that caused the construction of a new passenger depot and anew freight house dso led tothe
installation of asscond track adong the Westem Railroad line. It was completed over most of the route between Worcester
and Springfield in 1847-1848.

Among the rooms included in the new 1847 West Brookfield depot were alarge waiting room, aladies parlor,
and a 75-foot refreshment room.  The refreshment room, managed by Raymond Cummings from 1847 until 1861,
was an important component of the station. From 1861 until 1884, while the stafion'sfood service was under the
managemeant of Ondow P. Maynard, West Brookfield was conddered one of the best placesto eat between
Boston and New Y ork.

According to the notebooks of the late Anna Carter of West Brookfield:

(continued)
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The restaurant in the station was mn by Mrs. G. (sic) P. Maynard and was a very popular egting
place. | antold the counters for serving people ran the full length of the egting part with a dumb-
waiter in the middle of theroom. Two large ceiling pieces.. .are thought to be places where
chanddiers were hung. It was avery high dass station having red carpet on the floor and other
gopointments to correspond, as Express and fast trains dopped here.... The R.R. dation a Wes
Brookfield was a station to take on water and fuel.

Trains made 10-20 minute stops for refreshments here, except for aperiod during the Civil War. After an incident
in which the Sixth Massachusetts V olunteers "took possession of the place” while stopping for lunchin 1861, the
govemment hed the doors locked. During that period, food baskets were passed to pessengers directly onthe
trains. Resaurant service ended here in 1885 with the opening of the new passenger depot, which was not
provided with arefreshment room. A short distance west of West Brookfield, in PAmer, the new (1884) Union
Station then became the refreshment stop.

The "Chrigmas and New Y ear's Address and Business Directory of the Printer's Devil, West Brookfield, Jan. 1,
1864" mentions the town'srailroad depot and characterizes in rhyme the restaurant and the three station
employess ~ the depot agent, telegraph agent/freight handler, and baggege madter:

Down to the depot let's take awalk.

For the good thingsthere kept are all thetalk,

O. H. Maynard hes everything done up brown,

His table's acredit to himself and the town.

From all parts of the Union his cusomers cal,

And hés things cooked to suit the tagtes of them all.
Heés erecting ahouse of greet splendor and beauty,
To build up the place is everyones duty.

The agant a the depot isMr. Carew,

Who gets dong easy, without much ado.
Heispopular with al whoridein the cars

And inal histransacfions he puts up the "bars™

S Adamstdegraphs, and atendsto thefreight.

He gands a his pog both early and late.

He knows how to handle electric fire.

Has ahead like Ben Franklin, whom all admire.

An intelligent young man is the baggage mader.

He's on hand with the checks, and none can chalk faster.
He'll not wear out your patience by telling long yams.
For agreegble in gpeach is our friend Lyman Bames.

(continued)
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THE EFFECTS OF THE COMING OF THE RAILROAD

THE RAILROAD AND THE GROWTH OF WEST BROOKFIELD

When the Westem Railroad first began service in 1839, what isnow West Brookfield was still part of thetown of
Brookfield. Until itsincorporation as a separatetown in 1848, West Brookfield was known &s the "West Parish” of
Brookfield. Yet even before the establishment of the new town, Westem Railroad documents hed dready begun referring
to the gtation here as "West Brookfield." Thisfact suggeststhat the railroad may have bean influential in naming the new
town. Itwasin the "West Parish" that the earliest Brookfield settlement occurred in the 17th century. Therefore, if the
village had not aready become known by the name of the station on the Westem Railroad, it ssamslogical that West
Brookfield should rightly have retained the name Brookfield when it was mede a separate town.

Until shortly beforethe tum of the 19* century, Brookfield had been acommunity of digpersed farmgteads. The presant
town center (West Brookfield Center National Regigter Historic District, 1990) first began to take shepe during the
Federd period. A dugtered sattlement began to grow up in the late 18th century around the West Parish meeting house
and dong the Bogton Pogt Road (South and West Main Strest ~ Massachusetts Route 9). The 1828 map of Brookfield
shows aclugtered village of as many as 32 buildings Stuated to the north, south, and west of the meeting house and
common.

The arrival of therailroad not only suggested aname for the future town, but aso influenced the community's growth
pattems and itseconomy. The site of the new Westem Railroad depot focused future rea edate deveopment on an
undeveoped area south of the existing village cluster. At thefime of the opening of therailroad, the only routefrom
Main Street to the depot was an existing road, later named Milk Street. The 1830 Brookfield mgp shows only one house
on that dreet, probably the then recenfiy-built Howland House. 16 Milk Stregt, Map #4. Landto its eedt, west, and south
was entirdly undeveloped at that time.

Railroad Avenue

The area south of Main Stret ws sfill undeveloped at the time the railroad first cameto West Brookfield. For some time
after the inauguration of therail line it gopearsthat only railroad-related buildings sood nearby.  Within afew years of
the arrival of therailroad, a small amount of building may have occurred near the depot. But beforethe mid- 1850's only
afew dwellings were ganding in the area. One of the earliest was probably the home of railroad laborer, Michadl
McCormick (d. 1849). In 1844 McCormick bought an acre and 83 rods of land south of the tracks from Nathanid Lynde.
His "smndl house™" no longer sanding today, was mentioned in an 1852 desd (495/228). Located onwhat isnow Railroad
Avenue, it was probably the same dwelling shown on the 1870 West Brookfield mgp as the property of Edward O'Deg,
another railroad laborer. 1t isnot known whet sort of work McCormick did when he was living in West Brookfield.
However, he mus have become familiar with thislocality when he was helping put through the original Westem

Railroad. During the summer of 1839 he was listed on the Westem's payroll as alaborer "Taking up the bottom™ onthe
2nd Division, in which West Brookfield was located.

A few early dwdlings in the areawere probably owned by therailroad itself The Westem Railroad was taxed by the
Town of West Brookfield in 1848 for ahouse, bam, and one-haf acre of land and the following yeer for an additiona two
houseswith three acres of land. The location of these houses hes not been identified, but it is supposed that they mugt
have good neer the depot.  Tax records show that as early as 1848 there was d 0 a dore neax therailroad. It was
probably abuilding (no longer standing. Illustration # |1 ¢) on the south Sde of the tracks on the gpproximate Site of the

(continued)



NPS Form 1 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
Nationd Pak Savice

National Regger of Higoric Places
Continuation Shest

West Brookfield Center HD 2006 Boundary Increese
Section number 8 Page 7 West Brookfield (Worcester), Massachusetts

Cutler Grain Depot a 5 Railroad Avenue (Map # 40, Photo #4). The 1855 mgp shows thisbuilding as the property of
White & Hamilton. The partners in thisbusgness, J. L. White and Alanson Hamilton, gppear 0 to have been active in
the devdopment of houses on Mechanic Street perhaps as early as the late 1840s or early 1850s (s=e below).

Ware Street

Ware Street was opened about 1847. According to historian Edward O Dety, this new stret was put through specifically
for the purpose of transporting goods more directly from the railroad station to and from the nearby manufacturing town
of Ware, tothe west. Thisgaement ssams to be corroborated by the fact that a least one Ware-based company had its
own freight house herein the days beforethat town got railroad service around 1870.

Despite alittle bit of building neer the railroad and the opening of Ware Street in the 1840s, devd opment south of Main
Street was dow until after the constmction of the new passenger depat and freight house in 1847, the incorporafion of the
West Parish as the Tovra of West Brookfield in 1848, and the opening of Central Street about 1852. These combined
events spurred active deveopment in the area, making former farmland desirable as house lots.

No building seams to have taken place on Ware Strest for severd yeers after it was opened around 1847, By 1855the
gable and office (no longer existing) of Wesson & Phdps sagecoach lines were sanding on the northwest comer of Milk
and Ware gregts (just outside the expangion district).  Also by 1855 the Lynch-O'Dav House. 29 Ware Street,( Map # 50,
Photo # 8) had been moved from Pond Hill a mile marker 69 on the old Boston Post Road to its present Ste (or possibly
dismanfled and rebuilt here). By 1857 two other dwellings and a blacksmith shop had been built on the south sde of
Ware Strest. Ore of thesebuildings, the John Dempsey House. 37 Ware Strest (Map # 49), is still sanding. The others,
located more or less on the present dte of the 1847 Westem Railroad Passanger Depot, no longer exigt. By 1870 the south
dde of the greet was fully built up. Many of those buildings are sfill ganding today.

Central Street

In about 1854-1855 houseswent up quickly south of Main Street. 1855 and 1857 mgps show the areadotted with new
houses. Much of this growth was related to the circa 1852 opening of Centra Street as anew more esgterly routefrom
Main Street directly to therailroad depot. Severd houseswere built on Centra Street within only afew yearsof its
opening. In about 184 the Wickaboag Hotd (no longer standing) (Illustration # 10) was built on alot now occupied by a
house a 63 Centrd Strest (Map # 17), a the comer of Shaman Street. By 1855, but possibly earlier. Mechanic Strest
was dready lined with modest gable-front Greek Reviva style cottages, some with assodiated artisan's shops High

Street, which intersects the east Sde of Central Stregt (in the existing West Brookfield Center National Regigter Historic
District), was dso built up with severd houses by 1855.

Front Street

At about the sametimethat Central Street wias put through in about 1852, Front Street wias opened as a public eest-west
connector linking the depot with the southem endsof Milk and Centra strests Before that date there would have been
little nesd of a public street a thislocation, Snce there was yet no development to the immediate eest or west of the depot.
The 1855 Clark map of West Brookfield shows that the section of Front Sireet between Milk and Centra Streets was open
by that date. The homes (no longer standing) of the Westem Railroad station egent, F. M. Carew, and Raymond
Cummings, maneger of the station restaurant, are shown opposite the depot on that mgp. Their former location is
reflected in the current position of Front Street.  Since the northem boundearies of their lots bordered the south Sde of
Front Street, the sreet wasrequired tojoin Milk Street alittle further north than doesWare Stret. That explainsthe

(continued)
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presant jog between Ware and Front sreets a Milk Strest. The north sSide of this portion of the street was undevel oped
until a store was built between 1857 and 1870 where the Harriett Crowell House. 12 Front Street (Map # 20), now dands

The Thomas Roache House. 56 Front Street (Map # 28), built before 1855, was the first house to gppear on the esgem
sgment of Front Stregt, which is showa on the Clark mgp as adriveway rather than astret. Two years later, the 1857
Worcester County mep confirmsthat Front Street had been opened as afull-fledged Street to itsfull present length.

By 1870 the et end of the sreet had been built up with five houses st dose to the dreet on the north Sde.

Siierman Street

Shaman Stredt is shown on the 1855 migp as adriveway from Milk Street to the Wickaboag Hotel. The 1857 mep
indicates that, within two years time, apublic sreet had been put through all the way to Centra Street. Nonethdess, the
hotel was still the only building onthe street. Between 1857 and 1870 three other houseswere built here. The owner of
the hotdl, George Crowell, built hisown house a 63 Centra Strest (Map # 18, Photo #5).  The Danid Thurston House.
10 Shaman Street (Map # 15, Photo #5), was built for Mrs. Crowell's parents inthe 1860s The Sanford Adams House.
14 Sherman Strest (Map # 14, Photos #5 & 7) may have been built earlier. In 1864 Adamswas tdegraph operator and
freight meder a the railroad depot.

LAND DEVELOPMENT

Current research has not mede it clear exactly what the deve opment mechaniams were for the area south of Main Street.
It gppearsthat severd individuals owned land there, which they either developed themsalves or sold off as houselots to
buyers. Some property owners, such as the Merriam family and innkegpers Cowee & Hathaway, were the owners of the
property on either sde of Centra Street when it was put through. They ssam to have been reponsible for some of the
earliest subdivison here. However, tax records suggest that other persons may have bought up parcds of land on
gpeculation, later profiting in its subdivision for housing. Some who gppear to have bought and sold land for devel opment
in this neighborhood during the mid-19* century are Nathanid Lynde, Edwin B. Taintor, Josgph E. Cutler, Pliny Cutler,
Charles Cufler, G. W. Lincoln, Alanson Hamilton, and George Crowell. Some of these men may dready have owned
land in the area & thefime of the arrival of therailroad. Therailroad bought land from Lynde, Taintor, and one of the
Cuflers. Nathanid Lynde aso sold severd lotsof land to buyers inthe areaimmediately around the railroad from as early
as the 1840sthrough & leedt a5 late as the 1860s. Some of these men a0 seem to have built houses on speculation. For
example, Alanson Hamilton was taxed in 1850 for five houses and one bam inthe village and for one-third of agtore a
therailroad. He, either done or in partnership with others, must have been responsible for building up parts of the
developing area.

It ssams likely that Mechanic Sireet was laid out as aresidentia subdivision. Because the houses on that street were all
originally nearly identical, itistempting to believe that they were built as a subdivision by asingledeveloper. 1n 1848
dorekegper J. L. White was taxed for one half of the "Howland place’ and one half of five new houses suggesting that he
may have been involved in the subdivision of the Howland property. Southworth Howland, inventor of awooden leg, a
wooden hand, and a patent chum, is presumed to have been the previous owner of the property referred to. Heweas taxed
in 1841 for ahouse, bam, and a sx-acre home lot, but moved to Worcester in 1844. In 1851 White's busness partner,
Alanson Hamilton, sold the Howland House. 16 Milk Strest (Map #4), immediatedly north of the Mechanic Street row of
houses to Levi Rosswith only one acre of land. It is supposad that the Mechanic Street subdivision was built upon the
part of the remaining Howland acresthat were not sold to Rossin 1851.

(continued)
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George Crowell

George Crowdl (1823-1870), the original ovraer of the Wickaboag Hotel, and his family were influential in determining
the satflement pattems on Sherman Street and dso the deveopment of parts of Front and Milk greets. 1n 1848 Crowell
bought from Elbridge Sibley ahouss, bam and blacksmith shap on Milk Stregt, gpparently the property of the presant
Crowdl-Bragg House, 26 Milk Street (Map #11). A few yearslater, in 1852, he bought from Pliny Cutler a configuous
414 -acretract of land, bounded on the west, south, and eest by Milk, Front, and Central Strets  In about 1854 he built the
Wickaboag Hotd (Illustration # 10) on part of that property, on the comer of Shaman and Centrd drests Sometime
before 1855 he moved a building to be usad as tenements to 34 Milk Stireet (Map # 13, immediately south of 26 Milk
Stret.  Around 1860 he seamsto have begun developing Sheman Street.  Inthat year he sold to hiswife's father thelot
for the Daniel Thurston House. 10 Sherman Street (Map #15, Photo #5). The Thurston deed shows that by that date he
had dready subdivided and sold off the lot next door for the Sanford Adams House. 14 Sherman Strest (Map # 14, Photos
#5 & 7). Around thistime, or possibly as late as 1865, he built ahouse for himsalf, the George Crowel House 65
Centrd Strest (Map # 18, Photo # 5).

A drest mnning north-south between Sherman and Front sreetsis shown infront of Crowell's house on the 1870 map,
[uggedting that further subdivision of the land was being planned. However, that dreet was never actudly put through as
apublic way and the land where it wes to have passed was sold in 1872 to Philip M. Buitler, track megter for the railroad,
together with the Crowell house and the | ot fronfing on Central Sireet. Thus, the Crowell House maintained its Central
Street frontage. Eventoday it still hes alarge front lawn, somewhat unexpected in this neighborhood of smdler lots. The
westem section of the Crowell house ot extended all the way to Milk Street in 1870 and included the southeest comer of
Front Street. But by 1872 the Crowells had dready sold of f that back secfion. Sometime between 1872 and 1835 the
Louvill W. Ford House. 44 Milk Street (Map # 19, Photo # 7), was built on that 1ot.

By thefime of George Crowell's deeth in 1870, severd other previoudy undeveoped piecesof his"Cutler” 1ot hed been
sold off or developed. The 1870 map shows a gore on the site of the present Harriett H. Crowell House. 12 Front Stregt
(Map #20), and alivery dable standing behind it. Although it may still have belonged to Crowell in 1870, the livery
gable (no longer sanding) had become the property of James Dillon by 1872. By 1870 the vacant lot on the south Sde of
Shaman Stregt infront of the Wickaboag Hotel had been sold to O. P. Maynard, whose house then sood acrassthe dtreet
on the eedt Sde of Centra Street (Site of the present Brookfield Machine parking lot).

After George Crowell died, hiswidow Harriett, sold the house where ge and her husband's mother, Sdly R. Crowell,
were gpparently living. Where the store had been on Front Street, she either built anew house or converted the existing
building to adwelling for her own home. Working as adressmeker, she lived in that house until she died about 1914.
Her daughter, Harriett Crowell Jones lived there for many years afterward.

Excavations on the grounds of the new Town of West Brookfield Senior Center in August of 2003 tumed up a brownstone
monument at the comer of Front and Central sreets (Map #21, Illustration #11). With one comer chipped off and lost in
the excavafion process, thissoneisinscribed "Crowell Com " (Crowell Comer?). It gopearsto have been the base of
alarger monument, possibly with an um or some other decorative dement resting ontop. At the timeof thiswriting, this
archaeologicd "find" is gored in the yard of the Town of West Brookfield Department of Public Works acrossthe dredt.
The West Brookfield Historical Commissionisresearching the history of the monument and may restore itto itsorigina
locafion. Conddering the important role the Crowell family had in developing this section of West Brookfield, the retum
of the monument to itsoriginal site would be particularly appropriate.

(continued)
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Town Hall a the Head of Central Street

Centrd Street achieved new gtatus, both visually and symboalically, when the Wes Brookfield Town Hall, inthe West
Brookfield Center HD) was built on Main Street in 1859. Sa & the head of Central Street, with its main feBade facing
south inthe direction of the depot a the opposite end, the situation of the new town hall recognized the important role of
the railroad inthe life of the community and the in growth that was then taking place around it. This orientation must
have given further impetus to development south of Main Street.

Population Growth and Development South of Main Street

The mid-19th century was aperiod of increasing populationin West Brookfield. 1n 1850 the count wes 1,344. Between
1855 and 1870 it climbed from 1,364 to 1,842. Between 1855 and 1870 the devdlopment inthe area south of Main Street
doubled. During this period the mogt upper dassresidential neighborhood in the town center continued to be the area
around the common neer the Congregationa meetinghouse and dong Main Street. The various dregtsinthe
neighborhood south of Main Street were developed during the mid and late 19th century as the homes of businessowners,
boot manufacturers, storekegpers, blacksmiths, atinsmith, ahotekeeper, railroad workers, and boot and corset workers.
Between Main Street and the depot new, mostly middle dass, dwellingswere built, intergpersed with amdl factories,
aong Centrd Street between the town hall and the railroad stafion. Secondary streetswere dlso built up with smaler
dwellings, somewith assodiated artisans shops. Front and Ware dreets and Railroad Avenue, paralleling the tracks on
the north and south, were dotted mostly with small working dass cottages.

To accommodate the growing residentia neighborhood south of Main Street the Town opened apublic schoal there.
According to Grace Wilbur's "School History" notes, dasseswere first held a the Bames-Holmes Hed Shop. 34 Milk
Street (Map # 13(. She does not ssy a what date they began or for how long they were held there. In 1876 the Town
built its own schoadl building on the ste of the present Richard Frew House 25 Milk Street (Map# 3), & the comer of
Milk and West dreets (lustrafion # 12). Named Milk Strest Schooal, it wes built on land acquired by the Town from
Augustus Makepeace. This school sarved the children of this areauntil March 3, 1953, when students were transferred,
with their belongings carried in paper bags to anewly built school on North Main Street.  The Milk Street School was
sold a auction in July of 1953 to Richard Frew with the undersanding that it be dismantled within 90 days The building
was taken gpart and never rebuilt. Inthe 1980sFrew built the housethat now standson the site. Both of the Town'stwo
center schools were decommissioned with the opening of the large new 1953 dementary school and sold at auction.
Neither building still survives.

IRISH SETTLEMENT NEAR THE RAILROAD

With the arrival of therailroad, Irish immigrantswere among the new familieswho cameto town. Severd of thetown's
earliest Irish settlers chose West Brookfield as their home after having worked as laborers building the Westem Railroad
through the Brookfieldsinthe late 1830s  Another group arrived a short fimelater as aresult of the exodusfrom Irdland
causd by the Great Famine of 1845-1850. Many of the small working dass cottagesbuilt on Railroad Avenue, Front,
and Ware drestswere owned by Irish familiesfrom the 1850sthrough the early 20* century. Severd of those families
had associaions with the railroad. Others were shoeworkers or laborers. According to Prof O'Day:

Strects neer therailroad — Front Street, Railroad Avenue and Ware Street ~ were averitable
Irish Catholic ghetto for two or three generations. Over 70% of the households on those dreets
were Irish or Irish-Americansin 1880, and aparcd of land on Ware Street enjoyed tax
exemption as "church land," as the planned future site of aCatholic church.

(continued)
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Despite this concentration of Irish families near the railroad, the town's Irish were aso scaitered dsawhere through the
towTi. Some lived in endaves on lower Church Street (known as "Gaway™) and in an areaextending from Winter Street
to lower Fogter Hill Road. Others settled on farmsin outlying secfions of town, including Wickaboag Valley and Regged
Hill.

Until 1892, the town's Irish Catholics had no official houseof worship. Asearly as 1870, land on the north dde of Ware
Street (just outside the Center Historic District expanson areg) had been st aside for afuture Catholic church. But many
years passad before achurch was actudly built. The dte finally sdected was not the lot on Ware Street.  Indteed, it was &
the heart of the town center, just eadt of the southesst comer of Main and Milk dreets(in the exisfing Wes Brookfield
Center NR Historic District). .

Until aCatholic church was built, services were held in private homes or rented speoe Prof Edward ODay, a descendant
of both the Lynch and O'Day familiesof West Brookfield, writes: . ? e »

.. .according to family tradition, in the yearsbefore the arrival of a resdent pastor in Brookfield
in 1885, priests on monthly mission would begin the weskend liturgy with Saturday night
confessions heard inthe [Michael] Lynch home. Sunday Mass, probably at first

dso offered in private homes was later regularly conducted inthe Town Hall until the present
church (Sacred Heart) was completed in 1892,

The home of Michadl Lynch (the Lynch-O'Dav House), where Saturday confessons were heard, still gandsa 20 Ware
Stret (Mg # 50, Photo #8). Lynch and hiswife, Ann (Daton) Lynch, were living inthishouse as early as about 1858
1860.

The Irish were West Brookfield'schief immigrant group during the mid-19th century, amounting to 125 percent of the
total population a that time. Prof Edward J O'Day's brief unpublished history of the early Catholic churchin West
Brookfield notes that the 1880 federa census reported over 2% of the town's population s Irish or of Irish-bom
parentage. French Canadians were the second most numerous immigrant group intown. In 1830, 3.5% of the town's
inhabitants were listed as being of French Canadian dock. Itisegimated that by 1889 there were as many as 75-80
Catholic households in West Brookfield. Thisnumber included both Irish and French Canadians and, possibly, a smdl
representation of other nationdities. The largest number was Irish.

THE RAILROAD AND ECONOMIC GROWTH

Towns and villagesdl dong newly built 19 century rail lines profited from their link with the wider world. Local
industries and agriculturethrived as aresult of fagter and more reliable transportation and the availability of awider
market. Asthe railroad opened anational market to New England, it stimulated the region's manufacturing economy and
led to the growth of diverse and flourishing industries. Smdl farmers could be more independent in how they traded their
produce. They no longer had to depend on the local sorekegper as middlieman, since they could now bring or ship goods
to market themsdves  Railroad links to the agricultural westemn gates ultimately lowered the cogt to consumers of certain
products, especidly grain and flour.

Commercia and Industrial Development Near the Railroad
In West Brookfield the area south of Main Street was built up with the dwellings of a growing populafion while it dso
atracted busnessesthat depended upon the railroad.

(continued)



NPS Form 1 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
Nationd Pak Sarvice

National Regider of Higoric Places
Continuation Shegt

West Brookfield Center HD 2006 Boundary Increase
Section number 8 Page 12 West Brookfield (Worcester), Massachusetts

Travel-Related Busnesses
Some of the earliest busnessesto locate in the areanear therailroad ssam to have been travel -rd ated busnesses, such as
livery gables, sage coach lines, and ahotel. None of the buildings of these enterprises still survive.

Hotel

The Wickaboag Hotd (no longer standing) was established by George Crowell and opened in about 1855. It sood on the
north Sde of Shaman Street near the comer of Central Sirest on the Site of the present house a 63 Central Sfreet (Map #
17). The main fabade of the hotel would originally have been visible from the passenger depot, since there was little
development between Sherman and Front dreets. At first, alarge lawn infront of the hotel extended al the way to Front
Street. Aslate as 1870 this open goace provided aviga from the depat to the main falade of the gracious 2/2-gory, Greek
Reviva style hotel with amonumenta colonnade acrossitsfront. After the death of George Crowell in 1870 William
Thompson operated the hotel until the building was destroyed by fire in the late 1880s.

Livery Stables and Stegecoach Lines

Passanger traffic encouraged the location of livery gables and slagecoach lines neer the railroad stafion. A livery steble
was kept a the Wickaboag Hotel (sse bam in lllugtration # 10). After the hotd bumed in the late 1%th century, the W. A.
Marcy House, 57 Central Strest (in the existing West Brookfield Center National Regigter Historic District) was built on
the Ste of the hotd livery.

As early as 1870 an Irish immigrant, James Dillon, kept alivery sable inabam (no longer sanding) behind what was
then agtore on Front Street.  The business continued through the end of the century a that samelocation, even after the
dore was replaced with the Harriett Crowell House. 12 Front Street (Map #20). A part of the gable can be ssan behind
the houssin lllugtration # 8. The dte of the bam is the back yard of the Crowell House.

There were severd dagecoach linesthat took railroad passengersto destinations in nearby towns. For example, an 1857
rhyme, quoted in the unpublished paper, "Industries of West Brookfield", mentions two sage linesin operation a thet
time: "Wesson's commutation goesthrough Hardwick, daily line/Sedgewick thru snows tekesyou to Wareontime." As
early as 1855 Wesson & Philips had its office and bam (neither still standing) a the northwest comer of Ware and Milk
dredts (just outside the historic district opposte the present location of the 1847 Westem Railroad Passangar Depot).

Other Busness=s
A growing economy helped promote other development south of Main Street during the mid- and late 19th century period.
Severd indudtries that were facilitated by the railroad were established a thistime:

Agricultural Products

The town's agriculture, mostly dairy and meat production, evolved during this period asthe most prosperous and most
commercial agricultural economy inthe Brookfield region. Compared to other towns inWorcester County, West
Brookfield was exceptionally strong indairy production. Industrially produced condensed milk and cheese became
important commercial items for the town. Theavailability of railroad transportation encouraged the economic success of
these businesses. According to adescription of the town's economy in 1889, West Brookfield's "product of butter and
cheese for distant markets isby no means insignificant.” Thecondensed milk factory, which was operating asearly as
1870 and bumed in 1910, was located, convenient to shipping by rail, a short distance south of the railroad depot, (just

(continued)
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outside of the historic district expanson area, on the south bank of the Queboag River). The dreat leading from Main
Street to the milk factory took the name Milk Street.

Therailroad d<0 benefited George S Jennings, whois said to have had the mog extensive greenhouses between Boston
and New Y ork located behind his house on West Main Street (just west of the westem boundary of the existing West
Brookfield Center Historic District). Roseswere his specidty. According to Anna Carter's paper "Industries of West
Brookfield," he shippedfl owersto Boston and New Y ork by train. His rear property line bordered the north sde of Ware
Street, oppodite the historic district expanson area. There he carried on athriving florist busness, apparenfly from before
1870 to the timeof his deeth, about 1885. Mrs. Jennings continued the business afterward and was listed as afloristin
the 1892-1893 Worcester Countv Regigter, adirectory for Wes Brookfield and other county towns.

At the same time that agricultura products were being shipped by trains from West Brookfield to the wider world, another
agricultura product, grain, was brought in by rail. Reseerch has not shown where grain was stored before 1884.

However, from 1834 through the mid-20* century grain arriving by rail was gored in the old 1847 Westem Railroad
Passanger Depat, a itspresant Ste a 81 Ware Street. That busnesswas operated by R. K. Makepeace through some
fimein the 1890s, then by T. E. Gould unfil about 1902, by W. R. Traill through about 1913, and then by the Cufler
Company through 1966. The Cutler Warehouse a& 5 Railroad Avenue, Map # 40, was built in about 1914 by the Cufler
Company. The Cufler Company's operations were apparently extensive by the mid-20* century. Two Cutler Shed
buildings, which nearby on the eest Sde of Old Long Hill Road (Map # 37), built in 1936, ssam a0 to have bean
assodiated with its operations, which included the sdle of grain, fuel, and lumber. A sgn still atached to the track sde of
the Wegtem Railroad Freight House. 14 Freight House Road (Map # 32), indicates that it too housed Cutler's operations.

Artisana Products

Manufacturing increased in West Brookfield during the mid-19th century. During this period the town's smdl scde
artisanbasad production included: hatmaking, currying, saddlemaking, hamessmaking, and the production of trunks,
deighs, wagons, chairs, cabinetware, axe handles and other wooden tool parts, and finware.

In 1870 acurrying shop was in operafion opposite the railroad freight depot in the gpproximate location of the Ridey
Monument Building. 17 Railroad Avenue (Map # 33). Itispossble that the Ridey Monument Company, which was in
busnessthere in the 1880s and 1890s, occupied that earlier buildmg.

Other handwork was carried out in sheds and outbuildings associated with the homes of the artisans themsdves.
Although, for the most part, the outbuildings where thiswork was carried out no longer survive, the following listing is
included because it reminds us of the commercid life that was once associated with the dwellings that still dand a those
locations. A blacksmith shop and atin shop (no longer standing) are known to have been inlocated on either Sde of the
Carleton Cushman House, 9 Mechanic Sfreet (Map # 10), in 1870. A blacksmith operation was carried on here by George
W. Bliss (b. 1826), wholived acrossthe dreet & 14 Mechanic Strest (Map #6). He isknown to have been a thislocation
from as early as 1855 until 1857 or later. His blacksmith business was continued & this samelocation through the end of
the century by his son, Albert W. Bliss, who lived nearby in the former Methodist Parsonege. 17 Milk Street (Map #1).
Anna Carter's notesrefer to awhedwright shop operated by Mr. Cushman, mentioned above, in the besament of his house
& 9 Mechanic Sirest (Map # 10).  Although she gives no date, Carleton Cushman owned the house from &s early asthe
1850s through 1870 or later. Miss Carter dso mentions Mr. Nolan's blacksmith shop on Shermean Stireet in ebout 1895.
A blacksmith shop behind the Jackson-Nolan House. 8 Shermian Street (Map # 16), is shown on the 1885 mgp but was no
longer existing in 1898.

(continued)
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In the 1890s Addison Beds occupied asmal building (no longer sanding) immediately eest of the house a 9 Mechanic
Sfreet as histin shop. That building is known to have been atin shop as early as 1870, however itisundear who was the
tinsmith a that time Snce the map shows no ownership of the property. 1n 1857 the shop at this locafion beonged to
Senate Johnson, who then lived acrossthe greet in the Johnson-Allen House a 8 Mechanic Street, Mgp #9. Anna
Carter's notes credit Johnson with making axe helves, whip saks, bows, and handles for rakes. Itisnot known if he
caried on histrade in the former tin shop or a his house.

Harriett Crowell, the widow of George Crowell, was adressmaker. An old photograph of the housea 12 Front Strest
(HMustration # 8) where de lived after the deeth of her husband, shows her "dressmeke™ sign on the building. She was
one of two dressmakerslisted in West Brookfield in the 1892-1893 Worcester Countv Regigter.

Before the Civil War many Wes Brookfield people did boot and shoe hand outwork & home. During this early period
mogt dements of the boot and shoe making process were hand processes and it was not unusud to find shoe bottoming
shops behind housssin town. Many local shoeworkers were employed by the Batcheller Company in North Brookfield.
In 1833 and afterward, shoe manufacturing companies were dso established in West Brookfield.

Anna Carter ligted in her notes fifteen West Brookfield boot shopsthat she was aware had existed. Two werein the
historic district expandon area. One was a the Johnson-Allen House. 8 Mechanic Street, where Josgph W. Allen livedin
the 1870s and 1880s Thisshop was gpparently no longer standing in the 1890s The 1870 aflas mgp showss three shoe
shops gpparently all owned by Dennis Fay and associated with the Dennis Fay House. 57 Ware Street (Map #44 , Photo #
9). A smdl one-gtory building atached to therear of the Fay House may be aformer shoe shop. Ancther of those shoe
shops may be aamal one-gtory outbuilding on the property of the J. Keams House. 59 Ware Street (Map #45, Photo # 9).
A former shoe shop said to have been moved from Ware Sfreet (possibly one of Fay's shops?) now dands a 49 Centrd
Street in the existing West Brookfield Center Historic District.

Manufacturing

Boot and shoe manufacturing and corset making were the town'stwo maost important industries during the sscond half of
the 19th century. Severd boot factories and acorsat factory were located south of Main Stret neer the railroad,
convenient to shipping. With the decline of the shoeindustry in the 1890s the manufacture of sporting goods, fishing
rods, and toys was carried on here in the same buildings through the 1920s-:1930s. Many who lived in the neighborhood
were employed in these factories.

Most of the buildings where 19* century manufacturing was carried out are no longer standing. However, theseindustries
and the locations of the buildings where manufacturing took place are described here because of their associations with
thase who lived in this neighborhood and because of their rolesin the physical devdopment and economic history of this
section of West Brookfield.

Boot & Shoe Making

Shoemeking, mostly for the southem trade,fl ouri shedas the town's magjor industry beforethe Civil War. After the town
recovered from the blow to the shoe market causad by the war, severd new shoe factories were established using more
industrial methods than before.  In the late 1830s West Brookfield's five shoe factoriesemployed about 200.  During this
latter period, boots were mede for the westem market.  The industry faltered at the end of the 19th century and was
replaced in importance by corset manufacturing.

(continued)
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According to loca histories. West Brookfield's first manufacturer of boots and shoeswas John M. Fdes, who begen
operation in 1833. The compay remained in busnessuntil 1892. The factory, taken downin 1905, was located a 11
Ead Main Stret in the existing West Brookfield Center Historic District. A number of other boot and ghoe shops were
scattered through the town center during the lagt three quarters of the 19th century.

In 1870 two boot factorieswere in operafion on Centra Strest near the railroad. Neither building sfill gands today. One,
owned by Lemud Fullum, stood north of his housea 49 Centrd Street (in the existing historic disfrict). That factory,
which hed been established before the Civil War, bumed in 1882 and was not replaced.  The other, the Smith & Dane
Boot Factory, sood on the site of the present Brookfield Machine and Tool Company factory (Map # 22), near the comer
of Centrd and Front streets. When the Smith & Dane factory bumed in 1886 anew factory building, occupied by
Mcintosh & Company, manufacturers of boots and shoes was built on the same site. Mcintosh was till in business in
1898.

The Henry & Allen Boot Factory (later Allen & Makepeaoe) (no longer standing) was built in 1873 on the southwest
comer of Centrd and Front greets. |t continued in operation there until about the 1890s  After standing vacant and then
being usd for sorege for many years, the building was demolished in 1936 to make way for the Town of West
Brookfield Town Bam (sse Illustration # 58). Onthat Ste the West Brookfield Senior Center (Map # 21), is currently
under constmction.

Another boot and shoe factory was opened in 1874 by J. L Wood (aso on the Ste of the present Brookfield Machine and
Tool factory) immediately north of Smith 8& Dane and later Mcintosh. Over time, this building was occupied by Wood &
Savage M. J. Savage, then Savage & Burkein 1885, Savage & Burke was gpparently out of businessby 1896, when the
building was shown on a Sanbom mep as "vacant.”

No longer serving their original purposes, the Mcintosh and Savaege & Burke boot factorieswere adgpted in the early 20th
century for the manufacture of fishing rods by the Standard Fishing Rod Company. The Mcintosh Boot Factory later was
used as achair factory, atoy factory, and adipper factory. It was demolished in 1937. The Savage & Burkefactory was
bought in about 1948 by Brookfield Machine and Tool Company and adapted for use as itsfactory. This company was
established by J. Irving England and partners to supply machine parts to areamills and to design and develop specid parts
to order. The company expanded quickly and before 1951 addifions were medeto the old building. Late 20* century
expansion led to the demoalition of both the original building and these later additions to make way for the entirely new
building, which now occupies the Site.

Hed Shop

Another manufacturing acfivity, associated with the boot and shoe industry, was dso carried out in the neighborhood
south of Main Street. A hed shop, where hedsfor boots and shoeswere mede, was inoperafion & 34 Milk Street (Map #
13), from 1870 or earlier through &s late as 1892. I1n 1870 thisbuilding was occupied by S L. Bames & Son Hed
Factory. Bamesjoined in partnership with Philander Holmesinabout 1873, operating as Bames & Holmes. 1n 1875
Holmes bought out Bames and conducted the business on his own until s late as 1892. Holmes still owned the property
in 1898, but it was gpparenfly being usad as adwelling a that fime. Itissad that inthe 1890sfinsmith Addison Beds
was living here.

The hed shop building was moved to this Site in the early 1850s, gpparently by George Crowell, who weas shown &s the
owner on the 1855 mgp and who owned the house next door a 26 Milk Street. Map#11. The building that gands here
today is somewhat dtered fromits 19* century gopearance. Originally a 2/2-story  (continued)
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dructure (Illustration #6), it suffered afireinabout 1969, which destroyed the upper floors. The present first floor door
and window arrangement closdaly reflectsthat of the pre-fire building. The present gable-front desgn dso followsthe
lines of the original, although the eavesare not as broad and the trim ismuch smpler.

Bedlieved to have been built before 1771, thisbuilding originally stood a 84 Eagt Main Street (outside of ad to the eest of
the center Nafional Regigter historic district). In the 18* century it sarved as Pritchard's Tavern. In the early 19 century
it was the home of Congregational minister, Ephraim Ward. Beforeits move to Milk Street, the building hed been
subdivided and used as three tenements by cobbler, Patrick Bradley. 1t is supposad that it was moved to its present Sitein
the early 1850s After the move, it continued to be usad as tenements. In addition, the West Brookfield Methodist
Episcopa Church, established in 1851, was using part of the building, possibly the upgtairs, for religious servicesin 1855
when Crowell sold the property to Alanson Hamilton. Itisundear how long the Methodist Society continued to use this
goace 1n 1859 the congregation acquired a church building on West Main Street (now George Whitefield United
Methodist Church inthe exisfing center Nafional Regigter historic district). The building isdso said to have housd a
town public school before the constmction of the Milk Street School in 1876.

Corsst Manufacturing

Charles H. Jackson established acorset factory in 1889 oppodte the railroad passenger depot in agtore building on the site
of the Harriett Crowell House a 12 Front Street. The busness expanded into alarger building (no longer standing) built
in 1870 to house the growing business on Central Street (Illudtration #5, top).  The new factory sood south of the Smith
& Dane Boot Fectory, on whet isnow the property of Brookfield Machine & Tool Company (Map# 22). By 1875, 73
women and girlsand 7 men were employed there. In 1886 aterrible fire destroyed the building, Mr. Jackson's home next
door, and the Smith & Dane boot factory too. After the fire, corset manufacturing was carried on inthe Town Hall until
1894. A new factory was built inthat year a 34 Plessant Street (in the exigting National Regiger district) after the
formafion of the Quaboag Corsat Company as the partnership of C. L. Olmstead, John G. Shackley, and William P.
Garrett. At the pesk of the company's production it employed 250 hands, many of whom lived neerby. Although boot
manufacturing declined a the end of the century, the corset companyflourishedand was further expanded with an
addition to the Plessant Street factory inthe early 20* century. Corsets were made there until the factory dosed in 1922,

Other Manufacturing: Toysand Yesst
The Precison Wire Shapes Company Building. 11 Long Hill Road (Map # 39, Photo #4), located immediately south of
the railroad tracks, is sad to contain within its present exterior part of an earlier building. A wood building isbelieved to
have been built on this ste before 1920, possibly by the Cufler Company, dedersingrain, coa, and lumber, which dso
operated the nearby 1847 Westem Railroad Passanger Depot as agrain warehouse.  Because of its 20* century date, no
eadily available mgpshave been found to show itsoriginal Szeor plan. There is no published West Brookfield history for
this period either. During the 1920sLeon Thompson, of the Little Giant Toy Company, owned the building. Itis unclear
whether or not toys were ever made here or whether the building was usad simply for the company's sorage. Thetoy
company factory may have been located on Central Street in aformer boot factory on the Ste of the present Brookfield
Machine and Tool Company building. The Gavitt Wire Company, founded by Lester Gavitt and now operated in
Brookfield by the Chesson family, manufactured wirein the building from about 1923 to 1928. In 1929 Leon Thompson
sold the building to the Vamum Yeast Company, owned by Elmer Vamum, for the manufacture of yeast. With atumover
in manegement, the name weas changed to Capitol Yeast Company inabout 1938. At about that time amasonry addition
was medeto the wood building. Associated with the yeedt factory a later dagesof its history were Charles Newton
Prouty and Edmund Kitzmeyer. Inthe 1960sMr. Kitzmeyer was in charge of its operations. The company sold out to
Federd Yeedt of Bdtimore inthe late 1960sand yeast production a this location ceesad. The building was sold in 1970.
(continued)
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Precision Wire Shgpes Company began manufacturing hereinthe early 1970s 1nabout 1984 part of the old factory was
demoalished to meke way for the present building, presumably incorporating the 1930's masonry secfion into the present
building.

Changing Times. The Boston & Albany Railroad

In 1867 the Westem Railroad and the Boston & Worcester Railroad were consolidated as the Boston & Albany Railroad.
The merged companies then became the commonwedth's single wedthiest and most powerful corporation. Even by that
date the railroad had dready mede a contribution to the evolution of busnessin this country by becoming the first
American railroad to professondize its management.

In 1834 the Boston & Albany Railroad built anew sione passanger station in West Brookfield. The Westem Railroad had
built the town's earlier two gstafions, the first West Brookfield passenger depot of 1839 and the passanger depot and
freight house of 1847. Aspart of the 1884 project, the old 1847 gation was moved to its present Site and sold to aprivate
party to sarve as acommercia grain depot.

In 1900 the New Y ork Centra Railroad took a 99-year lease on the Boston & Albany. 1nthe face of the consfrucfion of
much longer new railroad lines acrossthe country by that fime, this arrangement extended the influence of these two
shorter lines. The two railroads functioned cooperatively under this agreement, somewha as the Boston & Worcester ad
the Westem hed before their merger as the Boston & Albany.

The high point in both passenger and freight business on the Boston & Albany was 1920. By the mid and late 1920s, as
the automobile and gasoline-powered buses and trucks became increasingly popular, both the number of passengers and
the amount of freight began to decrease. Railroad passenger service ceesad in West Brookfield in the mid or late 1950s
Railroad sarvice inthe United Stateschanged greetly after World War || as widespread automobile ownership and, later, a
growing interdate highway sysem medetraveers increasingly independent of public transportation. Not only did
passenger use plummet, but trucking on an improved highway system aso cut the amount of freight handled by railroads
during thisperiod. Asaresult, American railroads saw magjor reorganization inthe 1960sand 1970s. The New Y ork
Centrd and the Boston & Albany became part of the Penn Centrd Railroad in 1968. 1ntum, the Penn Centra was taken
over by Conrail in 1978. That line has been operated by CSX dnce it took over from Conrail inthe 1990s The single
track that now mns aong the lineat West Brookfield testifiesto the limited use of this route today.

The Passenger Depot and Other Railroad Buildings

Today no railroad-rdated outbuildings survive on the gation grounds. However, sudy of historic mgpsand old
photographs shows how the gtation grounds have changed over time. The 1855 map of West Brookfield isthe earliest to
show railroad buildings. Initthe 1847 passenger depot and freight house are in place, with the Gothic Revival style depot
danding on the Ste of the present 1884 station. Development inthe immediate vicinity of the depot a that fimewas
limited dmogt entirely to buildingsbuilt by the railroad itself and there wes fill little residential or commercia
development south, esdt, or west of the station and freight house.

Severd buildings, shown but not named on the 1855 map, are identified on the 1870 map. Eagt of the depot on thenorth
dde of thetracks was awater tank. On the south Sde of the tracks there were, west to eedt, an unidentified railroad
building, awarehouse, and the freight house. Further eest were wood and cod sheds. There were three in 1855 and four
in 1870. A long unidentified building, possibly awarehouse, seen west of the depot on the 18556 migp no longer existed
by 1870.

(continued)
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Dueto pracfica needs, the number and placement of railroad-owned buildings in the West Brookfield Railroad District
changed gradudly over time. However, major changesin the placement of railroad-owned service and warehouse
buildings occurred a the fimeof the constmcfion of the new passenger gafionin 1884. In the 1880s there was a change
in the railroad's philosophy, which resulted in aconscious effort to place warehouses and sarvice shedsaway from the
dation and freight house. Although no documentation has been found to verify the railroad's actua planning godls for
Wes Brookfield, physica evidence corroborates what isknown about the beautification and marketing efforts of the
Boston & Albany during the 1830s & 1890s

After the constmcfion of the 1884 station, between 1885 and 1898 railroad buildings on Front Sireet just west of the
gation wereremoved. By 1898, this Front Street areahad become part of the landscaped station grounds. At thet fime,
the 1847 Freight House stood (just as it doestoday) on itsorigina ste on Freight House Road, on the opposite sde of  the
tracks from the passenger depot. A largerailroad service or warehouse building (no longer stlanding) aso stood a good
digance away from the station, eest of Long Hill Road on the south side of Freight House Road. A short digtance eedt of
it was acluger of samall buildings belonging to aprivate enterprise. One of them gppearsto have been the two-gtory
portion of the surviving Charles Ridey Monument Works Building, Mgp #33.

In about 1891, aportion of Long Hill Road was rerouted and abridge over the tracks was congructed there. This effort
not only eiminated the grade level crossing of the tracks but dso assigted in the beautification of the station grounds.
What isnow known as Old Long Hill Road was by-passed and anew parald road was cut through from Front Street.
The new route extended southward to pass over the newly congtructed railroad bridge and rejoin the older route further
south. Thisroute was cut through in such away as to provide adte for railroad service and gorege buildings to itswest.
Thererouting of the road allowed the placement of railroad-related buildings on both sides of the tracks to the west of the
dation, while kegping them hidden from the station grounds.  Today no railroad-built buildings survive inthis section,
bounded by Front Sfreet, Milk Street, Long Hill Road, and Old Long Hill Road. Qil distributor buildings sand south of
the tracks (Map # 37) and aTown dorage yard (Map # 34) occupies the areanorth of the tracks. With the rerouting of
Long Hill Road, this section and the areawest of it became a segregated warehouse-commercid area where not only
railroad buildings but dso buildings that served private warehouse and commercid purposss were built.

Apparently as part of this effort to divide passenger services from freight and commercid services, the old 1847 passanger
depot was moved away from the passenger areawith the construction of the new station in 1884. It was relocated to the
comer of Wareand Milk dreets (Map #41) whereit was converted to use as acommercid grainwarehouse. It now
srves as the headquarters of an oil distributor. Asearly as 1885 ancther grain depot was sanding on the ste of the
present building a 5 Railroad Avenue (Map # 40).

Yet, despite beautificafion efforts to the area around the passenger depat, certain practical features still prevailed. Water
tanks flanking the station can be ssen on 1889 and 1898 mgps  Infact, until the railroad converted to diesd locomoatives
in the 1950s, water tanks were necessary to replenish the tanks of the deam engines. A pair of water tanks and an
adjoining shed on the eest dde of the stafion can be saenin Illustrafion # 13 inthe late 1940s in use & West Brookfield.
None of these structures survive. Neither do any other rdated smctures ssen on historic mgpsor in old photographs.
The only railroad-built buildings still standing in the areatoday are the 1847 passenger depot, the 1847 freight house, and

the 1834 passanger depot.

(continued)
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Mid- and Late-20th Century Changes Around West Brookfield Station

The railroad's mid-20th century converson from sgeamto diesd enginesled to changesin the yards around West
Brookfield station. The last Seam locomotive meadeitsrun on the line between Boston and Albany on April 17, 1951.
After that date, the Bogon 8 Albany Railroad (and its parent company the New Y ork Central) operated solely with diesdl
engines. The advent of diesd powered locomotives meant gregter ease of operation and alarge saving on the cogt of
equipment, operation, and maintenance. Fewer diesdl locomotives were required and fewer employess were nesded for
daily operation. With steam, sops had been required to replenish water and cod a intervals dong the route. On long
digance routes, such as from Bogton to Chicago, severd geam engine changes were dso needed. With diesdls interval
gopswere necessary only for crew changes. Conversion to diesd engines had an effect on the types of sructures found
in the yards of railroad gations all dong the route. With the dimination of eam engines, water towers and cod pockets
were soon removed. At West Brookfield, awater op before the conversion, the water towers were tom down.

The present Long Hill Railroad Overpassbridge, resting on the 1890s abutments of the earlier bridge a this dite, isa 1955
reinnant of the New York Centra era It replaced the original 1890slight tmssbridge a this location, which was
demoalished when it was smck by atrain loaded high with automobile frames (see Illustration #4). The present bridge is
an dtered example of therelatively common plate-girder-and-fioor-beam structura type. It is one of some400 bridges
and culverts of thistype that were included in the Massachusatts Highway Department databasein 1993. Moved here
from another dte, thisisamuch older bridge ~ actudly built in 1924. 1t was shortened on its northem end to adapt it to
the present locafion. In 19838 the smcture was again dtered when it was raised (and its knee braces shortened?) in order
to provide room for the taller modem railroad vehicles that now pess benegth it.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

RAILROAD BUILDINGS

Of particular note within the West Brookfield Center Historic District expanson areaare two railroad pessenger stations
and arailroad freight house representing important Sagesin the development of American railroad architecture. The
1847 Westem Railroad Depot and its freight house are rare survivors from what can be congdered the early sege of
American railroad station constmction. The 1884 Boston & Albany Railroad Passanger Depot is an excdlent early
expresson of the mature late 19" century sage.

The 1847 Wesxt Brookfield Westem Railroad Pessanger Depot. 81 Ware Sirest (Map #41, Photo # 1), and the Westem
Railroad Freight House. 14 Freight House Road (Map # 30, Photo # 2), of the samedate, rank among the eerliest railroad
buildings recorded in the files of the Massachusetts Historica Commission. The importance of these buildings dso
apopearsto extend beyond the boundaries of the state. According to Grest American Railroad Stations by Janet G. Potter,
the 1847 West Brookfield passanger stafion dso "may be ane of the oldest depots|eft inthe United States” |If this
datement is accurate, itislikely that the West Brookfield freight houseis dso one of the nafion's earliest railroad
buildings. Inaddition to being notable for their age, both buildings are significant for the good date of preservation of
their exteriors. The surviva of both 1847 buildingsis particularly noteworthy, considering the smal number of railroad
buildings surviving a al from such an early period both in Massachusetts and acrossthe country .

Early Railroad Buildings in Massachusetts and the United States

There are a many as Sx surviving pre-1847 railroad passanger dations listed in the Massachusstts Historical

Commission's MACRIS files. Three were built for lines other than the Boston & Worcester or Westem railroads. The

ealies, in Andover, dates from 1835, the same year the dat€sfirst railroads were opened for service. Itisdescribed as
(continued)
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having "no style" and itspresent condition isnot known. The other two include adrastically dtered depot in Aubum
(1838) and asmdll, well preserved octagond, gazebo-like, Gothic Reviva style station in Belmont. Although it begen
serving as arailroad gation in the 1850s, the Belmont station was originally built about 1840 not as arailroad building but
as aprivate one-room school house.

The earliest Westem Railroad passenger depot till sanding in Massachusetts may be the Gresk Reviva gyle Warren
Passanger Depoat (1839) (MHC Warren inventory form # 140), d<0 illustrated in Rail-Road Charts. Illustrafion # 9a
Moved fromitsorigina location and converted to use as adwelling, it now sarves as atwo-family house. Three other
early Westem Railroad depots, in Cheshire (MHC # Cheshire, A/44), Hinsdale (MHC # Hinsdde, 112), and Cheder,
Massachusetts, are thought to have been erected in 1841. These gations, plainer versions of the Gothic Revivd sylethan
the West Brookfield depot, are similar to one ancther (Illusfration # 15). These less style-conscious gations may be
among the earliest examples of this popular Gothic-inspired design, which was widely ussd on the Westem Railroad line
and on its affiliated branch linesfor years afterward. Current ressarch haes not discovered the reason why the version of
Gothic Reviva used & Wes Brookfield was chaosen here over the Smpler version. |t is supposed thet as a gation that was
important as arefreshment sop and as afreight hub, it was thought that its architecture should be more stylish and
distinctive.

|Uusfrations published in Bradbury & Guild's Rail-Road Charts Number | Boston to Albany give an idea of the dtations
that sood dong the Boston & Worcester and Westem Railroad linesin 1847. Intended to help passengarsenjoy what
they were seding as they traveled dong the routes of thesetwo railroads, the guidebook illustrated landscagpes, bridges,
and buildings of particular interest. Many, but by no meansall, of the stafions between Boston and Albany were pictured
in wood engravings. Most of the illustrated passenger depots are shown as relatively smdl and built of wood. Some on
the earlier Bogton & Worcester arm of the route gppear as unassuming bam-like structures with wide bracketed
overhanging eaves dong the Sdes. But more stylish and imposing sations on both the Boston & Worcester and Westem
lines are dso included. Severd of the Westem Railroad stafions pictured in the book are Greek Revivd in style. Some
ae Gothic Reviva and others are Egyptian Revival.

Of al the buildingsillustrated in Rail-Road Charts, the West Brookfield station and itsbrick freight house are among only
avery few that are fill slanding today. An excdlent view of both buildings (Illustration # 18) isincluded in this
publication, which was issued & just about the timethey were built. Two other Westem Railroad pessenger stations of
the same Gothic Revivd style design as the West Brookfield gation are d0 illustrated inthe samevolume. Oreis a
amdler but nearly identical station is shown inWestfield, Massachusetts, near Springfield, (Illustration # 14a). A partial
view of the depot & Pamer, Massachusetts, (1llusfration # 14b) indicates that it too was of the same design. It is not
known whether other similar stations might o have existed dong the line.  Today, the West Brookfield depot isthe
only example of this design known sfill to be standing.

Comparison of Gothic Revival Stvle Stations on the Westem Railroad
The 1847 West Brookfield depot is more daborate than the 1841 Gothic Reviva gations in Cheshire, Hinsdde, and
Cheder, mentioned above. Like them, it has broad eaves supported by brackets dong their Sdes. However, the brackets
on the 1841 stations are of wood while those a West Brookfield are of cagt iron. At West Brookfield the siding is board
and batten, while the others have ordinary clapboard exterior walls. The Gothic-stylelabeled window capsand door caps
s=en a& West Brookfield are the same as those a Cheshire, Hinsdae, and Chester, but West Brookfield's fancier upper
window sseh havetrefoil Gothic trim decorating their tops. In place of the end porticoes of repegted Gothic arches usd a
West Brookfield, the earlier Sations only have broad eaves on their gable endstrimmed with Gothic style stick omamernt.
(continued)
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No examples of the Smpler version of the Gothic Reviva wereillustrated in Rail-Road Charts, suggesting thet their effect
and style may have been conddered to be lesspicturesque and lessworthy of gpecid note than the more daborate design
used a Wes Brookfield.

The West Brookfield Depot and the Architectural Styles of the Day

In England and in continental Europe eexly railroad safionswere built inavariety of syles popular a the time, including
Greek Reviva, Neo-Classicd, Itdianate, and Gothic Revival. Some early American stations were extremely plain and
esentidly astylisfic, but as early as the 1830s and 1840s, many were being built inavariety of popular, picturesque, and
exatic styles. The reason for the choice of "exotic" gyles ssams to have been to giverailroad buildings more thana
utilitarian gppearance and to cregte a picturesgue effect in the landscape.

The Gresk Reviva style, the style of the moment inthe 1830s was widely usad for the nafion'sfirst railroad stafions.
One of the earliedt, the 1830s station a Lowell, Massachuseits, wes Gresk Reviva in style and was built to look like a
Grek temple.  Rail-Road Charts and other sources show that severd of the earliest dations on the Westem line were
Gresk Revival. In Worcester, Massachustts, two 1830s railroad dations ~ the Boston & Worcester's Norwich Street
gation and the Westem Railroad's Washington Square station (Illustration # 9b) - were Grek Reviva style buildings.
The 1839 Westem Railroad Passenger Depot in West Brookfield's neighbor town of Warren wes one of severd Westem
Railroad gations in Gresk Reviva styleillustrated in Rail-Road Charts. Itislikely that West Brookfield'sown first

passenger depot was a0 in that style.

The picturesque spirit of the 1847 Gothic Revival stafion a West Brookfield and itslook-alikes in PAmer and Westfidd is
clearly inkegping with itstime. The Gothic style was d<0 usad inthe United Statesfor railroad stations before 1845 in
Charleston, South Carolina, and in Boston (the Fitchburg station). Ashes been mentioned above, both smple and more
daborate expressions of the Gothic Reviva style were adopted for passanger dations on the Westem Railroad as early as
the 1840s, with the earliest believed to date from about 1841.

The Gothic Reviva styleis closaly associated with the history of the Romantic era and the "Picturesque’ movement.
Examples of Gothic Reviva architecture first gopeared in England in the mid-18th century intandem with the birth of the
"Ficturesque" nogtagic for the lost Gothic era pagt. Recognizing the role of emofions in human experience, romanficism
and the philosophy of the picturesque took hold in reaction to the then prevalent Enlightenment period empheds on
rational thought. Beginning inthe 1830s influential American architects, such as Alexander Jackson Davis, Richard
Upjohn, and Isaiah Rogers built churches and housesfor the well-to-do inthe Gothic Reviva style. The 1844 publication
of Andrew Jackson Downing's architectural handbook. Cottage Residences, promoted the "Ficturesque’ and madethe
Gothic Revival one of severd popular dtematives to the then dl-pervasve Greek Reviva style. During the 1840s and

(continued)
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1850s a the same timethat Gothic Revival stylerailroad stetions were being built aong the nation's early railroads,
Gothic Reviva buildings, especidly housssand churches, were gppearing acrossthe country. Asillugtrated in Bradbury
and Guild's Rail-Road Charts, railroad gations in the Gothic Reviva and other "Picturesque’ and exatic syles built dong
the route of the Westem Railroad have the charm and make-bdieve quality of follies scattered acrassavery large garden.
In keegping with the "man vs. nature” philosophy of Romanticism, these"civilized" sations st out dong the line mede a
striking contragt to the "wild" Massachusetts landscepe, which was aso abundantly illustrated in the guidebook.

1847 Freight House

From the beginning, the trangportation of freight was sean as amagjor income sream for American railway companies.
Freight houseswere included inthe 1830s request for proposds for the construction of railroad buildings to be built a
dations dong the Westem Railroad. Views of the Boston to Albany route illustrated in Bradbury & Guild's 1847 Rail-
Road Charts Number 1 show freight houses together with passenger depots a sops dong the route. Other views of
freight houses can be seen in railroad documents and other publications of the period. Freight houses shown in these
illustrations are typically utilitarian buildings, either of wood or brick construction. Most are rectangular, gable-roofed
buildings with broad eaves. They are st paralld to the railroad tracks and have setsof windows and loading doors on the
long ddesand a either gable end.  Although they are generdly utilitarian in gppearance, some, including the West
Brookfield freight house, are treated with subtle stylistic references.

Wes Brookfield's first freight house (no longer standing), built in 1839, was of wood constmcfion and messured 20 x 35
feet with 15foot pogts  Its gppearance is not known, athough the railroad's request for proposas required thet the
buildings to be built on the line should be "plain”. Westem Railroad records for the years shortly before 1847 menfion the
ned for larger freight facilifies along the line (see above under "Nead for Larger Accommodations'). The present brick
freight house (Westem Railroad Freight House. 14 Freight House Road, Map # 32, Photo # 2, was built in 1847 and
meeaures gpproximately 50 x 150 feet. Thisbuilding isone of the earliest freight houses surviving in Massachusetts
Earlier freight housssbeieved till to be standing in North Andover and Russdll date from 1840. A freight house in
Webder isdated 1845. Russl ison the Westem Railroad arm of the Bogton to Albany route. The other towns are on
other railroad lines.

The West Brookfield freight house gppeers to be among the earliest surviving freight housss to befreatedwith stylistic
detailing. Earlier identified freight houses are described in the Massachusetts Historical Commission's listing as being of
"no style.” The West Brookfield freight house hes dements of the Gresk Reviva and Itdianate Syles inits comer
pilagters, frieze, and segmentd arched openings. A freight house (1llustrafion # 9a, no longer sanding) a Warren,
illustrated in Rail-Road Charts, was smdler but similar in design to the one in West Brookfield. Other later freight houses
still standing on the line, such as one & Warren (circa 1860s) and another similar one & Pamer, have more distinctly
Greek Revivad features, with pilaster and pand treetment of their Sdesand corbelling a the eaves

1834 Boston & Albany Railroad Passenger Depot
The 1884 Bogton & Albany Railroad Passenger Depot. 15 Front Street (Map # 30, Photo # 3, lllustrafions#2, 2a & 3a), is
of interest for its associaion with the important late 19th century development of the Boston & Albany line. By the
1880s, the Bogton & Albany had been overshadowed by newer, larger railroads with much longer routes. To make its
place in the market, the company now endeavored to encourage high volume local traffic and to cregte an attractive
corporate image for itself  To do this, it built a series of subgtantia, high quality new gtations and st themin carefully
tended, landscaped grounds.

(continued)
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During this period of image building, in the 1880s and 1890s the Boston & Albany line became associated with the
Richardsonian Romanexque style. The great Boston architect, Henry Hobson Richardson, was responsible for the earliest
Romanexque style stafions built onthe line. The first two were designed in 1881 for Aubumdale, in the town of Newton,
and PAmer, Massachusetts. By the timeof his degth in 1886, Richardson had designed nine depats for the Boston &
Albany. After he died, his sucoessors, Shepley, Rutan, & Coolidge, designed twenty-three more inthe ssme style. With
its digtinctive Richardsonian Romanesgue dations and careful attention to the landscaping that surrounded them, the
Boston & Albany created for itself acorporate image that eamed it the name "A Railroad Beautiful."

The 1834 Wes Brookfield Passenger Depot is among the earliest of the Boston & Albany's new Richardsonian style
dations to be built outsde the environs of Bogton. Itisdso one of thefirst of Richardsonian Romanesque style dationsto
have been designed by someone other than Richardson. Because Richardson wes in Europe during the summer of 1882,
when the West Brookfield depot and ancther one in Adams, Massechusetts, were commissioned, he waas not available to
cary out the project. E. C. Gardner, a Springfield, Massachusetts architect drew the plans for the West Brookfield gation
(Hustrafion # 2).

Eugene C. Gardner (1836-1915) was bom in Ashfield, Massschusetts and began his architectura pracficein Northampton
a the age of twenty-two. After the Civil War he setfled in Springfield, where he was in sole pracficefor twenty-five
years. Oneof hisfirst commissonsin the city was the brick Trinity Church, 1870, which he modded after Henry Hobson
Richardson's Unity Churchin Springfield. Architectural historian Henry-Russdll Hitchcock credited Gardner as one of
the earliest architects in the country to be inspired by Richardson's work. 1n 1889 in association with George Pyne and
his own son, George C. Gardner, he became heed of the architectura firm, Gardner, Pyne & Gardner.  After the death of
Pyne in 1911, he continued in practice together with his son. Gardner designed alarge number of buildings of all typesin
Springfield and westem Massachusetts Many of his surviving buildings are listed on the National Register of Historic
Faces. Hewas d0 the author of severd books, including Homes and How to Make Them. Illustrated Homes, and
Home Interiors.

Gardner's design for West Brookfield adopts the rockface granite and brownstone walls, high shdtering hip roof, and
broad, bracketed eaves of Richardson's earlier Boston & Albany stations to express the company's new corporate image.
The building was planned as a smple rectangle with degply projecting eavesaround all four Sdes. Apparently because of
the smdl sze of the expected clientele, no porches or covered trackside walkways extend from the building as they did a
sverd of the gations desgned by Richardson. For example, more passengerswere expected to get on and off a the
Richardson-designed gation & Pamer, which was located a the intersection of two separaterail lines and which, & its
completion in 1885, took over the restaurant service that had previoudy been provided a West Brookfield.

The grounds of the new West Brookfield station were certainly landscaped, since landscaping was an important part of the
Bogston & Albany image. However, itisundear exacfly what itslandscape plan was. The 1898 Worcester County Atlas
map of the town (inset, Illustration 3a) shows what must have been stylish landscaping of the areaimmediatdy infront of
the station. Curved drivewaysare shown infront of the building, interspersed with severa planted idands in naturalistic
forms. Available higtoric photographs of the station ssemto corroborate this plan and suggest and that mog of the
landscape planting condgted of trees. One photograph shows what gppeersto be aflower bed a the bese of atree
(Hlustrafion # 3a).

(continued)
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The cdebrated landscepe architect, Frederick Law Olmsted, did landscape plans for many dations dong the Bogon &
Albany line. However, no documentation has been found to indicate whether or not Olmsted mede plans for the grounds
a Wes Brookfield. Nonethdess, if not actualy designed by Olmated, the planting here mugt have been ingpired by his
designs and was probably in conformity with other gations dong the line. Upon the recommendation of Olmsted, masses
and picturesque groupings of hardy shmbbery, plants, and perennid flowerswere chosen by the railroad for the
landscaping of its station grounds (lllustration 3b). Itisnot known exactly what kind of plantings or what arrangements
might have been usad here, dthough photographs suggest that treesin front of the station were mgples. Since the oece in
front of the gtation building now serves as aparking lot for cars and heavy equipment, none of the original landscape
pattem or planting survivesto giveus aclue. A mounding of earth eedt of the station building and south and eest of the
present parking lot is not part of the original landscgpe plan, but is of recent date.

The Romanesgue Stylein American Architecture

The Richardsonian Romanesgue style ssen inthe 1884 West Brookfield passenger dation is one of severd "Revival"
dyles that were popular in the United Statesduring the 19* century.  While the Romantic movement held swvay,
architectura styles associated with the distant past or with exatic cultures were popular both in England and the United
States Styles such as Gresk Revival, Gothic Revival, Romanesgue Revival, Renaissance Revival, Moorish, Byzantine,
and others, entered the design vocabularies of architects of theday. Romanesgque Revival and its Garman source,
Rundbogendtil, were popular during the middle of the 19" century. But Boston architect Henry Hobson Richardson
caried the Romanesgue Reviva style further. He madeit hisown. In the 1860s and 1870s he began to adopt in his
buildings the massve heavy stone constmction and round arches of the medieval Romanesgue architecture he had ssen in
France during histraining a the Ecole des Beaux Arts in Paris. Richardson achieved fame for his monumental
Romanesgue design for Trinity Church in Boston, dedicated in 1877. During the 1870s and 1880s Richardson's
Romanesque-dyle libraries, town halls, commercid buildings, and residences ultimately eamed the style the name
"Richardsonian Romanesque’ and confirmed the significance of the syle inlate 19* century American architecture.
During the 1880s and 1890s the Richardsonian Romanesgue style wias interpreted by architects other than Richardson
himself and became popular acrossthe United States for buildings of al sorts.

Richardson changed the direction of railroad station design inthis country with his commissons in the 1880's to design
passenger gations for the Boston & Albany Railroad. James F. O'Gorman, writing on Richardson's depots, quotes an
1839 articleinthe periodica Garden and Forest, which remarks upon the change:

...until Richardson began to build rura railroad-stations none had been erected in Americawhich
deserved much consideration as intelligent and pleesing worksof art... .the best of our smal country
dations were plain, chegp stmctures, looking no more like gations than like buildings of some
different kind, while the average varied between grotesque and fragile attempts a picturesqueness of
agpect and shebby make-shifts disgracing the very name of architecture. Wehad vulger litfle gations
that looked like exaggerated kiosks, and brick and wooden boxes which merely displayed the railway
company's dedire to goend as little money as possible.... When the Boston and Albany Railroad
Company asked him [Richardson] to design their station & Aubumdale he showed for thefirst time
what such abuilding ought to be."

(continued)
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Although today we view the earlier picturesque sations with more comprehension and respect than did the author of this
article, Richardson's influenceis undeniable. With their high, broad roofs and earthbound qualifies, Richardson's sone
dations cregted an image of shdter and pamanence. Seemingly rooted to the ground and in harmony with the landscape,
these subgtanfid buildings offered a dramatic comparison to the more frivol ous designs and lightweight wood
constmction of earlier depots. Not only did these Sations fit the image desired by the Boston & Albany, but they dso
became an ingpiration for later railroad gations both large and small.

COMMERCIAL WAREHOUSES/INDUSTRIAL BUILDINGS

Convenient to shipping and receiving, the secfion of the disfrict thet is close to the railroad hes historically been home to
industry and commercid warehousing. Thisfradition continues, with busnesses and industries in operation here today
occupying both historic and modem buildings.

Although numerous industries have been located in the expangon area Snce the mid-19* century, only two historic
manufacturing buildings still survive. Both are smdl, unassuming, woodframe buildings with little alusion to style.
Both have been dtered. The Bames-Holmes Hed Shop. 34 Milk Street, hes logt its upper floors, and the Ridey
Monument Works. 17 Freight House Road (Map # 33) hes suffered some dterafion as aresult of the applicafion of
synthetic siding. In comparison to the aredslog factories, they are much amdler. The shoefactories, which stood on
Centrd and Front sfreets were saverd stories high and very plain in gppearance (1llustration # 5, bottom, and Illustration

54).

Better preserved are the areds surviving historic commercid smctures. The relatively well-preserved 1847 Westem
Railroad Passanger Depot was converted to use as acommercid grain warehouse in 1885. Although it was not built for
that purposs, it sarved inthat capacity from 1885 until about 1966. Today itis till funcfioning as awarehouse for the
Shermen Oil Company. The building's Gothic Reviva styleis, of course, due to its grander original use as arailroad
dation, dthough itslong rectangular shgpeiswell suited it to the purpose of grain sorage. Much lessimposing, but built
specifically for ufilitarian warehouse purposes, are the Cufler Warehouse. 5 Railroad Avenue (Map #40, Photo #4), ca
1913-1914, and two Cufler Sheds Railroad Avenue a Old Long Hill Road, built in 1936, gpparenfly dso by the Cufler
Company. All three Cutler buildings are box-like sructures with gable roofsand corrugated metd exteriors. The more
stylish of the three isthe warehouse, which has as its only omamenta features rhythmical, regularly placed windows
dong itslong sdes and bold Arts and Craftsstyle eavetrim of smple rafter-like outriggers.

Two late-20* century factories carry on the manufacturing tradition in the historic areatoday. Another modem factory is
dso inoperafion immediately eedt of the eastem boundary of the expansgon area, south of therailroad fracks. All are flat-
roofed plain gmctures that are utilitarian indesign and built of materids that include cormgated metd, concrete block,
and brick.

DWELLINGS

By comparison with the housesin the existing West Brookfield Center National Register District to the north, mogt of

those in the expandon area are generdly smadler and more modest with fewer omamenta features. They are, for the

mog part, amdl to middle-sized and are quite Smple and unassuming. Styles range from no style, or "style-less’, to the

Grek Reviva and Italianate. Both very plain and more daborate expressons of the Gresk Reviva style can be found in

the area. Two larger houses are interpreted in the Italianate style.  Both side-gable and gable-front housss are ssen here.
(continued)
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However, the largest number take the gable-front form, which wes the most popular house form during the mid-late-19*
century period when the neighborhood was developed. The dde-gable type is seen in some of the earlier or lessstyle
conscious houses

The small dze and omamentd simplicity of dwellings found inthe expanson areareflectsthe generdly modest economic
datus of mog of the original inhabitants. Differences in economic level can be sseninthe varying sze andfreatmentof
houses on different sreetsin the neighborhood. The smplest houses are found on the eet end of Front Street and on
Ware Street, which were originally populated mostly by Irish immigrant workers. Many of the smple but dightly more
stylish Greek Revival style cottages on Mechanic Sfreet were the homes of artisans, such as blacksmiths, tinsmiths, and
woodcrafters.

Sherman Street gopears to have been planned by developer George Crowell as amore degant section. Houses onthis
dredt are somewha larger and more style conscious than those on other nearby streets. The first building to be built on
the gtreet, the colonnaded, temple-front, Greek Reviva style Wickaboag Hotd (no longer sanding), st astylishtone.
The Greek Reviva dwelling of railroad telegraph operator Sanford Adams and Crowell'sown Itaianate style house gave
Sherman Street the amore subgtantia  gppearance, comparable to that of the northem section of Centrd

Street (in the existing West Brookfield Center Nafional Register Historic District). Beforeitstrim was removed and the
building was covered with synthefic siding, the Daniel Thurston House a 10 Shamen Street (Magp#15, Photo # 5),
probably aso possessad similar architectural dass.

Traditional two-story, Sde-gable form

Among the few two-story, sde-geble housesfound inthe district, one isthe oldest houseto have been built in the
neighborhood and the other is an 18* century building moved here. The circa 1830, Howland House, 16 Milk Street,
(Map #4) isthe only house in the expanson district dating from the pre-railroad era of the neighborhood. It tekesthe
Sde-gable form, which was typical of New England houses beginning inthe 17* century and which was still the most
popular houseformin the 1830sa thefi meof its constmcfion. Despite changesto its exterior assodiated with the late 20*
century application of synthetic siding, its overall form and proportions are nonethd ess distinctive of an era predating the
devdopment of therest of the neighborhood. Thislate Federd period houseis one of the largest dwellingsin the
expandgon area. Since it was built a afi mewhen the housssof ordinary people were quite small, its Sze suggeststhat its
origina owner (not yet identified) was aprogperous member of the community. The 2/2-gory, double-pile, Sde-gable
body and the broad eaves gable retums, and paired interior chimneys were characterigtic of the housses of progperous
familiesof the day. Thishouse gopearsoriginaly to have had afive-bay,center-entry main faBade on the north Sde, now
treated astherear. Thefive-bay,center-entry arrangement was common for the main facades of 19" century sde-gable
houses. Thisarangement can be ssen in numerous other housesin the existing West Brookfield Center National Regigter
District. Originally st on alarger lot, the house was assodated with a leest Sx acres of land, which in the mid-19*
century was developed with the houses now standing on Mechanic and Milk dreets.

The dde-gable Lynch-O'Day House. 29 Ware Street, Map # 50, Photo # 8, is said to have been built in the mid or late 18*
century. However, it did not gppear in this neighborhood unfil the 1850'swhen it was moved here from itsorigina Ste.
This 2/2-gory, double-pile house is beieved to have spant part of its premove life as the Jennison Tavem ashort distance
west of here. Itsdde-gable form derives fromits 18 century origins. When the building was standing on itsoriginal Site,
its main entrance was probably a the center of its three-bay, longer faBade. Upon its move, it was updated with broad
Gresk Revivd-style eaves with gable retums, friezes dong the Sdesand in the gables, and Greek-inspired door frames.
The present paired chimneys may dso havereplaced an origina centra chimney a that time. The

(continued)



NPS Form 1 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
Nationd Pak Savice

National Regger of Higoric Places
Continuation Shest

West Brookfield Center HD 2006 Boundary Increase
Section number 8 Page 27 West Brookfield (Worcester), Massachusetts

present plan, which features an entrance in each of the Sde gableswith an associated interior sairway for each, suggests
that the housewas adapted & the time of the move for use by two or more families. Buildings of asmilar two-stairway
plan are known to have sarved as multi-family dwellings in mid-19th-century New England mill villages. However, even
though it may have been intended for use by more than one family, the house is believed to have become asinglefamily
dwelling when it becamethe home of Michael Lynch 1858 or 1860. It has continued to be used by asngle family ever
snce, dthough a timesit has been occupied by multiple adult family members

The smdl sze and omamentad simplicity of dwellings found in the expansion areareflects the generdly modest economic
datusof mog of the origina inhabitants. Differences in economic level can be ssen inthe varying Sze and trestment of
houses on different sreetsin the neighborhood. The smplest houses are found on the eest end of Front Street and on
Ware Sfreet, which were originally populated mostly by frish immigrant workers. Many of the smple but dightly more
stylish Greek Revival style cottages on Mechanic Street were the homes of artisans, such as blacksmiths, tinsmiths, and
woodcrafters.

Sheman Street gppearsto have been planned by developer George Crowell as amore degant section. Houseson this
dregt are somewhat larger and more style conscious than thase on other nearby dreets. Thefirst building to be built on
the street, the colonnaded, temple-front, Greek Revival style Wickaboag Hotel (no longer standing), set a stylish tone.
The Greegk Reviva dwelling of railroad telegraph operator Sanford Adams and Crowell'sown Itdianate style house gave
Sheman Street the amore subgtantid gppearance, comparable to that of the northem section of Central arangement of
windows and doors on the main fa(jade and the ddes suggests that this house might have originaly been planned for two
familiesand later converted to single family usa Future physica investigation may answer this quegtion.

An example of agtyle-conscious mid-19* century expression of the Sde-gable form isthe 2/2-gory, Bracketed Itdianate
syle George Crowell House. 65 Central Strest (Map # 18, Photo #5), with awide central facade dormer. Built in the late
1860's, it has heavy bracketed eaves—an important omamentd feature. Both itstrim and its Sde-gable form are derived
from the broad-fronted Italian paacesthat ingpired this popular mid-19* century style. Thisisone of the largest and most
imposing housssinthe expandon area. Its Sze and architectura pretension are in kegping with the tenor st by the
temple-front Gresk Revival style Wickaboag Hotel, which sood acrossthe street and neerby & the time of its
congtruction.

Gable-Front Form

The gable-front house type was first mede popular in mid-19* century America in association with the Greek Revival
style, which was ingpired by the gable-front form of ancient Greek temples. The popularity of this formwas o due to
its suitability to narrow urban lots, such as those on Front and Mechanic sreetsin West Brookfield, in fast growing
American cifiesand townsinthat day. Most housesin the expangon district are of the gable-front type and many of these
gable-front houseshave a least somehint of Greek Revival syle inspiration. Some, however, are very plain and can be
cdled "gyleless'. Ingze they range fromvery smal one-dtory cottagesto medium-szed 1 /2-gory houses to larger
dwellings, as well.

One-and-a-hdf-gory Gable-front Housss
Small, 1 '/2-gory, gable-front houseswere built throughout the neighborhood from possibly as early as the 1840s on
through the 1870s and 1880s and possibly as late as the 1890s A few have omamentd trim that dludes to a popular

syle, but many are very plain.

(continued)



NPS Form 1 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
Nationd Pak Savice

National Regge of Higoric Places
Continuation Shed

West Brookfield Center HD 2006 Boundary Increase
Section number 8 Page 28 West Brookfield (Worcester), Massachusetts

One of the mog handsome and best preserved housesin the expandon areaisthe 1 '/2-gory, gable-front Sanford Adams
House. 14 Shermen Stregt (Map # 14, Photos #7 & 5). Built between 1857 and 1870, itis subgtantid in gppearance and
is treated with full-blown Gregk Revival details, including panded comer pilasters, broad eaveswith

gable retums, wide friezes a the eavesand inthe gable, plain window frames, 6/6 saeh, and amodest pilagter-architrave-
comice door frame with long siddlights. The house is made more imposing by the exisence of a reer dl and an atached
bam with cupola. The form of this house, its omamenta features, and atached el and bam s the Adams House in the
same dass as houseson Central Street in the existing West Brookfield Center National Register District.

A group of less style conscious, gable-front houses are found on Mechanic Street. Houses & 8. 10. 12. 14. 16.and 9
Mechanic Stret (Photo #6), were built inthe late 1840s or eaxly 1850s They may al originaly have been nearly
identical ~ 1 '/2-gories high and three bays wide on the main faBade with asmall one-story wing on the eest Sde. Of
modest gppearance, they were nonethdesstreated with simplified Gregk Reviva features including wide comer boards,
friezeson the Sdes, feBade gables with retums, and apair of windows in the tympanum of the gable. The Crowell-Bragg
House around the comer and facing on Milk Street isof this samedesign. Despite changesthat have been mede to them
over time, their generd form, proportions, and someor mogt trim have been preserved.  This row of houses pleasss the
eye with the rhythmic repetition of its gabled facades neetly lined up aong the edge of the sdewalk.

These houses are dighfly smdler and have less omamentd trim than another group of similar dwellings built a about the
same timein acontiguous secfion of the existing West Brookfield Center National Regiger Higtoric Digtrict. The Central
Street housesare 1 '/2-gory, three-bay, sidehdl-entry, gable-front Gresk Reviva style dwellings with larger one-gtory
wings. Standing on the west Sde of Central Street north and south of the Mechanic Street intersection, these housesare
numbered 25, 31, 37, and 43 Central Street. Associated with the Merriam family of publishers, they were among the first
houses to have been built on Cenfral Sfreet. Further research will be necessary to determine whether or not the Mechanic
Stret houses and their counterparts on Central Sfreet were rdlated in someway other than in their smilar gppearance ~
possibly asthe work of the same carpenter builder.

One-and-a-hdf-gtory, gable-front houses on the east end of Front Stireet date from the 1850s and 1860s (Photo # 10), and
show very little reference to style. Unlike the row of Mechanic Strest houses, they ssam not to have dl been built on a
sngle design. Although they are not identical, al have agable facing the Sreet to cregte arhythmical pattemn dong its
length. Some have been 0 greatly dtered that itisdifficult to discem their original gopearances. Others, sauch asthe
Jeremiah Clennan House. 36 Front Sfreet (Map # 24), and the Thomas Roache House. 56 Front Stret (Map #28), are
well preserved. Both have three-bay main facades with asdehdl entry, broad eaveswith no retums, and apair of
windows a the half story in the gable. They have little omament and few stylistic allusions, yet they are smilar to the
Mechanic Strest housesin dze, proportions, and in the arrangement of their windows and doors.

A one-and-a-haf-gory, gable-front houseon Old Long Hill Roed is similar in gppearance and contemporary in its dete of
congtruction to the Front Street houses. Like the Clennan and Roache houses, the S Carroll House 23 Old Long Hill
Road (Map # 38, Photo #4), issmall ingze, dignified initsdesign, but "style-lless’ - with the samethree-bay faBade

arangement, paired windows in the gable, and broad eaveswith no retums. Similarly "style-less’ isthe contemporary L

Keams House 59 Ware Street (Map #44, Photo #9), which differs initseven smdler sze, gable retums, and the
subdtitution of a modem "picture" window for the origina pair of ground floor windows on itsmainfalade. The P.
Murphy House. 77 Ware Street (Map #42), isof a dightly later date (1870-1885), but issimilar in sze and very plain
design to the houses dready mentioned, except for its Gothic-influenced high-pitched roof and gable retums. The J.
Powers House. 43 Ware Stret (Map #48), built between 1885 and 1898, is awel-preserved example of asmall,
(continued)
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dignified, but "style-less’, 1 '/2-gory, gable-front cottage.

Two-and-a-hdf-gory. Gable-front Houses

Between about 1855 and the 1870's and 1880's anumber of larger gable-front houses gppeared in the neighborhood.
They includethe L. A. Sorague House. 19 Milk Sireet (Map # 2, 1855-1857), the Methodist Parsonege. 17 Milk Stred,
(Map # 1, 1857-1870); the Harriett H. Crowell House (12 Front Street, Map# 20, 1870-1885); the John Gallivan House.
32 Front Strest (Map # 23, 1870-1885); and the Louvill W. Ford House. 44 Milk Strest (Map # 19, Photo # 7, 1870
1885)w. The Greek Reviva style isthe predominant stylistic influence ssen in these houses. One can be cdlled Itdianate
in style. None are high style expressions of their syle and mogt are very goareintheir trim. Only one of the group, the
Itdianate-style Louvill W. Ford House, is somewhat daborate initsdetailing. 1t isthe most imposing of this group due to
its comice-on-brackets window cgps, broad eaveswith dentil trim and gable retums, and atwo-gtory bay window on the
south Sde cgpped with aroof turret, possibly added & alater date, which accentsthe roofline above the bay windows.
The larger sze of housss being built during thisperiod in this section dose to the railroad corresponds with the new
construction that was occurring during the same period on Centra Street inthe exigting historic district. Many of the
houses on Centra Sfreet were, however, larger and more stylish than mogt of these.

These houses are dightly smdler and have lessomamentd trim than ancother group of similar dwellings built a about the
samefimeinacontiguous section of the existing West Brookfield Center National Register Historic District. The Central
Street housss are 1 '/2-gory, three-bay, sidehdll-entry, gable-front Gresk Reviva style dwelings with larger porches and
more trim.

BARNS

Bams were once a common feeture of the neighborhood south of Main Street, as they were in other parts of thetown
center before the advent of the automobile. However, only afew bams surviveinthisareatoday. The surviving bams
ae smdl gable-roofed, wood structures. They are modtly of the gable-front. New England type with the doors in the
gable end. All of them gppear to date to the mid-late 19* century period of the development of the neighborhood. Bams
dand a the following addresses 36 Front Street (Map # 24); 56 Front Street (Map # 28); 8 Mechanic Stret (Map #9); 10
Mechanic Strest (Map # 8); 14 Sheman Stret (Map # 14); and 29 Ware Street (Map # 50).

SHOPS

Shopswere associated with severd housesin the neighborhood during the 19* century. Although in a leest one case a
shop occupied the cdllar of a house, smdll blacksmith shops, shoe shops, and other artisans shopswere typically small
outbuildings on the grounds of acraftsman's home. There were once severd artisans shops on Mechanic Sfreet and
others on Ware Street.  Of those once numerous shops, only asmall, one-gtory, gable-roofed outbuilding that gopears to
have been shoe shop still gands next to the J. Keams House. 59 Ware Stret (Map #44). Another former shoe shop may
have been incorporated into the Dennis Fay House. 57 Ware Strest (Map #45), next door. What gppeer to be reused
buildings are atached to the front and rear of the Fay House. The smdll one-gtory, gable-roofed building & the reer is of
the dze that suggetsa shoeshop.  The smdl sze of these dmctures and the fact that shoe shop buildings are shown in
this generd location on the 1870 mgp suggest that the freestanding shop & 59 Ware Strest and the attached rear smcture
a 57 Ware Stret could well be shoeshops  Further physical and documentary investigation may answver this question.

Some 20* century outbuildings used for lavnmower sdlesand service during the mid-late 20* century can still befound
behind the Methodist Parsonage. 17 Milk Strest (Map # 1).

(continued)
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TREES

Large treesmake an important contribution to the historic character of the West Brookfield Center Historic District
Boundary Incrae (Photos #6,7 & 10). Tree-lined sredtsthroughout the expansion arealend the neighborhood an air of
dignity esswell s of ege Particularly notable are the intentional plantings of rows of trees on the north sde of the eest
end of Front Streat (Photo # 10) and dong the eedt Sde of the south end of Centra Street.  Neither the histories of their
planting nor the histories of other beauitification projects in Wes Brookfield have been discovered.  1tispossble that tree
planting took place in this neighborhood neer the railroad station a about the sametime the new pessenger depot wes
built and landscaped in 1884-1885. However, young trees dready of acertain Sze are ssen on the eedt Side of Central
Street inan undated pre-1886 photograph of Charles H. Jackson's corsat factory (lllustrafion # 5).

Archaeological Signiflcance

Since pattems of ancient Native American occupation in West Brookfield are poorly understood, any surviving sites could
be significant. Ancient sitesinthisareacan be important by contributing important information on the activities and
adaptations of Nafive American people to the Worcerder Plateau uplands of Western Massachusetts and the upper reeches
and heedwaters of the Connecticut River drainage. The Queboag River, the southem branch of the upper Chicopee River
Drainage, drains West Brookfield. Locally, the district is drained by the Quaboag River and Coys Brook immediately
south of Wickaboag Pond. Ancient sites in the expanson locale may contribute important information that defines
pattems of exploitation and adaptation by Native Americans. Thisinformation may then help understand similar pattems
used by later Europeans.  Riverine and nearby upland resources were important to Native Americans for subsstence,
trade, trangportation, tool technologies, and their socid environment. Native Stesin this area should contain lithic and
ceramic artifacts that can help idenfify intracsite acfivitiesthrough time, and the functional importance and variability of
dtes. The andyds of lithic and ceramic artifacts can ds0 help identify pattems of trade, possibly dong riverine
trangportation routes, and the oreed of tool technologies. Ancient Sitesin this areamay dso contain information that
hdps undergand the importance and rel ationship between riverine drainage boundaries as socid boundaries. Ancient
Native American socia/political boundaries inthe areaof the Worcester Platea/Centrd Massachusetts Uplands may
represent acultural adaptation to that physiographic region rather than the boundaries of the Connecticut, Thames
Blackstone, and Merrimack Rivers, each of which hes its heedwaters andfributariesin the region.

The West Brookfield Center Historic District Boundary Increase areais potentially significant for its historic
archaeologica resources becauseit contains severd of the archaeologica remains associated with West Brookfield's early
history and development of its agricultural and industrial past. Archaeologica resourcesinthe District may represent
residenfial, commercia, and industrial Stes dating from the town's early settlement inthe mid-17* century through mid-
19* and early 20* century expanson around railroad facilities constructed through the district. Additional documentary
research combined with archaeologica survey and testing may locate unknown and documented structures important in
the district's settlement history. Structural evidence may exist from farmsteads that existed in the expandon area before
congtruction of therailroadin 1839. The areasouth of Main Street, which includes the entire district expanson, was

(continued)
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reported as undevedoped when the railroad first cameto West Brookfield. The Howland House, however, was constmcted
ca 1830, posshly as afarmhouse. Additional documentary research and archaeologica testing may help determine
whether the Howland House functioned as part of alarger farm. The same research may aso help locate addifiona
examples of digoersed farmgteads in the expanson areathat characterized the town's settlement until constmction of the
railroad.

While railroad constmction inthe district expandon areawas responsible for much of theresidential, commercid, and
industrial development that followed, no maps exist that document the layout or organization of this early deveopment.
Documentary reseaerch combined with archaeologica testing and detailed mapping can help document the initial
sttlement and evolution of theseresourcesin the expandgon area. The Westem railroad developed in West Brookfield as
one of the earliest railroads inthe country. Archaeologica resources can hdp document pattems of thisearly
development and architectural characterigtics of these early railroad buildings.

Historical and archaeologica research may contribute important informafion related to the growth and operation of
industries that developed around the railroad corridor in the disfrict expandon area. Any information related to 19*
century manufacturing in the district may be important snce mogt of thesebuildings are no longer standing attesting to the
importance of manufacturing related archaeologica resources. Potentia archaeologica resources & manufacturing or
industrial dtesmay include architectural characteristics of mill buildings, technologica agpectsof the manufacturing
process, manufacturing products, and energy or power supply. In the district expansgon area, archaeologica resources
related to manufacturing may survive a severd location the ste of the Smith and Dane Boot Factory (ca 1870) and later
Mcintosh & Company (1886) boot and shoe manufacturers a the same location on the Ste of the present Brookfield
Machine and Tool Company factory, near the comer of Centrd and Front Strets; the J. L. Wood (1874) boot and shoe
factory immediately north of the latter mills; the Henry and Allen Boot Factory (1873) a the southwest comer of Centrd
and Front Streats, and the Charles H. Jackson corset factory (1869) oppodte the railroad passenger depot on the ste of the
Harriet Crowell House a 12 Front Stredt.

Structural evidence from residences, outbuildings, and detailed anaysis of occupational-related features may contribute
important informafion related to ethnic Sudies and the district's 19* century frish and French-Canadian immigrant
population. Important archaeological information may exist that identifiesthe socia, cultural, and economic
characterigics of immigrant populations and how these characterigtics either changes or were reinforced by life in the
district and immigrant coinmunity. Archaeological evidence from outbuildings and occupationa-related features may
identify economic activities conducted to supplement jobs with the railroad or factoriesin the area. Archaeologica
evidence from outbuildings and the contents of occupationa-related features may idenfify agricultura activifies conducted
a homesto supplement the subsslence base of immigrant families. Information may ad<o exis that identifies
manufacturing activities conducted a home as part of the larger boot and shoe industry present inthe district.

(end)
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SECTION 10 GEOGRAPHICAL DATA continued

UTM REFERENCES

E. Zone Easting 735/960 Northing 4678/780
F. Zone Easting 735/860 Nortliing 4678/640
G. Zone Easting 735/560 Nortliing 4678/850
H. Zone Easting 735490 Nortliing 4678/840
l. Zone Easting 735200 Nortliing 4678/860
J Zone Easting 735260 Nortliing 4679/080
K. Zone Easting 735/080 Nortliing 4679/110
L. Zone Easting 735/940 Northing 4679/270
M. Zone Easting 735420 Northing 4679/100
N. Zone Easting 735/540 Northing 4679/280
0. Zone Easting 735/480 Northing 4679/370

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Boundaries of the West Brookfield Center Higtoric District Expansion are indicated on accompanying West Brookfield
AsesorsMaps 8, 37, and 38. OnMilk and Centrd streets the northem boundaries of the expanson district adjointhe
southem boundaries of the existing West Brookfield Center Historic District.  The boundaries of both the existing and
expandon districts are determined by property lines. 1n generd, other expandon district boundaries dso coincidewith
property lines. OnMap 37, Lot 1, aboundary line hes been drawn arbitrarily to meke the large lot smdler. Some
undeveloped lots historically associated with housesincluded in the district, but now subdivided off, have been included
in the district. The backs of severd lots on Front Street have been included as if they had never been subdivided.

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

The West Brookfield Center Historic District Expanson extends the existing historic district southward to include
dwellings and railroad, commercial, and industrial buildings associated with the 19* and early 20* century development
of the town center following the arrival of therailroad in 1839. Along Milk and Central sreets the boundaries of the
expandon district meet those of the existing digtrict tojoin the two aresstogether as one. Extending eest and west of Milk
Stret, dong Front and Ware dredts, the expansion areaincludes neighborhoods of 19* century worker housing associated
with the railroad and with the increasing number of indudtries thet located in the district after the coming of therailroad.
Only the south sde of Ware Street isincluded in the district. Thisis due to the fact that very little development occurred
on the north sde of the greet during the historic period and the present buildings there mostly date from the mid-late 20*
century. While dwellings line the north Side of Front Street, railroad property historically occupied the south side. The
southem boundary of the expanson areaincorporates within it properties associated with the railroad, the properties of
two dwellings, and those of businesses and industries that benefited by locations cose to the railroad. The southem
digtrict boundary reflects the outer limit of historic development of the area. Further south is marshy, undeveloped land.
A modem factory located on the eest end of Freight House Road hes not been included in the district.
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M. Zone Easting 735/420 Northing
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Boundaries of the West Brookfield Center Historic District Expansion are indicated on accompanying West Brookfield
AsesorsMaps 8, 37, and 38. OnMilk and Centra gtreets the northem boundaries of the expangon district adjoin the
southem bounderies of the existing West Brookfield Center Historic District.  The boundaries of both the existing and
expandon digtricts are determined by property lines. In generd, other expangion district boundaries o coincidewith
property lines. On Map 37, Lot 1, aboundary line hes been drawn arbitrarily to make the large lot smdler. Some
undevdoped lots historically associated with housesincluded in the district, but now subdivided of f have been included
in the digtrict. The backs of severd lots on Front Streat have been included as if they had never been subdivided.

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

The Wegt Brookfield Center Historic District Expangon extends the existing historic district southward to include
dwellings and railroad, commercia, and industria buildings associated with the 19¢ and early 20* century deve opment
of thetown center following the arrival of therailroad in 1839. Along Milk and Central streetsthe boundaries of the
expangon district meat those of the existing district tojoin the two areestogether as one. Extending east and west of Milk
Street, dong Front and Ware stredts, the expansion areaiincludes neighborhoods of 19* century worker housing associated
with the railroad and with the increasing number of indudtries that located in the district after the coming of the railroad.
Only the south sde of Ware Street isincludedinthe district. Thisis due to the fact that very little devel opment occurred
on the north Sde of the streat during the historic period and the present buildings there mostly date from the mid-late 20*
century. While dwellings line the north sde of Front Street, railroad property historically occupied the south side. The
southem boundary of the expanson areaincorporates within it properties associated with the railroad, the properties of
two dwellings, and those of busnesses and indudtries that benefited by locations dose to the railroad. The southem
digtrict boundary reflects the outer limit of historic development of the area. Further south is marshy, undeveloped land.
A modem factory located on the esst end of Freight House Road hes not been included in the district.

(end)
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ILLUSTRATION #1A

Wedem Railroad Passanger Depot and Freight House, West Brookfield, as illustrated in Bradbury & Guild's
Rail-Road Guide #1. Looking west along tracks, 1847.

ILLUSTRATION #lb

Early 20" century view of 1847 Westem Railroad Passanger Depot after the 1830smove to its present location
on Ware Street. View of eest end with small gable-roofed addition and north Sde. Onthe far left, the Cutler
Warehouse is saan on the opposite Sde of thetracks.

ILLUSTRATION #lc

1907 View looking west from the Long Hill Road Bridge. Onthe right Sde isthe 1847 Wesem Railroad
Passanger Depot before the alteration of its eest end. On the left astore building sands on the Ste of the
present Cutler Grain Warehouse a 5 Railroad Avenue. (Photo: collection of Robert A. Buck, Warren MA)
ILLUSTRATION #2

Fan of 1834 Bogton & Albany Wes Brookfield Passenger Depot, designed by E.C. Gardner.
ILLUSTRATION #2a

1834 Bogon & Albany West Brookfield Passanger Depot. View looking eedt probably in the late 19 century.
Building on far rightisunidentified. Itslocafionis o dose to the station, suggesting it was probably arailroad
building, (photo: West Brookfield Historical Commission)

ILLUSTRATION #3a

1834 Boston & Albany West Brookfield Passenger Depot, view looking east from parking and loading area
wes of stafion. Railroad tracks are a far right. Thispostcard from around the tum of the 20" century shows
the station grounds with original landscaping in front of the station. Insst 1898 map shows idands of lawn
intermpted by curved driveways and aparking areato the west of the station.

ILLUSTRATION #3b

View of H.H. Richardson's Aubumdale station on the Boston & Albany line showing the type of landscaping
typicd of therallroad's sations during the late 19" century. The landscaping of the West Brookfield station
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shown inthe previous postcard is similar to that of the Aubumdae station in the use of trees, lawns, and curved
driveways.

ILLUSTRATION #4

Original Long Hill Road bridge after damegein a 1955 trainwreck, (photo: West Brookfield Historical
Commission)

ILLUSTRATION #5

Top: view of CharlesH. Jackson's Corsat Factory (1870) on Centrd Street nearly opposte Shermen Strest.
Building was destroyed by fire in 1886, which svept avay severd other smcturesin this area The busness
wes revived after the fireand carried on a other locations. Corset manufacturing continued to be an important

pat of Wes Brookfield'seconomy well into the early 20" century, (photo: Anna Carter, Wes Brookfield
Historical Commission)

ILLUSTRATION #5a

The Henry & Allen Boot Factory (later Allen & Makepeace) ca 1936. Built in 1873 on the southwest comer of
Centrd and Front dreets (Site of the present West Brookfield Senior Center), it served for the manufacture of
boots until about the 1890s After sanding vacant and then being used for Sorage for many years the building
was demolished for the Town Bam (below), (factory photo: West Brookfield Historical Commission; Town
Bam photo: Archie Jay collection, Gilbert-Merriam Library, Wes Brookfield)

ILLUSTRATION #6a

Bames-Holmes Hed Shop, 34 Milk Street, unknown date. The configuration of the main faBade with three
entrances may datefi-omits 19" century use as tenements with ameeting hall upstairs, and later as a shop
where hedsfor boots and shoes were made, (photo: collection of Rodney Hanks, West Brookfield)
ILLUSTRATION #6b

A Milk Strest seeninthe 1950s when it was being usad as asingle-family resdence. Thisview showsthe
building before a 1960s fire, which causad the remova of the top floor. The arrangement of doors and windows
s hereisthe same as ssen on the building today, (photo: Hanks collection)

ILLUSTRATION #6c

A Milk Street as ssentoday after 1960sfire.
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ILLUSTRATION #8

Podcard view of Harriett Crowell House, 12 Front Street, looking northwest ca early 20" century. Onthefar
right isthe James Dillon Livery Stable (no longer slanding), (postcard: collection of Bill Jankins, West
Brookfield)

ILLUSTRATION #9a

Gresk Reviva-style Westem Railroad Station, Warren, MA & shown in Bradbury & Guild's Rail-Road Charts,
1847.

ILLUSTRATION #%
Gresk Revivd-style Westem Railroad Station, Worcester, MA, built in 1839
ILLUSTRATION #10

Wickaboag House Hotdl, built ca. 1854 on the comer of Sheman and Centra sreets Bumed in the late 1880s
The hotdl's livery dableis ssen & the rear of the building.

ILLUSTRATION #11

Above: dte of excavation of Crowell monument & comer of Front and Centrd srestsin August, 2003, during
constmction of West Brookfield Senior Center. View looking northfi-omFront Street. Below: brownstone
monument inscribed with name of Crowell on theright face.

ILLUSTRATION #12

Didtrict #1 School (Milk Strest Schoal) (1876), served as apublic school for the town center through 1953. The
building, which sood a the comer of Milk and West dreets was demolished shortly after it closed. A housea
25 Milk Strest now dandson the site.

ILLUSTRATION #13

Weg Brookfield railroad yardswith a deam locomotive. View looking northwest wes taken in ebout the 1940s

The 1847 Wedem Railroad freight houseis seen a the far left. Water towers and other outbuildings are seen

herewhich do not survive today, (photo: Robert H. Jones, West Brookfield Historical Commission)
(continued)



NPS Form 110-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018

(<

United States Department of the Interior
Nationd Pak Savice

National Regiger of Higoric Places
Continuation Shedt

West Brookfield Center HD 2006 Boundary Increaese
Section number ills. Page 4 West Brookfield (Worcester), Massachuseits

ILLUSTRATION #14a

ON #l4aWedem Railroad pessenger gation a Westfield, MA illustrated in Bradbury & Guild's Rail-Road
Charts of 1847. Itsdesgn closdly reseemblesthat of the 1847 West Brookfield station.

ILLUSTRATION #14b

Westem Railroad pessanger station & Pamer, MA onthe far left of this illustration in Rail-Road Charts (1847).
The design of the pogt, iron bracket, and window trim suggest that this station was a0 of the same design as
the sations a Westfield and Wes Brookfield.

ILLUSTRATION #15

Westem Railroad Pessanger Depot, Chester, MA, believed to have bee built in 1841. Stations of thisdesgn
were built a numerous locations aong the Westem Railroad and on its secondary lines. This gopears to have
been the mog common version of the Gothic Revival style ussd by the railroad.

PHOTGRAPHS

Photographer:  Susan Cecceca
Date: April 2003
Location of negatives Wes Brookfield HC

Westem Railroad passenger depot, looking SE from Ware Strest

Westem Railroad freight house, looking NW fi‘'om Freight House Road

Boston & Albany passenger depot, looking NW

Rallroad-rdated buidings. Old Long Hill Rd., Railroad Ave., looking SN from overpass
65 Centrd S, 14, 10, 8 Shaman Stredt, looking W from Central Stret

16, 14, 12, 10, 8 Mechanic Street, looking Nfi-omMilk Stregt

26 Milk &., 14 Shamen &, 44 Milk &., looking N fromMilk St. neaer Front .

29 Ware Stredt, looking SW from Ware Street

67-59-57 Ware Street, looking E

42, 44, 48 Front Street, looking NE

CONOUIHWDN P

5

(end)



ILLUSTRATION # la

Wedtan Railroad Passnga Depat and Fragit House Wed Brookfidd, asillusrated in Bradbury & Guild's Rail-Roed
Guide# 1 Looking wes dong tracks 1847

West Brookfidd Sation.

N-TIISTRATTONIf 1h

Early 20 cantury view of 1847 Wedem Railroad Passanger Dgoat after the 1880's moveto its presant location on Ware

Sred. View of ees end with smal gablerodfed addition and nath 9de On the far |€ft, the Cutler Waréhouse is ssan
an the goposte Sde of tracks



nJJTSTRATTON#1c
1907 view looking westfromthe Long Hill Roed Bridge On the right isthe 1847 Wedem Railroad Passanger

befare the dteration of its eedt end. On the left a 2are building gands on the gte of the presat Cutler Grain Warehause
a 5 Rallroad Avanue (Phaogaph, Calettion of Rabert A. Buck, Warren, Massachusdts)



ILLUSTRATION U 2
Plan of 1834 Bodon & Albany Wed Brookfidd Passshger Depat desgned by E. C. Gardner



ILLUSTRATION # 2a

1834 Bogon & Albany West Brookfield Pessanga Depot View looking eest probably in the late 19+ century. Building
on far right isunidentified. 1ts location 0 doseto the dation suggeds that it wes probably aratyead building,
(photogreph. West Brookfield Higtorical Commission)



nXI1JSTRATION#3a

1834 Bodon & Albany West Brookfield Pessangar Depat, view looking eestfromparking ad loading areawest ot
dation. Rallroed tracks are a far right. This pogcardf romearound thetum of the 20 cantury Shows the dation grounds
with origind landscgaing infrontof the dation. Inset 1898 mgp dhows idands of lavn interrupted by curved driveways
ad a parking areato the west of the gation.

ILLUSTRATION #3b

View of Henry Haoson Richardson's Aubumdde Sation on the Bogton & Albany line showing the type of landscgping
typicd of the railroad's dations during the late 19¢ century. The landscgping of the 1884 West Brookfield dation hown
in the pogtcard above issmilar to that of the Aubumdde dation in the use of trees, lavns, and curved driveways

I>t_«ru i*y Hairy IIISIMMUC «47ti ittiijt tvail 1>y K. C. <le.Uiir-

AUBLRNI>AI.K .STATION, o\ TIIK KtJ.SIW & ALBANY RAILWAV

It WAi, hvTv iliai_the TiiweniciH fiw huatstiful siati.tiif iN <rflir, ihc «ei”itiaiors being the laie Frtrierick
nini->ii:dl, the Liii(iM::i{M:-nniliileci. and :hc late Henry H. Kich&rd-A/a, :iiefkriaun architect.



ILLUSTRATION #4
Origind Long Hill Roed bridge after damege in atrain wredk in 1956
(phato Wed Brookfield Higtorica Commisson)



N, TTTSTRATfON#S

Top; View of CharlesH. Jadkson's Carsst Fadtory, built in 1870 on Central Sret nearly gppaodte Syaman Sred. The
building was degtroyed in 1836 by a dissgrousfir ethaet svept avaey severd adhra drudures in thisareas The busnesswas
revived afta thefir eand carried on a ahe locations Corsgt manuftcuring continued to be an impartant part of Wet

Brookfidd's exonamy wdl intotiieearly 20+ cantury. (PhatogrgphfromAnna Carter, Wed Brookfidd Hidorical
Cammissan)

Bottoin; Mdntosh & Campany Boat and Shoe Factoly oooupied part of Ihe gte of the presant Brookfidd Machine Tod
building. 1t was built about 1836 on the gte of the Smitii & Dane boat factaly, detroyed byfir e.Mdntosh
manu&dured boats and shoes here until arcundtiietum of the 20 centuly. Later usad for the manufadture of fishing
rods chairs toys and dippea's the woadfir unebuilding was dendished in 1937 afte having 2ood vacant for sametime



N.T.ITSTWATION#5a

The Hary & Allen Boat Fadtay (later Allen & Makegpeaod) ssan during demdiition about 1936, Built in 1873 an the
sautivvest come of Centrd and Front dredts (tiie Ste of the presat West Brookfidd Smior Center), it sarved for the
manufadure of baats until abaut the 1890s After ganding vacant and then bang used for garage for many years the
building was dandished to make way for the Tom of West Brookfidd Toamn Bam (bdow).

(factary phaa West Brookfidd Higorica Commisson; Toamn Bam phao: Archie Jay Cdlletion, Gilbert-Meriam
Library, Weg Brookfidd)



ILLUSTRATION # 6a A

BamesHadhnes Hed Shop, 34 Milk Sred, ssan a an unknoawn date The configuration oftiiemain facade witii three
aitrancss may date fram its 19¢ centuly use astenameants with a meding hall updairs ad late asa xap whee hedsfar
boas and hosswae made (Phaioggph, cdlection of Rodney Hanks West Brookfidd)

N.TIJTSTRATTONtf6h

A Milk Sreg ssm in the 1950 swhen it wes bang usd as a Sndefamilyr esidence.This view shows the building
befare a 1960 sfir e,which caused ther emoval of the topfloor . The arrangamant of the windows and doars ssan hareis
the same as ssan an the building today. (Phatogrgph, cdllection of Rodney Hanks West Brookfidd)



Nnf.TTSTRATION#8 " A fri.~on*
Postcard view of Harriett Crowell House, 12 Front Stredt, [ooking nortiiwest from Front St i aromid the turn of tiie20
century. Ontiiefarrightistiiedames Dillon Livery Sieble (no longer ganding). (Postcard, collection of BUI Jankms
Wes Brookfield)



ILLUSTRATION # 9a
Grek Revival gyleNetem Railroad Sation, Warren, Massachusdts as shoan in Bradbury & Guild's Rail-Road Charts
1847.

Warren Sation and Mountain.

N.¥TSTRATION#9b
Gredc Revival gyle Wetam Rafaced Sation, Woroeter, Massachusdts built in 1839.

Walcm Kalltaai SUtion at Waihiniitoii Sqmra. Thh jletnre vm t»ken <bo»l 1«5t. Satmn w6 boill in 18M.



Witkab«& g Hous« .. Oeor”™e Crowell .Proprietor
opffOBilethe RRBBpd .Wedl Broddidil

ILLUSTRATION #10
Widkaboag House Hatd, built abaut 184 on the comear of Sheman and Centrd dregts Bumead in the late 1880s The
hatd's livery gable is ssan a the rear of the building.



ILLUSTRATION # 12
Digrict # 1 Schod (Milk Srest Schoadl), built in 1876, sarved as a public schod for the town center through 1953, The

building, which good on the comer of Milk and West dreats wes demdished shortly after it dosed. A house & 25 Milk
Stret now dands on the Ste



ILLUSTRATION # 11

Above Ste of excavation of Crowdl monumat a comer of Front and Centrd drestsin August of 2008 during the
congmction ofthe West Brookfield Sanior Canter. View looking northfromFront Strest. Below; Brovngone
monumant insaribed with the neme Crowedl on theright face.



ILLUSTRATION # 13
West Brookfield rallroad yards with ageam locomative. View looking north west taken in about the 1940s The 1847 Wedem Railroad Freight House is

s on the far left. Water towers and other outbuildings are ssan here which do not survive today.  (Photogrgph, Robat W. Jones West Brookfield Historical
Commisson)



ILLUSTRATION # 14a
Wetam Rallroad pessange daion a Westfied, Massadhusdts illudtrated in Bradoury & Guild's Ral-Road

Chats of 1847. The desgn of this gation dosdyresembl esthat of the 1847 West Brookfied Sation.

At PAmer.

ILLUSTRATION# 14b
Westem Rahoad pessage ddion a Pahnar, Massschusdtts is ssen on thefar [eft of thisillustration in Bradbuly

& GuildsRal-Road Chats of 1847. Thedesgn of the pod, iron bradket and window trim suggest that this
dation wes d<0 of the same design as the Sations a Westfidd and West Brookfield.



ILLUSTRATION # 15
Wegem Railroad Pessager Depat, Chedter, Massachusdits, bdieved to have bean built in 1841, Stations of this desgn
were built a numerous locations dong the Westem Railroad and on its ssocondary lines. This gopears to have bean the

mog common verson of the Gothic Reviva yle usad by therailroad.



District Data Sheet
WEST BROOKFIELD CENTER HISTORIC DISTRICT EXPANSION
WEST BROOKFIELD, IVIASSACHUSETTS

Central Street

Map#
22

17

21

Freight House Road

Map#
32

33
Front Street

Map#
20

30

34

23

MHC#
243

244

247

MHC#
91
92

MHC#
246

90

248

Assess#
38/77
38/78
38/12

38/5

Assess#
38/1

38/1-1

Assess#
38/4

38/3

38/2

37/81

38/76

Historic Name Address
Brookfield Machine & Tool Facty 62 Central Street
parking lot 52 Front Street
house 63 Central Street

West Brookfield Senior Center 73 Central Street

Historic Name Address
Western Railroad Freight House 14 Freight House Rd

Risley Monument Works 17 Freight House Rd

Historic Name Address
Harriett H. Crowell House 12 Front Street
toolshed 12 Front Street

Boston & Albany Railroad Depot 15 Front Street
West Brookfield DPW shed
West Brookfield DPW barn
West Brookfield DPW shed
West Brookfield DPW barn
West Brookfield parking lot 27 Front Street

West Brookfield DPW Storage Y Front & Milk streets

J. Gallivan House 32 Front Street

Date
c. 1980's?

Style
modern astylistic

mid-20th century astylistic

2003

Date
1847

1885-1898

Date
1870-1885
late 20th ¢

1884

mid-late 20th c
mid-late 20th c
mid-late 20th c
mid-late 20th c

1870-1885

RR Revival
John Catlin & Assoc

Style
Greek Revival

elements of Gk Rev

Style
Greek Rev/ltalianate

Richardsonian Rsque
astylistic
astylistic
astylistic
astylistic

elements of Gk/Rev

Status
NC

NC

NC

Status
C

C

Status
C
NC

o
NO
No
No
NoO
C

C

Resource
B

Resource
B

B

Resource



Front St continued

Map# MHC#
24 249
250
25 251
26 252
27 253
28 254
255
29
Long Hill Road
Map# MHC#
31 o924
Mechanic Street
Map# MHC#
9 256
257
10 258
259
260
261
262

Assess#
38/79

38/80

38/81

38/82

38/83

Assess#

Assess#
38/33

38/17

38/32

38/31

Historic Name

Jeremiah Clennan House
barn

garage

Timothy Fitzpatrick House
D. Gaffney House

M. Savage House
shed

Thomas Roache House
barn
shed

vacant lot

Historic Name
Long Hill Road Overpass

Historic Name
S.Johnson House
barn

Carleton Cushman House
garage

J. Perry House
barn
small barn

S. Perry House
garage

Address
36 Front Street

42 Front Street
44 Front Street

48 Front Street
48 Front Street

56 Front Street
56 Front Street
56 Front Street

Front Street

Address
Long Hill Road

Address
8 Mechanic Street
8 Mechanic Street

9 Mechanic Street
9 Mechanic Street

10 Mechanic Street
10 Mechanic Street
10 Mechanic Street

12 Mechanic Street
12 Mechanic Street

Date Style
1857-1870

mid-late 19thc
mid-late 20th c

1857-1870 gable front form
1857-1870 elem Gk Revival
1857-1870 elem Gk Revival
late-20thc

Cl 850-1855 elem Gk Revival

mid-late 19thc
late 19th-e-20th c?

Date Style
C.1910, 1955, 19panel

Date Style

Cl 850-1855 Greek Revival
C.1850-1855

¢.1850-1855 Greek Revival

early-mid 20th c

¢.1850-1855; 18'Greek Revival
¢.1850-1855
c1850-1855
¢.1850-1855 Greek Revival
early-20th c

elem Gk Revival

Status
C
C

NC

(@)

OO0

Status
C

Status

OO0

Resource
B
B
B

SI

Resource
S

Resource
B
B



Mechanic (continued)
Map # MHC #  Assess#
6 263 38/30
5 264 38/29
Milk Street
Map# MHC#  Assess#
265 38/28
266 38/24
267 38/23
268 38/22
11 269 38/18
° 270 38/19
13 271 38/20
19 272 337
38/7-1

Old Long Hill Road

Map# MHC#  Assess#
37 277 37/82
37/84-1

Historic Name
G. W. Bliss House

C. Cutler House
garage

Historic Name
Howland House
Methodist Parsonage
shop

mower sales/service store

L. A. Sprague House
gambrel roof tool shed

Richard Frew House
garage

Crowell-Bragg House
modern house
Barnes-Holmes Heel Shop

Louvill W. Ford House

Historic Name
Cutler Company Office/Shed
Cutler Company Shed

vacant lot

Address

14 Mechanic Street

16 Mechanic Street
16 Mechanic Street

Address
16 Milk Street

17 Milk Street
17 Milk Street
17 Milk Street

19 Milk Street
19 Milk Street

25 Milk Street

25 Milk Street

26 Milk Street

30 Milk Street

34 Milk Street

44 Milk Street

Address

Date
¢. 1850-1855

€.1850-1855
€1950's?

Date
C1830?

1855-1870

early-mid 20th ¢

€1950's?

¢.1850-1855
late 20th ¢

1980's
c 1953

€.1850-1855

C19/0

Style

Greek Revival
Greek Revival
Style

elements of Gk Rev
Greek Revival
astylistic

m-20thc commercial

Gk Revival/ltalianate

ranch type

Greek Revival

cape type

18thc.c1850, clJ astylistic

1870-1885

Date

5 Old Long Hiill Road 1936
5 Old Long Hiill Road 1936

6 Old Long Hill Rpa?

Bracketed

Style
astylistic
astylistic

Status
C

C

NC
Status
C

C

NC
NC

C
NC

NC
NC

C

NC

Status
C
C

Resource
B

B
B

Resource
B

Resource
B
B



Old Long Hill Road (continued)

Map# MHC#
39 273
36 274
38 275
276

Railroad Avenue
Map # MHC #
40 807?

Sherman Street

Map# MHC#

18 245

16 278

15 279

14 280

281

Ware Street

Map # MHC#

50 282

283

49 284

48 285

47 286

Assess#
37/1
37/1-1
37/85
map 8/14

37/1

Assess#
37/2

Assess#
38/6
38/11

38/10

38/9

Assess#
37/15

37/14

37/13

37/12

Historic Name
Precision Wire Shapes

C. Whalen House

S. Carroll House
storage barn

Historic Name

Cutler Company Warehouse

W5; o wl>»

Historic Name
George Crowell House
Jackson-Nolan House
tool shed ;

Daniel Thurston House
Sanford Adams House

attached barn

Historic Name
Lynch-O'Day House
barn

John Dempsey House
garage

J. Powers House

P. Connell House

Address

Date

11 Old Long Hill Roac1984

28 Old Long Hill Road

20 Old Long Hill Roacc.1850's-1870

23 Old Long Hill Roac
23 Old Long Hill Roac

Address
5 Railroad Avenue

Address

5 Sherman Street
8 Sherman Street
8 Sherman Street

10 Sherman Street
14 Sherman Street

14 Sherman Street

Address
29 Ware Street
29 Ware Street

37 Ware Street
37 Ware Street

43 Ware Street

47 Ware Street

1855-1870
1850's-1870's?

Date
¢1910-1925

Date

1855-1870
¢c1840's, moved
early-20th ¢

1857-1870
1857-1870
1857-18707?

Date
18thc&c1850
C1850

1855-1857
mid-late 20th c

1886-1898

1857-1870

Style
astylistic modern

Greek Revival
Greek Revival

elements of Gk Rev

Style
elements of Arts/Crfts

Style
Bracketed/ltalianate
Federal/Greek Rev
asylistic

elements of Gk Rev

Greek Revival
Greek Revival

Style
Greek Revival

astylistic

elem Gk Revival

elem Gk Revival

Status
NC

Status
C

Status

O O 00

(]

status

C
C

C
NC

Resource
B

Resource
B

UJUJUJ%

los)

R(

los)

los)



46

287 3711

Ware Street (continued)

Map #
45

44

43

42

41

MHC # Assess#

288 37/10
289 379
290

21 37/8
292 3717
293 3716

modern house
garage

Historic Name
Dennis Fay House

garage

J. Kearns House
shoe shop

M. Connor House
garage
outbuilding

P. Murphy House

Western RR Passenger Depot

51 Ware Street
51 Ware Street

Address
57 Ware Street
57 Ware Street

59 Ware Street
59 Ware Street

67 Ware Street
67 Ware Street
67 Ware Street
77 Ware Street

81 Ware Street

mid-20th ¢
mid-20th ¢

Date
1857-1870
mid-20th ¢

1857-1870
1857-1870

1870-1885
mid-late 20th ¢
mid-late 20th c
1870-1885

1847

ranch

Style
elem Gk Revival

elem Gk Revival

elem Gk Revival

elem Gk/Gothic

Gothic Revival

NC
NC

Status
C

NC

c

C
C
NC
NC

c

c

Resource
B
B

us]

o W
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RECEIVED

February 6,2006 HB 1 0 4B

Re lot 3811 17 Freight House Rd. WASS. HIST. GCOVM
Wes Brookfidd Ctr.H D

Sae Hidoric Presrvation Officer,

Bang the sdle ovme of prapaty located a 17 Fraght House Rd. Wet Brookfidd Ma.
| wauld NOT like to have it liged on the Nationd Regder ofHidoric Places

I

ROBIN L. DUPUIS
Notary Public
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
My Commission Expires
August 20. 2010



Hie Commonwealth of M assachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

March 29, 2006 RERVD 2119

Dr. John Roberts, Acting Chief o __ATM

Nationa Regigter of Historic Places APR 3

Department of the hiterior

National Park Service NAT REGSTER CF HSICY IC PLACES

1201 Eye Strest, NW 8¢ floor NATCNAL PWIKMCE

Woashington, DC 20005
Dear Dr. Roberts
Endosad please find the following nomination form:
West Brookfield Center HD, 2006 boundary increase, West Brookfield (Worcester), MA

The nomination hes been voted dligible by the State Review Board and has been sgned by the
Sae Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board consderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Ore letter of objection has been received.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

encosure

CcC: S Ceccacd, consultant
Richard ad Barbara Rossman, West Brookfidd Historicd Commisson
Thomes Long, West Brookfield Board of Sdedmen
West Brookfidd Flanning Board

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 . Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.sec.gate maus'mhc



