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ENTRY NUMBER
(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)

[l NAME

COMMON;

Trinity Rectory

AND/OR HISTORIC:

2. LOCATION Congressional District 8 /;

STREET AND NUMBER:

NE corner Clarendon and Newbury Streets

CITY OR TOWN:

Boston
STATE
Mass. 25 | Suffolk 25
(@ CLASStFICATION
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
(Check One) OWNERSHIP STATUS TO THE PUBLIC
District g Building . Public Public Acquisition: (25 Occupied Yes:
Site . Structure {+ Private I 1 In Process I [ Unoccupied . Restricted
*  Object *  Both 1 1 Being Considered 1 1 Preservation work ©  Unrestricted
in progress B No
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
I 1 Agricultural i 1 Government . Park 1 Transportation \ i Comments
I 1 Commercial I I Industrial yi Private Residence +  Other (Speclty)
I 1 Educational . Military I 1 Religious
i 1 Entertainment 1 1 Museum I 1 Scientific
4, OWNER OF PROPERTY
OWNER'S NAME:
Trinity Church i ntheCity of Boston
STREET AND NUMBER:
Copl ey Square
CITY OR TOWN: STATE:
Boston Mass. 025
5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:
Suffol k County Registry of Deeds
STREET AND NUMBER;
Penberton Square
CITY OR TOWN;
Boston Mass. 025

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE OF SURVEY:

Inventory of thehistoric assets of t he Conmonweal th
DATE OF SURVEY: 1971 . Federal State . County . Local
DEPOSITORY FORSURVEY RECORDS:

Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion
STREET AND NUMBER;

Office of theSecretary, State House

CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE M -

Boston Mass. "0257

aNgo



7.

DESCRIPTION
(Cftecfc One)

Excellent . Good . Fair | | Deteriorated . Ruins I | Unexposed
CONDITION
(Check One) (Check One)
£3 Altered . Unaltered . Moved E Origir.al Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE . A|

The Trinity Church Rectory (1879), a three story red-.i>rick structure-, i s
located on t henortheast corner of Clarendon and Newbury Streets. | t s
pitched roof with transverse gables i s broken by two dorners of unequal
size over thenmnin facade, and by smaller twin dormers over the south
el evation. A large exterior chimey i scentered on both thenorth and the
south facades, while a third interior chimey breakfe through t henain
roof tothesouth of center. The rectangul ar plan of t hehouse |eaves
enough space for a very small garden between thenarrow south facade and
Newbury Street. A small courtyardwith brick wall encloses theland between

,e Rectory and an alley tothenorth,.

The nost;p.rominent feature of theTrinity Church Rectory's main facadei s

deeply recessed entrance porch spavined by a |ow, broad arch of brown-

one.. As eye-catching and characteristic as thearch may be, i ti s the
splacenent of t hesecond story windows that i sof primary inportancei n
Richardson's plan. Placed at irregular intervals i ntheredbrick facade,
these seven .windows dictate t heplacenent of every other element i n the
front elevation. At each end of t hehouse a decorative panel of cut brick
separates a pair of these windows toforma unit of design which aligns
[tself with thebanks of windows on thefirst story andwith sinple gables
in thethird story. The brick panel between thepair of windows on t he 7.
north side of themain facade i swider than that on thesouth, allowing
space for four mullioned first floor windows on thenorth side but only
three on thesouth. Tw nore of these windows, flanking another decorative
panel, areplaced symmetrically over thew de arch of t herecessed entrance
porch. These windows establish theposition of thelarger of t hetwo roof
dormers facing Clarendon Street. The final second story wi ndow dictates
the position of a single mullioned windowon thefirst story and thesmaller
oo thetwo dorners on t heroof.

In spite of theuse of simlar elements inboth gabled ends of the”l acade,
the xsouthone i sconsiderably larger than thenorth. This differencei s 0
evidenced by t hewider course of mullioned windows, a |arger panel of brick Z
decoration and a broader gable with round arched wi ndow. The heavy copper
downspout gives thesouth section t heappearance of a projecting nass.
Isolating i t andgiving i t avisual weight and enphasis. The arched
entrance and t he larger dormer window directly above it have been positioned
slightly totheleft of thevertical axis i norder tobalance the two
sections. Horizontal unity i sstressed by thefour sfering courses of snooth
brownstone running across t hefacade, at thebase (the water-table), mullion
and topof thefirst story windows, and at t helevel of thenmaincornice.
Repetition of wi ndow shapes across entire stories further enphasizest he
horizontal unity of thesurface. Although thew ndows vary i nshape from
floor tofloor, thesize of thepanes i sconsistentthroughout.

The nost striking feature on t he Newbury Street elevation i sthebay extenjJ'
ing uptothecornice line. Curved planes connect thefront wall of the
projecting side chimey tothesouth facade of thebuilding. Wndows i n
these curved planes allowthechimey piece tofunction as a bay wi ndow.

The shape of thefirst and second story windows of thefront facadei s
reiterated i nthis side with a pair of windows flanking thechimey on both
floors. @n theroof a single hipped dormer i svisible on each side of the
chimey. The opposite end of theroof i sadorned with a similar chinmeny;
however, thecurved planes visually connecting thechimey tothewall of
the building arp- ahRent,. The brownstone gfegtRy courses are continued
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7. Description (continued)

around thebuilding as areoccasional strips of redbrick seti npatterns.

Wth theexception of a fewdetails i nbrownstone, theentire facade ofthe

Rectory i sbuilt of hard redbrick froma brickyard i nNorth Canbridge, also

the source of bricks for Richardson's Sever Hall (13-78-80) at Harvard. [
Athird floor was added t ot heRectory i nlB*- Wth theexception of the

three brick panels and t he chimey bay, thedesign of theexisting second

storey i srepeated i nthis addition. The roof was rebuilt as accurately as

possible. There have been no further additions or alterations tothe Rectory.



fiL SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

I | Pre-Columbian ' . 16th Century . 18th Century . 20th Century
15th Century . 17th Century g] 19th Century
SPECIFIC DATE<S) (If Applicable and Known) 1879-1880
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal (1 Education «  Political I I Urban  Plonning
I | Prehistoric [ | Engineering Q Religion/Phi. . Other (Specifr)
r~l  Historic I 1 Irfdustry losophy
I | Agriculture I | Invention | | Science
[3 Architecture | 1 Landscape I | Sculpture
+ At Architecture r~I  Socio I/Humon-
I I Commerce r~| Literoture itorian
I I Communicotions . Military Theater
1 1 Conservation Music | | Tronsportotion

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Rectory of Trinity Church i nBoston i sthewrk of Henry Hobson
Richardscjn,, considered thefirst great architect towork i natruly national
idiots This redbrick townhouse i stypical of thearchitect's Anerican,
or Richardsoni an Romanesque style. The Rectory i sthefirst i na series
of excellent houses built by Richardsoni nthe 1880's and, accordingto
Professor Bainbridge®Bunting, it i s"certainly thebest of Richardson's
Back Bay dwellings."

As theresult of a competition, Richardsonwas chosen architect for
Trinity Church, on which work b an i n1872. The surrent rector of
Trinity Church was Phillips Brs®oks. Mbst often renenbered for his
carol, "OLittle Town of Bethlehem" Brooks was also one of the great
clergymen of hi s day and |ater becane sixth Bishop of Massachusetts.
Diiring thebuilding of theChurch, he and t hearchitect formed a close
friendship, and i n1879, two years after thecompletion of Trinity Church,
Ri chardson was given t heconmi ssion for Brooks' new residence, the Trinity
Rectory.

Bunting, Bainbridge, Housesof Boston's Back Bay, Canbridge, Harvard
University Press, 1967, p. 214.
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ENTRY NUMBER DATE

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

E namve
CDAMN Rectorv of Trinity Church i ntheCitv of Boston

AND/OR HISTORIC;

E LOCATION

STREET AND NUMBER:

NE corner Clarendon and Newbury Streets

CITY OR TOWN:

Boston
STATE: CODE
M assachusetts TTZS—
[T MAP REFERENCE
SOURC E:

US GS Boston (south) Massachusetts

SCALE: 1:24,000
1956
-ti REQUIREMENTS
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.






ENTR ES | NTHE NATI ONAL REQ STER

STATE

Date Entered rEB 23 1972

Pirst r>a™tist Church

Old County CMurt House

iTinity F-tctory

>t. Luke's f.r.iscc: ftl CjTurch

CrGWiiil;shioi<3 iiduse

First Univcrsallet Cliurch

Grisv/olcl (Knjor Jos“rph) Hcuso

Al so Notified

Hon. Edward M. Kennedy
Hon, xJv'nra >V'>0>0

lion. Silvio O. Co.-ite

Iton. Jiarold D. D">nohua
Med. Tidsss P. O'l.-il I, Jr,
Kon, iiastings Keith

Director, Jlortiieast Kagion
HR NRowland imm 2/16/72

Location

South lyie
Earkahire County

horthhcrough
".e:0rcenter Cctuity

lioston

Suf xolic Coji-vty

Pli'-aoath County

Suffolk County

L &n-jsborough
Borinishira Comity
Boston

fcuffolk  Cotinty

Provincetown
Xianietable county

BuckICLT-.
FrarJtliu County

St."\tc LiHIsfT) Officer
Hon. John F. X- "ar'“ro.n
Eccronirry of the Cor.;nonv/edtfi

Clic.irra;;, lt-nsnachu”ctts ::iL;i:orical

CoTsnisfic;-!
Off.13<? cf tl.c .SVcrctary
C*..3tc i;ous.-
Bostoii, .Massechusctts 02133



