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The Isaac Hall House, located at t hecomer of Hgh Street and Bradl ee Road,
is athree story Federal house, (c¢c. 1720, altered c. 1790) with a twostory rear
ell, and a nodemone stoiy addition fronting on Bradlee Road. Al | parts of the
building were covered with gray alumnumsiding i nthe1960's with the exception
of a small part of thefirst floor rear wall of the main house which retains its'
cl apboards. The house rests on a foundation of stone and brick and has a | ow
hip roof covered with slate and a central chimey with added flue t othe rear.
The facade i s symetrical, five bays across, with exterior shutters and plaintrim
surrounding 6/4 windows onthefirst twofloors, and 6/6 windows on thetopfloor.
The entrance i sfraned by fluted pilasters with nmoul ded capitals, an entablature,
and a triangular pedinent; beneath theentablature i safive light transomwith
bull's eyeglass. The front door i snot original, theoriginal one having been
replaced inthe nineteenth century. The irregular fenestration of the side and back
wall's, the presence of a visible tinber frane i nthefront roons of the house
and sone of therear roons suggest that i nitsearliest formthe house nay have
resenbled a three story central chimeysalt boxJ" The entry, which is nearly
identical tothat of the Rev. David (sgood House (1785) at | 41 Hgh Street, t he
comer quoins which were elimated by t he siding, the* hip roof, andtheinterior
detailing of thewest front parlor indicated that t he house was heavily altered
in thel780s or 1790's tobring i tup todate with then current taste.

Attached t othenorth wall of thenmain house i sa twostory rectangular planel |
set on a stone and brick foundation with a |l owpitched roof nov/ covered i nasphalt
sheets. A small chinmey projects at theridge of theroof at a point near the
center of theplan. The scale and relationship of this wing t othe house indicate
that i t nay date fromeither thelate eighteenth or early nineteenth centuries

and nay originally have served as a kitchen wing.

Extending theentire length of thestructure's east side i sa nodemone story
addition set on a foundation of brick with a flat roof of tar andgravel. The

wi ndows of this wing duplicate i nheight, scale, trimand shutters, the w ndows

of thefirst floor of the main house. The addition's com ce has a plain parapet
bearing t he nane of t he business. Facing the comer of Hgh Street and Bradl ee
Road at a forty-five degree angle tothewalls of thenewwng i sa double door,
framed by two engaged Doric col utms whi ch support an entablature andtriangul ar
pedi nent. Each door has six lightsilnthe upper half, andthe door*way i s surnounted
by a seven |ight transom The plan of this addition i sirregular with varying set-
backs from Bradl ee Road. The front half was constructed i n1960-61, therear half
during the 1930's.

fhe building i sset back approximtely five feet fromthe H gh Street sidewal k and
is separated fromthe wal k by a v/ihite wooden picket fence. Between the fence and
the house i s a stone bearing a plaque i ncomenoration of Paul Revere's stop at
the house and Isaac Hall's activities i nthe Revolutionary Vér.
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Located near Medford Square, thelsaac Hall House i s the [ast surviving eighteenth
century house visible fromthe square which had formed the core of the eighteenth
century settlement of Medford. As such it presents the |ast exanple of the area's
past devel opment and scal e. Constructed by Andrew Hal | around the time of his marriage
to Abigail Walker (c. 1720) this house was t hefirst of five houses built nextto

each ot her by Andrew Hal | and his sons: andis the only onestill standing. (O

the five houses, the Andrew | saac Hal|l House, Ebenezer Hall House, and the Benjamn
Hal | Jr. House were recorded by the Historic Anerican Buildings Survey). Andrew Hal |
was bomin 1698, t heson of John Hall Jr. of Medford. He becane involved in real
estate dealings asearly as 1721 and eventual |y becane t he owner of nuch of the former
estate of Major Jonathan \Jade including the brick house built by Véde. I n 1735
Andrew purchased the rumdistillery of his brother (John Hall [11) and |ater becane
involved with barrel making, and shipping onthe I*ystic PJver, and bought a slaughter
house. At Andrew s death i n 1750 hi s business interests cane under the control of

his son, Benjamn Hall. The house at 43 Hgh Street was occupied by hi s w dow

until her death in 1785 and by his sonIsaac Hall. |Isaac continued tolive in the
house after his marriage i nl761 toAbigail Cutter and apparently took the responsibility
for the care of his nother, for which he was reinbursed by her estate. I nearly

1775 lsaac was nade a partner i nthe famly business ventures.

The building's major historical associationderives fromthe stop nade there by
Paul Revere onthe night of his ride toLexington onApril 18-19, 1775, to alert

N ]saac Hall whowas t hecaptain of the Medford Mnuteraen. As aresult. Hall led the
conpany t o Lexington where they participated i nthe battle along with the conpanies
from ot her nei ghboring tovnms. Later i n 1775 Hall resigned this post t oorganize
a newconpany of soldiers which hetook t oDorchester Heights i n Mrch of 1776. O
the neners of the Hall famly living inthe imediate vicinity of the house, three
of Isaac's brothers, two nephews, and several cousins were active i n financial and
political support of the Revolution rather than by participation i nconbat. Although
It had been thougrt. that Isaac Hall died inl1789, it nowappears that he nerely sold
his propertyin Mdford t oset upbusiness i nBoston asadistiller andt oextend his
famly's business there. Records indicate that Hall died i nhis Boston hone i n|8Cb.
The houses on H gh Street continued t obe occupied bythe Hall famly well intothe
nineteenth century and the famly retained nuch of their promnence until the end of
the century. The lsaac Hall House was owned by the Lawence fam |y of Medford for a
nunber of years onthe nineteenth century. 1n 1913 the house was sold t othe Gaffey
fam |y who have operated a funeral parlor since that year. ,
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NOM NATI ON
Dear Charl es:

Encl osed please find four National Register submssions forthe following
properties:

1. Boston, St. Stephen's Church. Suffolk County
2. Boston, Synphony District, Suffolk County

3. Medford, Paul Curtis House. M ddl esex County
4. Medford, Isaac Hall House, M ddlesex County

These properties have been voted eligible for subm ssion bythe Mssachusetts
Historical Conmssion (the State Review Board) and have been signed by t he
State Historic Preservation Officer, Elizabeth R Anadon.

Pl ease note that the properties covered by these subnmissions plan t o apply
for FY "76 grants-in-aid. |f you have any questions please don't hesitate
to call us.

Sincerely yours,

Patricia L. VJesl owski
Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

AW@ nb
End.
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Cabot, Captain John, House Beverly
Essex County
Day, Josiah, House West Springfield
Hanpden County
Hal |, lsaac, House Medf ord

M ddl esex County

Al'so Notified

Hon. Edward M K&nnedy State Historic Preservation Officer

Hon. Edward \J. Brooke Ms. Elizabeth R Amadon, Executive Director
Hon. M chael J. Harrington Massachusetts Historical Conunission

Hn. Silvio 0. Conte 40 Beacon Street

Hon. Torbert H MacDcnal d Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

Regi onal Director, North Atlantic
Regi on
PR M\bt t / cha 4-21-75
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