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1. Name

higoric

Daid Burmham House (prefRT-red)

andlor conmon Lakeside Fam or Bunihaiii House

2. Location

street & number Pond St/eeT-

N/A not for publication

city, town gssex eAvicinity of
state MA. code county p~\Aiy code
3. Classiffication
Category Ownership Status Present Use

district public occupied agriculture museum
A building(s) X. private unoccupied commercial park

structure both worit in progress educational X private residence

site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious

object in process -X  yes: restricted government scientific

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner off Property
nane Adrian C. Larkin
street & number Pond Street
city, town Essex li/Avicinity of state MA.
5. Location off Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Essex Regi stry of J])p:ev]®
street & number 32 Federal Street
city, town Salem state \jip?
6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of thp Wstnrjr- A?getS has this property been determined eligible? yes ~ no

of the Cammanwedth #25

date 1979 federal " state county local
depository for survey records M.gsc;arbn”Ptts Historical Commission
city, town Bogton state

-Mk-



7. Description paid Rurnhamtbuse, Essex, M\

Condi tion Check one Check one
N excel l ent deteriorated unal t ered N original site
good ruins X altered noved date NA
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Built between 1680 and 1690, the Burnhamhbuse is situated on Pond Street in a wooded,
sparsely settled area of Essex. The 25 acres immediately surrounding the house

still retainiiiuch of the original late 17th century atnosphere, as shown in early photo-
?ranhs and descriptions. An apple orchard, nentioned i n nany of the earlK deeds i s
ocated in the front and ti- the west of the house. A short distance to the west of the
ofciiard and house lies a salt marsh, and just beyond that is the northeastern portionof
Lake Chebacco.

The main bl ock of the Burnhamhbuse is approximately 30 feet long across its south or
front elevation andis of basic five bay center-chimey construction with a one and one-
hal f story lean-to along the rear elevation. Various appended structures were attached
on the west, north and east, and 411 remain, but donot seriously conpromse the |ate
17th century apﬁearance of the clapboarded nain portion of the house. The di anond pane
| eaded sash with wought hinges and probably the heavy front ddor with decorative nail
pattern date fromthe restoration of the house by George Francis Dowin 1924 The &6
sash in the peaks of the gable ends appear to date fromthe [ate 1700's or early 1800's.
The chi rme%/ as been rebuilt, but retains anearly scale and proportion, i fnot design.
The wood shingle roof adds to the early appearance of the house.

The later additions, vdaich are al |l well docunented as to dates (see attachedplan and bel ow),
includes small, one stor}/ structures, sone of which were originally outbuildings on the
property. Tothe east of the house lies alarge early 19th century bam and a shed.

The following statement offers adescription of the late 17th century interior construction
of the main block of the BurnhamHouse, and of the early 18th century construction of the
lean-to onthe nortii. elevation (rear). [Ifetails of the 1924 restoration by George Francis
Dow of the Essex Institute, with assistance fromthe Society for the Preservation of New

Engl and Antiquities, are also noted. (See attached Floor Plans) .

The roof framng represents avei_r)(] early type with the raftersjoined together and pe%ged
at the ndge with aridgepole. ere are Six Pr|n0|p|e rafters, tw at each endof the
attic, with four running across the mddle, Iliere are three purlins ontheserafters,

the mddle set of which overlaps andis pegged into the rafters. Beneath the mddl e set
of purlins oneach rafter is avery stout wood-pegged knee brace, apparently original to
the roof structure system Anunber of roof sheat ing or decking boards are greater than
12, andsone are upto 18' wide. All of the roof framng appears to be oak. Carpenters
scribe marks can be seen onthe west sides of the second andthird center rafters. The
studs in the end walls are toenailed with wought nails.

Qn the north side of the attic, there is clear evidence that the lean-to was added after
the main portion of the house had been huilt. Tops of exterior sheathing boards have
been hewn of f at a bevel. to take the roofing- for the lean-to. Sone of the bevelled
sheat hing evidently was removed when the lean-to was built and has been used as flooring
on the south side of the attic. Themasonry nass that carries the flue through the roof
isfsobroad that instead of trinmers, i t was actually trinmed by the existingoriginal
rafters.

(Cont i nued)
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In the attic stairs two"pockets" consistingof diagonal slashes into a fram ng nenber
along the east side of the present stairway look as i f they mght have taken the original
door framng. The actual location of the stairs, though, appears to be original as the
postcasing on the post which supports a major carrying beamhas ol d rose head w ought
nails. The stairs thenselves are inpart original, with later repairs, and show early-
cut nails that are clanped at the head, then hamer ed.

The floor inthe hallway of the second floor appears to be 18th century, and the beaded
feat her-edge paneling i s probably from the 1924 restoration by George Francis Dw  In
the 15 w de west chanber, one massive shoul dered exterior post shows up-and-down saw
mar ks that were possibly nade by a pit-saw. The paneling on the fireplace wall shows
signs of paint renoval, and to the upper right comer of the fireplace is illegible but
certainly very old handwriting. The raised field panels over the 29" deep fireplace
my date from 1715 to 1720. Od wought nails, sone mth heads hammered t o nake t hem
narrow for use as proper finishing nails, attach the fireplace wall paneling. The

moul di ng bel ow the mantel reveals newer m || work, and was probably done by Dw in 1924
Except for this later moulding, the paneling could be early 18th century.

The 16' wide east chanber has a smaller fireplace, measuring 16'' deep. There i s new
wal | surface treatment inthis chanber, so i tisdifficult totell what my have been
there originally. The flooring, however, seens original, of a character typical of the
late 17th century. |t has the sane type of nails that can be seen in the 1636 Fairbanks
House i n Dedham Massachusetts, which are rather rare. The surmer beans in both the
east and west chanbers are chanfered and show crudely hacked attenpts at lanb's tongue
stops. (The summer beans i n the two downstairs roons shownore carefully carved lanb's
tongue stops to the chanfers.) O the back of the north side of this room (now a
passageway above the |ean-to) wought nail holes are visible inthe sheathing. These
indicate that on top of this sheathing there was rather thick and broad clapboarding,
four and one-half" or nore i nwidth, given the spacing of the nail holes.

The ceiling of these chanbers, as well as the roons downstairs, are quite high.

The stairway between the first and second floors shows evidence of having been w dened
as does the attic stairway. There are indications that there was a soffit under the
stairway to the attic. The beaded, feather-edge paneling that sheathes the wall appears
to have been added in 1924, as was the newel post and bal ustrade.

The first floor exhibits numerous..early features. The interior side of the front door
shows pai nted beaded, feather-edge paneling. The horizontal pieces of wood, sone of
which are quite wi de, have been "sandw ched" with vertical pieces, all of which were
nailed together with what appears to be Trenont Nail Conpany "Rose Head" nails with [ittle
round knobs intheir centers instead of hammered heads (probably the work of Dw in 1924).
The hinge hardware, though, is extremely old. Butterfly-headhand wought nails hold

the top hinge strap. The door, then, shows a conbination of very early material, that is
evident i nnany areas in the house.

There i s no basenent under the 17 w de east room The joists are quite substantial, and
are at least 8 at the cross section. Subflooring beneath the present floor is attached
with cut nails, so neither floor isoriginal to the house. The posts inthis room

(Conti nued)
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are not shoul dered.  The lanb's tongue stops, nentioned above, in the chanfers, are
original. Anextremely large fireplace (very much like the one in the 1671 Shet-
IIsley House i n Newbury, Massachusetts), of which there i s awell docunented account
of itsrestorationin 1924, i slocated on the west side of the room near therear
(north) wall. The huge lintel above t he fireplace shows i n an opening al nost nine feet
across in front and 12-14" deep in section. The lintel has been cut at a diagonal,

and slants back into the masonry opening, which was covered by plaster pargeing.

There is a curious square pocket in the masonry just above one of the pieces of wood
worked into the brick - there is no corresponding pocket on the other side of the
fireplace. The wall on the south side i slaid up straight, but the wall on north

side where thelean-to i s, i slaid-up corbeled outward, and a beehive oven i s |ocated
on the right side, near the borbeled bricks. There areinconsistencies inthe brick
that reveal modifications nade during thel18th and 19th century. The bricks on the
hearth aresmall, and aret he type called "peabricks," usually associated with Salem
Massachusetts. The post t othe north of the fireplace carries two beans. The tinber
used for this post i sof large dimensions, about 14" square.

A smal| door opening exists leading into thelean-to beside thefireplace. The wood
fram ng and casing of the doorway is secured with very early wought nails with hamered
heads, narrow i n size; yet another piece of evidence for the heads, narrow i n size;

yet another piece of evidence for the 1715 construction of the lean-to. The present
door on the northeast side of the rocm has been handpl aned and shows signs of paint
removal . |t consists of twovery large raised field panels, three feet across, al -

t hough the door itself is rather small - only 5 4" in height.

The roomon the west side of the first floor measures 16' inwidth and has a slightly
smaller fireplace (35" deep) than the one mentioned above. This room shows evi dence,
too, of Dows 1924 restoration, as well as many original elements. On the west

side, one portion of the wall has been renoved t oallow entry into one of the one-story
additions (attached in the early 20th century). The ceilings of both east and west
roons areunusual ly high.

The present cellar doorway shows, in the major beam diagonal insertionscutintothe
beam and square nai|l holes, indicating that there was sone sort of opening there when
the house was originally constructed. Brick nmasonry leads down t he 19th century stairs
to afieldstonemass, and rubble stone which supports thelarge fireplace in the

east room above. The masonry nass of the basenent extends way back, underneatht he
west roomt othe end of the [ean-to's northern-nost exteriorwall. The trinmmer

granite stone shows signs of having been hewed nore i n shape for the fireplacei n

the lean-to. |tisneatly squared- off at thecomers and projects beyond afieldstone
foundation wal |l which runs east-west across t hefoundation of the house. The foundation
on thefront of the main block of the house i s nuch |unpier, rmuch nore a case of laid
up rubble stone with no attenpt at trimmng and snoothing. | none area under the

| ean-to section, theoriginal exterior sheathing extends down and confirms that the

|l ean-to was built after the main portion of the house. I nthis sane area of the
basenment, the mortar onthe fieldstonenasonry of the lean-to fireplace i s nade

simlar toahair plaster.
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The lateral additions to the main block of the David Burnham House date |argely

from the late 1920's. Erected following George Francis Dows 1925 restoral onof the house>
these additions were designed to hanonize v/iith the 17th century structure and nade i t a
nore functional living space without conpromsing itsoriginal character. Brief descriptions
of these additions follow (refer to attached plan and photos #56 and 7). Al | are wood-
frame construction; the exterior walls end gable roofs are sheathed with asphalt or unpainted
wood shingl es.

1. David BurnhamHouse c. 1684. Described above.

2. The bedroomell (1929) is an L-plan 1-story structure constructed on tv.'olevels to
confoi-m to the site's sloping topography. Wndows are 12/12  doubl ehung sash.

3. The solariumis a smll (21' x 21') square 1-story structure containing four bays of
plate glass on each exposed el evation (south and west). Erected or noved here i n
1926, it -ves recentlynodified(1981) .

4, The library isa smll 1-story rectangular connector with 66 doublehung sash and
entry. A shed of unkno\\n constructiondate, it was attached to the main house in
1927 and modified in 1977.

5. The servants-guests wi ng(1950) displays itsgable end on the south elevation with
three symmetrically placed 66 doublehung sash w ndows.

6. bConnecting the guest wing and barn, the garage (1950) contains four ai'ched opening
ays.

7. The barn (1926) displays nearly identical gable ends with overlighteddoonvays and
66 doubl e hung sash wi ndoivs.



8. Significance David Bumham House, Essex, MA

Period Areas of Significance—Cliecit and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
~1600-1699 X architecture education military social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
1800-1899 y commerce X exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications industry . politics/government transportation
invention other (specify)
Specific dates 1680-1690: 1924 Builder/Architect Uhknown

St at ement of Significance (inone paragraph)

The BurnhamHouse retains integrity of location, setting, design, wortonanship,
materials, feeling and association. |t is extremely inportant architecturally as
a wel | -preserved exanple of latel 7th century dwelling design, and for the quality
and unusual |y detailed record of subsequent alterations and restoration work. I n
addition, the house was associated with a prom nent andearly Essex (or Chebacco
as i t was known originally)fam |y whose history and geneol ogy i s well docunented.
Thus t he BurnhamHouse neets Criteria A 8 Cof the National Register of Historic
Places andis significant onthe local, state, andnational levels, i i

The architectural contribution offered by the BurnhamHouse i s based onits val ue
as alargely intact First Period dwelling which has retained itsoriginal physical
setting aswell asitsoriginal architectural character and design. As such, it
offers acontinuity instyle andmaterial that makes i t avaluable architecutral
statenent. Later additions, andrestoration have not altered the nassive structural
system theroof-line, original high ceilings, theinterior floor plans, or ruch
original material. Both the integrity of the house-seventeenth century portions,
and eighteenth and twentieth century additions -reveal aninteresting evolution,
and one of national inportance for thesinple reason that i t has so many original
and wel|-preserved architectural elenents.

The conplete record including photographs of the 1924 restoration sux'eivisedby
George Francis Dowhas remained with the house and proves aval uabl e statement of

the structure's architectural history. Rarely has ahouse seen such an early
preservation effort and so nmuch recognition from local historians and private
citizens. Therestoration work included widening thestair, installing late 17th
century sash, restoring floor-boards and paneling, buti twas donewith a sensitivity
for the original architectural elements, and onthe whole was quite successful.

The actual history of the house andits original owners areof significance to the
town of Essex, or Chebacco as i t was know originally. John Burnham son of a
settler and large |andowner in md-17th century Chebacco was probably the first
owner of the house (according t oa deed dated 1693, Book 17, page 110 - see Legal
Description). The house then passed to his descendants, who om.ed i t i n succession
for approximately 189 years, asis evident fromearly deeds andwills onfilei n

Sal em Massachusetts, until itwassold in 1869. I nfact, these descendants remain
a large part of the population in Essex, and one which caneasily trace its heritage
to the 1630's in the town. The.site for this house was chosen by John Burnham or
possibly his father, Thomas Burnham as a good |ocation t ooperate their sawm |l and
gristm 1. The source of power was a nearby streamwhich enptied into Lake Chebacco
and which was referred t oas "The Falls" in the earliest deeds of the house. By

the late 1800's, the BurnhamHouse was recogni zed |ocally as one of the town's
earliest surviving structures, and one owned by a prom nent and col orful famly.

An extraordinary anount of detailed geneal ogical and historical docurmentation

has been conpiled over the years, including early photographs, newspaper articles.

( Cont i nued)



9. Major Bibliographical References

Newspaper articles, photographs. SNEALibrary, 141 Canbridge Street, Boston, M
Essex Registry of Deeds and Wlls. Salem M.

Bur nham Fani |y, Roderick Burnham Lockwood ”~ Brainard, Hartford, CI. , 1869.

Phot ographi ¢ Record. Conpiled by M. and Krs. Richard Russell, 1924. | ncare of
present owner, BurnhamHouse.

10- Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property ZiL5

Quadrangle name Marblehead North Quadrangle scale. 1:25000

UMT References
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Verbal boundary description and justification

S=e attached Property Map.

List ail states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

gsae M/A code county code

sae N/A code county code

11. Form Prepared By

Virginia A. Fitch, Preservation Planner,with Consulting Services, Society for the
nameftitle p.,pc;ervatinn of New England Antiquities

gt Massachusetts Historical Commission date November, 1987
dreet & number 294 Washington Street tdephone  727-8470 r617)
city or town Boston state Nl assachusatts

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

K national state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set fortpLby the National Park Service.

Sate Historic Preservation Officer signature //"2"xty™ IAIPAI<YKr/}CiJ "Mi-
Executive Director, Masachusetts Historical Cormm ssion date

For NPS use only
Thereby certify that this property is included in the National Register I

Keeper of the National Register

Attest: date
Chief of Registration
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Lakesi de Farm
Essex, Massachusetts 01929

near Mrs. Fitch: WASS. HIST. cox.A

This i stoinform you that as present owner of
Lakeside Farm and of t he David Burnham House,

the central el ement of buildings of theproperty,
| endorse the placement of The David Burnham House
on the National Register. | v/iould like toadd
that | amsensitive tothe stewardship which
ownership of a first period house represents,

and | intend to exercise ny responsibility

to thebest of ny ability and understanding.

Sincerely,

Adrian Cravath Larkin

Ms. Virgina Fitch

Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion
294 Washi ngton Street

Boston, N\ 02108

April 26, 1983



