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*Phe Frederick Stump House, constructed of\red cedar logs, has a
total of eight rooms, five down and three on the second level.
The design of the home is similar to many of those constructed
in this period. On either side of the entry hall, originally a
dogtrot, are parlors. & the rear of the first floor is a large
kitchen or keeping room.\ Adjacent to the kitchen was a large
open porch., On the second level were three sleeping rooms.

The original interior walls are the same as the exterior, red
cedar logs. The floors are wide planks of walnut. There are
fireplaces in every room with walnut mantels in the large parlors.

It is likely that the kitchen was not originally attached to the
main portion of the house. It has a large stone fireplace which
was probably used for cooking.

All of the improvements to this house are not documented but most
are evident. The house originally was directly on the Buena

Vista Pike but was moved back approximately 100 feet to allow the
road to be widened. The present owners have installed most of

the modern conveniences, in particular central heating, electricity,
plumbing, and modern kitchen facilities. 1In addition, the Pilands
have enclosed the open porch into a modern style family room. In
all the rooms of the first level they imnstalled modern wood panelling
In the entry hall and kitchen they covered the original floors with
linoleum tile.
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A stairway was built or revised to the second level, Here carpets
cover the original floors in two rooms and, in the third, the floor
has been painted with a brown paint. Two modern bathrooms have
been added to the house. Presently the house appears to be in
good condition.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

hCol. Frederick Stump, original owner of the house or inn.was one
of the first settlers in the™ennessee Country." He established
large land holdings in the area and built an inn well-known to
travellers passing through to the West.‘

Frederick Stump was born in 1723 at Heidelburg Township, Pennsylvanig
In 1765 he was known to settle behind Indian lines which angered
them. By 1767 the Indians were hunting him for his life. On January
10-11, 1768, the Indians raided his farm. He killed six of them
and later killed others in another Indian settlement. This incident
became infamous and known in histories of the French and Indian

War as "Stump's Massacre.” This incited the Indians in other
nations. Frederick Stump was arrested, but later escaped and headed
south finally settling near what is now Augusta, Georgia.

He became a prosperous miller and served in the Revolutionary War
under Francis Marion. He fought bravely, and was taken prisoner.
After five months in prison he bribed the jailor to set him free.
Then fearing reprisal from the British, he escaped to East Tennessee.

By order of the North Carolina Assembly a fort was to be built at
French Lick across the mountains in what is now Tennessee. Under
the leadership of Col. James Robertson, the fort would be a strate-
gic point in which to defend the "western area" against the Indians.
Frederick Stump and his family were in the land party that arrived
at French Lick in December of 1779. The fort, known as Fort
Nashborough, was built on the Cumberland River near French Lick,
and was the beginning of the present city of Nashville.

Frederick Stump was made a colonel of the militia to protect the
settlement against the Indians.

Col. Stump purchased land about four miles north of Fort Nashborough
on White's Creek. In the Tennessee State Library and Archives is
the original license issued to Stump "to keep an ordinary at his
dwelling" in the year 1789 for the sum of five hundred pounds. The
Frederick Stump house is the old tavern. In addition it is known
that he operated a grist mill and a saw mill on his holdings and
became one of the region's wealthiest men. Frederick Stump and his
son became two of the wealthiest merchants in Nashville in the early
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SIGNIFICANCE (cont.)

Col. Frederick Stump first married Anna Snavely and by her had eight
children. Anna Stump died before 1816. On May 6, 1816 Stump, at
the age of 93, married a 25 year old girl, Catherine Gingery. He
died in May, 1820 at the age of 97. Catherine Stump lived to be an
elderly woman only a short distance from the tavern which her
husband deeded to her.

Frederick Stump has been called outlaw, villain, notorious, yet

there is one thing that appears significant. He and his descen-
dants played a definite role in the opening of the frontier and,
in particular, the settlement of Nashville and Middle Tennessee.
Also of significance is the fact that the Stump house or inn is

probably the oldest existing structure in Davidson County.
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Verbal Boundary Description and Justification

The nominated boundaries of the Frederick Stump House are shown in red on the
accompanying Davidson County property assessor's map (Map #59, Parcel 39).
The boundaries include the 1.27 acre tract of land under single ownership

on which the house sits.
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