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1. Name 

IB l^iO 
EXP. 10/31/84 

For NPS use only 

received * "-^ 

date entered 

8 

historic Dav̂ id Burnham House (prefRT-red) 

and/or common Lakeside Fam or Bunihaiii House 

2. Location 
street & number Pond St/eeT- N/A not for publication 

city, town g s s e x • ^ v i c i n i t y of 

state MA. code county p ^^^y code 

3. Classiffication 
Category 

district 
Ownersh ip 

public 
^ building(s) X. private 
. structure both 

site Publ ic Acqu is i t ion 
object in process 

being considered 

Status 
occupied 
unoccupied 
worit in progress 

Access ib le 
-X yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

museum 
park 

X private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner off Property 

name Adrian C. Larkin 

street & number Pond S t r e e t 

city, town Es sex l i /Avic in i ty of state MA. 

5. Location off Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Essex Regi stry of ])p:ev]^ 

street & number 32 F e d e r a l S t r e e t 

city, town Salem state \jip^ 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

I n v e n t o r y o f t h p W s t n r j r - A?getS has this property been determined eligible? yes ^ no 

of the Commonwealth #25 
date 1979 federal ^ state county local 

depository for survey records M.qsc;arbn^Ptts H i s t o r i c a l Commiss ion 

city, town Boston state -Mk-



7. Description David Burnham House, Essex, MA 

Condition Check one Check one 
^ excellent deteriorated unaltered ^ original site 
good ruins X altered moved date N/A 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Built between 1680 and 1690, the Burnham House is situated on Pond Street in a wooded, 
sparsely settled area of Essex. The 2.5. acres immediately surrounding the house 
s t i l l retain iiiuch of the original late 17th century atmosphere, as shown in early photo-
granhs and descriptions. An apple orchard, mentioned in many of the early deeds is 
located in the front and t i - the west of the house. A short distance to the west of the 
oTciiard and house lies a salt marsh, and just beyond that is the northeastern portion of 
Lake Chebacco. 

The main block of the Burnham House is approximately 30 feet long across its south or 
front elevation and is of basic five bay center-chimney construction with a one and one-
half story lean-to along the rear elevation. Various appended structures were attached 
on the west, north and east, and 411 remain, but do not seriously compromise the late 
17th century appearance of the clapboarded main portion of the house. The diamond pane 
leaded sash with wrought hinges and probably the heavy front ddor with decorative nail 
pattern date from the restoration of the house by George Francis Dow in 1924. The 6/6 
sash in the peaks of the gable ends appear to date from the late 1700's or early 1800's. 
The chimney has been rebuilt, but retains an early scale and proportion, i f not design. 
The wood shingle roof adds to the early appearance of the house. 

The later additions, vdaich are a l l well documented as to dates (see attached plan and below), 
includes small, one story structures, some of which were originally outbuildings on the 
property. To the east of the house lies a large early 19th century bam and a shed. 

The following statement offers a description of the late 17th century interior construction 
of the main block of the Burnham House, and of the early 18th century construction of the 
lean-to on the nortii. elevation (rear). Ifetails of the 1924 restoration by George Francis 
Dow of the Essex Institute, with assistance from the Society for the Preservation of New 
England Antiquities, are also noted. (See attached Floor Plans) ' •. -. . 

The roof framing represents a veiy early type with the rafters joined together and pegged 
at the ridge with a ridgepole. There are six principle rafters, two at each end of the 
attic, with four running across the middle, lliere are three purlins on these rafters, 
the middle set of which overlaps and is pegged in to the rafters. Beneath the middle set 
of purlins on each rafter is a very stout wood-pegged knee brace, apparently original to 
the roof structure system. A number of roof sheathing or decking boards are greater than 
12'', and some are up to 18'' wide. A l l of the roof framing appears to be oak. Carpenters' 
scribe marks can be seen on the west sides of the second and third center rafters. The 
studs in the end walls are toenailed with wrought nails. 

On the north side of the attic, there is clear evidence that the lean-to was added after 
the main portion of the house had been built. Tops of exterior sheathing boards have 
been hewn off at a bevel. to take the roofing- for the lean-to. Some of the bevelled 
sheathing evidently was removed when the lean-to was built and has been used as flooring 
on the south side of the attic. The masonry mass that carries the flue through the roof 
is so broad that instead of trimmers, i t was actually trimmed by the existing original 
rafters. 

(Continued) 
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In the a t t i c stairs two"pockets" consisting of diagonal slashes into a framing member 
along the east side of the present stairway look as i f they might have taken the original 
door framing. The actual location of the stairs, though, appears to be original as the 
postcasing on the post which supports a major carrying beam has old rose head wrought 
nails. The stairs themselves are in part original, with later repairs, and show early-
cut nails that are clamped at the head, then hammered. 

The floor in the hallway of the second floor appears to be 18th century, and the beaded 
feather-edge paneling is probably from the 1924 restoration by George Francis Dow. In 
the 15' wide west chamber, one massive shouldered exterior post shows up-and-down saw 
marks that were possibly made by a pit-saw. The paneling on the fireplace wall shows 
signs of paint removal, and to the upper right comer of the fireplace is i l l e g i b l e but 
certainly very old handwriting. The raised f i e l d panels over the 29'' deep fireplace 
may date from 1715 to 1720. Old wrought nails, some mth heads hammered to make them 
narrow for use as proper finishing nails, attach the fireplace wall paneling. The 
moulding below the mantel reveals newer millwork, and was probably done by Dow in 1924. 
Except for this later moulding, the paneling could be early 18th century. 

The 16' wide east chamber has a smaller fireplace, measuring 16'' deep. There is new 
wall surface treatment in this chamber, so i t is d i f f i c u l t to t e l l what may have been 
there originally. The flooring, however, seems original, of a character typical of the 
late 17th century. I t has the same type of nails that can be seen in the 1636 Fairbanks 
House in Dedham, Massachusetts, which are rather rare. The summer beams in both the 
east and west chambers are chamfered and show crudely hacked attempts at lamb's tongue 
stops. (The summer beams in the two downstairs rooms show more carefully carved lamb's 
tongue stops to the chamfers.) On the back of the north side of this room (now a 
passageway above the lean-to) wrought nai l holes are visible in the sheathing. These 
indicate that on top of this sheathing there was rather thick and broad clapboarding, 
four and one-half" or more in width, given the spacing of the n a i l holes. 

The ceiling of these chambers, as well as the rooms downstairs, are quite high. 

The stairway between the f i r s t and second floors shows evidence of having been widened 
as does the a t t i c stairway. There are indications that there was a s o f f i t under the 
stairway to the a t t i c . The beaded, feather-edge paneling that sheathes the wall appears 
to have been added in 1924, as was the newel post and balustrade. 

The f i r s t floor exhibits numerous..early features. The interior side of the front door 
shows painted beaded, feather-edge paneling. The horizontal pieces of wood, some of 
which are quite wide, have been "sandwiched" with vertical pieces, a l l of which were 
nailed together with what appears to be Tremont Nail Company "Rose Head" nails with l i t t l e 
round knobs in their centers instead of hammered heads (probably the work of Dow i n 1924). 
The hinge hardware, though, is extremely old. Butterfly-head hand wrought nails hold 
the top hinge strap. The door, then, shows a combination of very early material, that is 
evident in many areas in the house. 

There is no basement under the 17' wide east room. The joists are quite substantial, and 
are at least 8' at the cross section. Subflooring beneath the present floor is attached 
with cut nails, so neither floor is original to the house. The posts in this room 

(Continued) 
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are not shouldered. The lamb's tongue stops, mentioned above, in the chamfers, are 
original. An extremely large fireplace (very much like the one in the 1671 Swet-
Ilsley House in Newbury, Massachusetts), of which there is a well documented account 
of i t s restoration in 1924, is located on the west side of the room, near the rear 
(north) wall. The huge l i n t e l above the fireplace shows in an opening almost nine feet 
across in front and 12-14" deep in section. The l i n t e l has been cut at a diagonal, 
and slants back into the masonry opening, which was covered by plaster pargeing. 
There is a curious square pocket in the masonry just above one of the pieces of wood 
worked into the brick - there is no corresponding pocket on the other side of the 
fireplace. The wall on the south side is laid up straight, but the wall on north 
side where the lean-to i s , is laid-up corbeled outward, and a beehive oven is located 
on the right side, near the borbeled bricks. There are inconsistencies i n the brick 
that reveal modifications made during the 18th and 19th century. The bricks on the 
hearth are small, and are the type called "pea bricks," usually associated with Salem, 
Massachusetts. The post to the north of the fireplace carries two beams. The timber 
used for this post is of large dimensions, about 14" square. 

A small door opening exists leading into the lean-to beside the fireplace. The wood 
framing and casing of the doorway is secured with very early wrought nails with hammered 
heads, narrow in size; yet another piece of evidence for the heads, narrow in size; 
yet another piece of evidence for the 1715 construction of the lean-to. The present 
door on the northeast side of the rocm has been handplaned and shows signs of paint 
removal. I t consists of two very large raised f i e l d panels, three feet across, a l ­
though the door i t s e l f is rather small - only 5'4" in height. 

The room on the west side of the f i r s t floor measures 16' in width and has a slightly 
smaller fireplace (35" deep) than the one mentioned above. This room shows evidence, 
too, of Dow's 1924 restoration, as well as many original elements. On the west 
side, one portion of the wall has been removed to allow entry into one of the one-story 
additions (attached in the early 20th century). The ceilings of both east and west 
rooms are unusually high. 

The present cellar doorway shows, in the major beam, diagonal insertions cut into the 
beam and square n a i l holes, indicating that there was some sort of opening there when 
the house was originally constructed. Brick masonry leads down the 19th century stairs 
to a fieldstone mass, and rubble stone which supports the large fireplace in the 
east room above. The masonry mass of the basement extends way back, underneath the 
west room to the end of the lean-to's northern-most exterior wall. The trimmer 
granite stone shows signs of having been hewed more in shape for the fireplace in 
the lean-to. I t is neatly squared- off at the comers and projects beyond a fieldstone 
foundation wall which runs east-west across the foundation of the house. The foundation 
on the front of the main block of the house is much lumpier, much more a case of laid 
up rubble stone with no attempt at trimming and smoothing. In one area under the 
lean-to section, the original exterior sheathing extends down and confirms that the 
lean-to was bu i l t after the main portion of the house. In this same area of the 
basement, the mortar on the fieldstone masonry of the lean-to fireplace is made 
similar to a hair plaster. 
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The lateral additions to the main block of the David Burnham House date largely 
from the late 1920's. Erected following George Francis Dow's 1925 restoralon of the house> 
these additions were designed to hamonize v/ith the 17th century structure and made i t a 
more functional living space without compromising i t s original character. Brief descriptions 
of these additions follow (refer to attached plan and photos #5,6 and 7). A l l are wood-
frame construction; the exterior walls end gable roofs are sheathed with asphalt or unpainted 
wood shingles. 

1. David Burnham House c.1684. Described above. 

2. The bedroom e l l (1929) is an L-plan 1-story structure constructed on tv.'o levels to 
confoi-m to the site's sloping topography. Windows are 12/12 doublehung sash. 

3. The solarium is a small (21' x 21') square 1-story structure containing four bays of 
plate glass on each exposed elevation (south and west). Erected or moved here i n 
1926, i t -was recently modified(1981) . 

4. The library is a small 1-story rectangular connector with 6/6 doublehung sash and 
entry. A shed of unkno\\n construction date, i t was attached to the main house in 
1927 and modified in 1977. 

5. The servants-guests wing(1950) displays i t s gable end on the south elevation with 
three symmetrically placed 6/6 doublehung sash windows. 

6. Connecting the guest wing and barn, the garage (1950) contains four ai'ched opening 
bays. 

7. The barn (1926) displays nearly identical gable ends with overlighted doonvays and 
6/6 double hung sash windoivs. 



8. Significance David Burnham House, Essex, MA 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 

^1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Significance—Cliecit and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 

X architecture 
art 

y commerce 
communications 

conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 

X exploration/settlement 
industry 
invention 

landscape architecture 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 

. politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Speci f ic dates 1 6 8 0 - 1 6 9 0 : 1924 Builder/Architect Unknown 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Burnham House retains integrity of location, setting, design, wortonanship, 
materials, feeling and association. I t is extremely important architecturally as 
a well-preserved exanple of latel7th century dwelling design, and for the quality 
and unusually detailed record of subsequent alterations and restoration work. In 
addition, the house was associated with a prominent and early Essex (or Chebacco 
as i t was known originally)family whose history and geneology is well documented. 
Thus the Burnham House meets Criteria A § C of the National Register of Historic 
Places and is significant on the local, state, and national levels, i i 

The architectural contribution offered by the Burnham House is based on i t s value 
as a largely intact First Period dwelling which has retained i t s original physical 
setting as well as i t s original architectural character and design. As such, i t 
offers a continuity i n style and material that makes i t a valuable architecutral 
statement. Later additions, and restoration have not altered the massive structural 
system, the roof-line, original high ceilings, the interior floor plans, or much 
original material. Both the integrity of the house-seventeenth century portions, 
and eighteenth and twentieth century additions -reveal an interesting evolution, 
and one of national importance for the sinple reason that i t has so many original 
and well-preserved architectural elements. 

The complete record including photographs of the 1924 restoration sux'eivised by 
George Francis Dow has remained with the house and proves a valuable statement of 
the structure's architectural history. Rarely has a house seen such an early 
preservation effort and so much recognition from local historians and private 
citizens. The restoration work included widening the st a i r , installing late 17th 
century sash, restoring floor-boards and paneling, but i t was done with a sensitivity 
for the original architectural elements, and on the whole was quite successful. 

The actual history of the house and i t s original owners are of significance to the 
town of Essex, or Chebacco as i t was know originally. John Burnham, son of a 
settler and large landowner in mid-17th century Chebacco was probably the f i r s t 
owner of the house (according to a deed dated 1693, Book 17, page 110 - see Legal 
Description). The house then passed to his descendants, who om.ed i t in succession 
for approximately 189 years, as is evident from early deeds and wi l l s on f i l e i n 
Salem, Massachusetts, u n t i l i t was sold in 1869. In fact, these descendants remain 
a large part of the population i n Essex, and one which can easily trace i t s heritage 
to the 1630's in the town. The.site for this house was chosen by John Burnham, or 
possibly his father, Thomas Burnham, as a good location to operate their sawmill and 
gr i s t m i l l . The source of power was a nearby stream which emptied into Lake Chebacco 
and which was referred to as "The Falls" in the earliest deeds of the house. By 
the late 1800's, the Burnham House was recognized locally as one of the town's 
earliest surviving structures, and one owned by a prominent and colorful family. 
An extraordinary amount of detailed genealogical and historical documentation 
has been compiled over the years, including early photographs, newspaper articles. 

(Continued) 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
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Verba l boundary desc r ip t i on and jus t i f i ca t i on 

See attached Property Map. 

List a i l s ta tes and coun t ies for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state ]vj /A code county code 

state N/A code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
V i r g i n i a A. F i t c h , Preservation Planner,with Consulting Services, Society f o r the 

name/title p^.,pc;ervatinn of New England An t iqu i t i e s 

°''g^"*^^**°" Massachusetts His to r i ca l Commission date November, 1987 

street & number 294 Washington Street telephone 727-8470 r617) 

city or town Boston state ^1assachusatts 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

K national state local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set fortpLby the National Park Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature //^z^/^xty^^ /AIPA/<yKr/}CiJ 'Mi-

Executive Director, Masachusetts Historical Commission date 

For NPS use only 
Thereby certify that this property is included in the National Register i 

Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: date 

Chief of Registration 
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Lakeside Farm 
Essex, Massachusetts 01929 

near Mrs. F i t ch : WASS. HIST. COX.:A 
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orm you that as present owner of 
and of the David Burnham House, 
ement of buildings of the property, 
placement of The David Burnham House 
1 Register. I v/ould l i k e to add 
i t i v e to the stewardship which 
f i r s t period house represents, 

o exercise my r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
my a b i l i t y and understanding. 

Sincerely, 

Adrian Cravath Larkin 

Mrs. Virgina Fitch 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, MA 02108 

A p r i l 26, 1983 


