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2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of form 
Photo number 

Rol l 27 

In Area no. Form no. 
116-CBD-
5 

1. Town Worcester 

Address Ikk'^^kQ Main Street 

Name Armsby Building 

cossnercial/residential Present use 

D i a l Away Co. , Inc . 
Present owner 352 West B o y l s t o n S t . 

West Boylston, Mass. 01583 
3. Description: 

Date 1685 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

Source exterior date plaque 

. Style__ Panel Brick 

.. Architect Stephen C» Earle 

.Exterior wall fabric b r i c k 

Outbuildings (describe)._ none 
Other features f ive-storey height, _ 

granite s i l l s , l i n t e l s and courses; 

ornamental brickwork on upper stories 
— - — f f i i r ^ t h 

Altered Store fronts âte century 

Moved no Date 

UTM" 5. Lot size 2 , p . 2 8 
L o t 26 9 ,510 s q . f t . 

One acre or less 

Approximate frontage 

Over one acre 

60« 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

7' 
S. Ceccacci 

6. Recorded by ed. B.R. Pfe i f fer 

Organization 'Wprc. Heritage Pres. Soc. 

Date November 1977 

(over) 

^7-77 



7. Original owner (if known) 

Original u s e ^ 

Armsby Estate 

commerc ial/residential block 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates_ same 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural . . 

• Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce • * 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Mil i tary 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

CoBibining elements of Victorian Gothic design and its offshoot, "Panel 
Brick" architecture, the Armsby Building i s among the most ornate and well-
preserved examples of i t s period in downtown Worcester. The building i s 
five stories high with a symmetrical facade, which at the f i r s t storey 
contains an arched entry flanked by one store front on each side. (Al­
though faced with modern materials, these modern store fronts merely cover 
original trim.) Spper floors contain eight evenly spaced windows at each 
storey; windows are trimmed with rock-faced sandstone lintels and s i l l s . 
Separating the windows (vertically) are panels of decorative brickwork. 
At the roof line i s a slight corbelling which supports a paneled parapet. 
At the parapet's center are a decorative gable and date stone. 

Designed by Stephen Earle, one of the city's most prominent architects, 
the Armsby Building was constructed at a cost of $30,000 by C.A. Vaughan. 
As originally planned, the structure contained two store fronts at street 
level and a boarding house on the upper floors. The block was apparently 
built as an investment by the estate of George P. Armsby, who had been 
secretary of the Munroe Organ Reed Con̂ jany in Worcester prior to his move 
to Vineyard Haven in 1879• 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

Sanitary Engineer, vol. XI, April 23, 1885, p.i|ijJ.; vol. XI, May 21, 1885, 
' p.527 (building notices) 

Worcester House Directory, 1888, I896, 1912. 
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Please refer to the map in the 
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