
FORM B - B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of form 
Photo number 

Exp ,2 R o l l 2 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

In Area no. Form no. 

1I|2-G-

1. Town Worcester 

ionic Avenue Addre s s 

Name Masonic Temple 

Present use i i ieet ins h a l l s and head­
quar t e r s f o r s eve ra l chapters of 

Present owner V/orcester Ilasonic 

_ ^ . .̂ C h a r i t y and Education 
3. Description: A s s o c i a t i o n 

Date 
1911; 

Source Worcester Ilagazine 

Style C l a s s i c a l R e v i v a l 

Architect George C, H a l c o t t 

Exterior wall fabric b r i c k . 

Outbuildings (describe) none 

Other features monumental I o n i c 
colonnade, pedimented en t ry frame 
v r i t h bronze doors , r u s t i c a t e b r i c k -
work 

Altered 

Moved 

•no Date 

no;. Date 
Assessors ' Book 3, 'D, 9 

OTTM 5- Lot size: Lots 10, 1 1 , 1 3 / l i i , 15, 
i q / ? / $ k W ^ / V / . / S 5 2 0 3 n '^^^ 17 53,602 s q . f t . lM/^LfcgyDaCJ/ ^ i f f O ^ - ^ ^ - ^ ^cre or less Over one acre 

Approximate frontage 271 

Approximate distance of building from street 

20 ' 
V/, c: H , Seaman 

6. Recorded by B .H . P f e i f f e r 

Organization '-^'orc. Her i t age Pres . Soc. 

Date iTovember 1977 " 

(over) 

30M-5-77 



7. Original owner (if known) I lasonic C h a r i t a b l e and Educa t iona l A s s o c i a t i o n 

Original use .'=snni r-. 'TRripl ^ fn-r thp. nsR n f a l l Worcester chapters 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts settlement invention 
Commerce ZZZZ Industry Social/ " 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community development Political Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

The Masonic Temple i s a monumental b r i c k b u i l d i n g approximately 
four and one half stories high \ j±th a rectangular f l o o r plan. The 
structure's facade s i t s on a high basement and i s framed by yrlAe piers 
of b r i c k l a i d up to give the appearance of r u s t i c a t i o n . Set between 
the piers are eight Ionic columns between which are windows set i n 
blind-arch frames (1st storey) and decorative b r i c k panels (second 
storey). At the facade's center i s an elaborately decorated entry 
set i n an earred architrave and surmounted by a pedimeit on consoles. 
Above the facade's coluinns are an entablature and cornice above which 
is a series of square l i g h t s , surmounted by a b r i c k parapet. Side 
elevations of the b u i l d i n g repeat much of the briclairork, cornice and 
moulded t r i m of the facade, but lack columns and decorated windoiT 
surrounds. At present the Masonic Temple i s i n o r i g i n a l condition, 

i^emasonry got i s f i r s t foothold i n Worcester i n 1793 when Isaiah 
Thomas founded the Morning Star Lodge, As w i t h so many other social 
and f r a t e r n a l organizations, the Masons grex̂ r r a p i d l y i n numbers during 
the ninetoenth century, p a r t i c u l a r l y toxvard the t u r n of the century. 
By 1910 a committee was established to look i n t o b u i l d i n g a new head­
quarters, as the Masons' temple of nearly f i f t y years on Pearl Street 
had been outgroxm. Land was purchased on Mov/er's Avenue, now Ionic 
Â ênue (the street name was rep6^'teaiy :changed due to the imposing'- -
qu a l i t y of the Masonic Temple's ionic colonaade). Construction was 
carried out i n 1911, from plans dravm by Mr, George Halcott, the super­
intendent of public buildings of the City of Worcester, At the time 

( c o n t , ) 
10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 

early maps, etc.) 

I fo rces te r Magazine, Sept , 1911| ( A r t i c l e and p h o t o s , ) 
i l u t t , C, H i s t o r y o f Worces ter , v o l . I I , pp , 927-935 ( h i s t o r y of 

Masonic chapters i n V/orcester) 
Rice , F , D i c t i o n a r y o f Worcester , p , 62, 
Rice , P, V/orcester o f lcj9C), pp . 267-271, 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM ŜSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Ccmmunity: Form No: 
V/orcester 

11.2-G} 

Property Name: 
Zsioale 

Indicate each item on inventory form vAich is being continued belcw 

9. • • ; ' • 
of i t s completion the b u i l d i n g contained a d r i l l h a l l and banquet h a l l 
on the f i r s t f l o o r , a "Grecian Chamber" on the second, an "Egyptian 
Chamber" on the t h i r d , and a Gothic Chapel, The hes.viness of the 
building's d e t a i l s and i t s scale make i t one of the f i n e r examples-^of 
Classical Revival architecture i n V/orcester, 

Staple to Inventory form at bott 
om 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 
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