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Eliot Burying Ground, roughly a triangle with a rounded hypotenuse, lies 
at the corner of Washington and Eustis Streets, formerly the two main 
roads leading to Boston and Dorchester from Roxbury. Abutting it on the 
southerly tip is the former firehouse at 20 Eustis Street. Surrounding 
the entire ground is a pudding stone wall with a granite cap and cast-
iron gate, erected in 18J66. A later short iron fence has been set on 
top of the granite cap.v Paths are laid out in a meandering fashion 
among the irregularly laid stones, tombs, and mature trees. Unlike 
other historic cemeteries in Boston, few of the stones were rearranged 
in the 19th century's quest for symmetry and precision. The tombs are • 
organized in two ranges, ten in the ground's center which are the oldest, 
and along the brbdering wall twenty-seven more below grade of which 
three have large horizontal monuments over the graves. In 1882, a 
bronze tablet was placed on the entrance gate to commemorate famous , 
people within. 

The former firehouse, Italianate in style, is two story, red brick, one 
bay wide by 3 bays long with an early wood frame addition that extends 
the building by two full bays plus a small "eli". The roof is pitched 
with gable end to streets. Small brackets support the overhanging 
cornice which does not have complete return; at the corners it is 
supported by pairs of elaborate, elongated brackets. On the facade, the 
ground floor engine door is marked by rusticated granite blocks in a 
segmental arch pattern. Immediately above two narrow round head windows 
flank a slightly larger similarly shaped window. Each has granite sills 
supported on small brackets and rusticated granite window caps. Along . 
the sidewalls, plain rectagonal windows have plain granite sills and 
lintels. r̂e-•̂ f̂ ^̂ ^̂ '̂ e. 

Besides the rear additiorv recent changes include the bricking up of the 
engine entrance leaving only a small asymmetrical door and window. 

Although not within the boundary, the late 19th century brick industrial 
building that forms the north wall of the cemetery provides a protective 
buffer between it and the expressway beyond. 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

Eliot Burying Ground was the first in Roxbury, established just after 
the town's incorporation in 163t) from the common land, and remains one 
of Boston's oldest cemeteries. Roxbury was annexed to Boston in 1868. 

The significance of Eliot BuryTn̂ ;;̂  from its early establishment̂ the 
funerary art, and from those buried there. The first tomb built in the 
burying ground is that of the Dudley family, built before 1653. Buried 
here are Governor Thomaŝ udley, as well as Chief Justice Paul̂ ybudley, 
and Governor Joseph DudJ'ey, who er/ected the famous, hundred-oad mile­
stones in Norfolk County. The oldest headstone is that of Sameul 
Danforth's infant of 1653. The most famous, and third tomb, is the 
Parish or Eliot Tomb, built in 1687 in which are the remains of John 
Elieft, Apostle to the Indians, Biblical translator, and minister of the 
Is^ Church in Roxbury. Other ministers of this early congregation are 
also buried in the Parish Tomb. 

During the siege of Boston, the first defensive work constructed by the 
Americans was a redoubt thrown up across Washington Street (then Roxbury 
Street) and Eustis Street (then Dorchester-Street) and called Burying 
Ground Redoubt. It was subsequently enlarged and strengthened. 

The Eliot Burying Ground has more post-Revolutionary stones than 17th 
and 18th century and most are. in relatively intact condition. The 
funerary art illustrates vividly the Puritan concepts of death and 
immortality in the slate and stone markers which show winged death's 
heads or angels atop oblong stones. The more restrained imasjf-y of ui"ns 
and willows on post-revolutionary markers reflects the contemporary 
vogue in the decorative arts and architecture for classical motifs. 
Neoclassicism of the Federal and later periods was a con̂ ious attempt to 
recreate the forms - political and artistic - of the earliest democracy, 
Greece, and, later, the original republic, Rome. 

In 1819, the Town of Roxbury voted to build "a house for the Engine" on 
a corner of the burying ground "where the Hearse House" stood. In 1856 
older walls were replaced by the present granite wall and iron gates, ,<ĝy 
and three years later, the wooden engine house was replaced by the 
existing brickjfire house which forms part of the burying ground's southeaste-n 
border. The original land-operated engine. Torrent 6, was replaced 
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within the decade by a hook and ladder, and even la t e r (1889) by early steam 
engines. The rear of the building i n i t s additions and alterations indicates 
the type f i r e apparatus used during the late 19th c. Plans for i t s rehabi 
as a small museum are being actively contemplated. 

The location of the firehouse has h i s t o r i c a l significance i n t e g r a l l y related to 
that of the E l i o t Burying Ground i n that i t stands on the s i t e of the old "hears 
house"; i t i s vi s u a l l y and cohesively part of the same environment. 
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727-8*70 

National Register , , 
National Park Service ' % *' 
l8t h and C Streets 

Washington D.C. 20240 " ' \ * ' 

Attention: Charles Herrington, Chief of Register 

Dear Charles: 

CERTIFIED MAIL 

Enclosed are f i v e National Register submissions f o r the following properties: 

1. Boston, Suffolk County, E l i o t Burying Ground, 
'2k " " , Clapp Houses , 
3. " " , Youth's Companion Building, 
4» - " " , Park Street D i s t r i c t , 

Suffolk County Courthouse. 

These have been declared e l i g i b l e f o r submission by the Massachusetts 
Hi s t o r i c a l Commission, the State Review Board, and have been signed by the 
Secretary of the Commonwealth, John F.X.Davoren, Chairman of the Massachusetts 
Hi s t o r i c a l Commission and designated the State Liason Officer. 

Please note that the properties covered by these submissions are to be included 
i n our 1975 apportionment warrant. Therefore, we would appreciate your process­
ing these forms prompfcly* Please l e t us know i f any other information i s needed. 

Sincerely, 

•Elizabeth Amadon 
State Survey Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

ERA/ma 
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Honorable John F. X. Davoren ' 
Secretary of the Cotmaonwealth 
Ctiainsian, Massachusetts Historical 

Conralsslon '--ty' i; 
40 Beacon Street 
Boston» j^iassachusetts 021(^ 

Dear He. Davoren: 

We are returning the noaination for the Eliot Burying Ground in 
Hoxbury as the noraioated area does not appear to liave sufficient 
historical cohesivenesa to constitute an Integrated whole, although 
both companents, the cemetery and the firehouse appear eligible. 

You laay wish to aoolnate each eospon^t individually, thus recog­
nizing their individual importance. We look forward to reviewing 
the nominations. 

Sincerely yours. 

Acting Cbaxles A. Herrington (Sgd.) 

WllliaBi J. iiirtagh 
ji^ - V Keeper of the National Kegist«r 

Enclosures 
FNP:K Cole:egj 5/13/74 
bcc: Regional Director , M & i t M M t *v 

North A t l a n t i c Region 
Direc tor ' s Reading F i l e 
DI 
PR, Mrs. Mott w/c inc. 

IBASIC FILE RETAINED IN PR 

^ ' ' 1 > 
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7. TITLE AND DESCRIPTION OF APPLICANVS PROJECT 

E l i o t Burying Ground: Eustis Street Fire Station 
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brackets." 
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1977 07 15 
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National Park Service 
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Grants Administration Div 
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