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The Coughanour Apartment Block is a three-story building in brick commercial 
style. The major decorative motifs are in brick, although the building has 
pressed tin applied ornamentation as well as good leaded glass transoms.

Although constructed in three stages (1902, 1905, 1907), the building presents 
a cohesive appearance with delicate pressed tin band moldings above both the first 
and second stories uniting the facades. The consistent use of ornamentation, 
as displayed by the brick pilasters, brick cornice, first story leaded glass 
tansoms, garlanded pressed tin pediments and pressed tin plaques with wreathes 
and swags, further contributes to the unity of the structure.

The only inconsistency seems to be in the employment of both flat and segmental 
arches to cap the windows. However, these differing arches both appear in the 
1905 addition.

The original 1902 building ts the two story section which faces north. In 1905 
the large west addition with its corner entry was constructed. Two years later 
the eastern section with the barroom was added. Originally the west's corner 
pediment was surmounted by an eagle which no longer exists.

The first story contains eight offices and a barroom. The remainder of the building 
was apartments, except for the west portion of the west addition which for many 
years was a photographers gallery.

The present owner is in the process of restoring the building and hopes to once 
again employ it as an apartment and office complex.
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The Coughanour Apartment Block Is architecturally significant as one of the more 
pretentious apartment blocks of the period in Idaho. The use of stained glass 
transoms and pressed tin ornamentation denoted a certain elegance not normally 
associated with apartments at this time in the state.

Standing opposite the train depot with an oxidized copper statue of an elk in 
the middle of the street, the apartments presented Payette visitors with a 
favorable first impression.

William A. Coughanour was prominently identified with the business and civic 
life of Payette in its early years. Coming to the town in 1885 he held consider­ 
able lumber, cattle and orchard interests. With the turn of the century he served 
seven consecutive terms as Mayor of Payette. During these years the building was 
constructed. As such it may be considered a tangible affirmation of the town's 
prosperous condition and commercial potential.
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Coughanour Apartment Block

Item 7: Enclosed is a xerox copy of an old post card which shows the 

Coughanour Apartment building with its original skylight. This feature 

provided the photographer's studio with a soft, north light which was 

a necessary requisite for successful portraiture in this era. When the 

loft was no longer employed as a photographic studio the skylight was 

successfully, albeit unaesthetically, removed. The butchery can be 

remedied, as all can if you are willing to spend the time and money.

Item 8: Further significance. Although this building has been 

nominated for its significance as an imposing apartment block of the 

period on the state level, allow me to also note (as requested) that 

the building is the most pretentious structure of its period in Payette 

to serve in this capacity. It might still be the best apartment block 

in the town if not for its so utterly vacant and unrehabilitated con­ 

dition. The owner, as noted in the last paragraph of the description 

(in case your memory already has lapsed), has hopes of restoring this 

building and once again employing it as an office and apartment complex. 

That is, if it does not take forever and a day to get on the register. 

The building is not part of any sweeping desire to restore the sleepy 

town of Payette to its railroad age glory, but we had hoped its 

rehabilitation might make people somewhat more aware of the possibility.
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Payette has numerous brick buildings in its downtown area. However, 

none have the ill tasteful paint job which has been applied to these 

apartments (which the owner hopes to rectify). Also no other building 

in town was built in three separate sections. Also none contained 

photographer's studios. However several others were erected by Mayor 

Coughanour. This however is the last standing building of his, as 

firebugs have been active in this burg. It is also one of the few 

three story buildings in the city, most being but two in stature. 

Actually it might be one of the higher apartment complexes of its 

day in Idaho, as most people did not aspire to go higher than two 

stories. Of course its ornamental tin and leaded glass windows 

are unique to the area, but I already mentioned that on the original 

form.

In Washington the building might be mistakenly considered as 

nil!, however in Payette it encompasses more than 50% of the streetscape 

of downtown First Avenue North.


