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The Washington Street Shoe District covers approximtely 11 acres i nthedowtown in-<
dustrial and comercial center of Haverhill. The district includesall of thebuildings
al ong Washington Street from Washington Square t o Railroad Square, all that form Vsh-
ington Square, all on Wngate Street and sone on Essex Street and Railroad Square.
Nearly all of thebuildings areof brick construction over theperiod 1856-1930, and
except for theground floors, retain nearly all of their original facades. The majority
of thebuildings have a great variety of decorativebrick work design and nearly all
have omament ati on of terra cotta tiles or panels. O those buildings withinthe
district on Washington Street which were constructedafter thefire of 1882, only one
has been torn down (with nothingrebuilt i nits place) andthree have been reduced t o
one story. Not one new building has intruded upon this section of buildings, all of
which were erectedwithin thesane year. The district has maintained its architectural
integrity, without permanent intrusion, over 100 years' time.

The earliest building i nthedistrict i stheFranklin Block (#1) which was built in

1856. The original granite lintels, heavy brownstone quoins and wooden bracketed cornice
remain, although thefirst floor and parts of t hesecond floor have been unmercifully
moder ni zed.

The Goonbs Building (#3), 1860, was built for t hesame manufacturer as t he Franklin

Bl ock and shows how extensively t heltalianate style had developed i nthis area.

Al though thefirst floor has been sacrificed, t heupper three stories remin untouched.
The building i stwelve bays long, with pilasters dividing i tinto two four-bay sections,
one three-bay and another one-bay section. | ti ssixbays wide, with thepilasters
dividing i tinto twothree-bay sections. O thesecond andthird stories the w ndows
have segmental arched brownstone lintels with keystones, and on t hefourth floorthe
rounded arched wi ndows ar e connected by horizontal banding. Brackets support thedeep
eaves.

The Washington Block (#5) was built i n1868 and faces onto Washi ngton Square. The
four-story brick building has suffered considerablealteration. |tsoriginal bracketed
cornice remains ontheside elevations, but has been replaced on t hefront by a copper
cornice flush with thebuilding. Four bays on thethird floor east end of t he facade
have been taken out and replaced by two | arge wi ndows. The first floor has been [ost
to storefront alterations. Also ontheside elevations aretheoriginal cast iron
fire doors and granite lintels remain throughout.

Unlike its predecessors, the Wngate Associates Building (#11) i s nuch larger i n scale
than other factories i nthedistrict. Erected i n1910, t hebuilding i sseven stories
high and constructedof yellowhbrick. There arefewdecorativeelenents, although a
bracketed comi ce and string course between t hesixth and seventh floors provi de sone
relief tothefacade.

The Central Fire House (#14) i sdistinguished by its rather squat Ronanesque arched
doorways and its varying wi ndow detail. The tall, rectangul ar second-story w ndows ar e
grouped i nsections of tw's and three's. The windows on thethird floor are arched.
There i sa four-story tower on t hesouthwest comer, and a large terra cotta cartouche
on thefacade with t henanme and date of t he building.

The Whittier Hotel (#16) was originally known as t heHotel Webster when it was built
continued
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The Washington Street Shoe District i ssignificant for itsassociationswith Haverhill's
illustrious shoe-making industry andfor its well-preservedarchitectural character.

Shoe- maki ng as a whol esal e business began near theendof t he 18th century, and by t he
md-19th century it was t hepredom nant industry of Haverhill. As machinery was invented
to take over nmany of t hepreviously hand-done procedures, manufacturers were ablet o
centralize their work, anda nunmber of brick factories were erected along Merrimck
Street, east of Washington Square. A fewof themstill survive, such as theFranklin
Block (#1), built i n1856for Franklin Brickett andoriginally occupied by four shoe
firm anda grocer.

Over t henext decade anda half the shoe industry continued t o expand westward from
Merrimack Street t oWashington Square with Franklin Brickett once again having a building
erected i n1860- originally theBrickett Building, though nowknown as t he Goonbs Buil di ng
i#3y. The Washington Bl ock (#5) was conpleted i n1868for t he Chase Brothers and girder
supports were built into theeast side connected with the Goonbs Building i norderto
support thelittle River Building (#4)which was built directly over Little River. The

last building of that period was t hewooden Lafayette Block (#7) finished i n1871 for

the Chase Brothers.

The next nove was still farther tothewest - totherailroad which brought the shoe
buyers t o town. The Gardner Block (#35) wasbuilt onRailroad Square i n1872for Edwi n
W Garnder, a shoe manufacturer, andover thenext seven or eight years nearly allthe
manufacturers built both wooden and brick structures along Washington and Wngate Streets
to house their operations. Thecity' s manufacturers hadearned a great reputation for
the quality of their shoes, nmany of which were awarded nedals at t he Centennial Expo-
sition of 18761 nPhiladel phi a.

Oh thenight of February 17, 1882 a fire broke out i noneof thefactories on Washington
Street and by t he nmorning nearly tenacres of theshoe district was leveled, including
fifteen major blocks, a nunber of other buildings used for manufacturing andtwelve

dwel ling houses. Only four blocks i nthedistrict (the Gardner Block of 1872, t he Currier/
Sanders Block of 1877, t he Swett Block of 1879andt heKelly Block of 1881) remined
standing from Wngate Street totheriver and Washington t oRailroad Square. Over 75
firm were burned out and nore than 3000 nen andwonen |ost their jobs.

By thefollowing week nearly every insured manufacturer hadrelocated andplans were

continued
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#7:
and t he original Queen Anne panel doors still survive.

The Adans Buil ding (#45) was also built i n1882 and i san interesting building which
draws on theltalianate style for itscom ce decoration of swags and |ions' heads.
The wi ndows exhibit an influence of t heFrench Academ c style. The front facade
above t hestreet level i scompletely faced with light sandstone, and t heother walls
are of brick.

#8:

already being made for rebuilding. Josiah M Littlefield, Haverhill'smost promnent
architect, who hsad designed t he Sanders/Currier Block (#37) and itstwin the Taylor
Block (#38) was already preparing plans for twenty-three stores; and for several of them
the brick had already been purchased. Oliver Gddings, a contractor from Exeter, NH
was given a nunber of contracts for thebrickwork and i s known t o be responsible for

the Prescott Block (#49), Gl man Block (#48), and Nichols Block (#46). O her nmasons
whose work i s known are SF. Foster of Maine i nt heAdans Buil ding (#45), the Chase

and Durgin Block (#40) and t heBishop Building (#22) ; Coon Brothers for the Goodrich,
Porter and Ki mball Block (#41) and a M. Mirphy for thenew Taylor Block (#38).

Unlike theother m |l towns along theMerrimack River, Haverhill continued tobuildthe
smal | er factories suitable for theshoe industry - each with itsow individuality dic-
tated by thefinancial standing and personal taste of each individual shoe manufacturer.

By October of t he same year, 26 of theblocks i nthedistrict had been conpleted (#16-30,
38-49) which included 23 buildings for manufacturing shoes or other shoe relatedin-
dustry, two banks (the Merrimack Bank Buil ding (#47) and t heFirst National Bank (#44)),
and a hotel, theWiittier (#16), was finished on theexterior. Haverhill's recovery
astounded even the nmost optimistic observers with thespeed with which t hearea was
rebuilt. The industry not only survived but flourished.

Haverhill shoes, and particularly thefancy shoes for |adies known then as slippers,
continued t owi nworld-wide acclaim and recognition, with numerous nmedals going t o local
manufacturers at t heExposition of Paris i n1889 and t he Col umbi an Exposition of 1892.
In both thequality and quantity of shoes nmade, Haverhill earned t henickname of "Queen
Slipper City of theWrld."

The area continued as thecenter of Haverhill's shoe industry through theturn of the
century, but expansion of thesize of thefirms and t he space needed by them brought new
and larger growth along Essex Street and beyond. Buildings such as the7-story Wngate
Associates Building (#11) of 1910 and t he CG Ellis Building (#13) of 1920 were exanpl es

of theboom of theearly part of this century. Other post-fire buildings included

continued
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#8:

inthe district are the Pilling Block (#32) , the Pearson Block (#15) of 1884, the Central
Fire House (#14) of 1893, the Railroad Square Building (#28) of 1897, the Haverhill
National Bank Building (#2) of 1915, the Post Office Building (#51) and Confort Station
(#50) both built in 1930, and the Spofford Annex (#33) to the Haverhill Trade School

in 1952.

Al'though there were a few commercial businesses on Washington Street following the
fire (a cafe, billiard parlor and hairdresser in the Prescott Block (#49); an insur-
office inthe Potter Block (#20); and a Dining Room coffee and spice shop, provision
dealer and tobacconist in the Webster Building (#17)) nearly the entire area was used
for the shoe industry and related industries. But as the industry continued to expand,
nurerous firms outgrew these buildings and a continuous change from industrial to com
merci al began, particularly on the first floors.

A nurber of factors combined to bring an end to the golden days of Haverhill's shoe
industry - the importation of cheaper shoes, the inability of local manufacturers to
adjust to change within the industry, the activities of the local unions and finally

the Depression. The buildings saw a great variety of uses froma furniture store,

pl unbing supply, billiard parlor and motorcycle shop in the Marsh Building (#18);

a cleaner and dryers, printing establishment, and restaurant in the Nichols Block (#46);
a cigar store, cafe and boot black in the Sanders/Currier Block (#37); a drug store,
stationers and union hall inthe J. C Tilton Building (#26); to the Lafayette Block (#7)
which was used as a theatre for noving pictures and at one time had Louis B Mayer as
manager .

Thus far the work of two architects has been positively identified as being responsible
for the majority of those buildings erected in 1882 after the fire. C WIllis Danon

and Josiah M Littlefield, both living in Haverhill previous to and after the fire, were
i ndeed responsible for much of what was built in Haverhill between 1860 and 1915. In
the district Littlefield is known to have drawn plans for eight buildings: the Central
Fire House (#14), the Fitts and Davis Building (#24), the JC Tilton Block (#26), the
Russ S Noyes and Carleton Block _{#29), the Sanders/Currier Block (#37), the Taylor Block
(#38), the Adans Building (#45) and the Nichols Block (#46) . Danon i s known to have
drawn the plans for five buildings: the Jaques Block (#21), the Bishop Building (#22),
the Chase Block (#40), the Finney Block (#43) and the Crafts Building (#24). H is also
suspected to have been responsible for the Bishop Block (#30) and the Whittier Hotel
(#16) . | t woul d seemthat a nionber of the buildings were sinply carpenter-built and
desi gned, but one other building thus far has been documented - the Goodrich S Porter
and Kimball Block was drawn up by Arthur H Vinal of Boston (#41).

Architecturally, the Washington Street Shoe District presents an amazingly unified

and well|-preserved streetscape. Since the majority of the buildings were erected in

the sane year, the district reflects a central thene of architectural devel opment while
at the sane time showing the individual tastes of the various factory owners. Wth

the exception of ground floor storefront renovations, there are no nodern intrusions, and
the fine and varied architectural detail on the floors above remains intact.
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Advisory

Council On e NALIN
Higoric nil~» -
Preservation

1322 K Street NW.
Woashington D.C.
20005

NOV21 WB

M. uavid J. Duncan

Assistant City Planner

Department of Community Pl anning
and Devel opnent, Room201

City of Haverhill

Four Sunmer Street

Haverhill, Massachusetts 01830

Dear M. Duncan:

O Novenber 13, 1978, the Council received a determnation fromthe
City of Haverhill that the Jaques Bl ock Revitalizatlon Program

and the Phoenix Row Pedestrlanizatlon Programwould not adversely
affect thn Washin™rnn Street Shoe District, Haverliill,
Massachusetts, a property Included i n the"National Register

of Historic Places. The Executive Director does not object

to your determnation for the Phornix Row Pedestrlanizatlon Program

A copy of your determ nation of no adverse effect, for the Phoenix
Fow Pedestrlanizatlon Program and this concurrence should

be included in any assessnent or statcrii'nt prepared for this
undertal:ing in conmpliance with the liational Environment Policy

Act and shoul d be kept in your records as evidence of your
compliance with Section 106 of tlie National Historic Preservation
Act of 1966 (16 US C 470f, as anended, 90 Stat. 1320).

After reviewof the documentation supporting your determ nation of
no adverse effect for the vTaques Bl ock Revitalizatlon Programwe
find that i tis inadequate. Therefore, please submt the following
additional information toenable us t oconplete our review of your
determ nation.

1. Photographs of the buildings t obe demolished and t he
surrounding streetscape. Please keythese photos toa site
pl an showing the boundaries of the Historic District and
the bl ocks adjacent t othe building to be demolished.

2.  Any plans or schematics that show the design of the new
parking facility andits relationship tothesurrounding
Historic District.
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To expedite conpliance with Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966 (16 US C 470f, as anmended, 90 Stat.
1320) we woul d appreciate receiving this material as soon as
possible. Upon receipt of adequate documentation for t he Jaques
Block Revitalizatlon Programwe shall initiate our 45-day review
of thedetermnation of no adverse effect. | fyou have any
questions, please call M. Sharon Conway at 202-254-3967.

Thank you f or your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Myra F. Harrison

Assi stant Director

O ficeof Review
and Conpl i ance j-



JAN 5198

M. David J. Duncan

Assistant City P anner

Departnent of Gnmunlty Pl anni ng '
and Devel opnent, FRoom 201

Gty of Haverhill

Four Sunmexr Street

Haverhill, Massachusetts 03 80

Dear M. Duncan:

On January 2, 1979, the Council received additional |nformation
fromtha Gty of Haverhill to support your previous datarmnation
that tha Jaques Bl ock RavitallKation Programwoul d not adversely
affect the Véshington Street Shoe District. Haverhill,
Massachusatt 70 The Véshington Street Shoe District was Included
in the National Register of Historic Places in 1976.

The Jaques Bl ock Revitalizatlon Programrequires denolition of

two buildingsinthe Véshington Street Shoa District; tha Spofford
Annex and the Ganite Die Building. However, neither building
contributes tothe architectural or historical continuity

of the district andtheir renoval 'woul d not effect those
qualities of significance that qualified the District for
inclusion intha National Register of Historic Places. Therefore,
the Executive Director does not object to your determnation of

no adverse effect.

A copy of your datarmnation of no adverse affect, along with
supporting docunentation and this concurrence, shoul d be
included I nany assessnent or statement prepared for this
undertaking in conpliance with the National Environnental

Pol i cy Act and shoul d be kept i n your records as evidence of



your conpliance %.th Section 106 of the National Hstoric

Preservation Act of 1966 (16 US C 470f, as anended, 96 Stat.
1320).

Tour continued cooperation i S appreciated.

Sincerely, J
N
SR :
Mra F. Harrison
Assistant Director . 4 '

Ofice of Review and Gonpl i ance

S0 M\
H.O H.D BCSTON
VHFES R















