
Fonn 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections) 

S T A T E : 

Mass. 
C O U N T Y : 

S u f f o l k 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

[!• NAME 
C O M M O N ; 

T r i n i t y Rectory 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. LOCATION Congressional D i s t r i c t 8 / ; 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

NE corner Clarendon and Newbury S t ree t s 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston 

25 I Su f fo lk 

S T A T E 

M a s s . 
(a> CLASStFICATION 

25 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 
ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

• D i s t r i c t g B u i l d i n g 

• Si te • S t ruc ture 

• Object 

• P u b l i c 

{ • P r i v a t e 

• Bo th 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

I I In P rocess 

1 I B e i n g Cons ide red 

(25 Occup ied 

I [ U noccup ied 

1 I P rese rva t i on work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

Y e s : 

• R e s t r i c t e d 

• Un res t r i c t ed 

B No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I A g r i c u l t u r a l 

I 1 Commerc ia l 

I I Educa t i ona l 

i 1 En te r ta inment 

i 1 Government 

I I I ndus t r i a l 

• M i l i t a r y 

1 I Museum 

• Park 

y i P r i v a t e Res idence 

I I R e l i g i o u s 

I I S c i e n t i f i c 

I I Transportation 

• Other (Speclty) 

\ i Comments 

4 , O W N E R O F P R O P E R T Y 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

T r i n i t y Church i n the City of Boston 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Copley Square 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston 

S T A T E : 

M a s s . 025 
5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C : 

Suffolk County Registry of Deeds 
STREET AND NUMBER; 

Pemberton Square 
C I T Y O R T O W N ; 

Boston M a s s . 025 

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

Inventory of the h i s t o r i c assets of the Commonwealth 
D A T E OF S U R V E Y : 1 9 7 1 • Federa l State • Coun ty • L o c a l 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
STREET AND NUMBER; 

Office of the Secretary, State House 
n 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston 

S T A T E : 

M a s s . 

CODE M -

" 0 2 5 ^ 
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| 7 . DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 
E x c e l l e n t • Good • F a i r 

(Cftecfc One) 

I I De te r i o ra ted • Ruins I I U n e x p o s e d 

( C h e c k One) 

£ 3 A l t e r e d • U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

• Moved E Or ig i r . a l Si te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E . A | 

The T r i n i t y Church Rectory (1879), a three story_red-.i>rick structure-, i s 
located on the northeast corner of Clarendon and Newbury Streets. I t s 
pitched roof with transverse gables i s broken by two dormers of unequal 
size over the main facade, and by smaller twin dormers over the south 
elevation. A large exterior chimney i s centered on both the north and the 
south facades, while a t h i r d i n t e r i o r chimney breakfe through the main 
roof to the south of center. The rectangular plan of the house leaves 
enough space for a very small garden between the narrow south facade and 
Newbury Street. A small courtyard with brick wall encloses the land between 
,e Rectory and an alley to the north. 
The most;p.rominent feature of the T r i n i t y Church Rectory's main facade i s 

deeply recessed entrance porch spavined by a low, broad arch of brown-
one.. As eye-catching and characteristic as the arch may be, i t i s the 

•placement of the second story windows that i s of primary importance i n 
Richardson's plan. Placed at irregular intervals i n the red brick facade, 
these seven .windows dictate the placement of every other element i n the 
fr o n t elevation. At each end of the house a decorative panel of cut brick 
separates a pair of these windows to form a u n i t of design which aligns 
I t s e l f with the banks of windows on the f i r s t story and with simple gables 
i n the t h i r d story. The brick panel between the pair of windows on the 
north side of the main facade i s wider than that on the south, allowing 
space for four mullioned f i r s t f l o o r windows on the north side but only 
three on the south. Two more of these windows, flanking another decorative 
panel, are placed symmetrically over the wide arch of the recessed entrance 
porch. These windows establish the position of the larger of the two roof 
dormers facing Clarendon Street. The f i n a l second story window dictates 
the position of a single mullioned window on the f i r s t story and the smaller 
or the two dormers on the roof. 

In spite of the use of similar elements i n both gabled ends of the^lacade, 
the xsouthone i s considerably larger than the north. This difference i s 
evidenced by the wider course of mullioned windows, a larger panel of brick 
decoration and a broader gable with round arched window. The heavy copper 
downspout gives the south section the appearance of a projecting mass. 
Iso l a t i n g i t and giving i t a visual weight and emphasis. The arched 
entrance and the larger dormer window d i r e c t l y above i t have been positioned 
s l i g h t l y to the l e f t of the v e r t i c a l axis i n order to balance the two 
sections. Horizontal unity i s stressed by the four sfering courses of smooth 
brownstone running across the facade, at the base (the water-table), mullion 
and top of the f i r s t story windows, and at the level of the main cornice. 
Repetition of window shapes across entire stories further emphasizes the 
horizontal unity of the surface. Although the windows vary i n shape from 
f l o o r to f l o o r , the size of the panes i s consistent throughout. 

The most s t r i k i n g feature on the Newbury Street elevation i s the bay extenjJ' 
ing up to the cornice l i n e . Curved planes connect the fro n t wall of the 
projecting side chimney to the south facade of the building. Windows i n 
these curved planes allow the chimney piece to function as a bay window. 
The shape of the f i r s t and second story windows of the fro n t facade i s 
reit e r a t e d i n t h i s side with a pair of windows flanking the chimney on both 
f l o o r s . On the roof a single hipped dormer i s v i s i b l e on each side of the 
chimney. The opposite end of the roof i s adorned with a similar chimeny; 
however, the curved planes v i s u a l l y connecting the chimney to the wall of 
the building arp- ahRent,. The brownstone gfeg±Rg courses are continued 
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7. Description (continued) 

FOR N P 5 USE; C M L Y 

E N T i i Y h; u f.1 r; 

around the building as are occasional s t r i p s of red brick set i n patterns. 
With the exception of a few details i n brownstone, the entire facade o f t h e 
Rectory i s b u i l t of hard red brick from a brickyard i n North Cambridge, also 
the source of bricks for Richardson's Sever Hall (13-78-80) at Harvard. [ 

A t h i r d f l o o r was added to the Rectory i n I B ^ - With the exception of the 
three brick panels and the chimney bay, the design of the existing second 
storey i s repeated i n t h i s addition. The roof was r e b u i l t as accurately as 
possible. There have been no further additions or alterations to the Rectory. 
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fjL SIGNIFICANCE 

I -

U 

UJ 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I P re -Co lumb ian ' • 16th Cen tu ry 

• 15th Centu ry • 17th Centu ry 

• 18th Centu ry 

g ] 19th Century 

• 20 th Centu ry 

S P E C I F I C DATE<S) ( I f A p p l i c a b l e a n d K n o w n ) 1 8 7 9 - 1 8 8 0 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

A b o r i g i n a l 

I I P r e h i s t o r i c 

r~l H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 

[ 3 A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

I I Commerce 

I I C o m m u n i c o t i o n s 

1 I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

( I E d u c a t i o n 

[ I E ng inee r i ng 

I I I r fdus t ry 

I I I n v e n t i o n 

I 1 L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

r~l L i t e r o t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

• Mus i c 

• P o l i t i c a l 

Q R e l i g i o n / P h i . 

l osophy 

I I Sc ience 

I I Scu lp tu re 

r~l Socio l / H u m o n -

itorian 

• T h e a t e r 

I I T r o n s p o r t o t i o n 

I I Urban Plonning 

• Other (Specifr) 

The Rectory of T r i n i t y Church i n Boston i s the work of Henry Hobson 
Richardscjn,, considered the f i r s t great architect to work i n a t r u l y national 
i d i o t s This red brick townhouse i s t y p i c a l of the architect's American, 
or Richardsonian Romanesque s t y l e . The Rectory i s the f i r s t i n a series 
of excellent houses b u i l t by Richardson i n the 1880's and, according to 
Professor Bainbridge^Bunting, i t i s "certainly the best of Richardson's 
Back Bay dwellings." 

As the re s u l t of a competition, Richardson was chosen architect for 
T r i n i t y Church, on which work b^an i n 1872. The surrent rector of 
T r i n i t y Church was P h i l l i p s Brs^oks. Most often remembered for his 
carol, "O L i t t l e Town of Bethlehem," Brooks was also one of the great 
clergymen of his day and lat e r became si x t h Bishop of Massachusetts. 
Diiring the building of the Church, he and the architect formed a close 
friendship, and i n 1879, two years after the completion of T r i n i t y Church, 
Richardson was given the commission for Brooks' new residence, the T r i n i t y 
Rectory. 

Bunting, Bainbridge, Housesof Boston's Back Bay, Cambridge, Harvard 
University Press, 1967, p. 214. 
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RECEIPT STATE 

ejspii DATE OF RECEIPT 

DATA PAGE 

PHOTO ( E ) 

(A PHCTO DESCRIPTION (s) 
,V J-̂AP (S) 

MAP DESCRIPTION (S) 
LOGGED /7 / v / 
ACKKOV/LEDGE _ _ M _ I $ M / 

UBiaT ' ' 

YES 

A / -

NO IvTJl'BER 

REvm/ 

REGISTER N'Ul'IBER: 

FEB 2 3 1972 

HISTORIAN 

ARCHEOLOGIST 

ARCHITBCT 

KEEPER 11 1/^utJ-a^"-^ 

-0^ 

j Federal Register £2itry Annual Ed i t ion Entry 

Logged FEB ^ 3 197? Card 9 ^gyo 

COLll.lElJTS: WORKING NUffiER ^ " 7 / 2> 

COivCJRESSIOML DISTRICT: 







1 
, 3270000. [ 

r f 

EVEVFTT ten Y HALL) 3.9 Ml. 

l7ix»^E. i I '»28 V 5' i329 

Ĉ AM^RTJ):Girt~' ̂  

S T A T E OF, MASSACHUSETTS 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

CHELSEA (CITY MALL) 1.7 Ml 6768 I NE 
(BOSTON NORTH) 

M^'ss General' 
HospitaL 

stfl.K V V \>V,I »• : s..-' : 
\ '"-J 

L 

Brfacoti* Hill., ,Cit woois' i 

Y Boston ̂  /t-'^f^^V 
• "-.-ov Common*̂  •" — 

pt^ 
.ikion' ] ; R E S " \ / ^ 

\ "^-i-P 
Commo'nwealth 
Pier J- -V 

Fish 

1 

RECTORY of TRINITY CHURCH i n the 

City of Boston 

U. S. G. S. : Boston South, Mass. 1956 

Scale: 1 : 24000 



'Form 10-301 
{Dec. 1968) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

S T A T E 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
C O U N T Y 

S u f f o l k 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

E NAME 

E 
COMMON: Rectorv of T r i n i t y Church i n the Citv of Boston 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C ; 

U 

LOCATION 

[T 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

NE corner Clarendon and Newbury Streets 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

B o s t o n 

S T A T E : 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
C O D E 

TTZS— 

MAP REFERENCE 

111 

S O U R C E : 

U.S.G.S. Boston (south) Massachusetts 

SCALE: 1 : 2 4 , 0 0 0 

1956 

-ti REQUIREMENTS 
T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundaries where requ i red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i tude and longi tude reference. 





ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE 

Date Entered rEB 2 3 1972 

Name 

P i r s t r>a^^tist Church 

Old County C^urt House 

i T i n i t y F-tctory 

>t. Luke's f.r.iscc: ftl CjTurch 

CrGWiii!;shioi<3 iiduse 

F i r s t Univcrsa l le t Cliurch 

Grisv/olcl (Knjor Jos^rph) Hcuso 

Also N o t i f i e d 

Hon. Edward M. Kennedy 
Hon, xJsv'nra .>rv">o>.o 
lion. S i l v i o O. Co.-ite 
Iton. Jiarold D. D''>nohua 
^te.i. Tlî -Jisas P. O'l.- i l l , J r , 
Kon, iiastings Kei th 

Direc tor , Jlortiieast Kagion 
HR NRowland :inm 2/16/72 

Location 

South lyie 
Earkahire County 

horthhcrouqh 
'.•:orcenter Cctuity 

lioston 

Suf xolic Co-ji-vty 

Pli'-aoath County 

S u f f o l k County 

L&n-jsborouqh 
Bori^ishira Comity 
Boston 
fcuffolk Cotinty 

Provincetown 
Xianietable county 

BucklCLT-.i 
FrarJt l iu County 

St.'\tc LiHlsfT) O f f i c e r 
Hon. John F. X- "ar'^ro.n 
Eccro^irry o f the Cor.;nonv/ealtfi 
C'ic.irra;;, It-nsnachu^ctts ::iL;i:orical 

CoTsnisfic;-! 
0ff.l3<? c f tl.c .SVcrctary 
C*;.3tc i;ous.-
Bostoii, .Massechusctts 02133 

J 


