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Built in 1888, the C. R. Handford House is a two and one-half storey, 
wood frame house with gable hip roof of diamond-shaped asbestos 
shingles. 

Distinguishing exterior features include a veranda across the entire 
facade of the house and two-thirds of the northeast side, a center 
gable atop an offset bay on the facade, and a two-storey, semi-decagon 
bay located midway on the southwest elevation. Of particular interest 
are the scalloped shingles which wrap around two-thirds of the 
second storey on the southwest , southeast and northeast elevations. 

The lathe turned posts of the veranda are delicate in appearance, as 
are the thin brackets surrounding each post . These delicate features 
are countered by the porch railing with solid scroll-cut panels 
spanning the space between the posts. 

The interior organization of the C. R. Handford House is a side hal 1 
plan three rooms deep. Stairs on the outside wall of the hal !way lead 
to the second storey. The second storey is a central hall with five 
rooms and a bathroom . Double parlors connected by large sliding 
wood panelled doors open onto the side hallway. The original dining 
area, now used as a bedroom, has a semi-decagon bay. It is entered 
from the end of the hallway, and connects to the rear parlor by double 
sliding doors . A pantry passageway leads from the dining room to the 
rear kitchen. Located off the kitchen and behind the rear parlor on 
the northeast side of the house is an exterior latticed porch. 

A fireplace is located in the front parlor and is noteworthy for its 
ornate V lctorian mant l'ep-i ece. Other interior features inc 1 ude 
symmetrical molded trim with corner blocks and medallions, eleven-foot 
six~inch ~~ilings, four-i~ch tbngue and groove oak flooring, and 
ornate plaster wainscot in the original dining room. 

All exterior trim is plain with three-quarter round at all corners 
of wall surfaces on the porch. The house is raised on a four-foot 
six inch native stone foundation. Except for replacement of the 
original wood shingled roof, and removal of the chimney, the C. R. 
Handford House has changed very 1 ittle since its original construction . 

*See nomination of J . S. Handford-Schooler House 
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Built in 1888 by Charles Robertso n Handford (1842- 1911 ) , 
the house at 658 East Bo swell Street in Batesville is the 
mirror image of the house directly acro ss the street . The 
house at 659 East Bo swe l l was constructed at the same time 
by C. R. Handfo rd ' s younger bro ther, James Stanley . As 
twi n h ouses the two are unique in Batesville . 

The Handford bro thers were prominent members o f the business 
community in late 1 9th century Batesville . Their principle 
business was lumber , but they were also invo lved i n a stone 
quarry , lime manufacture , wholesale gro ceries , and banking . 
Each o f the twin h ouses o n Bo swell Street reflects the 
lifestyl e o f a successful businessman in late nineteenth 
century no rtheast Arkansas . 

Charles R. Handford was b orn in 1842 and reared in 
Philadelphia , Pennsylvania . About 1 8 57 he moved with his 
family t o Kansas, where he spent several year s wo rking 
in lumber and agriculture . In 186 2 he enl i sted in Company A, 
Sixth Kansas Cavalry, and ser ved in the Union army through­
out the Civil War . 

Fo llo wing the war , Handford met and married Sarah El l en 
Bro wn in Dubuque , I o wa . In 18 72 they moved t o Arkansas 
wher e they homsteaded timber lands at Alexander , s outh o f 
Little Ro ck . Handfo rd began .supplying firewood t o railro ads 
operating in the area . 

By 18 96 Charles Handfo rd ' s l umber business had expanded 
greatly, and his y ounger bro thers, J oe and Stanley, moved 
t o Arkansas t o assist in the operatio n . In 1882 , Charles 
Hand f ord began scouting s outhern Missouri and northern 
Arkansas t o find a better l o catio n f o r his growing business . 
After choo sing Batesville , Arkansas as the best area in 
which t o establ ish a cedar yard, C. R. Handford moved his 
lumber business there in 1884 . His cho ice was excel l ent 
and business was quite pro fitable . A c ontemporary adver­
tisement o f f ered "Mountain red cedar , telegraph p o les, 



Arkansa s Demo crat (Lit t l e Rock ) , June 22 , 1 952 . 
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8 . Significance (Handford- Terry House - Page 2 ) 

railwa y piling and split fence p o sts, and o ak, yello w pine, 
walnut and c otto nwood lumber" fro m C. R. Handford and 
Company . Business in Batesville c ontinued to pro sper as 
the Handfo rd Co mpany supplied great quantities o f piling, 
p o l es and fen c e posts t o the St . Louis, Iro n Mountain, and 
Southern Railro a d and the Co tto n Belt Railro ad . 

In 188 8 Charles Handford built the h ouse at 658 East Bo swell 
f o r his large family . The 2Yz storey frame house was designed 
in a simplified Queen Anne Victo rian style . The pro sperity 
o f the Handfo rd family was reflected in their ho me . Dis­
tinctive interio r features include brass hardware, o rnate 
plaster molding in the entry hall and dining r oom, and a 
highly deco rative mantle- piece in the fro nt parlo r . The 
h ouse is in excellent c ondition, and has changed very little 
since it was c onstructed . 

The significance o f the C. R. Handfo rd House lies in several 
areas . Architecturally, it is a goo d example o f a modest 
Queen Anne Vict ; rian h ouse, a style rare in Batesville . The 
almo st identical J . S . Handford House, l o cated directly 
oppo site, makes this pair o f late Victo rian structures unique 
in the Batesville area . Additio nally, the c. R. Handfo rd 
House illustrates the living accomodati ~ ns o f a family 
c onsidered wealthy in no rtheast Arkansas in the late 19th 
century . 

See nominatio n o f a. S . Handfo rd- Schoo ler House 
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