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1. Name of Property
historic name BROOKFIELD CEMETERY

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number IVIAIN ST. (Mass. Route 9) not for publication

city or town BROOKFIELD N/A  vicinity
state IVIASSACHUSETTS Code MA county WORCESTER code 027 Zip code 01506

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that thisj» nomination
* request for detennination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth In 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property

N meets « does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

e nationally « statewide  locally (* See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Cara Metz, Executive Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

state or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property * meets * does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification

hereby certify that this property is: Sigiaature of the Keeper Date of Action
"H entered Inthe National Register v i " u h \ Kla M A/lJ
» See continuation sheet. \ Qjjulon, fivxU|>;) ApjSPO0S

» determined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet
» determined not eligible for the
National Register
* removed from the
National Register
» other (explain):



BROOKFIELD CEMETERY

Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

__ private

X_ Public-local
_ public-State

_ public-Federal

(Check only one box)

_ building(s)
_ district

X site

_ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing

(Enter "N/A" If property Is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from Instructions)

FUNERARY: Cemetery

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from Instructions)

Narrative Description

WORCESTER COUNTY. MA

County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources In the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
0 1
38
8
59
105 1

.building
sites
structures
objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed

in the National Register
N/A

Current Functions
(Enter categories from Instructions)

FUNERARY: Cemetery

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation
walls

roof

other STONE: granite. slate, sandstone, marble

METAL: iron, zinc

(Descritie the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

(Please refer to continuation sheets)
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NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

The Brookfield Cemetery isthe town's primary buria ground and represents an essentid
community fiinction with acontinuous history of use fi-om 1714 to the present. The cemetery
retains ahigh degree of integrity initslocation, desgn, setting, materias, workmanship, feeling,
and association and medats National Regiger CriteriaA and C a theloca level, with Criteria
Consderation D for cemeteries gpplying. The Brookfield Cemetery holds agpproximately 10,000
grave markers, but derives its primary sgnificancefi-omthe distinctive 18" & 19" century
markers and from the association of the cemetery with the development and history of the town.

Location & Setting

The Brookfield Cemetery occupies agently doping Ste overlooking the Quaboag River,
one-haf mile west of the town commonin Brookfield Center. The43-acre parcd isroughly
rectangular and extendsfrom US Route 9 (West Main Street) on the north to the former Conrall
railroad tracks on the south. Since the rear of the parcd isvery marshy, only the northem portion
hes been developed and usd for burias.

The cemetery is st in arura/suburban corridor defined by Massachusetts Route 9 (West
Main Street), atwo-lane undivided road whose origina layout followed the outline of a pre-
colonial trail. Directly north of the cemetery onthe opposte Sde of West Main Street isamix of
light residential and commerciad development aongthetravel corridor. To the eedt, the
resdentia development becomes more dense as it goproachesthe village center (0.5 miles).

Wetlands cover both the south and west Sdes of the cemetery, providing arich naturd
context. Forested wetlands, including birch, hemlock, and fern, lie a the higher eevations dose
to the cemeatery edges, providing atall, denseboundary. Asthe lands drops avay fromthe

(continued)
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cemetery, wet meadows of grasses, sadges and rushes prevail. The undeveoped meedows
extend southward to the Quaboag River, interrupted only by the former Conrail tracks lining the

river edge.

Site and Layout
Boundaries & Entrances

The cemetery is sgparated from the adjacent roadway by alow fieldstonewall dong the
north boimdary, interrupted by three vehicle entrances and two pededtrian entrances. The
western boundary is marked by apartial sonewall and a dense evergreen hedgerow, whilea
second shorter evergreen hedgerow extends eedt of the donewall. The southem boundary is
marked by dense bmsh of recent growth. The eestem boundary isimmarked and extends to the
open lawn of the adjacent residentia property.

The lowfieldstonewall that defines the north boundary features a granite coping and
granite pods at each entry point. Iron pinhingesare fixed in the granite posts a some
locations, but the gates themsdvesremain only on the primary entrance,

The eestemmog entrance in the north wall isa smal pedestrian pessegeformerly fitted
with an iron gate. The gateis missing, but entry to the oldest part of the cemetery is further
narrowed by two granite posts st in the opening of the wall. A grassy footpath is barely
discemible a the pededtrian entry.

The primary entranceinthe north wall ismarked by a msticated granite arch fitted with
iron gates (Photo #1). Theform of the arch isRomanesque with the large center opening for
vehicles flanked by two smaller pedestrian entries. Thetop of the arch supportstwo large draped
ums ingranite. Between them isa carved tablet with the dedication date (1873) and the legend:
"until the day breaks and the shadowsflee away"

(continued)
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Above the sde arch isa sscond inscription:
"presented to the Town of Brookfield by W. A. Banister and Otis Hayden "

A roadway of compacted dirt (Photo #2) pesses under the arch and then branches out to
the south and eaest, and a sscond vehicle entry liesa abresk in the gonewall just eedt of the
Civil War monument (Photo #4). An asphalt roadway leads south from the entry to the tool
shed a the back of the cemetery. A third vehicle entry islocated a abresk in the gonewall neer
the eestem end, while an asphdt drive a the entry splitsinto four narrow roadsthat servethe
eagtem expandon of the cemetery.

Topographical and Landscape Features

The Brookfield Cemetery isdivided by asystem of paths and roadways that facilitate
aoocess to the burial dtes. There are three mgjor north-south roads (eech related to a vehicle
entrance in the sonewall) and seven smdler north-south paths. In addition, thereis aprimary
east-west roadway connecting the north-south routes along the southem edge of the cemetery and
a sscondary esst-west path that crosses the older (west) section of the cemetery.

The ste itself dopes gently from wes to eest and from north to south. A grassy marsh
extends along the eestem edge of the oldest (1S™ century) section and adjacent burias are
supported by astoneretainingwall. The stonevault (1861) which served as atemporary
repository for buridsisbuilt into the knoll a the heed of the marsh. Mature treesinclude o2k,
maple, hemlock, and pine. The paths and roadways are grassor dirt in the westem (18" century)
and centra (19" century) sections, and agphdt or grave in the eestem (20" century) section.

Within the older sectionsof the cemetery, the mounded burias and family plots are
significantly higher than the adjacent compacted roadways. In the newer (20™ century) sections,
the burials and roadways maintain amore consgtent topography.

(continued)
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A smdl leve parking areawas created by filling and grading the south end of the
cemetery in 1962. The adjacent tool shed, aone-gtory wood frame stmcture st on blocks, was
erected in 1975 to replace an earlier building nearby (now demolished). A concrete sdewak was
ingtalled between the north wall and the main road (Route 9) in 1965. A dedflagpolewas
ingtaled adjacent to the Civil War monument in 2000, replacing asimilar poleingtalled in 1933.

The undeve oped southem section of the cemetery (roughly 2/3 of the parcdl) isalow
flood plain with streams, marshes, and aress of exposed bedrock. Small dreams meander
through cattails, densebmsh, and young trees, but the undevel oped section is devoid of
significant landscgpe features and displays no evidence of historical use

Expansion Sequence

The cemetery shows evidence of expanson in three stages, each roughly equd in Sze.
The syslem of roadways and paths encompassesall sections and there are no fences, walls, or
other distinct separations ddineating each area All three sections of the cemeery are still in
active use, dthough buriasin the older arees are limited by goace

The colonia burying ground for the Town of Brookfield was established in 1714 and was
defined in 1756 as afive-acrel ot (the westernmodt third of the current developed areg). Theold
burying ground is dightly higher in elevation than the re of the cemetery due to natural
topography and the dendty of burials. The areaiis bordered by the gonewall onthe north, a
retaining wall overlooking the wetland on the eest, undeveloped land (bmsh and trees) onthe
south, and ahedgerow and partia gonewall on the west. Grass pathsroughly outline the
perimeter of the burying groimd and bisect a the center. Burias are mostly arrayed in north-
south rows and are marked by vertical donedabs 1 - 4 feet high with carving onone side. A few
obelisks, one table stone, and one small tomb are Stuated & the northeest comer of the section

(continued)
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overlooking the town vault and the wetlands. There are afew ddineated family plots and family
members in non-ddineated plots are o0 buried in daose proximity.

Large aress of the old burying ground are unmarked, suggesting that someof the older
markers may have deteriorated, collgpsed, been removed, or buried over time, or that graves may
never have been marked a al. Itisdso possble that unmarked burids may lie adong or under
the sonewallsline west and north cemetery edges.

The middle section of the cemeatery (Photo #3), characterized by small knolls and terraces
and agreater variety of monuments, was developed in the picturesque manner of a "garden”
cemeay after 1861 and includes aprominent Civil War memorid (dedicated 1890) (Photo #4).
The section is bordered by the entry gate and gonewall on the north, the Civil War monument
and adjacent agphdt roadway on the eedt, the mantenance and parking aress on the south, and
the compacted dirt roadway and adjacent wetlands on the west. Two sscondary dirt and grass
roadways mn north-south (parallél to the perimeter roadways), dividing the section roughly into
thirds. Thetopography dopes gently to the south and west with burias arrayed in north-south
rowsand in rectangular family plots ddineated by pogsand curbing. The types of markers are
more varied and include vertical tablets and dabs, rectangular heedgones, columns, and obdlisks,
ranging from afew inches to twelvefeet in height. Mogt of the markers in the middle section are
marble or granite, athough there are afew zinc and pressed metd monuments.

The eestemmost section was developed in the 1920s and expanded in 1937, 1941-42,
1952, and 1996. It is muchflatterthan the other sections and representsthe aesthetic of the
Modem Cemetery movement of the early 0™ century. The section is bordered by the sonewall
and hedgerow on the north, an open field on the eadt, a maintenance and spoils areaon the south,
and an agphdt roadway on the west. Four secondary roadway's run north-south through the
section to facilitate access to the burid stes. The burids are arayed in north-south rows facing

(continued)
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the adjacent roadways (eest or west). There are severd family plots marked by a common
monument flanked by secondary dones. Mogt of the markers in the eestem section are granite
blocks one to four feet high, but there are dso many flat dones st flush with the lawn.

Burias are mixed throughout the Brookfield Cemetery with agreet ded of variation in
the 9ze and orientation of plots. There are no aress specificaly desgnated for veterans, children,
non-Christians, or cremated remains, but the chronology of burias results in some noticegble
duders (e.g., war casudties). Family plots (oftenincluding severd generations of an extended
family) and sequentid buriasare characteristic throughout the cemetery.

One undated partia plan of the cemetery (probably ca 1930) shows asmal "Town Lot"
a the southeest comer of the wetlands that may have been reserved for paupers and transents.

Sincethere are no visible markers on the lot, the number of buridsis currently unknown.

Markers and Monuments

N.B.: Reference to particularly significant markers and monuments is hampered by the lack of a
consistent systemfor designating roadways and burial plots in the Brookfield Cemetery, but the
developed area of the cemetery issmall enough that most key stones can be located on the basis

of ageneral directional reference. Please refer to the District Data Sheetfor details.

By virtue of its geographic location in the center of the Sate, Brookfield absorbed burial
practices and carving syles from severd distinct cultural regionsin the 18" century. The older
section of the Brookfield Cemetery includes gray date markers fi'om the coastd region of eestem
Massachusetts, brown sendgone markers from the Connecticut River Valley of westem
Massachusetts and central Coimecticut; and markers of granite, schist, and quartzitefrom the
quarries of centra Massachusetts and eestem Connecticut.

(continued)
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The carvings on 18* century gravestones are Somewhat idiosyncratic, dthough they share
a common syle and vocabulary derived from English Puritan theology and culture. The most
common motifs carved onthe 1S™ century gravestones in Brookfield are meandering vines
(representing etemd life and perastent memory), skullsand deeth's heeds (memento mori), and
soul effigies inthe form of stylized heeds with wingsand/or crowns (representing salvation and
the etemity of the soul). Some of the donesare engraved with inspirationa verse as well as
iconographic motifs. The following characterigtic example marks the grave of Lucy Williston (d.
1782):

Seep precious dust while here confined in Earth
Till theglad spring of nature's second Birth
Then quit the transient winter of the Tomb
And rise andflourish inimmortal Bloom

The earliest 19* century gravestonesin the Brookfield Cemetery retain the basic form ad
carving style of 18" century prototypes, but the vogue for neodassica iconography isevident.
Severd gray date dabsmaintain the traditiona form and profile, but are carved with motifs of
willows (representing life and memory) and ums (representing the vanity of earthly life).

Interments from the period 1810-1880 are dmost all marked by white marble gravestones
and monuments (Photo #s 5 and 6). The changein materia regpresentsadear stylitic
preference, but dso the development of native quarries in westem Massachusattsand Vermont
and the development of more extensive trade networks (particularly after completion of the
Westem Railroad in 1840). The upright dab style of marker quickly lost favor and most new
burias were marked with asmple marble tablet. The vocabulary of mouming in the 19" century
buriasis more conventiona with pedestas, columns, shafts, obelisks, and three-dimensiond
ums (draped or undrgped) inscribed with family information and sentimentd verses. Ums and

(continued)
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willows predominate, but other motifsinclude the pointing hand (areference to the heavenly
degtination) and the seeted lamb (commonly used to mark the children's burids, but dso a
reference to Christ).

While the monumenta entry gate of 1873 represents the peek of the sculptura stylein the
Brookfield Cemetery, the dedication of the Civil War monument in 1890 (photo #4) represents
the end of that phase. The free-standing cast metd monument conssts of a high polygona bese
with dedications and memoriad tablets affixed to eech face. A tall square column rising from the
bese supports athree-dimensiond figure of aUnion sentingl.

After 1890, the buriasin the Brookfield Cametery are marked by conventiond
headgtones of black, gray, or red granite (polished or unpolished) and by low tablets st flush
with the ground. The mgjority of late 19*' and 20" century donesare inscribed with the name of
the deceased, the birth and desth dates, and familial rdationships (e.g. "Beloved Mother”). A
smal number of sonesare inscribed with verses, tributes, or decorative motifs.

The only vault tomb in the Brookfield Cemetery isthe town vault (1861), which was used
to hold remains in winter while awaiting burial. The town vault isasmple cavity st intothe
knoll of the northwest section of the cemetery. The face and roof are carved granite and aniron
door isatached a the front. The lintel abovethe door isinscribed with the deate of constmction
(1861). The dde and back of the vauh are covered by the knoll.

Current Condition
The cemeley is maintained by the Town of Brookfield and by familieswho own
particular plots. The condition of the cemetery is generdly good with trees, shmbs, and lawn
aress maintained with reasonable care. Most of the visible damage hes resulted from
(continued)
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environmenta conditions and routine maintenance practices.

The sone markers and monuments exhibit norma weethering and decay. Many of the
older date tablet gones are tilted and delaminating, while many of the 19" century marble
markers have been dained and eroded by acidrain. Stonesand markers are chipped and aoraded
a the height of the power mower. Thefamily plots are still visible, but most of the iron chains
and railings that formerly delineated the aress have bean removed over time. The sonecurbs
and copings are remain, but many sections are skewed, fallen, partially buried, or removed.

The mogt obvious dements missingfi-omthe cemeatery are the iron fences, rails, chains,
and gatesthat demarcated many of the family plotsand sections. Vestigia pins, eyes, and mst
dains indicate their former presence, dthough very few are now in evidence.

Thenormd effects of age and weethering contribute to the time-wom and historic sense
of the cemetery. Some of the Sones are now completely illegible, while many others can only be
reed for abrief period eech day in the gppropriate raking light. The dow and unstoppable
deterioration of the grave markersis an got andogy for the fading memory and mouldering
remains shdtered in eech grave. Time pessesand all mugst cometo dust. "Asl| amnow, O you
must be' and "Deseth isadebt to heaven due, which | have paid and o must you™ are two of the

more common verses encoimtered in the Brookfield Cemetery.

Restoration Plans

By nominating the Brookfield Cemetery to the National Regigter of Historic Places, the
Town of Brookfield hopes to promote broader gppreciation of the historic and artistic
significance of this community resource. As the vaue and condition of the cemetery become
morewidely known, the Town intends to solicit public and private fiindsfor restoration and
maintenance.

(continued)



NPS Form | 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Regiger of Higoric Places
Continuation Shedt

Brookfield Cemeatery
Section number 7 Page 10  Brookfield, Worcester County, MA

Archaeological Description

Although no ancient Native American dtes are recorded within the boundaries of the Brookfield
Cemeeay, dtesmay be present. One Ste isknown in the generd area(within one mile). An
important regiona concentration of stesis located gpproximately two to three miles southeedt of
the ceametery in the upland area surrounding Quaboag Pond. Environmental characteridtics of the
Brookfield Cametery combined with issuesof integrity do not indicate favorable conditions for
locating significant Native American Stes. Some parts of the ceametery contain landforms that
represent locationa criteria (dope, soil drainage, disance to wetlands) that are favorable
indicators for predicting the locations of Native American stes. Knolls, terraces, and other level
to moderately doping land surfaces are present with good soil drainege and dose proximity
(within 1000 feet) to wetlands. Other aress of the cemetery, however, are poorly drained and
contain aress of exposad bedrock, both characteridtics that adversdly affect the Ste potentia of
thislocation. Only one-third of the municipally owned tract isusad for cemetery purposes. The
amount of municipally owned land favorablefor ancient Native American Stesisless
congdering aportion of that land is filled wetlands. 1n 1952, 66 tmckloads of fill were deposited
in the eestem section of the cemetery to crestenew buria plots. Given the aboveinformation
and impacts rdated to over 10,000 grave excavations, dynamiting tree Sumps after the 1938
hurricane, and constmction of roads, entrances, walls, water sysem, and other historic landscgpe
features within the cemetery, alow potential exigts for the recovery of significant ancient Native

American resources,

A high potentia exigts for locating historic archaeologica resources a the Brookfield Cemetery.
Unmarked graves may represent the most common archaeol ogica resource in the cemetery.
(continued)
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Large aressof the old burying ground are unmarked, suggesing someof the older markers may
have deteriorated, collgpsed, been removed, or buried over time. Some graves may never have
been marked a all. Unknown persons, paupers, and other indigent personswere often buried in
periphera aress of cemeteriesin graves marked with small sones that could easily be overgrown,
wooden markers that have snce deteriorated, or no markers. One undated partia plan of the
cemetery (probably ca.l930) shows asmdl "Town Lot" a the southeest comet of the wetlands
that may have been reserved for paupers. No visible markers are located on the lot and the
number of buriasin the areaiis unknown. Unmarked burias could exist dong or under sone
wallsthat linethe westem and northem cemetery boundaries. Unmarked and marked graves may
contain evidence of the grave shaft, casket, skeletad remains, persond beongings, and artifacts
rdated to memoria services Stmctura evidence of outbuildings associated with cemetery
maintenance activitiesmay aso exist. The existing tool (1975) shed replaced an earlier smcture
that was demolished. Evidence of archaeologicad features including builder's trenchesfor walls,
drainage features, fill aress, and post holesfi-om fence posts and lines no longer extant, may dso

exig.

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying ttie property
for National Register listing.)

XA

XC

Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our liistory.

Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of atype, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes ttiat apply )

Property is:

owned by religious institution or used for

religious purposes,

removed from its original location,

a birthplace or grave.

a cemetery.

a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

a commemorative property.

less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain ttie significance of the property on one LI more continuation sheets)

9. Major Bibliographical References

WORCESTER COUNTY. MA
County and State

Areas of Significance

(Enter categories from instructions)

é%WEEﬁQJ%EANNING & DEVELOPMENT

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
SOCIAL HISTORY

Period of Significance
1714-1953

Significant Dates

1714

1861
1920
Significant Person

(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

MA\tural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources usea in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

previously listed in the National Register

previously determined eligible by the National
Register

designated a National Historic Landmark

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

recorded by Historic Amencan Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

X_State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency
Federal agency
Local government
University
_ Other
Name of repository:
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NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Brookfield Cemetery, Wes Main ., Brookfield, MA possessss integrity of location,
design, setting, materias, workmanship, and association, and meets National Regigter criteria A
and C onthe loca level. Brookfield Cemeatery occupies asignificant place in the history of the
town as the town's only public cemetery from about 1714 to the present and thus qualifiesunder
Criterion A. Because of subssquent town division, resdents of & leest Six present towns are
interred in Brookfield Cemetery. The cametery contains gpproximately 10,000 grave markers,
including those of early ministers, manufacturers, and other prominent citizens, and many whose
homes sood within the Brookfield Common district. Family reationships and datus differentials
are evident, particularly in the 19th century sections. The cemelery representsasudained civic
commitment to provide proper burial. Particularly in the 19th century, it expressesincreasing
formality and elaboration, culminating in the erection of a massve gatein 1873 and aCivil War
monument in 1890. The presence of the Civil War monument addsimportance to the cemetery
and helps it remain afocusof community pride.

Under Criterion C, the Brookfield Cemetery isasignificant historical and artistic resource
that representsthe distinctive characterigtics of 18th, 19th, and early 20th century burial grounds
and cemeteries in Massachusetts The original 18th centiuy burial ground features closaly ranked
burials without division. The grave markers are native sanddone, date, granite, and quartzite
carved with the exuberant and characterigtic iconography of New England Puritan culture.
Severd of the grave markers are particularly significant because they represent the work of
known 18th century sonecarvers. The persgent cultural imagery and the widerange of carving
dyles make 18th century New England gravestones a significant and distinguishable entity. The
most important Brookfield examples have been published and described in major reference

(continued)
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works.
Historical Cemetery Styles

The Brookfield Cemetery isasignificant historical and artistic resource that represents
the digtinctive characterigtics of 1S", 19", and early 20" century burial grounds and cemeteries in
Massachusetts. The original 18" century burial ground (northwest portion of the current
cemetery) features closaly ranked burias without division. The grave markers are native
sandgone, date, granite, and quartzite carved with the exuberant and characteristic iconography
of New England Puritan culture. The donesaso represent the work of severd known
donecarversof the 18" century.

The middle section of the cemeery representsthe aesthetic of the Victorian garden
cemetery exemplified by Mount Auburn Cemeatery (Cambridge, Mass,, 1831), Greenwood
Ceametery (Brooklyn, NY, 1838), and Laurd Hill Cemetery (Philadelphia, Penn., 1838). The
more extensve layout and more careful landscaping reflected in the expansion of the Brookfield
Ceametery alowed sculptural monuments to be used to greater effect. Family plots (some
outlined and some not) are arayed throughout the 19" century section, oftenwith alargefamily
monument surrounded by smdler gonesand endlosad by curbing. Neoclassca mouming motifs
are evident in the widespread use of white marble and in the large number of carved pedestds,
shafts, columns, obelisks and ums. Many of the Smpler tablet donesare carved with dandards
neoclasscd motifsof moumingfigures(mae and female), weeping willows, and ums.

The eestem section of the Brookfield Cemetery representsthe aesthetic of the Modem
Ceametery movement after 1900. To facilitate maintenance and managaement, the arrangement of
buria plotsis more regular. Family groupings are evident, but they are not st of f by curbing or
fences. Large scul ptural monuments are rare with mogt burias marked by standard rough or

(continued)
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polished granite heeddones. The newer section a0 features many sones st flush with the

ground in order to facilitate mowing and discourage vandaism.

Historical Background

The complex and rather unusud historical deveopment of the present town of Brookfield
hes hed adirect effect on the evolution of the cemetery. Early English travelers between
Massachusetts Bay and the Connecticut River Valley noted the attractive agricultura lands of the
Quaboag Valley. A group of colonigts, predominantly from Ipswich, obtained a grant, known as
Quaboag Plantation, in 1660 and began settling five yearslater. In 1673 the plantation, located
more than 20 milesfrom the nearest European village, was incorporated as the town of Brookfield.
Theisolated settlement, centered on Foger's Hill, now West Brookfield, grew dowly imtil 1675,
when it was attacked during King Philip's War and abandoned.

Brookfield still lay on an exposedfrontier,and resettiement, though beginning in the 1680s,
procesded cautioudy. In 1701 the town was expanded to an eight-mile square entity, and this grant
was confirmed in 1719. Not until 1718 was Brookfield granted rights as afiilly salf-goveming
town. Three years earlier the inhabitants had begun erecting achurch, Stuated on Fode'sHill, not
far from the megtinghouse that had been bumed in 1675.

A tendency towardfragmentationarose early in the sprawling, hilly town of Brookfield. In
1742 achunk of territory in the southwest portion of town was st off as part of the new town of
Westem, now Warren. Thisleft the medgtinghouse near the westem border and crested additiona
discord within the remaining town. Inhabitants of the northem section formed anew (sscond)
parishin 1750, but this only intensified digoutes over the location of the medtinghouse in the
remaining (south) parish.

(continued)
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Eventually the congregation split over thisissue, and in the mid-1750s new churches were
built on Baniger's Hill (now Brookfield) and "the plain™ (now West Brookfield). The boimdaries of
precincts (administrative units) coincided with the parishes, and for unknown reesons the Generd
Court of Massachusetts desgnated the precinct centered on Banider's Hill asthethird. In timethe
terms precinct and parish became interchangeable and, dthoughit may have hed sfronger continuity
with the original organization, the Baniger's Hill congregation became known as the third parish.

In accord with common practice, organization of precincts was aprdiminary dage toward
the formation of sgparate towns. North Brookfield (former ssoond precinct) was orgenized asa
townin 1812, and in 1848 Wes Brookfield (former first precinct) was formed. Even then, the
process of division was not complete, and Eagt Brookfield became a sgparate town in 1920. The
result of this confusing pattem of development, as summearized by Rev. Abijah P. Martin, author of
the Brookfields section of Jewett's 1879 History of Worcester County, was that “the mogt ancient
events in the town's history belong to the youngest of the three towns, asthey now exigt [prior to the
sparaion of Eagt Brookfield]; and that part which bears the nameof the originad town is the
youngest of the three in order of settlement and parochid organization.”

Early Burying Grounds

Buria practices a Quaboag Plantation and early Brookfield are not well documented. Four
people are known to have died before the 1675 attack, and amodem historian, LouisE. Roy,
affirms that they were laid to rest in "a smdl burying ground some distance behind the mesting
house, dong the road leading avay fromthe town.”" Hedso surmises that victimsof the Indian

'‘Quaboag Plantation dias Brookefield, 73.
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atack were buried in the same location, for atota of 16 graves Prior to around 1720, interments
presumably continued to take place a this "old burying ground" on Foger's Hill.

Early Development of the Brookfield Cemetery: Town Burying Ground

In 1714, while still under the governance of a"pmdentiad committee” the townspeople st
addeaplot of land for use as aburying ground. Thisaction was confirmed by town meeting in July
1718, afew months before the town was granted fiill rights of sdf-government. The land st adde
a that time liesin the oldest (northwest) section of the present cemetery and hes thus remained in
ue as acamday for nearly 300 years Burids may have begun as early as 1720, dthough no
surviving gravestones bear 0 early adate. Snce the plot was dedicated for this use prior to the
division of thetown, it presumebly contains burialsfrom a leest Six present towns (four
Brookfields, plus Warren and New Braintree).

When the town split into three parishes and precincts in the 17505 it became necessary to
divide the "minigteria lands,” which had been resarved to provide additiona incometo the
minister. The burying ground, located dose to the boundary between the first and third precincts,
lay within atract of gpproximatdy 125 acres of minigteria land extending from the Quaboeg River
north to the road that generdly preceded present Rt. 9.

Probably in anticipation of the division, the towngpeople voted in October 1756 to dake out
five acres within the ministeria lot for use as aburying place. Acting on the recommendation of a
committee, the town acogpted adivision of the minigteria lands in 1758 under which the tract
encompassng the burial ground was divided between the first and third precincts. The burial

(continued)

"JH. Temple, Historv of North Brookfield. 83.
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ground actudly fell within, but was excduded from, thefirstprecinct's portion. In the following yeer
the three ministers surrendered anyrightsthey hed to the former ministeria lands, and in 1760 the
town acogpted thefive-acreburiad ground, as surveyed by James Whitcomb.

Mogt or al of the former ministerial lot around the burying ground gpparently remained in
public ownership. Town meeting minutes show that periodicaly efforts were mede to leese this
land, presumably for agricultura use (The wetland portion of the tract could produce vauable fresh
meedow hay.) Thetown mesting of May 14, 1787 chose acommittee of three to leese the burying
grotind for athree-year term a vendue (public auction).

In addition to providing asource of revenue, townspeople hoped that the lessee would fence
the burying ground. Despite gpprova of building apemanent wall around the areg, nothing was
done, and the 1787 town mesting voted "to edimeate the sum of money that Capt. Upham pay the
Town indeed of thewall hewasto build for the Burying ground.” At the dose of the 18th century,
the area remained without a permanent fence.

Through the dose of the 18th century, Brookfield, Stuated on amain road from the coedt to
the Connecticut Valley, remained one of the wedthiest and mogt important townsin \Worcester
County and hed been aleader in the struggle for indgpendence. In 1791 it cdlaimed a population of
about 3100—1000 more than the shiretown of Worcedter. Asfar asisknown, al Brookfield burids
continued to take place in the third precinct buria grotmd.

Rev. Thomas Cheney, Brookfield'sfirst settled minister, who diedin 1747, isburied to the
right of the early entrance to the cemeatery. Four of his sucoessors, Nathan Fiske firstordained
minigter of the third parish; Thomas Sndll; John Fiske; and Micah Sione are do interred there, as
ae wives and other family members One grave that hes become legendary isthat of Joshua
Spooner, arespected resdent of the town. Hewas murdered March 1,1778, by three unemployed

(continued)
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Dldiers, a the ingtigation of his much younger wife, Bathsheba, who waas pregnant by one of them.
All four were executed for the crime. Bathsheba Soooner, reputedly the last woman to be hanged in
Massachusetts, was refused burid in consscrated ground and according to legend wes secretly
buried somewhere on her sger's land.

Expressng the increasing affluence and civic-mindedness of the 19th century, Brookfield
inhabitants sought to improve and regularize managemant of their burying ground. A committee
gppointed by town meeting in 1808 reported "that the Town should as soon as may be convenient
compleat agood Wall adjoining the post Road and meke a good and convenient gatefor People to
pess and regpass to said burial ground and aso to rebuild so much of the Fence on the Eadt Sde of
sad buria ground, as may be complested with the Rents now due ..." The mesting goproved a
motion to use these rents to build and repair the fence. This indicates that the practice of renting
goece in the buria ground was dreedy established, and dso that the areawas partialy fenced.

Another dauseof the article proposed granting the buria ground to the inhabitants of the
third parish. The committee recommended againd this, for the reason that "there are many People
in the other Parighes that have buried their Friendsin said ground.” However, in 1814, after North
Brookfield had split off, asimilar article was goproved, with the provision "reserving the liberty for
such Familiesasnow havearight to bury in said ground.” In addition, some of the previous
opposition was probably diluted by the opening of asgpearate burying ground in West Brookfield,
with the first interment there occurring in 1809.

When the south precinct was split by the separation of West Brookfieldin 1848, the burying
ground remained entirely within Brookfield. A parish committee had gpparently been responsible
for conducting burias and for routine upkesp, and on March 7,1853, the parish voted to "reinquish

(continued)
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itsrightsin the Burying Ground thet is <0 far as the fencing, improving, omamenting, care and
uperintendence is concerned, to the Town of Brookfield .. " Thetract of land ssamsto have
remained largdly intact in public ownership, except for a"amdl piece’ st off to Sath Banider in
1787. Although the record isnot dear, smdl purchases by thetown in 1866 and 1921 may have
bean intended to recover this land and souare of f the boundaries of the cemetery tract.

Victorian Town Cemetery

With the burying ground now exclusively the concem of onetown, and againg a
background of daborate Victorianfimeraryritual, Brookfield soon took meesures to improve
manegamant of the cametery. Over the next sevard years town medtings gpproved a series of
meeares to meke adminigtration of the Ste more efficient and to render its gpearance more forma
and dignified. Asthis process advanced, the character of the cemetery moved steedily avay from its
origins as ahumble, utilitarian town burying ground in which the gravestones often expressed
Puritan religious vaues.

In 1850 the town voted to procure ahearse and hearse house and in the following year paid
$112 for two hearse housss (plus $6 for the foundations) and $115 for the heerse. The location of
the houses waas not sated, but one was probably in Eagt Brookfield. With the departure of West
Brookfield, the remaining town contained two distinct villages, one on Baniger's Hill and the other
in Eadt Brookfield. Generdly the town atempted to equdize facilities between the two villages,
dthough it rgjected proposds to dtemate town mestings.

A committee gppointed in 1853 "to examine the burying grounds' recommended in the

(continued)

"Higory of the First Parish Church, Brookfield, Ma.
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following year "that agood and permanent StoneWall be mede upon the south and eest Sdes of
sad ground againg land of Luther Stowd |l and David Peary." Itsreport found that “the north and
west ddes are now well fenced." In 1854 $200 was goant for the walls, which & prevailing rates
could have accomplished considerable work. By 1858 another $408 hed been spent to erect a
"permanent fence" around the buria ground.

Ancther article on the April 1858 warrant proposed gppointment of acommittee "to arange
and gakeoff the Old burying ground, into proper Szed lots and desgnate them by numbers, that
the same may be properly assgned to individuasfor the purpose of buria therein.” The committee
was formed and in 1860, acting on itsreport, the town gppointed another committee to perform the
aurvey. Completed by April 1861, the survey and division into family plots marked a significant
dep awvay fromthe communa agpirations of the early settlersand toward gregter individualism.

The town meseting that took place on April 1,1861—jugt days before the firing on Fort
Sumte—medke two ftirther decisons that were critical in the trangtion to amore forma cemetery.
First was the designation of agtanding committee "to teke charge of the burying ground.”
Previoudy, for more than a century, managament of the burying grotmd had been conducted by
temporary specid committees, probably formed in regponse to obsarved problems. The standing
committee evolved into the ceangtlery commission that hes managed camelery affairs ever snce

Another mgjor and lasting improvement was the constmction of areceiving tomb. Thetown
gopropriated atotal of $600 for two tombs, one in eech village. They were built in 1861 under the
supervison of Emmons Twichell, amember of the cemetery committee. There wias clearly a faction
in town that opposed building the tombs. 1n 1859, acting on the recommendation of a committee,
the town had regjected aproposa to build atomb. Ingeed, it voted to procure abier and pall for eech
village, and thiswas presumably done. In June 1861, two months after gpproving the tomb, an

(continued)
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article was introduced a& agpecid town meeting to rescind the earlier vote, but it was not adopted.
This may have represented alast gand by some who cherished the ssimplicity of the old btirying
ground. One who may have endorsed such sentiments was Rev. Lyman Whiting, anative of North
Brookfield. Presenting an historical oration a the 200th anniversary olaservance of the founding of
Brookfield in 1860, Dr. Whiting observed that in the old burying ground "In the tmefriendlinessof
fellow mortaity, dust mingleswith dust in common grave-yards, rather than in selfish, isolated
little endosures scattered over al the lands™ Significantly, in 1867 town reports begen referring to
thedteas a"cemaay,” and the ancient term "burying groimd,” now an unwe come reminder of
more draitened times, fell into disuse

The committee formed to congtmct the tomlas reported proudly in April 1863 that they
"have been built in the mogt thorough and endurable manner.” Furthermore, the committee, " after
consulting with many of the largest taxpayers in the Town," erected granite gatepogswith new
gates a the cemeteries All thiswork in the two villages was accomplished for atota expenditure
of$588.

Thewave of industriaization that surged over Massachusdtts in the early 19th century
largely bypassad Brookfield. Although the town lay dong the Quaboag River, the absance of
uitable waterpower Stesdeterred textile manufacturing. Leatherworking becameimportant, with
thefirst boot and shoe factory established in 1828. By the Early Indudtria Period (1830-70)
Brookfield had logt itsformer datusas aloca or regiona core, despite itslocation on the Westem
Railroad, which arrived in 1839, and on amgjor highway. It remained, however, a progoerous
agriculturd commimity, with apopulation of 2660 and avaluation of $1,244,769in 1875. Ten
yearslaer the population rase above 3000.

Increesing wedth, the decline of Puritan resfraint, the designation of sgparatefamily plots,

(continued)
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the availability of professonaly mede and engraved monuments, joined with the massve socid
emphads on proper memoridization, fodered adramatic increesein ornate monumentation. This
resulted in adistinctly visible contrast between the old burying groimd and the sections of the
caemetery developed in the mid- and late 19th century.

With the means and willingnessto display their wedth, prominent citizens erected deborate
monuments, endosures, and gravestones Many of these congpicuous memorias represant high
artistic achievement. Shoe manufacturers and other resdents of outstanding homesin the
Brookfield Common historic district are buried in the cemetery. Charles Fdes, owner of a boot
factory, occupies afamily plot. Emmons Twichell, ashoe manufacturer who supervised the
trandformation of the cametery, lieswithin adistinctively waled family plot. Members of the
Baniger family, which owned the area that is now the town Common, occupy ancther family plot.
Among the other locally prominent individuas buried in the Brookfield cemetery are Pliny
Merrick, founder of the town library, and Oliver Crodoy, awedthy landowner who represented the
town in the Generd Court.

The movement to mke the ceametery adignified expresson of civic pride and respectability
culminated in the erection of the entrance gatein 1873. Thissubgantid granite arch was the gift of
William A. Baniger and Otis Hayden. Banigter, aBrookfield native, mede hisfortune in the dry
goods budness in New York City and in his later years soent summes in Brookfield. Hayden,
though not anative, resded in Brookfield more than 50 yeaers. He had died December 28,1872.
William Banigter survived until 1890, and both men are buried in the same lot. In 1874 thetown
pad JS Sheman $148.78 for work on the cametery wall, probably in the areaadjacent to the gate

Undoubtedly influenced by famous cemeteries such as Mount Auburn, Brookfield resdents
goparently tried to alimited degree to emulae their tastefijl, parklike amosphere of repose While

(continued)
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they did not hire alandscgpe architect or follow aformal plan, they infroduced plants and
maintained natura contours. Family plots often digplayed decorative features that enhanced the
picturesque effect. Thetown may have contributed to thisbeautification effort. In 1856 voters
goproved spending town funds to plant willows dong the "Causaway™ over the Quaboag River.
Parhgps cognizant of the tregs symbolism in representing mouming, the town may have later been
respongble for planting the willows dong the crassing of Willow Brook, just beyond the northwest
comer of the cemetery.

The most memorable day in the history of the Brookfield cemetery was July 4, 1890, when
the Civil War monument was dedicated. A large crowd followed 160 veterans to the Ste of the
Grand Army lot, located in what was then the northeest comer of the cemetery. After the formal
dedication, the processon marched to the Town Hall for fiirther exercises culminating in the
snging of "America' by the assambly. Veterans of all Americaswars are buried in the cametery,
and the graves are marked where possible. At leest 33 vetarans of the Civil War are known to be
interred, the last, who died a the ege of 87, joining hiscomradesin 1933. Placing the monument
within the cemetery brings Memoria Day olboservances there and probably makes townspeople more
awvare of the cametery than istme of townsthat chose the moref requentlocation on the common or
neer the town hall.

Modern Cemetery

In the 20th century the predominant trend a the ceametery was the gradua opening up of
new sectionsto the eet and south. Meanwhile, in kegping with changing tegtes, gravestones
became more dandardized and less omate, S0 that the newer sections gopear plainer and have less

(continued)
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vertical relief.

After the legther processing industry declined in the 1880s three woolen millsflourishedin
Brookfield. However, the town remained largdly agricultura through thefirst half of the century,
with dairying the dominant activity. AsWorcester County became moreindustrial, Brookfield's
relative importance within the county steedily shrank. 1n 1920, after the separation of Eadt
Brookfield, the remaining town showed a population of only 2216, in acounty that hed over
455,000 inhabitants. With little industry, Brookfield did not attract alarge immigrant population. In
1915 the foreign-bom population was less than 20%. This isevident in the cemeery, wherethe
family names remained predominantly old-stock Yankeewell into the 20th century. Only in the
latter decades of the 20" century, as Brookfield became more suburban in character, did membears
of ethnic groups whose families had earlier comeinto the region as factory and agricultura workers
become a subgtantid part of Brookfield's population.

Magjor expansonsof the cameey took placein the 1920s and the 1940s. By the mid-1930s
therewere 1006 burial lots, containing over 2250 monuments, heedgtones and markers. One family
plot contains reinterments and monuments transferred in 1934 from North Dana, in one of the
townstaken for the congtmction of Quabbin Reservoir. In 1941-42, 61 additiond plotswerelaid
out in the new eedterly section and 40 more in the "open field westerly of the tool house™ according
to town annud reports. 1n 1952, 66 tmckloads of fill crested more new plotsin the eestem section.
With esse of maintenance undoubtedly a consideration, roadways laid out in the new aress were
draght and parald.

Under the managemant of the cematery commission, characterized by long tenures, town
fionds were regularly gppropriated for cemetery maintenance and improvement. In 1937 asa
representative year, ceametery workersfilled in and leveled 102 sunken graves, turfed aroimd four

(continued)
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monuments, tmed 16 monuments to an upright position, cemented 12 heedgones to base, deaned
464 monuments and markers, excavated for ten cement foimdations for monuments, removed from
the groimd 135 gone pogtsfour to five feet in length to which iron fences had once been atached,
raised and moved three degp markers, and white-lined 1232 letters and numeras

Except for grass, plantings ssam to have been dlowed to fare for themsdves during the
early part of the 20th century, but in the 1930s more attention began to be devoted to thistopic. One
dimulusfor thisshiftin emphass was the severe cutting of vegetation by the Siate Highway
Department. In the Winter of 1929-30 the Department asked permission to trim the trees dong the
wall a "Cemetery Curve' to allow the sun to shine through andf reethe curve of ice. To the dismay
of the cemetery commission, highway crews procesded to cut back adistance of 200 feet and
trimmed some trees up to aheight of 30 feet. After recaiving protests from the town, the district
engineer mede restitution by planting numerous replacement trees and shimbs. Some of these
plantings probably still survive.

The 1933 hurricane causad condderable devadtation, bringing down or bresking off some
45 trees. Mogt of these were old trees, 0 that the new plantings of 1930 proved fortuitous. In 1939
aNew Ded agency, the Civilian Consarvation Corps, hdped repair the hurricane damege and
dynamite sumps. Removing massive trees and their root systlams probably had the unanticipated
benefit of creating more buria plotsand stabilizing existing graves and monuments

Encouraging grass and the resultant mowing became and has remained amgjor concem of
the cemeatery work force. Armud reports indicate that awater sygem was being ingtdled in the
ealy 1920s but it isnot dear whether thiswas an entirely new sysem or an addition. The
commission purchased itsfirst power mower in 1928 and in 1930 reported theat it had been ble for
thefirst time to mow the entire cametery and outside the wall, "except for two svamp sections” In

(continued)
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areversonto 18th century practice, the commisson earned some incomein 1932 by renting what
wes cdlled "the pesure'—presumebly the lower section toward the river.

Cametery commissioners undertook regular improvements to roads and other facilities.
Roeds were added as new sectionswere opened, and the commission pursued along-term effort to
provide ahard surface for these roadways. I1n 1937 the middle avenuein the new eedtem part was
extended about 80 feet, and acrossover wes built to the westem avenue More new avenues were
laid out in 1942-44. Asrecently as 1996, anew road. Number 5, was condmcted with grindings
fromaRt. 9 reconstmction.

Cameeay workers dso devoted consderable effort over the years to maintaining walls,
gates and other features. In 1937 amotorist crashed into the cad iron geates a the main entrance,
"tearing of f two of them and bresking them up badly.” Whether or not rdated to thisincident, the
amud report for 1940 shows that anew foimdation was built for the eegterly arch a the granite
gate. A 30-foot dedflagpolewas st in concrete a the soldiers monument in 1933, and this pole
was replaced in 2000. A new sdewadk aong the frontage was congmcted in 1965. Increasing
amounts of equipment led to the building of a new toolshed, probably the one now present, in 1975.

Draining and filling wetlands hes provided apersgent chalenge to cemetery managars.
Although afingerof wetland has beaen retained to provide a picturesque feature in the westem part
of the cemetery, historical records indicate that other wet arees have been diminated. Aimual
reports from the early 1930s show that over 1000 feet of trencheswas dug in the areasouth of the
receiving vault. More than 200 feet of trench wastiled and buried, while the remainder was| eft
open. Thereault, as dated in the 1933 report was to make "the unsightly meadow and bog-hole an
open plat of lawn nicdy grassed over.” The various cemetery expansons, particularly in the early
1950s, required large amounts of fill to creste usable dtes. Furthermore, it was reported in 1962 that

(continued)
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"A large areaof sivamp land wes filled by the Highway Dept. to meke aparking areaa the lower
part of the cemetery.”

The presence of wetland hes adirect bearing on the cametery'sftiture progpects Although
the areaactudly usad for cenatery purposesisonly gpproximately one-third of the municipally
ownedfract,the goparent abundance of land may be deceptive. Much of the remainder iswet or, as
the 2000 aimud report pointed out, characterized by expossd bedrock. While, a the present rate of
interments, there is ample goece for some time to come, the cemeatery may eventudly encounter
goece problems. The 2000 report advised that there may be anead to designate the area containing
aurfacerock "grictly for cremations™

Management of the Brookfield Cametery isthe responsbility of the Brookfield Cemetery
Commission, agroup of resdents gppointed by the town sdect board. Over the past few
decades, maintenance has been limited to regular mowing and preparation of graves for burial.
Trees, grave markers, and roads have been |eft untouched. In 2002, the cemetery commission, in
collaboration with the Brookfield Historical Commission, completed aplan for preserving the
cemeery landscape, which includesaphased program for maintaining trees, smctures, roads,
entrances, and other historic landscgpe features.

Stonecarvers and Known Makers
Severd of the grave markers in the Brookfield Cametery are particularly significant
because they represent the work of known 18" century sonecarvers. The persstent cultural
imagery and the wide variety of carving syles make 18" century New England gravestones a
significant and distinguishable entity. The most important Brookfield examples have been
published and described in someof the major reference works (cf. Bibliography).
(continued)
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Known Carvers of Brookfield Gravestones (published references)

William Young (1711-1795), "the thistle-carver of Tatnuck [Worcester]” (Gillon, Early New

England Gravestone Rubbings, Plates 50, 57, 58, 62, 169; and Ludwig, Graven Images,
Plates48A, 88 A& B, 89, 118B)

Beza Soule (1750-1835) of Brookfield, and rdated family of gonecutters (Gillon Early New
England Gravestone Rubbings, Plate 115; and Ludwig, Graven Images, p. 355)

Ebenezer Howard (1734-1777+) of Newton (Chase & Gabd, Gravestone Chronicles)

Jonathan Worger (1707-1754) and his son Moses Worgter (1739-1772+), both of Harvard,
Mass. (Ludwig, Graven Images, p. 371)

Sikes family of Connecticut (Ludwig, Graven Imeges, p. 412-416)
Known Carvers of Brookfield Gravestones (unpublished notesof Peter Terry)

Amy Carey, Boston, Mass.
Collins family, Columbia, Conn.
B.H. Kinney, Worcester, Mass
CP. Ridling (location unknown)
C. Sanford, Ware, Mass

S Soule, North Brookfield, Mass
Tateum, Milford, Massachusetts
William Y oung, Worcester, Mass.

Most of the 18" century gravestones are upright dabs of native date, sandstone, granite,
or quartzite with an arched or shgped top. The carved face of the donetypicaly features sde
borders of vines, thistles,flowers,fmit, or geometric motifs. The arched top section may include
anumber of carved motifs such as memento mori (skulls, death's heeds, hourglasses), stylized
faces known as soul effigies (sometimes depicted with wings or crowns), salvation motifs (birds,

(continued)
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trees), and geometric dements (pinwheds, scrolls, aross hatching). The center pand of the sone
isreserved for the name, dates, and earthly station of the decessad. The lower section often
includes amemorid tribute or abrief verse,

There isno scholarly consensus on whether the symbols and iconography of the 18™
century carved gones have adirect religious significance, abroader secular connotation, or are
smply intended to add beauty and interest to the sone. It isdso important to note that many of
the gones (including some 18" century examples and mogt of the 19" & 20™ century examples)
may have been partially pre-carved prior to their seection for aparticular burial. Meandering
vines, soul effigies, and even some sandard verses may not have been specific to the decessad.
In addition, the practice of back-dating ones and replacing deteriorated sones hes been well
documented in gdandard gravestone sudies. Therefore, the date of burial doesnot dways
represent the date of the gravestone or marker.

Significant Burials

The Brookfield Cemetery isthe final resting place of numerous individuas who played
significant roles in Brookfield history. (Fleeserefer to Section 8 for additional biographical
details) Atleadt five Congregationd ministers are buried in the Brookfield Cemetery. The most
notable are Rev. Thomas Cheney (d. 1747, ae 57), who was pagtor for more than 30 years. Rev.
Jebez Upham (d. 1760 and honored with the only table onein the cemetery), and the Rev.
Nathan Fiske (d. 1799, ae 67), who passed avay in his 42" year of ministry to the 3" Church
(Brookfield Center).

Veterans of the Revolutionary War are buried throughout the 18" and 19" century
sectionsof the cemetery.  Among them are Colondl James Converse (d. 1811), Colone Seth

(continued)
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Banigter (d. 1819), and Jason Walker (d. 1843).

Caaudtiesof the Civil War are buried throughout the central 19" century section and in
family plotsin the older northwest section. 266 Brookfield volunteers served in the Civil War
and 38 were killed inaction or died from injuries. Among them were JamesK. Sargent (d. 1862
a Antietam, ae 19), John C. McClure (d. 1863 a Alexandria, ae 21), Corp. Henry W. Watson (d.
1864 & Richmond, ae 19), and Abner Wolcott (d. 1867) whose grave sone lies adjacent to the
Civil War monument.

Community leedersfrom al periods of Brookfield history are dso interred in the
cemetery. Among the many notable names are eminent attomey Pliny Merrick (d. 1814), the
Hon. Oliver Crosby (d. 1818), Dr. Tilly Rice (d. 1824), ad the leading benefactors of the
cemetery expanson, Otis Hayden (d. 1872) and William A. Banigter (1890).

Also scattered throughout the cemetery are records of unusud degths and notable events.
The degth of Margaret Bromfield from smalpox (1761) recals one of the persstent plagues of
the early settlement. The notorious murder of Joshua Spooner (d. 1778) isrecdled by the
inscription on amodem sone which now marks his grave:

Joshua Spooner, murdered March 1, 1778 by three soldiers of the Revolution, Ross, Brooks
and Buchanan, at the instigation of his wife Bathsheba. They were all executed at Wor cester,
July 2,1778

(Spooner's mutilated body was stuffed downthe well and later retrieved. Tothisday, no grass

will grow on his grave.)

Photography and Publication
Photographic records of significant sonesin the Brookfield Cemetery are aparticularly
(continued)
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rich source of documentation. Severd of the Brookfield grave markers have been described and
illustrated in gandard reference works. The sones sdected for photography and publication are
mostly 18" century sonesby known carvers with representative or characteristic iconographic
motifs. Since many of the sones have become lesslegible over time, the photographs are the
mogt reliable source for sudy.

The semind publication by Harriette M. Forbes, Gravestones of Early New England
(1927) includes severd Brookfield examples:

Josgph Ayres 1740 by Wilham Young  (notillus.)

JoshuaNichols 1759 by William Young  (oppodtep. 76)
Robert Cutler 1760/61 by William Young  (oppodtep. 76)
Sarah Moore 1761 by William Young  (oppodte p. 80)

Theftandamental reference on New England gravestones isDr. Alan Ludwig's Graven Imeges
(1966). Thethird edition (1999) includes examples of severd gravestones from Brookfield:

Robert Cutler 1761 by William Young  (pi. 118B)
Ephram Waker 1777 (pl-89)
Samud de Mary Hinckley 1792 (pl. 88A&B)
Dorothy Walker 1804 (pl. 48A)

Another gandard reference. Chase & Gabd's Gravestone Chronicles (1997) includes a footnote
reference to one Brookfield example (p. 175, not illus.):

Mary Cheney 1764 by Ebenezer Howard

American Heritage Magazine (Febmary 1960, p. 41) includes aphotograph of a
Brookfield gonewith an angd motif

There are d<0 repositories of unpublished photogrgphs of Brookfield gravestones. The
H.M. Forbes Collection of Gravestone Photogrgphs a the American Antiquarian Society,
Worcester, Massachusetts, includes many of the images usad in Gravestones of Early New

(continued)
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England (1927) as well as unpublished examples.

The Phillips Library Collection of the Pegbody Essex Museum, Sdem, Massachusdtts,
includes images of gravestones photogrgphed inthe early 20™ century by Edwin Haviland Miller.
Among the photos are severd important Brookfield gravestones

Lieut. Ephraim Walker 1777
Captain Thomas Gilbert 1793
PerssHinckley 1793
Dorothy Walker 1804

The Winterthur Museum and Library in Winterthur, Delaware, isthe repository for
photographs by Dr. Allan Ludwig, author of Graven Images (550 prints, ¢. 1960) and Danid
Farber, one of the founders of the Association for Gravestone Studies (340 prints, ¢. 1954-1991).
The Farber Collection is divided into two ssgments (manuscripts and decorative arts), but both
contain Brookfield images:

Captain William Old 1749

Robert Cutler 1761 by William Y oung of Tatnuck
Lieut. Ephraim Walker 1774  attrib. Skesfamily of Connecticut
Job Hinckley 1783

Mrs. Eqperance Hadtings 1789

John Rice 1792

Dorothy Walker 1804 attrib. Skesfamily of Cormecticut

The American Antiquarian Society in Worcester, Massachuseits, dso holds a collection
of gravestone photographs by Danid and JesseLie Farber (available on CD-ROM). Many of the
imageswere used by Chaseand Gabd in Gravestone Chronicles | & 11 (1997).

The photograph collections are important because they show the gravestonesin raking
naturd light that highlightsthe carving and inscriptions and because they provide arecord of
condition & that particular point in time.

(continued)
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Archaeological Significance

Historic archaeologica resources described above havethe potentia to contribute detailed
information on the initial use and interna configuration of the cemetery and socid, cultural and
economic characterigtics of the Brookfield areapopulation for over three centuries. Additional
historic research combined with archaeologica survey and testing may locate documentary
and/or archaeologica evidence that documents when the cametery was first used. Burial
practices a Quaboag Plantation and early Brookfield are not well documented. Stmcturd
evidence from constmction and rebuilding of sonewalls, builder's trenches and post holesfrom
fence lines no longer extant, may help document the boundaries of the cemetery and family plots
that either carmot be obsarved a present or have changed over time. Some individuals,
especidly paupers and unknown persons, may have been buried beyond the actua boundaries of
the cemetery. Socid, cultural and economic information may aso be determined through
detailed andysis of artifacts associated with individual graves, family areas, memoria services
and skdetd evidence. Gravestones and their inscriptions may contribute important information
related to gravestone art and the culture and religious beliefs of individuas, familiesand the
community. Information related to economic satusmay a<o be obtained from gravestones and
other fimerary rdated artifacts. Skeletd evidence may dso contribute important information on
individuals and the community. Osteologica dudies may identify the generd hedth and
pathologies that affected various members of the community and the level of medica care that
wes available to different individuals and groups a various periods in the town's settlement.

(end)
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION:

The boundaries of the nominated district are shown as apenciled line on the
accompanying Assessors Maps of the Town of Brookfield, Map 6B, Parcd 10 (continued on
Map 7B). Starting a the northwest comer of the cemetery and the main road (Route 9), the
cemeery boundary runs southeast aong the highway boundary adistance of gpproximately 1,000
feet, then continues south for adigance of approximately 1,800 feet to the railroad right-of-way,
then runs northwest long the railroad corridor a distance of gpproximately 1,000 feet, then
returns north and north-northeest adistance of gpproximately 2,000 feet to the point of

beginning.

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION:

The boundaries of the National Regiser nomination delineste the developed and
undeveloped areesof the Brookfield Cemetery as it has been used from the mid-18"" century to
the present, atotal of 43 acres.

The northern boundary followsthe sonewall and frontage along Route 9 (gpprox. 1000
ft.). The eestern boundary follows the eestem edge of the parcd (including the 1942 expansion)
to the railroad right-of-way aong the Quaboag River. The southem boimdary paralelsthe
northem aong the railroad corridor. The westem boundary is defined by a gonewall and
hedgerow dong the westem edge of the parcd.

The parcdsthat border the cametery on the west, north, and eedt are privately owned and
represent arange of commercid, resdentid, and agricultural uses. The cametery parcd is
bounded on the south by the former Conralil railroad tracks adjacent to the Quaboag River.

(end)
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LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHS

Photographer: Larry Lowenthal, December 2001
#1: The 1873 Gatetaken from the north edge of Route 9, |ooking south
#2:  Theturf and dirt cametery cart path taken from insde the 1873 Gate, |ooking south

#3:  The cemeaeay landscgpetaken from the north edge of the newest section, looking west
acrossthe 18* and 19" century sections

#4:  The 1890 Civil War monument takenfi-omthe center cemetery entrance, 1ooking
southwest

&

The Blanchard Family plot, looking west
#6.  The Edwin Rice Family plot, looking northeest

(end)



BROOKFIELD CEMETERY
Brookfield
Worcegter County, Massachusetts

DATA SHEET

Note: Thefollowing list represents a representative sample of grave markers at the Brookfield Cemetery. All resources contained in the data sheet can befound on
Town of Brool”ield Assessors' Map #68-10.
pulb. =published in

SECTION RESOURCE YEAR MAKER r MATERIAL / FORM i NOTES TYPE STATUS
I 1 i j
BROOKFIELD (MASS.) CEIVIETERY 1714 & later . 43 acres : Site e C
NW  Old Burying Ground (NW section) ' 1714 5 acres
N First expansion (middle section) 1861 i
NE Second expansion (east section) ' c. 1920
NE iThird expansion (east section) 1942
S Fourth expansion (south section) 1952

ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENTS

N North Wall 1855 Fieldstone and granite Struc. c
NW  West Wall 1855 Fieldstone Struc. c
NW  Entrance Gate 1873 Granite & Iron Struc. C
NW  Town Vault 1861 Granite & iron built into knoll Struc. c

S Maintenance Shed 1975 Wood Bldg. NC

LANDSCAPE ELEMENTS
Terrace &retaining walls c. 1860 Dirt and stone Struc. C
Roadways 1920 & later Dirt, gravel, asphalt Struc. C
Pathways 1861 & later Grass & dirt Struc. C
SCULPTURAL ELEMENTS
N Civil War Memorial 1890 Zinc Obj. C
N Memorial Bench: Meth. Episc. Church c. 1900 Marble Obj. C
GRAVESTONES & MARKERS

N1 Abner Wolcott 1867 marble tablet (flat in ground) Civil War veteran Obj. C
N2 Daniel E. Adams 1888 granite obelisk Obj. c
N3 Fales & Croshy 1899 granite obelisk Family plot -14 markers Site c
N4 Edwin Rice 1897 marble column w/ garland, urn & bird Family plot -1 marker Site " C
N5 Willie Phipps Vizard 1873 marble tree cross & vine Obj. c
N6 Butterworth 1882 granite posts Family plot Site c
N7 James K. Sargeant 1862 white bronze plinth Civil War - at Antietam ae 19  Obj. " « c
N8 Zebediah Allen 1839 sandstone obelisk Family plot - 24 markers Site c

Page 1 of 4
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N9 Freedom N. Upham

N10  Albert C. Blanchard

Nil Jonas Allen

N12  Deacon Eleazer W. Estey
“N13 ~ Esperience Hastings
N14  Zebediah Allen
N15a Colonel Seth Banister
N15b  Major Liberty Banister
N16 Daniel Hale

N17  Flanders & Barrows

N18  Cooley & Blanchard

N19  Jason Walker

N20  James Sherman

N21  Caleb Marsh

N22  Samuel Bemis

N23  Pliny Merrick

N24  Henry L. Mellen

N25 C. Fales

N26  Tilly Rice

N27  Town Lot (historical name, likely

referring to a paupers' field)

NW1  Corp. Henry W. Watson
NW2  Lydia Kimball

NW3  George Clapp

NW4  John Robinson

NW5  Aaron Kimball

NW6  Emmons Twichell

NW7  Town Vault

NWS  Abel Wheeler Reed

NW9  Rev. Nathan Fiske
NW10 Joshua Spooner
NW11 Rev. Jabez Upham
NW12 Dr. Thomas Weld
NW13 Hannah Ayres
NW14 Rev. Thomas Cheney
NW15 Ensign Robert Cutler
NW16 Capt. Thomas Buckminster
NW17 Mrs. Martha Cooley

1902
1871
1885
1906
1789
1882
1819
1849
1867
1897
1815
1843
1888
1814
1869
1814
1881
1866
1824
n.d.

1864
1874
1861
1840
1866
1891
1861
1872
1799
1778
1760
1756
1748
1747
1761
1765
1768

marble tablet
marble plinth & urn
granite plinth & border

polished granite ball on plinth

slate / effigy & vines
red granite obelisk
slate tablet
marble tablet
marble obelisk

pink granite plinth & urn

marble tablets
marble tablet
marble plinth
marble tablet
granite plinth & curb
sandstone block
white bronze obelisk
granite obelisk
sandstone block
none visible

Monu. Bronze Co.

marble tablet
marble obelisk
marble obelisk
marble obelisk
marble obelisk
sandstone obelisk
granite &iron
marble plinth
slate / urn and vines
marble tablet
slate table stone
slate tablet
slate / effigy & geom.
slate / winged skull

William Young slate / effigy & birds

sandstone / winged & crowned effigy
sandstone / winged effigy

Page 2 of 4

Family plot -13 markers

Family plot - 4 markers
Rev. War veteran
Family plot - 11 markers
Family plot - 2 markers
Family plot
Family plot - 7 markers
Rev. War veteran
Family plot - 2 markers
Family plot - 3 markers
Family plot

Eminent lawyer, Harvard grad.

Family plot - 4 markers
Mounded tomb
adjacent to wetland

Civil War - at Richmond ae 19

Family plot - 2 markers
Family plot
Family plot - 3 markers
Family plot - 9 markers
Family plot - 22 markers
Built into knoll
Family plot - 3 markers

Murder victim

Crown Point expedition

pub: Forbes, Ludwig_

Broken stone

Obj.
Site
Obj.
Obj.
Obj.
i Site
Obj.
Site
Site
Site
A Site
Obj.
Site
A Site
Site
Obj.
Obj.
Site
Obj.
Site

Obj.
Site
Site
Site
Site
Site

Struc.

Site
Ob;j.
Ob;j.
Ob;j.
Ob;j.
Ob;j.
Ob;j.
Obj.
Obj.
Obi.

sieNsNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoXoXe) OOOOOOOOOOOOOOO(SOOOO



BROOKFIELD CEMETERY
Brookfield
Worcegter County, Massachusdts

DATA SHEET

NW18
NW19
NW20
NW21
Nw22
NwW23
NW23a
NwW23b
Nw23C
Nw23d
NW23e
NW23f
NW23g
NwW23h
NW23i
NwW24
NwW24a
NW24b
NwW24C
Nw24d
NW24e
NW25a
NW25b
NW26
NW26a

Gilmore

Hayden & Banister
Abraham Skinner
Johnson

Seth Banister
Hinckley grouping
Job Hinckley

Sarah Hinckley
Samuel Hinckley
Abigail Hinckley
Mary Hinckley

Job Hinckley

Persis Hinckley
Persis Hinckley (child)
Rebecca Hinckley
Converse grouping
Hannah Converse
Dorothy Converse
Josiah Converse
Col. James Converse
Dolly Converse
Thankful Watson
Sarah Watson
Williston grouping
Mrs. Lucy Williston
NW26b Mrs. Martha Williston
NW26C Deacon Gad Williston
NwW26d Joseph Williston
NW27 Walker grouping
NW27a Lt. Ephraim Walker
NW27b Dorothy Walker
NW27C Lt. Ephraim Walker
NW27d Bathsheba Walker
NW28a Jonathan Moore
NW28b Sarah Moore
NW29a Bartlett / McClure
NW29b John C. McClure
NW30 Brigham

1862
1872
1875
1869
1783

1753
1784
1798
1780
1798
1783
1793

c. 1790
1794

1747
1755
1771
1811
1819
1766
1765

1782
1785
1823?
1833

n.d.
1804
1777
1839
1786
1761
1846
1863
1848

William Young

granite obelisk
granite plinth & curb
granite plinth & posts
marble w/ granite curb
slate / 5 draped urns

slate / effigy & geom.
slate / winged effigy
marble / effigy & vines
sandstone / winged & crowned effigy
1 marble / effigy & vines
sandstone / winged & crowned effigy
marble / winged effigy
marble / spiral geom.
slate / winged effigy

slate / effigy & geom.
slate / effigy & geom.
slate / winged effigy
slate / willow & urn
slate / willow & urn
sandstone / winged & crowned effigy
sandstone / winged & crowned effigy

slate / winged effigy

slate / urn & willow
marble tablet
marble tablet

quartzite / hourglass
quartzite / crowned effigy & vines
quartzite / effigy & vines
slate / willow & urn
slate / effigy & vines
slate / effigy & vines
marble w/ granite curb
marble tablet
granite obelisk

attrib: Sikes
attrib: Sikes

Page 3of 4

Family plot
Family plot
Family plot
Family plot - 24 markers
Family plot -1 marker

pub: Ludwig

pub: Ludwig

Rev. War veteran

Fallen stone

pub: Ludwig
pub: Ludwig

pub: Forbes
Family plot - 8 markers
Civil War - at Alexandria ae 21
Family plot

Site
Site

1 Site

N

Site
site
Site
Obj.

« Obj.

Obj.

. Obj.

1 obj.e

IObj.

L

Ob;j.
Obj.
Obj»
Site
Ob;j.
Obj.
Ob;j.
Obj.
Obj.
Obj.
Ob;j.
Site
Ob;j.
Ob;j.
Ob;j.
Ob;j.
Site
Ob;j.
Obj.
Ob;j.
Ob;j.
Ob;j.
Obj.
Site
Ob.
Site

o000

D000 O000N0000000000000>3000000



BROOKFIELD CEMETERY
Brookfidd
Woroete County, Massachusets

DATA SHEET

NW31
NW32
NW33
NW34
NW35
NW36
NW37
NW38

Liberty Rice

Rev. Fayette Nichols
Joseph Ayres ae 85
Joshua Nichols ae 63
Mary Cheney ae 34
Capt. Thomas Gilbert
Capt. William Old
Margaret Bromfield

SUMMARY
Buildings
Sites
Structures
Objects

TOTAL RESOURCE COUNT

1832
1919
1740
1759
1764
1793
1749
1761

slate / willow & urn
marble column

William Young slate / effigy
William Young” slate / effigy & vines
Ebenezer Howard slate / winged effigy

marble / winged effigy
slate / effigy & crossbones
slate / winged skull & vines

CONTRIBUTING
0
"38
8
59

105

Page 4 of 4

Family plot
pub: Forbes
pub: Forbes
pub: Chase & Gabel
Farber coll.
Farber coll.
Smallpox victim

NON-CONTRIBUTING

Obj.
Site
Obj.
Obj.
Obj.
Obj.
Obj.
Obj.

OO OO0OO0

TOTAL

38

59

106
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United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number Page

SUPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD
NRIS Reference Number: 03000384 Date Listed: 5/9/2003

Property Name: Brookfield Cemetery County: Worcester Statee MA

Multiple Name

Thisproperty islisted in the National Register of Historic Flacesin accordance with the atached
nomination documentation subject to the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments,
notwithstanding the National Park Service certification included in the nomination
documentation.

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action

Amended Items in Nomination:

The cametery is nominated under National Regiger Criteria A and C for the aress of significance
of Architecture, Community Planning and Devel opment, Landscgpe Architecture, and Socid
History. The State agressthat Art isamore gppropriate reflection of the cemetery'simportance
than Architecture, 90 Art isadded as an area of significance and architecture isdeleted.

DISTRIBUTION:
National Regigter property file
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment)
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The Commonwealth of M assachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusatts Historical Commission

March 24, 2003

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regigter of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Pak Service

1201 Eye Street, NW, 8* floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosed please find the following nomination form:
Brookfield Cemetery, Main Street, Brookfield (Worcester), MA

The nomination hes been voted eligible by the State Review Board and hes bean signed by the
State Historic Presarvation Officer. The ownersof the property were notified of pending State
Review Board condderation 30 to 45 daysbefore the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg \J
Nationa Regigter Director
M assachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

cC Martha Lyon, Payssoe consuitant
Gregory Farmer, Agricola Corp.
Lary Lowenthd
Hoyd Mores Board of SHedmen
Ron Couture, Brookfidd Historica Commisson
May T. OConndl, Ranning Board Char

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470. Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.state ma.us/'sec/ mhec



