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Address 27 LihPrty StrPPt
Historic Nare John M. Peck House

Us= Present Residential
Original  RMj AM-j-.i

DESCRIPTION

Date 1843

Source Deeds

Style  Greek Revival
Architect John Perkins/Daniel Stone-carpent
Exterior Wal Fabric Clapboard

Outbuildings Stable/garage C

Mgor Alterations (with dates) North
ell (1849), other ells andbays (n.d.

Condition Gnnd

Moved Dae MC
Aceage 0-"*N7.806 so. ft. 40-N-1
Setting On residential street vith mid

IQth c. hoii.ses vpry npar major rom-

aercial center

Recorded by Nancy S« Seasholes
Organization Valtham Historical Coma.

Date August 1986
revised C Jenkins 2/88



NATI ONAL REQ STER ORI TER A STATEMENT (i f applicabl e)

The John M Peck House i s a well detailed andpreserved exanple of a vernacular sidehall plan
G eek Revival style house i nthe city. Its 2~ story form is detailed with a pedimented gable
and a handsone entry surround consisting of pilasters carrying anentablature and lintel
shelf. Wth itswell documented succession of owners, this house is a particularly good il -
“lustration of the devel opement of the north central Main Street area i n the md-19th cen-
tury as a hone for workers andsmall businessmen. |t possesses integrity of location, de-
sign, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling andassociations. |t meets criteria Aand C
of the National Register of Historic Places.

ARCH TECTLRAL  SIGNFI CANCE  Describe important architectural features andevaluate | nternsof
other buildingswithin the community.

Set onaresidential street of predom nantly nineteenth century houses very near a
maj or commercial district, this house i s, aside from it spresent paint color, a good
exampl e of the nore nodest Greek Revival houses built in the md-nineteenth century. The
house has a pedimented attic anda sinple entablature andcornerboards but a nore
el aborate entrance with pilasters anda corniced entablature. The double front door and
the one-story bays onthe south areprobably late nineteenth century additions.
It is a2istory clapboard clad structure with rear el | that rests ona granite foundation. '
Wndows contain late 19th century 2/2 sash.

HSTCRCAL SIGN FH CANCE Explain the role owners played i nlocal or state history and how t he
building relates t othe devel opment of the conmmunity.

This house was built i n1843 by John L. Perkins andDaniel Stone, carpenters. They
had acquired the land in late August of that year and had presumably finished the house by
early COctober when they sold i t t oJohn M Peck, a hatter with a shop on Main Street and
the Representative t othe General Court i n”83 and I84ii. Peck owned the house for two
years before selling i ti n"iSS t o Phiraas Uham Whamwas a wel | -known dealer in dry
goods with a shop on Main Street. Hisfirm was organized under a nunber of different
names: Wham and Cl ark, a partnership with Lowell Clark (see 68 Lyman Street form); Uham
and Baker; Whham and Phineas pham & Go. | n 189 Wham put an addition ont he north
side of the house andsold i ttoCharles W Fogg, alarge |andowner in md-nineteenth
century Waltham who may have rented out the house. | nany case, by the m d 1880st he
house was owned by Henry P. Shernman, a real estate agent, whoused i t as anoffice as well
as aresidence. Sherman continued tolive i nthe house after he noved his office toMin
Street about 1900. After his death i n1916, the house was owned by his heirs andrented;
in 1923 i t was occupi ed by Raynond Yetten of Yetten andMlver automobile repairerswitha
shop on Main Street.

Bl BLI G3RAPHY and/ or REFERENES

M ddl esex Deeds - 7125:7161, 431 :525; 432:349; 470:365; 691:533.
Maps and at | ases - 1854, 1875, 1886 , 1900, 1911 , 1915, 1923
Directories - 1871, 1886, |90, 1916, 1923
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Property Nare
perty John M. »2fck House

Indicate each item oninventory formwhich i s being continuedbelcw.
HI STORI CAL SI GNI FI CANCE (cont' d)

Wien this house was built intheearly 1840s, thearea east of Church Street was Just
being devel oped and t hestreets laid out. |1 n1843Lewis Smth, the owner of most of the
land i nthe Liberty/School streets area, agreed t oconstruct, at his own expense. Liberty
Street, called "theroad [that] extends t omeet Main Street," and School Street, "the road
[that] extends tomeet Church Street". By 1846, after Phineas Upham had bought the house
at thecorner of Liberty and School streets. Liberty Street was called the"street |eading
fromMin Street to P Uphams house,"” and School Street was the"streefleading from

Church Street tosaid [Uphams] house;" by 1849 both Liberty and School streets were
called by their present nanes.

Staple to Inventory form at bott gm
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1970 At'as, Clty of Wl t ham Vﬁ|tham Massachusetts MA
Conpi l ed by t he Wl t ham 27 Liberty Street

Engi neering Division John M Reck House
Scale: 1 inch = 140 feet 16-R 6



VACTHAM M NRA

John M Peck House #95
27 Liberty Street

1" =100

1975; updated t o 1987

V@l t ham Engi neering Dept.
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