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The Deacon W llard Lewis House i slocated on thesouthern half of a small

bl ock bounded by West Street, Station Street and El mStreet. To therear

of thehouse behind a rowof trees i sthe Kendall Conpany parking lot, andto the
west and east across Station and El mStreets ar ecomercial buildings. To

the south of t hehouse i sthetown common, which i s nowthe center of Wl pole's
downtown area and therefore greatly altered fromits nineteenth century
condition. The Lewis House i st heol dest house ont hecommon, andt he | ast
remant of Wal pol e conmon' s early nineteenth century devel opnent.

The house i sa 2 story ridge roof clapboard building, five bays wi de and three

deep, with afive bayell tothewest. Built c. 1826, t hehouse was alteredi n

the late nineteenth century, andagain very recently. The facade has five

6/6 wi ndows on t hesecond floor andtwofloor |ength bay windows with heavy dentiled
cornices flanking a nodern central doorway. There i sanother bay window on t he
west facade of tie house, similar i ndetailing tothefront bays, but without full

l ength wi ndows.

The ell t othewest has five irregularly spaced 2/2 wi ndows and an off-center
entrance, andfive small 3/3 windows on t hesecond floor. The nusic room
built c. 1870-80, extends across therear elevation of the main house. This
addition has a full brick basenment and a | owpitched roof.

The front boundary of t hehouse i s marked by a | owcut granite wall which was
the foundation of a fence built thesanme time the nmusic roomwas added. Pl ans
for therestoration of t hehouse, based on recommendations of t he Societyf or
the Preservation of New Engl and Antiquities, include painting thebuilding
white, shortening thefront bay windows t omatch t he side w ndow, and
restoring thefront door. The property, nowowled by t hetown, will serve

as t heheadquarters forthehistorical society after therestorationi s

conpl et ed.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Deacon W llard Lewis House i ssignificant as oneof thelast remining
bui I dings associated with thecolonial andfederal developnent of thetownof
Wal pole. It gains further significance through its association with Deacon
Wllard Lewis, one of Wal pole's outstanding nineteenth century industrialists.

The Lewi s House, which fronts directly onthetow common, wasbuilt on a parcel
of land known as t he Rev. Phillips Payson school house pasture. The house was
built next tothesixth water-power privilege ont heNeponset River, whichwas
Wal pole's original source of power, thus making thesite important to the

early devel opnment of t hetown.

Deacon W I lard Lewi s, who bought the house andt hesixth water-power privilege
in 1863, was bomi nWest Roxbury i n1808, and nmoved with his famly t oWl pole
when he was very young. Lew s, who was a prom nent nmenber of Wal pole's

busi ness community, conceived theidea of making lint by machine f or bandages,
and manufactured these bandages for t heCivil War effort. Lewis was also a
deacon at the Wal pole Orthodox Church and represented Wal pole's interestsi n

the Massachusetts General Court i n 1872-83.

After purchasingthe water-power privilege i n1863, Wllard continuedt o
manufacture lint bandages for theU S Covernnent and began t onake carpet
lining, cotton batting andcotton percolator. Hi sbusiness thrived and by
1875 hi smill enployed 70 people andturned out twotons of batting a day.

The house remains today as a rem nder of t hedevel opment around t hetown
common and of t hecontribution Deacon Wllard Lewis nade t ot hegrowth of
the conmunity.
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