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Fonn 10-300 
(July 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries - complete applicable sections) 

0 District ~ Bui lding 

0 Site 

Cit 

0 Structure 

0 Ob ject 

of Norfork 
W STRE ET AN D NU MBER: 

w 
CIT Y OR TOWN: 

Courthouse 

Cl TY OR TOWN: 

S TAT E : 

STATE : 

Arkansas 
COUNTY : 

Baxter 

Preservation work 

i n progress 

(Specify) 

Arkansas 

STATE 

CITY OR TOWN: S T ATE : 

Yes: 

0 Restricted 

~ Unrestr icted 

0 No 

0 Comments 
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CONDITION 
0 Excellent !KJ Good 0 Fair 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 

(Check One) (Check One) 

0 Altered . [XI Unaltered 0 Moved . rn Original Site 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

.,. ..~ 

The Wolf House is a two-store_y_ "§_9.ddle bag" log 
structl:!re built by Major ~gacob Wolf after his arrival in 
north Arkansas. 

The foundation is stone, supporting a _hand hewn log 
sill system. The squared outer log walls are connected 
at the corners by the C:hamfer and notch method common 
to early 19th century construction. The average log 
sectional dimensions are 11" X 7 11 • • The original chinking 
material has been replaced with a cementitious mortar. 

The first floor has two rooms of equal size flanking 
the open dog-trot breezeway. The upper floor also has 
two rooms. One room is larger as it extends over the 
one-storey dog-~rot. The second floor is reached by a 
run of open stairs from the first-storey porch to the 
second-storey porch. Access to all rooms is gained from 
the ..f~1J length porches front and rear. The overall 
dimensions of the building, including porches, are 30 
x 45 feet. 

The roof i s bellcast gabled with the porch 
pitched at a slightly lower pitch than the main 
roof is covered with hand riven cedar shingles. 
ches are supported by a series of eight peeled, 
posts, not squared. 

roofs 
one. The 

The par­
rough 

There are two chimneys outside on the gable ends. 
They are construct~d of s tone up to a lin~ approximating 
the eave line and bri-ck from there up. 

The windows are double hung with a pattern of 6 
x 6 lights. They are s huttered with solid, vertically 
boarded blinds. 

The home is in good physical condition, being re­
stored and maintained by the Elna M. Smith Foundation. 
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(Check One or More as Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbian I 0 16th Century 

0 17th Century 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Aboriginal 

0 Prehistoric 

0 Historic 

0 Agriculture 

ro Archi lecture 

0 Art 

0 Commerce 

0 Communications 

0 Conservatior1 · 

TATEMEN'f , OF siGNIFICANCE 

0 
0 
0 
tJ 
0 

0 . 
i::. ': 
0 
0 

Education f o 
Engineering 

\·' 0 
Indus try 

·' 
.Inventi on 0 
Landscape 0 

Architecture 0 
Literature 

Military 
-

0 
; -

Music 0 

0 18th Century 

!XJ I 9th Century 

Political 

ReI igion/ Phi. 

!~s.ophy .. 

Science 

Sculpture 

Socia 1/ Human-

itarian 
' 

Theater 

Transportation 

0 20th Century 

0 Urban Planning 

-. p Ot"er (Specify) 

The Wolf House is architecturally signific~n~~~ 

one of _ _!_he few remaini_ng (and best preserved) log 
structures in Arkftnpas. It is the archetypal two-
storey dog-trot _o! 11 sad~:J.e bag 11 fo_F_m. ---

It is under a long term lease to the Elna M. 
Smith Foundation which has restored and maintains 
it as an historic museum, housing an extensive 
collection of pioneer tools and houseware. 

The first mention of Jacob W0lf in Arkansas 
is fo:und in the Baxter County' Patent Book 2 on page 
432 : 

Certificate 223 

Jacob Wolf of Independence County has 
deposited in the General Land Office of - the 
United States, a certificate of the Register 
of the Land Office in Batesville in Arkansas. 

The da:te th~. land was patented was July 20, 
1825 and was described as the Southwest Fractional 
Quarter of Section 20, Township 18 North, Range 12 
West, in the District of Lawrence and Territory of 
Arkansas. The fractional quarter patented consisted 
of 76 and 16/100 acres. The Wolf House is today located 
on the above described land. 

Although this do~s .not conclusively prove the 
date of construction it is the earliest date that 
conclusively links Jacob Wolf with the land upon 
which the house is situated. On site architectural 
evaluation of the structure substantiates the app­
roximate ~l82 ~ const~uction date. 



American Guide Series, Arkansas. , A Guide to the State, 
York: Hastings House, 1941 . 

New 

Arkansas Gazette, July 30, 1985 . 
Shiras, Frances H. History of Baxter County, 

J . W. Daniel and Shiras Bros . Print Shop, 
Arkansas Democrat, August 5, 19 56 . 
Arkansas Gazette, April 11, 191 5 . 
Arkansas Territorial Papers, Vol . XX , p . 218 . 

36 ° 12 

STATE : 

STATE : 

STATE : 

Gene Richardson Research Historian 

Arkansas Hi s toric Preservation Pro am 
TR EET AND NUMBER: 

1023 West Third Street 
STATE 

Mountain Horne: 
1928. 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

92 ° 17 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tion al Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recomme nded 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

reservation 

National D State 5:! Local D 

APR 131973 
Date ---------------------------------------

Title ___:S=-t-=--=a:...:t:...:e=--.::L:..:i=-a:.:.l...:: . ...::s...::o:....n __ O_f_f __ l· _c_e_r __ _ 
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Form 10-300a 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

STATE 

Arkansas 
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC pLACES COUNTY 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM t-=B::...;a=x:..::..t-=-e=r:::o_ _______ -1 

(Continuation Sheet) 

(Number all en trlee) 

v 

8. Significance Continued: 

Major Jacob Wolf ' s original place and date of .birth 
is obscure . An article appearing in the Arkansas Gazette 
in 1905 indicates that he was of German descent and born 
in Pennsylvania in 1786 . A subsequent article indicated 
that his place of birth was in South Carolina . 

Major Wolf has traditionally been given credit for 
being ar.l india~~g~nt and arriving on the White River at 
the mouth of the North Fork River in 1809 - 1810 . However, 
the first mention of Jacob Wolf as being in the Arkansas 
Territory is found in Vol . XX, p . 218 of the Arkansas 
Territorial Papers when Wolf was appointed postmaster for 
Izard County to succeed Spenser Crouch . While the Missouri 
and Arkansas Territorial Papers devoted hundreds of pages 
to Indian affairs, they fail to mention Jacob Wolf as an 
Indian Agent . The records .of the office of Indian Trade 
and Indian Bureau in the National Archives produce no 
evidence indicating that Jacob Wolf ever held any position 
as · Indian Agent. 

Historically the most important event associated with 
th~Wolf House is that it was the s~at of the first govern­
ment of Izard County which was created on October 27, 1825 . 

Karr Shannon indicates: 

The first county seat was located 
on White River, at the ·mouth of the North 
Fork . There stood the home of Jacob Wolf 
which was designated as the temporary seat 
of justice . The old log building stilJ 
stands, at its original location in the 
town of Norfork . At the time Jacob Wolf 
was about 60 ·years of age and had been the 
chief influence in getting the county seat 
established at that place which was known 
as the Town .of Liberty . He (Wolf) repre­
sented the county in the Territorial Legis - ~ 
lature of 1827, the first after the county S 
was organized . 



Form 10-300a 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY · NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

STATE 

Arkansas 
COUNTY 

Baxter 

(Number ell entrlee) 

8 . Significance Continued : 

Karr Shannon , A History of Izard County . 
n . d . ), p . p . 19-20 . 

(Melbourne , 

This would certai nly corroborate the existence of the 
Wolf House in 1825 or early 1826 . 

While local legend attributes the construction date 
of the Wolf House as being 1809 - 1810, historical and 
architectural evidence obtained by the National Park Service 
leads to the conc l usion that the Wolf House was constructed 
about 1825 . Major Jacob Wolf was postmaster in Izard 
County and he represented its citi zens in the Territorial 
Assembly and State Legislature . The claim that Major Wolf 
was an Indian Agent cannot be substantiated by published 
or unpublished documentation . If he were not an Indian 
Agent the story of his house being built by Indian labor 
is seriously in doubt . The most important event of his ­
torcial significance associated with the Wolf House is its 
having been the seat of the first government of Izard 
County . 



Form 10-300o 
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(Number all entrlee) 

UNITED STATES DEPAR TM ENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PAR K SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY · NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

9 . Maj or Bibliographical References : 

STA T E 

Arkansas 
COUNT Y 

Baxter 

Shannon , Karr . A History of Izard County , Little Rock : 
Democrat Printing and Li thographing Company, 1947 . 

Arkansas Gazette , June 3 , 1938 . 

Pat ent Book 2 , Baxt er County, p . 432 . 

A Short Hi story of Hi stor i c Wolf House ~ Norfork, Arkansas : 
n . d . 

Bearss , Edwi n C. and 0 . w. Carroll . Evaluation Study of 
the Wolf House , Norfork , Arkansas . A report submi t t ed 
to the Nat i onal Park Service , July 16 , 196'5 . 

Baxter County Deed Book 16, p . 241. 

Baxter Count::i Deed Book 20 , p . 211. 

Baxter Count::i Deed Book 29, p . 564 . 

Baxter Count:t Deed Book 2 Miscellaneous , pp . 57 - 58 . 



PLf. \ ';~: ;;::Tu:m TillS 
Ni\llZ OF PH.OPERT Y 

D TE : 

~ -
The attached Nat i ona l Register Invcntory-N;.lmination furm is be in.; returned to your 
offic e fo r clar ification of t he informa tion indica ted below . 

1. Name. 

2. Location. 

3. Classification. 

_______ 4. Owner of Property. 

5. Location of Legal Description. 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys. 

7. Description. 

8. Statement of Significance. 

9. Bibliography. 

___ 10. Geo'graphical Data. 
', a. Longitude and Latitude C~ordinates. 

b. Acreage. 

_______ 11. Form Prepared By. 

____ 12. Certification. 

Photographic Coverage. 

~ :;t:t·::l!f;Jf::~~ i cs..~ :iJ.$. J..Le ... 
Other. 

Clarification or correction of the above items must be made prior to the initiation 
of our professional review. Correction of these technical errors doe s not 
necessarily insure that the nomination will then satisfy the National Register 
criteria in full. 

Thank you for your attention to the above items checked. 
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IForm 10-301 
(Dec. 1968) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type ali entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

STATE 

COUNTY 

yards west of the fork of the White and 

1. Property broundaries where required. 

2. North arrow. 

3. Latitude and longitude reference. 
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10 23 WEST THIRD STREET LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72201 501 374-0375 

v.~STOR~ 

tpffi](l u -; 
(S:.~ .§ 

.21~n11n::> ~ 

February 22, 1973 

Mr. Jerry Rogers 
Chief of Re gistration 
National Register 
National Parks Service 
Washington, g_c~ - 20240 

Dear Mr . Rogers : • 

Th e Arkansas State Review Committee h as asked u s to verify 
that the following nominations are in your possesion and are 
currently under consideration by the Nation al . Regis t er Staff. 

Nomination County Date Submitted to 
the National Register 

1. Louisiana Purchase 
Survey Marker Monroe 7-12-71 

2 . Washington County 
Courthouse Washington 7-12-71 

3 . J acob l:Jolf House Baxter 10-16-72 

4. River Front Hotel Sebastian 10-16-72 

5. Tra12nall Hall Pulaski 12-27--:- 72 

6 . Old Rando l12h County 
Courthouse Randolph 12-27-72 



,.. ... 
Mr. , Jerry Rogers -2- February 22, 1973 

In order to keep our records current and readily avail able 
for reference by the State Review Committee, we would appreciate 
your re spondi~g by letter or memo concerning these properties . 
The State Review Committee is particularly concerned abo ut the 
two nomination s submitted in July of 1971 . If they have been 
misp l aced or for any reason you did not receive'them please 
notify u s a t once and we will immediately mail addi tional copies. 

Thank you - for your prompt attention to thi s matter . 

Sincerely, 

Gene Rich ard son 
Arkansas Historic 
Preservation Program 

FER:bjf 



MAR 1 2 ~~n 

H.xe Gen!~ i:.ielui.rdr..on 
Ar.l.~m<::.:-•:;;; :.t~toric I'r>:{tCl'\ratim;. l'roo:an 
1G2J Wa:t TI1ir~ ~trect 
Lit.t:l\;! l~(;c~,. A:d~.vno.;~~ 722Gl 

At your t:G(JU<"SC.t 11 tVe have ci.e;.cL~H1 on tlw stutus of tile six }., I'OJH:rt:tes 
~>hicn y<.1U llf;'!:ltion•.JJ in your l(!ttur of Fc1:;t'tlary 22 .. 1'~ r.~ two proper­
t.ir;::: :t~:cut ':.i'ldch tbc. revied cor:~.;:.i tt(~e -we:>~ p;:~rticular ly cone(~ rn0d., tJ;~ 

i.o,lisi<~•:o. l'urc.lru.:;.:-: ::iurvc.::y t·:<tr:~<·.t anti. tJ,,, h~:,~dn.gton County Cou:r ~::~ou~c,. 
t:cra 0c•t.;! m'lt;cr:.::.d :in the, ::e,tionnl Ef..'[Ltit,::r em Tf;Ut"tl<>ry 23, 197 ,~~ '.iho 
i)tD<!r four ~rot•ertJ;-:!4, J~cot. ·.~olfe' ~~ou~:: ', l<ivcr !'roat hot:~l, Tr:apnr~.ll 
L:.till, e1.nd Old inndf)l;Jl.l C.:;P .. mt:; Ccm.·iJ,(H.Io··<'-~ :.n:-~o!" still ~·.::.;.~dJ.ng . 

If e~:.:-:c ·:~·~"!rf;r<ncy ."ri~;as ~ .. co;1nectio;'. \1lt.:~ cu{'. of tr.c1:;e bu:f.ldi1}~~t;, •.:e 
\..f:tl.l ~ ... ;..::. L~~-1-~1~' to ~~·q,uCitc t!1t! 'I·evie~~ of t:.;r,-~ nwin·i..~ati.on. b.e. 'GC i!rlVf" 

l:lt:ut~.< £:.t:: ff a•<<i '" ~-.J.::t a cout.i:n.u:.: .S.:ui:lux of ~101.-:<l <~~t:lons .tb~ :wrmal 
re ·i£r.w ;-;:c.:.•ces::~ t.mt!.:lJ1y t;;J.r-:s :.z~:v~r::~1 J:1ont!.a. \•?c... app:->:·ci.:Jte your pnti~Srtc<.~. 

cc: 

C~ad::..::-. A. Hcrrinf.;to~ 

c:~~cf. );•.'.v~.:.:,'i.' Unit 
~luti(\fJ..nl ~l~&i::;tcr 

Hr. 1a111am E. Henderson. Arbu1sas Departi::cnt of Parks & TourisR, State 
Cap:! tol -I:.ootu ll!), Little: r;ock., ArkanBas 722('!1 l..J/ cy inc 

Director, Soutlriiiest Region H/cy inc 
LI - l'lr. WJ.nge 
PHR - w/c:y inc 
CSHULL:so-p 3/6/73 BASIC FILE RETAINED IN PHR 



ARKANSAS HISTORIC PRESERVATION PROGRAM 
1023 WEST THIRD STREET 

March 28, 1973 

Mr. Jerry L. Rogers 
Chief of Registration 

LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72201 

National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Roge rs ; 

501 374-0375 

As you requested on 3-23-73,1 am returning the Jacob Wolf 
House nomination with an original USGS Map which shows the 
location of this property. 

Kindest regards, 

Gene Richardson 
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 

FER: lka 
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}~r. ~lilll<'ll:\ :: . ::1. · ~1 dcrson 

L>i l"ector 

MAR 3 0' 1973 

Ar: an:::..::H.> ia!part.-aent of Parks and 
Touriclll 

St~te CnpitoJ - noom 149 
Little 11 o<:1' , 1\t·l.ansas 72201 

Dear }fr • her r ~?Son : 

In responsP to your requ~st for the status of six nominations ~e have 
co1sultcd our rtles and have listed the properties belm.:. 

1. I.ou:!t> ana Purchase Survey Y;arker Added to t he Register 
2/23/72 

" Ha::;llir~tor. County Courthouse Added to the Register .... 
2/23/72 

3. Jacob i!oJ.: i:unsc Feceived 10/19/72 in 
revie'\11 

"· River Fror:.t Hotel Received 10/19/72 iu 
review 

i . Trapual l J 1r<·u Received 1/3/73 in 
review 

C:ld };J;U ~t~c ~ ..• , ~ · .... .u ty Courthouse Receivr;;: d 1/3/73 :'Ln 
review 

/,u • 1l l1 Ln \J, ' • l ~~\T( ' hc<m behind in the r eview of nominations hecllusa of 
shn't' t. : Lnff1 ••;; . 1 • . ; nre beginning to catch up with our l:acklog and should 
b<? ~~- i:'!"nt f .·lli.: :von. . 

cc: 

Sincerely yours . 

Cl1arl es A. Herrington 
Ch1.ef , Hcvl e~r l!nit 
i·:ational Rcgic;t~r 

JJJ rector, :: ou thm~s t R· · 1• · u Icy inc 
l.I 
l 'IH ~ , w/ cy Jnc 
!C I OLLER: so-p 3/ 28 /7 3 , ' .'IC FILE HETAINED IN riiR 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE 

Date Entered 

Name 

~f (.rae b) BoUJil& 

l 

Also M'otified 
Hon. John L. McClel lan 

• J. • bri t 
Bon. John P. rae 1 

• Wilbur D. Mille 

Director , Southwest Region 

Location 

149 
IU""ll"~o~UIIa8 72201 

~NRowland:lmp 4-24-73 

I 


