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S T A T E : 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
C O U N T Y : 

Essex 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

JUL 2 1973 

1. NAME 
C O M M O N : 

Elb r i c lge \ , G e r r y .House 

CATEGORY 

(Check One) 

• D i s t r i c t § B u i l d i n g 

• Si te • S t ruc tu re 

• Object 

OWNERSHIP 

• Public 

S P r i v a t e 

• Both 

Pub l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

Q In P rocess 

[ \ B e i n g Cons ide red 

S T A T U S 

r K Occup ied 

[ I U noccup ied 

I I P rese rva t i on work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

A C C E S S I B L E 

TO T H E P U B L I C 

Y e s : 

( • R e s t r i c t e d 

[ I U n r e s t r i c t e d 

^ No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I A g r i c u l t u r a l Q Government • Park 

• Commerc ia l • I ndus t r i a l g P r i v a t e Res idence 

• E d u c a t i o n a l • M i l i t a r y • R e l i g i o u s 

• En te r to inment • Museum • S c i e n t i f i c 

i 1 Tronsportation 

• Other (Specify) 

I I Comments 

OWNER OF PROP SI? TV 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

Mr. and Mrs . Peter W. Morton 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

44 Washington S t . 
C I T Y O R T O W N : S T A T E : C O D E 

Marblehead 01945 Ma s sachus e t t s 025 

5. LOCATfONOF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C : 

Essex Registry of Deeds 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Federal Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Salem 

S T A T E 

Massachusetts 025 

[dTREPRE&ENTATtON tN gXISTING SURVEYS 
T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

Inventory of Hist o r i c Assets of the Coimnonwealth 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : 1968 • Fede ra l State I 1 County • Local 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s H i s t o r i c a l Commiss ion 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

40 Beacon S t r e e t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : S T A T E : C O D E 

B o s t o n 02108 M a s s a c h u s e t t s 025 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

b 

.1-
V 

OJ 

U 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

r~l P re -Co lumb ian • 16fh Centu ry 

• 15th Centu ry • 17th Century 

B 18th Centu ry 

• 19th Century 

• 20 th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1744-1787 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g i na l 

I I P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

• A g r i c u l t u r e 

I 1 A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

I I Commerce 

I I Commun ica t i ons 

I 1 C o n s e r v a t i o n 

I I Educa t i on 

[ 1 Eng inee r ing 

[ I I ndus t r y 

1 1 I nven t i on 

1 I L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t o r y 

• Mus ic 

^ P o l i t i c a l ^ : : 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i . -

losophy 

I 1 Sc ience 

I I Scu lp ture 

1 I S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

i t a r i a n 

• Thea te r 

I 1 T ranspo r t o t i on 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

!rjie Elbridge Gerry House was the birthplace and home, 1744-
1787, of Elbridge C^^ry, a Signer of the Declaration of Independence for 
Massachusetts, merchant, p o l i t i c i a n , diplomat. Governor of Massachusetts and 
Vice President of the United States. 

Elbridge Gerry was born at Marblehead on July 17, 1744, the son of a mer-r 
chant and sea captain. In May, 1772 Gerry was elected representative to the 
Massachusetts General Court where he met Samuel Adams and f e l l completely 
under his influence. He resigned from the General Court i n disgust over a 
mob action i n early 1774. He quickly returned to public l i f e and was a mem­
ber of the pr o v i n c i a l congresses from 1774 to 1776; he also served on the 
executive committee of safety. 

From 1776 to 1780 Gerry was an active delegate to the Continental Con­
gresses. He was an early advocate of independence and was present on July 4, 
1776, but l e f t Philadelphia before the engrossed copy of the Declaration had 
been signed. He actually signed the document himself a f t e r his return to 
Congress on September 3. He also signed the A r t i c l e s of Confederation and 
was a member of the Treasury Board from 1776 to 1779. I n 1780, after a 
serious quarrel with Congress, Gerry returned to Boston and absented himself 
from Congress for over three years. During t h i s period he engaged success­
f u l l y i n trade and privateering. He returned to Congress i n 1783 and served 
there u n t i l November, 1785. Early i n 1786 he took his seat i n the Massachu­
setts House of Representatives. 

In May, 1787 he purchased a confiscated Loyalist estate i n Cambridge, 
later the "Elmwood" of James Russell Lowell, which Gerry made his home. He 
refused to attend the Annapolis Convention of 1786 but accepted the appoint­
ment to the Federal Convention of 1787. Gerry was elected to the new Congress 
in February, 1789, where he became a supporter of the Constitution and 
strongly backed the f i n a n c i a l measures of Hamilton. I n 1793 he r e t i r e d from 
Congress to c u l t i v a t e his farm. He was nominated f o r governor i n 1800; a f t e i 
a succession of defeats, he was elected governor i n 1810 and again i n 1811. 
rhe measure that made his second administration immortal was the famous 
Gerrymander B i l l of February 11, 1812. This was a r e d i s t r i c t i n g b i l l passed 
for the benefit of the Republican Party. The expression "gerrymander was 
aerived from one extraordinary election d i s t r i c t which looked l i k e a sala-
Tiander. 

Gerry f a i l e d to be re-elected i n A p r i l , 1812, but was nominated and then 
sleeted to the Vice Presidency of the U.S. on the t i c k e t with James Madison* 
:aking his oath of o f f i c e on March 4, 1813. He died on November 23, 1814. 

The Gerry House i s w i t h i n the Old Town Historic D i s t r i c t , and was con­
sidered for designation as a National Historic Landmark by the Park Service. 







Ibridge Gerry Birthplace, Marblehead, Massachusetts NPS Photo 1968 












