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Irjie El bridge Gerry House was t hebirthplace and hone, 1744-
1787, of Elbridge CMry, a Signer of theDeclaration of Independence for
Massachusetts, merchant, politician, diplomat. Governor of Massachusetts and
Vice President of theUnited States.

El bridge Gerry was born at Marbl ehead on July 17, 1744, t he son of a ner-r
chant and sea captain. | nMy, 1772 Cerry was elected representative to the
Massachusetts General Court where he met Samuel Adans and fell conpletely
under his influence. He resigned from t he General Court i ndisgust over a
nob action i nearly 1774. He quickly returned topublic life and was a nem
ber of theprovincial congresses from 1774t o0 1776; he also served on the
executive conmmttee of safety.

From 1776 t 0 1780 Gerry was an active delegate tothecContinental Con-
gresses. He was an early advocate of independence and was present on July 4,
1776, but left Philadel phia before theengrossed copy of theDeclaration had
been signed. He actually signed thedocunment himself after his returnto
Congress on Septenmber 3. He also signed theArticles of Confederation and
was a nenber of the Treasury Board from 1776 t 0 1779. 1 n 1780, after a
serious quarrel with Congress, Gerry returned t o Boston and absented himself
from Congress for over three years. During this period he engaged success-
fully i ntrade and privateering. He returned t o Congress i n1783 and served
there until Novenber, 1785. Early i n1786 he took his seat i ntheMassachu-
setts House of Representatives.

In May, 1787 he purchased a confiscated Loyalist estate i nCanbridge,
later the "H nmwood" of James Russell Lowell, which Gerry nmade his horme. He
refused toattend t heAnnapolis Convention of 1786 but accepted t he appoint-
nent t ot he Federal Convention of 1787. Gerry was elected t ot henew Congress
in February, 1789, where he becane a supporter of theConstitutionand
strongly backed thefinancial measures of Ham|ton. | n1793 he retired from
Congress tocultivate his farm He was nom nated for governor i n1800; aftei
a succession of defeats, he was elected governor i n1810 and again i n 1811.
rhe measure that nade his second administrationimmortal was t hefanmous
Gerrymander Bill of February 11, 1812. This was a redistricting bill passed
for thebenefit of theRepublican Party. The expression "gerrymander was
aerived from one extraordinary electiondistrict which looked like a sala-

Ti ander .

Cerry failed tobe re-elected in April, 1812, but was nom nated and then
sleeted totheVice Presidency of theUS on theticket with James Mdi son*
raking his oath of office on March 4, 1813. He died on Novenber 23, 1814.

The Gerry House i s within theO d Town Historic District, and was con-
sidered for designation as a National Historic Landmark by t hePark Service.









lbridge Gerry Birthplace, Marblehead, Massachusetts NS Photo 1968


















