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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

\§!The Liston House is a brick, three-bay, gambrel-roofed structure
with a subsidiary frame wing on axis to the south. Two chimneys pierq
the roof line at the north and south walls of the main structuref\\

The eaét, or front, facade is laid in Flemish bond with fire-
glazed headers. The roof is punctuated by two shed-roofed dormers.
rThe facade is distinguished by a beveled water course that drops undei
the center bay to accomodate the entry. The entxry portal is
surmounted by a rectangular light, and is covered by a porch of recent
origin which stretches along the front facade. Below the water coursd
in each side bay, a segmental arch defines a basement window.

The nofth facade is an integral brick wall with a gambrel gable.
The west facade is quite similar to the east in its disposal. Laid
in common bond brick coursing, the north and west walls are belted
by a équared water course; 7 |

The infefior of the Liston Hbuse is composed of two major rooms.
The north room, the larger, is accessible through the entries to the
east and west, and communicates to a similarly disposed upper floor by

a stair to the side and front of the chimney. The oom adjoins
YR

the lower wing.
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Egggﬁd Liston built his house around 1739 his father,
Morris Liston, h;a bought sometime before 1702. In that year, the
elder Liston received a patent from the government of William Penn,
but he was mentioned earlier, in 1680, as owning land adjacent
to the land Ephraim Herman bought from an Indian named Mechaeksit.
There is also a confirmation of land on Cedar Creek to Morris Liston
in the Duke of York Record, dated 1675.

The position of Liston's house, near the water's edge, was a
Precarious one, especially in the first half of the eighteenth
century when privateers prowled the waters of Delaware Bay. On the
morning of July 12, 1747, "a Company of Foreigners, Spaniards, to thg
number nineteen" disembarked near his home, ransacked it, seized a
Negro girl, and forced Liston at gunpoint to accompany them to the
home of his neighbor James Hart, where the plundering was repeated.

Liston and Hart took their case to the Provincial Council of
Pennsylvania, demanding that the government guarantee its citizens
security. Governor Thomas, executive of Pennsylvania and of the thrde
Lower Counties, was in England, so the Council was forced to consult

members of the Pennsylvania Assembly. Their disagreement over

tactics revealed growing tensions in the colony between the beliefs
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)-—--

during the period of Continental wars.

Two ships were setting sail for England on July 22, ten days after

the incident in Delaware. The Council agreed that:

", .. accounts of the several Publick Matters that had been
before the Council since the departure of Governor Thomas,
particularly those relating to . . the late bold Act of
the Spanish Privateer in Plundering Liston's and Hart's
Plantations shou'd be transmitted to the Proprietaries."

The message emphasiged the concern of the people for their defense

in the face of such attacks, and the concern of the Council itself over

its lack of authority to pass laws.

The Assembly of Pennsylvania was less concerned. The answexr the

members sent to the Council held that:

... the Defense of the Province hath been a matter already
much controverted. And were we under no Restraint from the
Principles profess'd by most of us, it would not be a easy
Task to persuade us that the measures which have been
proposed for the Defense of the Province, either by erecting

fortifications or building Ships of War, would be of any
real use to the Province."

The Assembly maintained that the surrounding colonies, as well as

the difficult navigation op.- Delaware, formed a buffer zone for

Pennsylvania. Inhabi & df o€

own risk.
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