FORM B - BUILDING

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

2, Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form
Photo number

Roll 28

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north.

(over)

30M-5-77

. Lot size

In Area no. Form no.
116-GBD
27
1- Town WnT'nostRT>
Address V/aldo Street
Wal do Street Police Station
Nane

police station and
district court

Present use

Present owner City of Worcester

Description:

Date 1918
Source Nutt, C, History of V/orc.

Style Renai ssance Revival

) George H, Clemence
Architect

Exterior wall fabric brick

Outbuildings (describe) none

Other features terracotta trLm,

projecting comice v;ith modillions

and dentils, paired arched v”*indows,
marble panels
Altered ~ no Date

Moved no Date

Assessors' Book 2, p, 21
. Lot 10 111,958 sq.ft.

One acre or less X _Over one acre

Approximate frontage 100«

Approximate distance of building from street

10
\i, @ M, Seamaii

. Recorded by ed, B«R. Pfeiffer

Organization Worc. Heritage Pres. Soc

Date in-‘ebruary 1978



7. Original owner (if known)

Origiaal use *police headquarters and district court

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates police headquarters

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce | ndustry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

Built in 1918t oreplace a police station of the 1880s, the Wal do
Street Police Station was designed t oserve as police headquarters and
as a courthouse for the Central District Court, Recfi*tly vacated, fae
Station is inunaltered condition, retaining al | elements of it s unusual
Renai ssance Revival design. Thebuildingis three storieshigh, rising
from a high basenent toaflat roof. Forth andwest elevations andpart.
of the south elevation are faced with pressed brick andtrimmed with
extremely ornate terracotta. The Station's twoentries (west) are nearly
identical, each consisting of arectangular brick frame v/ithin which
are set tworoundels and an arched doorvjay; the entry arches aretrinmmed
V7ith terracotta bearing an interlocking foliate relief into whichare
cast the woi'ds "Police" (north entry) and "Courts" (south entry),
Wndows of the basenent, first and second stories areset by pairsi n
rectangul ar brick surrounds. Third storey wi ndows consist of paired
arched vjindows set inlarge blind arches, each arch bearing a marble
roundel. Above the third storey is a dee,o terracotta cornice nmade up
of dentils, modillions, bead andreel mouldings anda band of foliate
decoration. Designed by George Cenence, a local architect, the Valdo >
Street Police Station is a mjor public building of unusually high
architectural quality.

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)

Worcester Historical Society. Biographical file (denence obit)
Architecture notecards of Harriette .'"orbes, .
Nutt, G History of Viorcester, vol. | ,p. ii46 (illus.)
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Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304



