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LIGHTHOUSE INFORMATION FORM 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 Boyiston Street, Boston, MA 02116 

NUMBER 43 

PHOTOGRAPH KEY -yi^^'s ur A^H^ HISTORIC NAME: Ten Pound Island Liaht 

1. Tower TOWN: Gloucester 

2. Tower with dayinark and dwelling Island on eastern end of 
LOCATION: Gloucester Harbor 

foundations 
COUNTY: Essex CODE: 009 

3. detail of balcony and portholes CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT: 6th 

4. detail of balcony; Italianate posts LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION: 

5. detail of balcony; finial ECCH Book 6, D. 189, 188 

6. Tower: brick wall and porthole, curving 

metal railing, unique wooden ceiling 
with round pnrthnlP5; and tripdnnr tn 
Lens room. 
7̂  I pn!̂  rnnm rpiling; in mptal <iprtinn<^ 
and vent opening 
8. Fniindatinn?; nf kppppr's dwplling 

„9. Stone block walls of oil house 
SKETCH MAP 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: 

see attached map 

Assessor's sheets #40200A and 40199 

LAT./LONG.: 40 36'7"N/70 39'58"W 

UTM COORDINATE:19/360/240/4710/560 
Boston, MA;NH;Conn.; 

USGS QUADRANGLE: RI;Maine 

SCALE: 1:250,000 

ACREAGE: 1.17 acres 

OWNER(S): City of Gloucester 

USCG - .1 acre 

RECORDED BY: Anne Tait w/Nancv Salzman 
and Leslie Fox  

ORGANIZATION:Massachusetts Historical 
Commission 

DATE:7/9/81. updated Mav. 1988 

STATUS: Unmanned 
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Ten Pound Island Light 

SITE DESCRIPTION 

The light is located on a small island at the eastern end of Gloucester Harbor 
with shoals between i t and the mainland to the east. I t was used as guide by 
fishermen and vessels entering the harbor. The light is on the southwest side 
of the island facing the USCG station. The Island is abandoned and is covered 
with low bushes, grasses and some oak trees. I t has a rocky shore with some 
beach at the site of a former fish hatchery(not included in the nomination). 
The site of the lighthouse, which includes ruins of the old house and 
associated structures, s t i l l conveys its historic function as a lighthouse 
complex. 
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Ten Pound Island Light, Gloucester, Mass. 

MAJOR ELEMENTS DESCRIPTION 

The nomination includes the cast iron conical light house (1881). A skeletal 
day mark, oil house ruins (1821), and foundations at the southwest end of the 
island. 

TOWER: 
Exterior- This is a conical cast iron structure, 30' tall rising 44' above the 
water. The body is painted white and encircled by two narrow rings. The ten 
sided lantern is solid below with ten large window openings above; two of 
these are blocked and several panes of glass are missing. It is enclosed by a 
standard iron roof with round ventilator and lightening rod. The balcony 
which separates the lantern from the body of the tower has original Italianate 
brackets and balcony. The top of the tower is painted black and is pierced by 
four portholes. The entry is segmentally arched. 
Interior- The interior is brick lined and whitewashed. 
Stair: Iron spiral staircase with simple railing and no balusters; 

steps lead to the 
the lens room. 

lamp room and a nine rung ladder provides 
twel eve 
access to 

Lamp Room 

Lens Room been 

Wooden ceiling with 
open for trap door. 
The light has 
with vertical 
openings with 
the balcony. 

unusual 
Wooden 

removed. 

Brick section 

Balcony: 

Roof: 

portholes as skylights, 
storage cupboards. 
The walls are painted white below 

unpainted sheathing above. There are five round 
no covers for vents and a scuttle door entrance onto 
The ceiling has ten cast iron sections with a vent 

hole in the center decorated with acanthus leaves and flutes 
Original Italianate balustrade with turned balusters and simple flat 
rail. Supporting the balcony beneath the balusters are curved 
triangular cast iron brackets. 

Standard iron roof in ten sections with a round ventilation ball and 
lightening rod. 

•DWELLING: 
This remains 
north side. 

in ruins only; brick foundation and concrete retaining wall on 

*OIL HOUSE: 
This remains in ruins only; granite block walls do stand. All wooden trim 
roof are missing. Wooden louvers in front and rear gables are intact. 

•Further research may conclude that the oil house (1821) and the dwelling 
(possibly from the 1881 construction) and their surrounds possess historic 
archaeological potential. However, the information available at this time 
does not adequately support this conclusion. 

Lighthouse tower - Contributing Structure 
USCG Lighthouse skeletal tower Noncontributing Structure 
USCG cement storage structure - Noncontributing Structure 

and 
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Ten Pound Island L igh t , Gloucester, Mass. 

LIGHT CHARACTERISTICS: 

1919- f ixed l i g h t with f lash 6 seconds- 5 seconds. 
1923- l i g h t changed to 45 candle power. 
1925- 720 candle power v i s i b l e fo r 12 mi les; order changed to f o r th order lens. 
1925- in tens i t y of l i g h t incresed to 1400 candle power; lens changed to f i f t h 

order. 
1956- l i g h t moved to top of conical fog bel l tower; same candle power; 

unwatched fog be l 1 . 
1966- 1400 candle power; 375mm lan te rn , 120v; 250w, C5 f i l . 
1976- R250mm condensing lens, 1.15 lamp, day l igh t , color p l a s t i c , f lasher 

12vdc, lampchanger 12v-6PL, lantern 250mm p las t ic lens; horn volume 
Increased to two blasts/20 seconds. 
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Ten Pound Island L igh t , Gloucester, Mass. 

CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY: 

7/14/1820- State and selectmen of Gloucester cede land to federal government. 
1821- Erection of 40' stone tower, and 9 ' x l 5 ' covered passageway for 

$15,000; 10 'x l2 ' stone and slate o i l house fo r $1,000; 12'9"x8'x4" 
storage bui ld ing with mud s i l l s for $200; 28'x30' wood frame 11/2 
story dwell ing for $8,000; fog signal and b e l l , wood frame on 
2 'x2 ' concrete p ie rs , base measuring 15'6" square. 

1881- Tower replaced with present cast i ron s t ruc tu re . 
8/11/1887- Part of Island given to the Commissioner of Fish and Fisher ies. 
1941- 12'4"x27'4" one story wood frame boathouse wi th no foundation 

erected for $600. 
1942- 224'x3' reta in ing wall erected. 
11/22/1954- Fishery abandoned (some foundations remain). 
1987-1988 Local in te res t in preserving and reusing the s i t e . 
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Ten Pound Island Light, Gloucester, Mass. 

LEVEL OF SIGNIFIGANCE/RELATION TO NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA: 

The Ten Pound Island Light possesses Integrity of location, design, setting, 
materials and workmanship as well as significant associations with the 
development of aids to navigation in Massachusetts. Located near to the site 
of the original 1821 stone lighthouse tower, the present light, believed to 
date from 1881, is a well preserved example of the cast iron towers of the 
period and despite the decay of ancillary structures, remains an important 
location in the navigation of Gloucester Harbor. I t meets criteria A and C of 
the National Register of Historic Places at the state level** as well as 
survey criteria le (tower only), 2a, 3a, 3b, and 4a. 

Although the lighthouse may also be significant at the local level, further 
research must be made to substantiate this. 
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Ten Pound Island Light, Gloucester, Mass. 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

The boundaries of the Ten Pound Island Light include the light and remains of 
ancillary structures associated with the use of the site as a light station. 
The remains of a road serve as the northern boundary separating the lighthouse 
complex from the Fish Commission hatchery complex, which was established on 
the island in the 1880's and is not associated with the lighthouse complex. 
The boundaries to the east, west and south are the natural rocky coastline of 
the Island. 

end 
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May 25, 1988 

Mayor William Squill ace 
City Hall 
Dale Avenue 

Gloucester, Mass. 01930 

Dear Mayor Squill ace: 
Recently, the Massachusetts Historical Commission secured listing of many of 
Massachusetts' lighthouses in the National Register of Historic Places. Due 
to technical problems, Ten-Pound Light, owned by the City of Gloucester, was 
not included in that nomination. We have since secured additional information 
about the property that answers these technical concerns. The Massachusetts 
Historical Commission would therefore like to correct that omission by 
considering Ten-Pound Light as an amendment to the Lighthouses of 
Massachusetts Thematic Resource National Register nomination. Listing of the 
lighthouse in the National Register by September 1, 1988, could make the 
property eligible for Federal and State funds. 
The amendment will be considered at the next meeting of the Massachusetts 
Historical Commission, on June 8, 1988. Ordinarily, owners are informed of 
the Commission's intent to nominate properties 30 to 75 days prior to the 
meeting. Enclosed is a copy of the letter of notification that would have 
been sent to the City of Gloucester as owner of the property. I t includes an 
explanation of the rights of owners and an invitation to comment directly tc 
the Massachusetts Historical Commission. However, because the 30 to 75 day 
notification period is passed, we ask that the City waive its right to 
comment. Your waiver will allow us to consider the nomination at the June 
commission meeting and then forward the nomination to the National Register 
office in Washington in time for National Register listing by September 1, 
1988. 

Enclosed is a letter to Carol Shull, Keeper of the National Register, that 
waives your right to comment on the nomination directly to the Massachusetts 
Historical Commission. In order to waive that right, you should sign the 
letter as owner of the property and send i t directly to Ms. Shull. For our 

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Talmage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer 
80 Boyiston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary 



records, please send a copy of the letter to our office. Please note that 
this waiver does not restrict your right to send comments to the National 
Register in Washington; i t simply recognizes that the period for comment 
directly to the Massachusetts Historical Commission is past. 

You are invited to attend the meeting of the Massachusetts Historical 
Commission at which the nomination will be considered. The Commission will 
meet at the Codman Estate, Lincoln, Massachusetts, on Wednesday, June 8, 1988, 
at 1:00 p.m. 

Should the City have any questions about this nomiantion, please contact me at 
this office. 

Sincerely, 

Valerie A. Talmage 
Executive Director 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

cc: Peter Phil 1ips 

Enclosures 
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june 1 , 1 988 

Mr. Robert F. Crecco 
Off ice of Regulatory A f fa i r s 
Environmental Div is ion 
Room 9217 
Department of Transportation 
Washington, DC 20590 

Dear Mr. Crecco: 

We are pleased to inform you that Ten Pound Island Light and the land d i rec t l y 
surrounding the l i g h t , which includes the .1 acre of land owned the the United 
States Coast Guard w i l l be considered by the Massachusetts Histor ica l 
Commission for nomination to the National Register of H is to r ic Places as an 
amendment to the Lighthouses of Masssachusetts, Thematic Group Nomination. 
The MHC has received a strong recommendation from the s t a f f of Aids and 
Navigation USCG in Boston to l i s t and restore Ten Pound Lighthouse. The tower 
and the is land are owned by the town of Gloucester and would be a ideal s i te 
fo r successful reuse. 

As you know, the National Register of His tor ic Places is the Federal 
government's o f f i c i a l l i s t of h is to r i c propert ies worthy of preservation. 
L i s t i ng in the National Register provides recognit ion and assists in 
preserving our Nation's her i tage. 

L i s t i ng of t h i s property provides recognit ion of the s ta te 's important 
h i s t o r i c resources and assures protect ive review of Federal projects that 
might adversely a f fec t the character of the property. I f the property is 
l i s t e d in the National Register, cer ta in Federal investment tax credi ts fo r 
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n and other provisions may apply. 

L i s t i ng in the National Register does not mean tha t l im i t a t i ons w i l l be placed 
on the property by the Federal government. Public v i s i t a t i o n r ights are not 
required of owners. The Federal government w i l l not attach r e s t r i c t i v e 
covenants to the propert ies or seek to acquire them. 

In Massachusetts, properties nominated to the National Register are 
automatical ly l i s t e d on the State Register of H is to r ic Places. There are no 
l i m i t a t i o n s , publ ic v i s i t a t i o n requirements, or r e s t r i c t i v e covenants for 
pr ivate propert ies included in the State Register. State Register properties 
owned by mun ic ipa l i t i es and nonprof i t organizations may compete for state 
res tora t ion grants. 

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Talmage. Executive Director, State Historic Presnvation Officer 
80 Boyiston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 

Office ofthe Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary 



You, or someone from your staff, are invited to attend the meeting of the 
Massachusetts Historical Commission, at which the nomination will be 
considered. The Commission will meet on Wednesday, June 8, 1988, at the 
Codman Estate, Lincoln, Massachusetts at 1:00 PM. 

Attached please find a notice that explains, in greater detail, the results of 
listing in the National Register and that describes the rights and procedures 
by which an owner may comment on or object to listing in the National Register. 

I t is important to note that in order to make this property eligible for the 
Bicentennial Lighthouse monies, this light must be accepted by the National 
Register of Historic Places by or before September 1, 1988. Therefore, we 
will appreciate your assistance in facilitating the review of this lighthouse. 

Should you have any questions about this nomination before the Massachusetts 
Historical Commission meeting, please contact me at this office. 

Sincerely, 

Valerie A. Talmage 
Executive Director 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

cc: Aids and Navigation 
United States Coast Guard 
408 Atlantic Avenue 
Boston, MA 02102 
Attention David Wheaton 

VT/ls 



Carol Shun, Chief 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
18th and C Streets, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

As owner of the following property, I recognize that i t w i l l be considered for 
nomination to the National Register of Historic Places by the Massachusetts 
State Review Board at i ts meeting on June 8, 1988. The property w i l l be 
nominated as an amendment to the Lighthouses of Massachusetts Thematic 
Resources Area. 

Ten-Pound Light 
Gloucester, Massachusetts 

As owner, I am aware of the benefits and consequences of National Register 
l i s t i ng and hereby waive by right the 30-day commenting period. Should I wish 
to respond to the nomination after consideration by the Massachusetts State 
Review Board and prior to the property's l i s t i ng in the National Register of 
Historic Places, I understand that I w i l l forward niy comments direct ly to your 
attent ion. 

Mayor 
City Hall 
Dale Avenue 
Gloucester, Massachusetts 01930 

cc: Valerie Talmage 
Executive Director 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie .\. Talmage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer 
80 Bovlston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 

Office of the Secreiary of Slate, Michael J. Connolly. Secretary 



June 27, 1988 

Carol Shull 
National Register of Histor ic Places 
Department of the In te r i o r 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 
At tent ion Beth Savage 

Dear Ms. Shu l l : 

Enclosed you w i l l f i nd the fol lowing nomination form: 

Essex County, Gloucester (Lighthouses of Massachusetts-Thematic Group 
Nomination Amendment) Ten Pound Island L igh t , Ten Pound Is land. 

The property has been voted e l i g i b l e by the State Review Board and the 
nomination has been signed by the State His tor ic Preservation Of f i ce r . 
Owners were n o t i f i e d of pending State Review Board consideration less than 
30-75 days before the meeting, but were afforded the opportunity to 
comment(see attached l e t t e r s of n o t i f i c a t i o n ) . Comments received to date 
are attached to the nomination form. 

We would appreciate expedited review of t h i s nomination. 

I f you have any questions, please do not hesitate contacting e i ther Anne 
Ta i t or myself. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedberg ^ 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

BF/ls 

Enclosure 

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Talmage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer 
80 Boyiston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary 
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Carol Shull, Chief 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
18th and C Streets, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

As owner of the following property, I recognize that i t will be considered for 
nomination to the National Register of Historic Places by the Massachusetts 
State Review Board at its meeting on June 8, 1988. The property will be 
nominated as an amendment to the Lighthouses of Massachusetts Thematic 
Resources Area. 

Ten-Pound Light 
Gloucester, Massachusetts 

As owner, I am aware of the benefits and consequences of National Register 
listing and hereby waive by right the 30-day commenting period. Should I wish 
to respond to the nomination after consideration by the Massachusetts State 
Review Board and prior to the property's listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places, I understand that I will forward my comments directly to your 
attention. 

Mll̂ or William 
City Hall 
Dale Avenue 
Gloucester, Massachusetts 01930 

cc: Valerie Talmage 
Executive Director 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Talmage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer 
80 Boyiston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary 


