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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

01d Main at Gustavus Adolphus College is located on a promontory in
the geographic center of the campus, It is an imposing and elegant focal
point within the campus complex,

Built in 1875-76 according to the design of one of St, Paul's leading
architects, E,P, Bassford, the exterior of the building embodies many features
characteristic of the Italianate style, The basic plan of the building is
rectangular, measur1ng'§573" in length and 60'2" in width with a central
hallway on the three main floors and basement, It is constructed of
locally quarried Kasota stone blocks, The well defined Kasota stone blocks
are broken at the corners by quoins and at the central entry by a projecting
pavilion, The three bay facade is defined by three couplings of round headed
and segmentally arched windows. The slightly pitched roof is surmounted by
an ornate cupola. :

The exterior of the building has undergone minor alterations since its
construction, The four/four wooden sash windows have been replaced with
aluminum combination windows, The decorative fanlight over the main entry
and the double oak doors have been sympathetically replaced with modern
appointments, The projecting eaves and cupola have been painted a light ochre
and the six chimneys have been removed,

From 1876-1884 01d Main housed all of the college's facilities #ncluding
classrooms, labs, offices, a dining area, a chapel, and the president's
living quarters, 1In order to accommodate the growing needs of the college
0ld Main has undergone interior alterations, Additional classrooms and lab
space were provided by partitioning off the original classrooms, Many of
the ceilings have been lowered and fluorescent lights added, The basic floor
plan of the interior, hardwood floors, and woodwork have remained intact.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

0ld Main stands as the historic symbol of Gustavus Adolphus College,
Architecturally, 01d Main is significant as a fine example of the Italianate
style which flourished in Minnesota's river towns during the 1870s,

0ld Main is the oldest standing building associated with the history of
Gustavus Adolphus College and has been in continual use for almost 100 years,
The college was founded by Reverend Erik Norelius, famous for his pioneer
wotk in the Lutheran Church, in 1862 at Red Wing, Minnesota, In 1863 the
college was relocated at East Union where it met with limited success until
1875, In that year the colleg@ was moved to St, Peter and 0ld Main was

constructed at a cost of $25,000,

0l1ld Main has long been considered the pride of the town as well as
of the synod, It is one of two historic St. Peter buildings designed by
the St, Paul architect E.P. Bassford, The integrity of design and the =
structural quality of the building insure the continued use of 0ld Main as a

college facility,
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