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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Marshall Square Historic District is comprised of sixteen architecturally 
significant buildings . Dating from the early 20th century, few of the district's 
buildings have undergone major alterations. These sixteen houses were built for 
rental property and· are virtually identical to each other except for minor var­
iations in roof lines or porch placement. 

Marshall Square has eight houses facing 17th Street and eight houses facing 18th 
Street . It retains the scale and density of early 20th Century rental houses. 
The district is primarily commercial residential in character. Each unit is a 
Victorian cottage suitable for single-family dwelling. 

Buildings contr~~uting to t Qe Gharac~~~ o~ . the district: 
. •' '. l . 

I I 

The Marshall Square historic district consists of sixteen frame single-family res­
idences . Each of the sixteen housesJfor all practical purposesJis identical. The 
houses have four-inch weatherboard exteriors and high hip roofs. Fish scale siding 
is present around some of the dormer windows. All of the windows are double-hung 
with four or eight lights . Six of the houses on 17th Street have 14 colored lights 
surrounding a larger central light . All houses have a brick chimney connecting 
to a flue in the house. All of the houses are one storey mounted on piers. The 
fronts of the houses have brick foundations. The front porches are about 200 
square feet. They have wooden-decks and two entrances on the front porch. Each 
house is 1,036 square feet . The houses have wood floor joist, pine floor, plaster 
walls arid lO . foot ceilings. The plans consist of two bedrooms, living room, dining 
room, ki~c~~n.Jand bath. 

,: . .. .. 
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Marshall Square is a well-preserved group of early Twentieth Century row houses. 
Occupying an entire city block in the city of Little Rock, the sixteen structures 
present a good example of vernacular architecture. As a group, these houses 
maintain a strong link to the history of Little Rock through their design and 
cohesive placement on the block. In spite-. of· <F new school -be-ing const;ructed to 
the north in the block across 17th Street and Interstate-3D across McAlmont Street 
to the east, Marshall Square retains the ambience and scale of a grouping of early 
Twentieth Century residences. The block referred to as Marshall Square is bounded 
on the east by McAlmont Street, by 18th Street on the south, 17th on the north and 
Vance on the west. 

In 1906 Mr. Josephus C. Marshall acquired the property where the sixteen houses are 
situated. The land was a part of the Bragg Estate which included a large section 
of the now historic residential area of Litf ie"a6ck. At the time of Marshall's 
purchase, the land was considered on the oUtski~ts .of the city. Records indicate 

-=. C., .-· • , r) »- ; 

that J. c . Marshall had completely' paid . for the -property by 1913 . In · l9p-1~18 " 

Marshall constructed the sixteen structures on the block as rental property. 
Eight of the houses were built facing 17th Street and eight facing 18th Street. 
The middle portion of the block was open space. 

At the time of construction of the houses, the area was strictly residential. 
Several changes have occurred to the neighborhood since. Interstate-30 is adjacent 
to the property on the east. On the north, an entire block of homes has been razed. 
The Arkansas Highway Department is constructing an elementary school on this site. 
The next block north (15th and 16th Streets) will be the Interstate 30-630 inter­
change. 

Josephus C. Marshall was born in 1856 and died in 1926. He was a prominent lawyer 
and real-estate developer in Little Rock. Marshall Square remained in the same 
family until 1978 when the present owners purchased the block. 

The uniqueness of Marshall Square lies in the similarity in design and cohesive 
placement on one block of sixteen houses. Plans are being formulated to develop 
the block and maintain the early Twentieth Century charm and architectural features 
of the exteriors. The central area is to be utilized as a green area for use by 
all residents of the block. 
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Prese"'ation Act-of J966 (Public Law 89-665). I 
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TECHNICAL.-
Photos __;~=-__. 
Maps I 
Community ?lanning is checked as area of significance, but 
importance of this particular group of rental properties in 
relation to other clusters of buildings in city is not established 
in terms of planning. Last paragraph of #8 i•,al· that there is 

no other such grouping in the city, or area, but does not detail. 
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sixteen 5-room houses, nearly identical in de- ARCHITECTURAL HIS ORlAN 
sign, comprise this early 20th century district. The ~ 
properties appear somewhat deteriorated but still re-
tain their simple 1 vernacular arcbi tectural features 
- thus maintaining a sense of time and place. There 

are no intrusions other than rear yard clutter. Present owners 
plan to rehabilitate the block and utilize the central area (rear 
yards) as common green space for all residents. 
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