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Simon Corta
STREET AND NUMBER:
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Owyhee County Courthouse
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CONDITION
Excellent D Good

(Check One) 

Altered [X| Unaltered

(Check One)

Foir D Deteriorated [g| Ruins Q Unexposed

(Check One)

D Moved Original Site
DESCRIBE THE. PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

One of the main early buildings still stands (in a dilapidated 
condition) on the original site, and some others have been 
preserved on a nearby ranch. The site of the post looks much 
as it did before the camp was built, although traces of other 
buildings can be found. Located close to South mountain, 
this camp has an attractive natural setting.

The principal structures are of logs, one with the bark still 
on after more than a century. Stone work is also present in 
one building and will bear further investigation. Historical 
archaeology should greatly clarify original locations of 
buildings which have been moved and. shed light on construction 
methods.
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PERIOD (check One or More as Appropriate)

Q Pre-Columbian | Q 16th Century 

O! 15th Century D 17th Century

Q 20th Century

AREAS OF StGNEFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
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O Prehistoric

Q Historic 

Q Agriculture 

I j Architecture 

D Art 

| j Commerce 

Q Communications 

[ | Conservation

| | Education 

| | Engineering 

fl Industry 

| | Invention 

j~~| Landscape

Architecture 

PI Literature 

23 Military 

Q Music

Q Political
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|~] Science
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
While inspecting the Owyhee Country during the Snake War in the Fall of 

Major General Frederick &teele authorized the installation of two add i tional 
as^bases for .guarding the new Minear road from Silvej: City viaJThree Forks Jic 
Nevada and_California. Choosing a site on Soldier Creek at the- southwestern

,, , i r- —— —— " • "*- — - i*r~- - - - l^ j, •

of South Mountain, he directed his Bvt. Lt. Col. John J. Coppimger to establ 
a winter camp there, "and to build a block house at the Three Forks." Follow: 
these orders, Copuinger ejsJ;aJbJ=L5hed--jQamp_ Wiathr_arJ__qn__Steele ! s Soldier Creek 
September 26, 186fe-__ Somehow he did not get around to building the block hou 
Three Forks across the Oregon line about sixteen miles south of Camp Winthroi 
Since Minear *s grade up the canyon wall immediately south of Three Forks pro~\ 
to be entirely impractical — except, legend has it, for stages lowered down 
the cliff with ropes, a cumbersome system tried only one — the lack of a bloc! 
house at Three Forks scarcely bothered the road users. A stage line or two 
operated for a time through Three Forks and up the river in the canyon inste 
of up the impassable canyon wall, but the route never was too popular. In 
event, the demand for a post at Three Forks location was solved quite neatly 
next April, simply by ,r^eji,aniing_Camp Winthrop as__C_amjj_Three Forks^ More than 
little confusion eventually rose from this change in name, particularly 
the post finally called Three Forks turned out to be quite a distance from 
site for which it was named.

Camp Thr^ee Forks on Soldier Creek proved to be a jj.s^ful^military__basje_diiri.ng 
th_e__Snake_Wa?rL.eyen if there was not too much traffic requiring protection on 
oad. Almost a year after he jhad established the camp, Coppinger went out 
uccessful raid against the Indians, August 12-14, 1867. Wiping out a villa 
is scouts found after chasing some Indians down Soldier Creek to the Owyhee 
oppinger gained a considerable reputation around Silver City. (Later he went 
n to become commanding general of the department of the Platte, and finally 
najor general in Cuba during the Spanish-American War.) After the Snake War 
to anjand, June 30, J.868, Camp Three Forks continued to_fjij^tiorj._^s__a-jn^j1i 
prison for six_.mQntbs_mo-rLe.*- Then the Indian captives held there were transferred 
to Fort Boise where supplies were more readily available. With hostilities '. arge 
ly concluded, Camp Three Forks continued with a rather small force: by March 18 7Q 
only eighty men were stationed there. At last, the army disregarded local pro­ 
tests and closed Camp Three Forks entirely, October 23, 18M^- The whole insl.al-

, ———— i . ii I, . ———— — ———— - r J 7 _ ——— „„?—— — -.-^ ———— •— i^

lation was auctioned off for ninety dollars, and became a cattle rnch. Although 
the buildings are abandoned, a 
only a mile below theold camp 
what, and is in poor repair.
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cattle ranch still is to be found on Soldier
The one standing building has been altered 

Yet it still bearlPari iHentif iaSTe r^^mblance
a picture taken in May, 1868, by a Silver City photographer — although the cannon 
(on which Colonel Coppinger was seated in the 1868 picture) .together with th 
soldiers and other things which gave the post a military appearance in 1868, are
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY ' 

————————— ————————————————————————— ———————————————————————— |
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds

NW 42° 42' 24" 116° 59' 58- 
NE 42° 42' 24" 117° 01' 321 
SE 42° 42' 48" 117° 01' 32" 
sw 4? e 47- 48- llfr 59- 5fr

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
J DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
_ OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
0 o

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 392.6 aCr6S

ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
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STATE: CODE

STATE: CODE
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COUNTY: CODE

COUNTY: CODE

NAME AND TI TLE:

Merle Wells, State Liaison Officer
ORGANIZATION DATE

Idaho State Historical Society Feb. 24, 1972
STREET AND NUMBER:

610 North Julia Davis Drive
CITY OR TOWN:

Boise
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National Q State [X] Local n

State Liaison Officer
Title

February 24, 1972
Date

STATE CODE
Idaho — TT — ID

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology an<Lffiktoric Preservation 

Date /*?y/y7^

ATTEST: ./ /X""7>)

._p4^T^ fZ^~3
4*&^&yS Keeper of The National Register 
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Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(Dec. 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

STATE

Idaho

COUNTY

Owyhee

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

.r^ 1 R 1972

COMMON-. Camp Three Forks
AND/OR HISTORIC: ^ f̂^\ WlT*"*-"^

STREET AND NUMBER:

SE corner Sec. 23, T8S , R6W
CITY OR TOWN:

STATE: CODE COUNTY:

Idaho 1^5

SOURCE:

Bureau of Land Management

SCALE: l" = lmilp.

DATE: 1965

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required. 

2. North arrow. 

3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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