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7. Description

CONDITION

(Check One)

] Excellent {0 Good ﬁ Fair [[J Deteriorated [ Ruins {7 Unexposed
(Check One) ' (Check One)
Bcl Altered [ Unocltered [ Moved ) Original Site

DESCRIBE TH

E PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The building is U4S'-S" across the front and 37! deep:\ Four
massive "H" frames comprise the main structure. Six sills lie on
flat stones. 11"x11" posts support 10"x16" beams all mortised and
tenoned together and f astened with trunnels. These beams are finely
finished, possibly with an adz as only Dutch barns had adzed beams.
Very long roof rafters are balanced near midpoint on purlins run-
ning front to back, leaving sidewalls relatively weight free. Con-
struction is largely oak and tulipwood. Closely spaced long poles
lie on beams making rude hay loft floor\ Central portion of barn
has wood threshing floor. Side aisles for stalls have dirt floors.
There are two large wagon doors front and rear, and one front access
door.#This may have been changed as normally there would be one
small door to each side aisle. Roof rafters and original studs are
spaced about 3'-0" on centers. There is no ridge pole. Shingle
nailers are old oak but probably not original as roof most likely
wag thatched.\ 0ld shingles remain but are covered now with asphalt
shingles. Some original clapboards may remain but have been covered
over on two sidewalls by Novelty siding:\~Ex§erior is stained red.

Within the past 10 years a small section inside was enclosed as an
office and two windows were added.

Condition is fairly good, roof seems watertight but gutters
need replacing along with a few rotted timbers particularly one

corner post. Some evidence of borers and other insect infestation
seems to be arrested.

% There is another small ahd old d oor immediately next
to the large front door which may have been moved
from right front. It is hidden in the photo.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

N This building is unique as it is a true Dutch barn and is one
of the few remaining in the State of New Jersey. The Lower Rhenish
style barn evolved in the Netherlands and was brought over to the
Hudson River Valley. This type is the most European of American
barns and may be the earliest example of barn building in the United
States. (They are described more thoroughly in T.J. Wortenbach's
"Middle Colonies".) A similar barn to the Wortendyke barn was built in
1642 at Achter Col, now Bogota, New Jersey. This barn is believed
have been built about 1770 at the time many improvements were made to

‘\ the farm and home of Frederick wortendykéﬁ\ In-the early part of this

century someone attahced the numerals "1803" over the door but no one
knows the source.

Congressional
Representation

Harrison Williams - U.S.. Senator

Clifford Case - U.S. Senator

William B. Widnall - Congressman (7th Congressional
District)




"Historjy.of the Wortendyke Lands" Volume 13, Number 7l (January 1969)
Pascack Historical Society: Park Ridge, New Jersey

"The Old Houses, Building and Historic Sites of Park Ridge" Volume 13,
Number 77 (September 1969) Pascack Historical Society: Park
Ridge, New Jersey.

New Jersey Historg New Jersey Historical Society: Winter, 1971.
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NAME AND TITLE:

Claire K. Tholl, Architectural Historian

ORGANIZATION DATE
Pascack Historical Society . 3/20/72
cIT OR TOWN: STATE CODE
ark Ridge New Jersey 34

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.

in the National Register and certify that it has been (
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set g
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

level of significance of this nomination is:
National [T} State [] Local
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Chief, Office of Archeology and ﬁﬂric Preservation
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