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Ten Pound Island Light

STE IESRPION

Te light islocated onasnmall island at the eastern end of O oucester Harbor
with shoals between it and the mainland to the east. |t ws used as guide by
fishernmen and vessel s entering the harbor. Thelight is onthe southwest side
of the island facing the station. Thelsland i s abandoned and s covered
with low bushes, grasses and sone ok trees. |t has arocky shore with sone
beach at the site of aformer fish hatchery(not included in the nomnation).
The site of the |ighthouse, which includes ruins of the old house and

associ ated structures, still conveys itshistoric function as a |ighthouse

conpl ex.
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Ten Round Island Light, Qoucester, Mss.
MACGR B EMENTS [CES(R PTTON

The nomnation includes the cast iron conical light house (1881). Askeletal
nark, oil house ruins (1821), and foundations at the southvest end of the

I sl and.

TORR
Exterior- This isaconical cast iron structure, 30 tall rising 44 abovethe
water. The body ispainted white and encircled by two narrowrings. The ten
sided lanterni's solid belowwth ten | arge wndow openi ngs above; tw of
these are blocked and several panes of glass are mssing. It isenclosed by a
standard iron roof wth round ventilator ad Iighteningrod. The bal cony
whi ch separates the lantern fromthe body of the tower original Italianate
brackets and bal cony. The top of the tower i s painted black axd is pierced by
four portholes. The entry i s segnentally arched.
Interior- Theinterior isbrick lined ad whitewashed.
Stair: lron s‘mral staircase wth sinple railing and no balusters; tvel eve
steps lead to the |anp roomand anine rung |adder provides access to
Lanp the{/&r;shrnooml_ Ith al hol kyligh
Rom celling wth unusual portholes as skylights, Brick section
pen for trapdoor. \Wuoden storage cupboards, _
Lens Rom  The light haS peen renoved. The walls are painted white bel ow
wth vertical unpanted sheathing above. ere are five round
Oﬁenl g?s wWth mo covers for vents ad a scuttle door entrance onto
the bal'cony. The ceiling has ten cast iron sectionswth a vent
hole in the center decorated wth acanthus |eaves ad flutes
Bal cony: O’!?I nal Italianate balustrade wth turned bal ustersand sinple flat
rail.  Supporting the bal cony beneath the bal usters are curved
triangul ar cast 1ron brackets. S
Sandard iron roof inten sectionswth around ventilation ball and
l'ightening rod.

Thltshren%l ns in ruins only; brick foundation and concrete retaining wall on
north side.

*aQL HOEE
This remains inruinsonly, granite block walls do stand. Al wooden trimand
roof are mssing. Mdoden louversin front and rear gables are intact.

*Further research conclude that the oil house (1821) and the dwelling
(possibly fromthe 1881 construction) ad their surrounds possess historic
archaeol ogi cal potential. Howmever, the infornation available at this tine
does not adequately support this concl usion.

Li ght house tower - Gontributing Sructure
Li ght house skeletal tower Noncontributing Structure
LBIS cenent storage structure- Noncontributing Sructure

=HQ
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Ten Pound Island Light, Gloucester, Mass.

LIGHT

1919-
1923-
1925-
1925-

1956-

1966-
1976-

CHARACTERISTICS:

fixed light with flash 6 seconds- 5 seconds.

light changed to 45 candle power.

720 candle power visible for 12 miles; order changed to forth order lens.
intensity of light incresed to 1400 candle power; lens changed to fifth
order.

light moved to top of conical fog bell tower; same candle power;
unwatched fog bell.

1400 candle power; 3/5mm lantern, 120v; 250w, C5 fil.

R220mm condensing lens, 1.15 lamp, daylight, color plastic, flasher
12vdc, lampchanger 12v-6PL, lantern 250mm plastic lens; horn volume
Increased to two blasts/20 seconds.
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Ten Pound Island Light, Gloucester, Mass.

CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY:

7/14/1820-
1821-

1881-
8/11/1887-
1941-

1942-
11/22/1954-
1987-1988

State and selectmen of Gloucester cede land to federal government.
Erection of 40' stone tower, and 9'xI15' covered passageway for
$15,000; 10'xl2' stone and slate oil house for $1,000; 12'9"x8'x4"
storage building with mud sills for $200; 28'x30' wood frame 11/2
story dwelling for $8,000; fog signal and bell, wood frame on
2'x2' concrete piers, base measuring 15'6" square.

Tower replaced with present cast iron structure.

Part of Island given to the Commissioner of Fish and Fisheries.
12'4"x27'4" one story wood frame boathouse with no foundation
erected for $600.

224'x3" retaining wall erected.

Fishery abandoned (some foundations remain).

Local interest in preserving and reusing the site.
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Ten Pound Island Light, Qoucester, Mss.
LBH. & SGNHGINEH FHATON TONTOW. FGSTERR TER A

The Ten Pound Island Light possesses Integrity of [ocation, desi ?n, setting,
materials and worknmanship as well as significant associations with the _
devel opnent of aids to navigation in Missachusetts. Located near to the site
of the original 1821 stone [ighthouse tower, the present |ight, believed to
date from 1881, is awell preserved exanple of the cast iron towers of the
Perlod and despite the decay of ancillary structures, renains an inportant
ocation inthe navigation of GQoucester Harbor. [t neets criteria Aand C of
the National Register of Hstoric Paces at the state [evel** as well as

survey criteria le (tower only), 2a 3a 3b, and4a.

Nthouq]h the |ighthouse nay al so _besi?nificant at the local level, further
research nust be nade to substantiate this.
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Ten Pound Island Light, doucester, Miss.
BONDRY JUBTIH CATTON

The boundaries of the Ten Pound Island Light include the [ight and renains of
ancillary structures associated with the use of the site as alight station.
The renmai ns of aroad serve as thenorthern boundary _seﬂaratlng the |ighthouse
conpl ex fromthe Fsh Gnmssion hatchery conpl ex, which was established on
the island in the1880's and i s not associated with the |ighthouse conplex.

tﬂﬁe Folundgri es tothe east, west and south arethe natural rocky coastline of
e Island.

end
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My 25 1988

Mayor Wl liamSquill ace
Cty Hall
Cal e Avenue

d oucester, Mss. 01930

Dear Mayor Squill ace:

Recent|y, the Massachusetts Historical Gomnmssion secured listing of nany of
Massachusetts' |ighthouses in the National Register of Historic Places. De
to technical problens, Ten-Pound Light, owed by the City of G oucester, was
not included I nthat nomnation. W have since secured additional information
about the property that answers these technical concerns. The Mssachusetts
Historical Commssion would therefore |ike to correct that omssion by
considering Ten-Pound Light as an anendnent to the Lighthouses of
Massachusetts Thematic Resource MNational Register nomnation. Listing of the
|ighthouse inthe National Register by Septenber 1, 1988, could nake the
property eligible for Federal and State funds.

The anendnent will be considered at the next nmeeting of the Massachusetts
Historical Commssion, on June 8 1988. Ordinarily, owners are inforned of
the Cormssion's intent to nomnate Properties 30 to 75 days prior tothe
nmeeting. Enclosed is a C(()JJy of the [etter of notification that would have
been sent to the Gty of Goucester as owner of the property. |t includes an
expl anation of the rights of owlers and an invitation to conment directly tc
the Massachusetts Historical Commssion. However, because the 30 to 75 day
notification periodis passed, v ask that the City waive its right to
comment. Your waiver will allowus to consider the nomnation at the June
conm ssion neeting and then forward the nomnation to the National Register
gggéce I n Washington intine for National Register listing by Septenber 1,

Enclosed is a letter to Carol Shull, Keeper of the National Register, that
wai ves your right to conment on the nomnation directly to the Massachusetts
Historical Commssion. |Inorder to waive that right, you should sign the
letter as owner of the property and send it directly to M. Shull. For our

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Tdmage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boyiston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



records, please send a copy of the letter to our office. Pl ease note that
this waiver does not restrict your right to send cooments to the National

Register inVWshington; it sinply recognizes that the period for comment

directly to the Massachusetts Historical Gomnmssion i s past.

You are invited to attend the meeting of the Massachusetts Historical
Gormission at which the nomnationwll be considered. The GConmission will
neet got the Gdnan Estate, Lincoln, Massachusetts, on Védnesday, June 8, 1988,
a L p.m

Spouldf%he Cty have any questionsabout this nomantion, please contact ne at
this office.

Sincerely,

Valerie A Tal nage
Executive Director
State Historic Preservation Officer
Massachusetts Historical Gonmission

cc. Peter Phil lips

Encl osur es
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june 1, 1988

Mr. Robert F. Crecco

Office of Regulatory Affairs
Environmental Division
Room 9217

Department of Transportation
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Mr. Crecco:

We are pleased to inform you that Ten Pound Island Light and the land directly
surrounding the light, which includes the .1 acre of land owned the the United
States Coast Guard will be considered by the Massachusetts Historical
Commission for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places as an
amendment to the Lighthouses of Masssachusetts, Thematic Group Nomination.
The MHC has received a strong recommendation from the staff of Aids and
Navigation USOG in Boston to list and restore Ten Pound Lighthouse. The tower
and the island are owned by the town of Gloucester and would be a ideal site
for successful reuse.

As you know, the National Register of Historic Places is the Federal
government's official list of historic properties worthy of preservation.
Listing in the National Register provides recognition and assists in
preserving our Nation's heritage.

Listing of this property provides recognition of the state's important
historic resources and assures protective review of Federal projects that
might adversely affect the character of the property. |If the property is
listed in the National Register, certain Federal investment tax credits for
rehabilitation and other provisions may apply.

Listing in the National Register does not mean that limitations will be placed
on the property by the Federal government. Public visitation rights are not
required of owners. The Federal government will not attach restrictive
covenants to the properties or seek to acquire them.

In Massachusetts, properties nominated to the National Register are
automatically listed on the State Register of Historic Places. There are no
limitations, public visitation requirements, or restrictive covenants for
private properties included in the State Register. State Register properties
owned by municipalities and nonprofit organizations may compete for state
restoration grants.

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Vaerie A. TAmage. Executive Director, State Historic Presnvation Officer
80 Boyiston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470

Office ofthe Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



You, or soneone fromyour staff, areinvited toattend theneeting of the
Massachusetts Historical CGommssion, at which the nomnation will be
considered. The Gormission will neet on Védnesday, June 8, 1988, at the
(dnan Estate, Lincoln, Massachusetts at 1:00 RV

Attached please find anotice that explains, i ngreater detail, theresultsof
listing inthe National Register andthat describes therights and procedures
by which an owner nay cooment on or object tolisting i nthe National Register.

It isinportant tonote that inorder tonake this property eligible for the
Bi centennial Lighthouse nonies, this [ight nust be accepted by the National
Regi ster of Historic Paces by or before Septenber 1, 1988. Therefore, ve
wi |l appreciate your assistance infacilitating thereview of this |ighthouse.

Shoul d you have any questions about this nomnation before theMissachusetts
Historical Conmssion neeting, please contact ne at this office.

Sincerely,

Valerie A Tal nage
Executive Director
State Historic Preservation Oficer
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

cc: Alds and Navigation
United States Qoast Guard
408 Atlantic Avenue
Bost on, M\ 02102
Attention David Weaton

VT/ s



Carol Shun, Chief

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Department of the Interior

18th and C Streets, NW.
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:

As owner of the following property, | recognize that it will be considered for
nomination to the National Register of Historic Places by the Massachusetts
State Review Board at its meeting on June 8, 1988. The property will be
nominated as an amendment to the Lighthouses of Massachusetts Thematic
Resources Area.

Ten-Pound Light
Gloucester, Massachusetts

As owner, | am aware of the benefits and consequences of National Register
listing and hereby waive by right the 30-day commenting period. Should | wish
to respond to the nomination after consideration by the Massachusetts State
Review Board and prior to the property's listing in the National Register of
Historic Places, | understand that | will forward ny comments directly to your
attention.

Mayor

City Hall

Dale Avenue

Gloucester, Massachusetts 01930

cc: Valerie Talmage
Executive Director
State Historic Preservation Officer
Massachusetts Historical Commission

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie .\. Tdmage, Executive Director, Sate Historic Preservation Officer
80 Bovlston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116  (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secreiary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly. Secretary



June 27, 1988

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

P.O. Box 37127

Washington, DC 20013-7127
Attention Beth Savage

Dear Ms. Shull:
Enclosed you will find the following nomination form:

Essex County, Gloucester (Lighthouses of Massachusetts-Thematic Group
Nomination Amendment) Ten Pound Island Light, Ten Pound Island.

The property has been voted eligible by the State Review Board andthe
nomination has been signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer.
Owners were notified of pending State Review Board consideration less than
30-75 days before the meeting, but were afforded the opportunity to
comment(see attached letters of notification). Comments received to date
are attached to the nomination form.

We would appreciate expedited review of this nomination.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate contacting either Anne

Tait or myself.

Sincerely,

N

Bet sy Friedber? _
National Register Director
Massachusett's Historical Gonmissi on

BH s
Encl osur e

Massachusetts Historical Commission, ValerieA. Tdmage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boyiston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary
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Garol  Shull, Chief _ _
National Register of Hstoric Haces
National Park Service

Departnent of the Interior

18th and CStreets, NW
Véshington, DC 20240

Dear M. Shul l:

s owner of the followng property, | recognize that it will be considered for
nomnation tothe National Registér of Hstoric Paces by the Missachusetts
Sate ReviewBoard at its neeting onJune 8, 1988. The property will be
nomnated as an anendnent t o the Li ght houses of Massachusetts Thenatic
Resources Area.

Ten-Pound Li ght
doucester, Missachusetts

As owner, | amaware of the benefits and consequences of National Register
listing and hereby wai ve _bynPht the 30-day coomenting period. Should | wsh
to respond to the nomnation after consideration by the Missachusetts Sate
Review Board and prior tothe Pro erty's listing inthe National Register of
H“stog!c Maces, | understand that | will forward ny conments directly to your
attention.

MI%or WITiam

Gty Hall

Dal e Avenue

d oucester, Mssachusetts 01930

cc. Valerie Ta nage
Executive D rector . _
Sate Historic Preservation Officer
Massachusetts Historical Gonmssion

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Vaerie A. Tdmage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boyiston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116  (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



