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LAPHAM-PATTERSON HOUSE, THOMASVILLE

During the High Victorian 1880' s when Thomasville, Georgia, became a 
fashionable winter resort, this three-story mansion was built as the resort 
home of Chicago shoe manufacturer, C.W. Lapham. Very little is known about 
who was responsible for design and construction, but the house speaks for 
itself as an unusually individualistic and vivid record of the taste of an 
era when people attempted to outdo one another in the creativity brought to 
the eclectic, picturesque and romantic resort cottage. A consultant to the 
local landmarks committee described the house in this way:

[It is] the most exuberant and daring Victorian mansion in 
Thomasville and is a challenge to all others in the state. 
Innovative in form, detail, and construction, it is complete 
in every detail including an iron fence and front gate. An 
architectural tour-de-force.

Because of its evident uniqueness, yet representative "Victorianess" 
and good state of preservation, the Lapham-Patterson House is presently being 
readied to serve as a state-owned museum of the era when Thomasville was a 
Gay Nineties health resort.

C.W. Lapham 1 s connection with the City of Chicago suggests an interesting 
speculation about the innovative quality of the plan and form. Could it be 
due to a degree of exposure to the work of Louis Sullivan, H.H. Richardson 
and others who experimented with domestic architecture in that city? No 
other High Victorian period house in Georgia is quite so forward looking., 
especially in its innovative use of plan and space. Note especially the 
completely unusual staircase in the great hall which winds around, through 
and is supported by the chimney stackI
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Three story Vic.torian_mansion of exceptional quality. 
Front facade consists of tv.To octagonal bays seperated by an 
inset octagonal porch.The "roof of the porch is supported by 
two large panelled octagonal columns,with turned brackets. 
A narrow porch is located at the second level,opening off 
two bedrooms,and has excellent detailing.The house is a comb­ 
ination of clapboard and shingle siding,in various decorative 
patterns. The north bay is "'panelled'-'-in'., a herringbone pattern, 
with narrow beaded boards,and a horizontal panelled band across 
the top of a row of stained glass windows.window trim and doors 
are of relatively simple design.The south front bay Includes 
another narrow porch,'S 1 shaped in section,and supported by 
square panelled columns.Panelling.of this bay. includes hori- 

t zontal fluted,diagonal and beaded siding.A combination sawn 
'aricT~turned" barge board runs the entire length of the front
facade.

The main house is inneed of repairs,and the porte-cochere 
on the north,with excellent Jig-saw detailing,is in dilapidat­ 
ed condition.Two long wings are appended to the body of the 
house,one a kitchen,the other a lar^e enclosed porch.The 
rear elevation also includes stained .'glass ..windows.

Ceilings in the ground floor are either cast plaster of 
fine derail or polished wood.All floors arc inlaid in a vari­ 
ety of patterns.Numerous fireplaces,stained glass,polished 
wall panelling and sliding interior doorscombine to nake this 
a most important example of Victorian interior design.

Each of the ground floor rooms,none of which is square or 
rectangular,opens directly to the heavily planted yard or to 
side porches.Bedrooms on the second floor open to private 
balconies,and all have fireplaces.The third floor consists of 
a large 'Party Hoom'.Virtually all of the original Interior 
detailing remains,Including gas chandeliers .snd wall lights, 
which have been converted to electricity.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

The Scarborough House was built circa 1885 by William 
Miller for the private residence of C.W.Lapham.The house 
has been in the family of Alice Patterson since 1904.Hiss 
Patterson,now Mrs.Alice Patterson Scarborough Stevens has 
owned and lived in the house since 193?*

The Scarborough House is the most exuberant and daring 
Victorian mansion in Thomasville,and is a challenge to all 
others in the state.Innovative in form,detail and^ construe. 
tion.it is complete in every detail,including an excellent 
iron fence and front gate.An' architectural tour-de-force.
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