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WALTHAM, MA MRA  

Town Valtham. MA 

Address 27 L i h P r t y S trPPt 

Historic Name John M. Peck House 

Use: Present Resident ia l 

Original R^^j A^^-i-.i 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1843 

Source Deeds 

Style Greek R e v i v a l 

Architect John Perkins/Daniel Stone-carpent 

Exterior Wall Fabric Clapboard 

Outbuildings Stable/garage C 

Major Alterations (with dates) North 

e l l (1849), other e l l s and bays (n.d. 

Condi t ion Gnnd 

Moved Date n/c 

Acreage 0-^*^7.806 so. ft . 40-^-1 

Setting On r e s i d e n t i a l street v i th mid 

IQth c . hoii.ses vpry npa.r major rom-

a e r c i a l center 

UTM REFERENCE l^j•^((J^0j^^Cq^^^O 

USGS QUADRANGLE LBYIKJCSTDM 

SCALE i:25.f)0D 

Recorded by Nancy S« Seasholes 

Organization Valtham His tor i ca l Coma. 

Date August 1986 

revised C. Jenkins 2/88 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The John M. Peck House i s a well detailed and preserved example of a vernacular sidehall plan 
Greek Revival styl e house i n the c i t y . I t s 2^ story form i s detailed with a pedimented gable 
and a handsome entry surround consisting of pilasters carrying an entablature and l i n t e l 
shelf. With i t s well documented succession of owners, t h i s house i s a p a r t i c u l a r l y good il-
'lustration of the developement of the north central Main Street area i n the mid-19th cen­
tury as a home for workers and small businessmen. I t possesses i n t e g r i t y of location, de­
sign, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and associations. I t meets c r i t e r i a A and C 
of the National Register of Historic Places. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate In terms of 
other buildings within the community. 

Set on a re s i d e n t i a l street of predominantly nineteenth century houses very near a 
major commercial d i s t r i c t , t h i s house i s , aside from i t s present paint color, a good 
example of the more modest Greek Revival houses b u i l t i n the mid-nineteenth century. The 
house has a pedimented a t t i c and a simple entablature and cornerboards but a more 
elaborate entrance with pilasters and a corniced entablature. The double f r o n t door and 
the one-story bays on the south are probably l a t e nineteenth century additions. 
I t i s a 2istory clapboard clad structure with rear e l l that rests on a granite foundation. ' 
Windows contain l a t e 19th century 2/2 sash. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

This house was b u i l t i n 1843 by John L. Perkins and Daniel Stone, carpenters. They 
had acquired the land i n l a t e August of that year and had presumably finished the house by 
early October when they sold i t to John M. Peck, a hatter with a shop on Main Street and 
the Representative to the General Court i n ̂ 8^3 and I84ii. Peck owned the house for two 
years before s e l l i n g i t i n "iŜ S to Phiraas Upham. Upham was a well-known dealer i n dry 
goods with a shop on Main Street. His f i r m was organized under a number of d i f f e r e n t 
names: Upham and Clark, a partnership with Lowell Clark (see 68 Lyman Street form); Upham 
and Baker; Upham; and Phineas Upham & Co. In 18̂ 19 Upham put an addition on the north 
side of the house and sold i t to Charles W. Fogg, a large landowner i n mid-nineteenth 
century Waltham who may have rented out the house. In any case, by the mid 1880s the 
house was owned by Henry P. Sherman, a real estate agent, who used i t as an o f f i c e as well 
as a residence. Sherman continued to l i v e i n the house a f t e r he moved his o f f i c e to Main 
Street about 1900. After his death i n 1916, the house was owned by his heirs and rented; 
i n 1923 i t was occupied by Raymond Yetten of Yetten and Mclver automobile repairers with a 
shop on Main Street. 

CONT 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Middlesex Deeds - 1̂25:̂ 161, 431 :525; 432:349; 470:365; 691:533. 
Maps and atlases - 1854, 1875, 1886 , 1900, 1911 , 1915, 1923 
Directories - 1871, 1886, I9OI, I916, 1923 
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Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Community: Form No: 

Valtham, MA 95 

Property Name 
John M. ?,f ck House 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued belcw. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd) 

When this house was b u i l t in the early 1840s, the area east of Church Street was Just 
being developed and the streets la i d out. In 1843 Lewis Smith, the owner of most of the 
land in the Liberty/School streets area, agreed to construct, at his own expense. Liberty 
Street, called "the road [that] extends to meet Main Street," and School Street, "the road 
[that] extends to meet Church Street". By 1846, after Phineas Upham had bought the house 
at the corner of Liberty and School streets. Liberty Street was called the "street leading 
from Main Street to P. Upham's house," and School Street was the "streefleading from 
Church Street to said [Upham's] house;" by 1849 both Liberty and School streets were 
called by their present names. 

Staple to Inventory form at bott om 
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1970 Atlas, City of Waltham 
Compiled by the Waltham 
Engineering Division 
Scale: 1 inch = 140 feet 

Waltham, Massachusetts MRA 
27 Liberty Street 
John M. Peck House 
16-R-6 



WALTHAM, MA MRA 

John M. Peck House #95 
27 Liberty Street 
1" = 100' 
1975; updated to 1987 
Waltham Engineering Dept. 
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IVIultiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000301 


