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KATI CSAL REG STER (R TER A STATEMENT (i f appl i cabl e)

The ?Lezj Corner Historic Distrio- is acrpcsed of a grcu? of residences that data
frer tns early ru.neteer.th tc the early tven-ie-h century. These residences are of a
variety of architectural styles and zany are azcn® the best exanples of their stylesin

t-e citv. Inaddition, sone are Iccated z. cr near tha sites of First cr Second Period
houses that are no |onger standing. The area was one of the first inValtham to be
settlsd i nthe seventeenth century and remained a focus of pclitical and intellectual life

intil the early nineteenth century. Later inthe nineteenthcentury it was the center of

ze Swe"entcrgian zcvenent inVéltnamand inthe early IZzz centurr it vE= an area vr.ere -ary
rrcminen- citizens lived. The District thus neets criteria A and C of the National
r.egister.

r.'. (HTEOL L S QN H CANCE  Describe inpcrtant architectural features and evaluate in terns of
ciher areas within the comunity.

rietv Corner refers tc the area arcund the present intersection of Lexington and
Bacon streets and Totten Pent Head. Histtrically, Piety Corner includedall the land frcn
Farnswbrth Street on the scuth to College Farm Head cn the ncrth and from the intersection
Lyran and Beaver streets cn the east tc the intersecticn of Wnter Street and Pond End
School Lane on the west (Sanderson 192'~: |). Tnis disprict enconpasses a substantially
o _ _ cohesive Z‘rou~ ct i9zr. zrz eariy Jxkn. cen-
--ouses Cccl519-¢i9iC5) designed intne Federal, Geek Revival, I-alianate, nsard,
clrranter'scthic, Queen Ane and™ Col cnial Revival styles; a snail nu~ber of veil designed
institutional buildines highlight the area. The boundaries are specifically drawn to ex-
cludrinore recent buildings onfall sides. This district constitutes the |argest grouping
of well preserved historic buildings inthe city.

HSITGRGL SGNACNE Explain historical inportance of area and how the area relates tothe
ceve! opnent of other areas of the comunity.

Piety Ccrner was originally called "Hosier's Corner" after a seventeenth century
cwier of the | ot at the ccrner of Lexingtcn and Lincoln streets. [|tspresent na=e i s a
reference to the nany church deacons who lived in the vicinity during the eighteenth
century. A that tiae the actual corner was not the sane as at present, for the road
systens were different. Lexington Street did not exist south of Chapel Hill School (F139);
- instead, Beaver Street was the principal route comng up from Main Street, then the Geat
Country Road. Beaver joined Lexington Street somewhat north of their present
vintersection, and the main route west then ran along Lexington to Lincoln Street and
followed Lincoln and Wnter streets to Veston. The Piety Corner area was served by a
circular route conposed of Lincoln Street, College Farm Road, and Lexington Street.

Al though the land inthis area was divided up and granted as early as 1636,
settlement in the Piety Corner area did not occur until the late seventeenth century when
two or three houses were built (Sanderson 1927:3-5). By 1721 there were ten houses i nthe
area, one of which, the WIlliam Hagar House at 51 Sanders Lane, is still standing.(#135) Piety
Corner residentswere inmportant i nthe establishment of a separate neeting house at the
intersection of Beaver and Lyman streets in 1721 (Sanderson 1927:5) and were certainly
instrumental in the location of the first schoolhouse in the Wst Precinct, as Wl tham was

B B GFHY and/ or  REFEHENES
Arnstrong, Thonas H

1921 The Making of Lexington Street in Véltham Paper presented to Wltham
Historical Society.
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I NVBNTCF. Y FGR' M CONTI NUATI ON SHEET Coi'.Bignitv": Form No:

KASSACHUSETTS HI STORI C*. CO: ~SSI ON Valtham, MA F
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Fiety Corner H.D.

Indicate each itemoninventoiy formuvsiiich i s being continued bel cw.
ARCHI TECTUUAL SI GNI FI CANCE (cont'd)

Al'though the Piety Corner area has been settled since the la:..e seventeenth century,
the existing houses, with the exception of onenot included in the District (see 51
Sanders Lane form), date from the early nineteenth century. TheDistrict has several fine
exampl es of Federal farmhouses: the Sanderson-Bercis house at 380 Lexington Street
(ca.1819-1829, #Flit5> with itsretardataire south facade containing Georgian elenents,
and the Jonas Clark farnmhouse at 399 Lexington Street (1825, #FU8), still in a rural
settii.g much asi twas in the nineteenth century.

It isindicative of the devel opment of the Piety Corner area that i t has no G eek

Revival houses, for there was very little settlerent in the area during the 1830s and HOCS.
The next surge of building was tied t othe gromth of the Wl tham Swedenbor gi an
congregation in the niddle of the century. | nthe early 1850s, Benjasin Wrcester, who

becane the leader cf the congregation, settled in Walthamandbuilt the inpcsing
Italianate residence at 28 Worcester Lane (1553, [M:737)e This house, which has sore G eek
QNN A tts i s strikinglv sinilar tcandnEv t ea ccpv cf the house built bv Francis
Bl ancharc, a cenber cf the Swedenborgian ccngregaticn, at 228 Main Street |':53-1c5-,
AZTL).  (The only ether building inthe District that dates tothe [85-s, the Italianate
Pond End School, newthe Piety Corner Club at 2 Worcester Lane, was huilt in 1350 and
coved tothis site in 1917.)

In 1850, the lccus of the Waltham Swedenborgi an congregation at Fiety Corner was
confirned by the building cfits Chapel cnLexingtcn Street (i?FUM"; this English Country
Gothic style church remnins alnmost unchanged i n appearance since i twas rebuilt ;n 1H70
after afire. The Swedenborgians also started a school in the Piety Ccrner area;
originally located in the Church, the Wlthan: New Church School noved t oit scwn buildings
in 135%. Both the cress-shaped panel brick sohocl building (327 Lexington Itreet, rF1-0)
and the s=all dornitcry cottage (f-F139) that were built in 185 have -ansard roofs,
apparently the first appearance of this style in Walthaz and cnetnat influenced ether
conteaporary buildingsin the Piety Corner area. |n January 1554 the John Clark hcrastead
at 352 Lexingtcn Street had burned, andwhen i twas rebuilt i twas cade into ahigh-style
;talianate with a nansard rocf (1554, jtF1-3}. The Calvin Clark hcus;
street (#F142), wnich was also built in "I£54, also has a nansard reef
nere vernacular ltalianate house. Thecnly ether nansard in the Distr
Childs house at 395 Lexington (#F147), was built in 1575andis a nuch nere ccnventienal
mansard sinilar to many others built in Wlthan: at about the sane tine.

The Piety Corner Historic District has an unusual cellecticn c¢f houses tnat are what
mght be terned nineteenth century eclectic in style. Perhaps fcrenmcst antng these is the
"l etagon" at 351 Eacon Street (*F132), a building tnat was erected sonetine before 1575
and was eriginally an octagon that was later truncated to it spresent oddshape. Tr.e
r.euse i's a_i.the zcre unusual "m V¥ tWe ---c 1., oo g 5 :
the first floor andcnildren's playroom enthe second The Piety Q. AR
two of the very few, albeit very late, exanples of Carpenter Gothic m tne city, buttne

't that-ithese twohouséds e now al”~2ntst across the street fron each other i s shee.-
cei ncidence  The house at 326 Bacon Street {{T'l'l') was built cnthat site sczetine
between 1853 and 13-5, but the house with tne parge ecarcs &' -5 Baeon Street (i-F13'y was
actualiv built in M"! cn Str i1 ACVEC tt |ts pree;

to



I NVENTCRY FORM GONTI NUATI ON SHEET CwiSinjnity: Fom No:

MSSACHEETTS H STAR CAL GIWCSS ON
Office of the Secretary, Boston Valtham, MA F
Property Kare:
Pietv Corner H.I).

Indicate each item oninventory formwhich i sbeing continued bel ow.
ARCH TECTLI WL S GN F CANCE (cont' d)

The Piety Corner District has several exanples of Queen Anne style houses: the
Sherman Hoar house at 326 Lexington Street (1888, )?F138) with it scross-gabled ganbrel
roofs and a conical -roofed gazebo and t he Charles Balrd house at 395 Lexington Street
(1891, #F146) with alunettei nthefront gable and a centered gable barn. These houses
were built by thewell-to-do as single-familyresidences as were thelarge, elaborate
Colonial Revivals constructed at theturn of thecentury: theMrray denent house at 336
Lexington Street (1902, #F141) with a hipped roof and bowed front wall, thecCharles A
VWi tney house at 306 Lexington Street (ca. 1903, *F137) with a cross-gabled ganbrel roof
and massive fieldstonefoundation, andthe somewhat |ater Wlliam B Laighton house at 291
Bacon Street (ca. 1911, OF*29) with a ganbrel roof and shed dormers. The only Ceorgian
Revival house i nthePiety Corner Historic District i stheHoyt L. Conary house at 409
Lexington Street (ca. 1911-1915, "F149); i ti snotable for it snonumental two-story
portico ontherear facade.

ser.tr>— raOrT. 00'



T' NVENTQRY FC M CONTI NUATI ON SHEET Conrnunity: Form No:

MASSAQ USETTS H STORICAL GO M SSI QN Valtham, HA P
Office of the Secretary, Boston .
Property Nanip.“ ANV

Indicate each itemon inventory form\*ich isbeing continued bel cw
HI STORI CAL SI GNI FI CANCE (cont' d)

then called, onthe northwest corner of Eacon Street and Worcester Lane in 1733 (Sanderson
1919: 33-34). Bacon Street developed as "the way t othe school house" (Sanderson 1927:12;
Warren 1890:707). In the later eighteenth century, additional houses were built, mnany by
nenbers of families already establishedin the Piety Corner area, andLexington Street was
extended to Trapel o Road.

In the early nineteenth century the establishment of the Boston Manufacturing Conpany
in 1814 shifted the focus of settlement away from the Piety Corner area andtowards the
present city center, a change reflected in the extension of Lexington Street to Main
Street in the 1830s. The devel opnent that perhaps hadthe nmost significant long-term
i-ApTications for the Piety Corner area was the establishment ca. 1820 of a Swedenborgi an
congregation. After meeting for many years in the parlor of the John Clark house (see 362
Lexington Street; F134), in i860 the congregation built a chapel, nowthe Covenant
Con~regaticnal Cnurch at 379 Lexingtcn Street (rebuilt in 1S7Q, anda schcoi, nowthe

Chapel Hill Scheel; bctn nere residents t o tne areaand
established i t as a resi ei ghbernocd  The social inpact cf the congregation on
the area was formalized in 1556 wit e formation cf the Fiety Ccrner Club, originally a

social club for Church nenbers andlater, after the requirement of Church menbership was
cropped in 1903, the focus cf many nei ghborhood activites. (rl33)

By the turn of the twentieth century. Piety Corner was considered adesirable
residential area for the well-to-do, aview reflected inthe |arge Celonial Revival houses
built at that tine. Today Piety Ccrner remains anaffluent residential area though™ with
the'layi.ng out andconstructionof Totten Pond Road i n 1960 between the houses at 3=0 and
396 Lexington Street, the area has continual heavy traffic.

ir.ventcrv rorT". DC  -ain
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MASSAOXEETTS HISTORICAL CCMASSON Valtham, MA F
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Pietv Corner H.D.

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued belcw.
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VATI (KAL REG STER (R TER A STATBEMENT (i f applicable)

The ?ie-7 Ccrner HistoricDistrict is cciipcsed of a grcu? of resicencss that date

-1 "early eun-tee-.h tothe earlv twer.tierh century. These residences are of a
V'.-.eLy' 0" architectural styles and nany are a=xr.g the best exanples of their stylesi n
Arg~.-tv. -r addition, scae are located oncr near the sites of First cr Second Period
Nouser' “ha™ ar*- no longer standing. The area was one of the first in Vélthar: to be
settl-d*in the seventeenth century andrenained a focus of political andintellectual |i.e
-tMi"th" early nineteenth century. Later in the nineteenth century it was the center of
"N Mae-Mrbe-zian Eovenent in Vlthaa andin the early 20th century it was an area vnere nany

rrcninent citizens lived. TheDistrict thus neets criteria A ana C and Exception ACr
the National Register of Historic Places.

ARCH TECTURAL SIGNLFI CANCE  Describe inmportant architectural features andevaluate in terns of
ether areas within the commxjnity.

5-oty Cor™e- refers to the area around the present intersection of Lexington and
c.,";:4-t. andTotten Fond Head. Historically, Piety Corner included all the land fron )
"NoAswG'thitrie; onthe south to College Earn Head cnthe nerth and from the intersection ;
Beaver streets onthe east to the intersection of Wnter

Street and Pond i.nd
S*h*ol cnthe west (Sandersoh 1927:1). This district enconi ?asses a suDstantiaxly
DT U ,-=--N b-u-nari-= .*rav- tc include a cohesive group of i9rn anaearl} "Gnce..-
;i rg-,.ir; ctiic-cl910s) designed inthe Federal, Geek Revival, Italianate, Mansarc
6u-- “rne andCol cnial Revival styles; a sniall nunber or ve.| cesigned
reVer;::ioo:@™ "build*nas highlight the area. The boundaries are specifically aravn to ex-

:1;5;to0;e decent bunding! on"all sides. This district constitutes the largest grouping
cf well preserved historic buildings inthe city.

HSITARCAL SGNHCANE Explain historical

I nportance of area axd howthe area relatesto the
cevel opnent of other areas of the conmunity.

. P-ov Cc-er wasoriginally called "Hosier's Corner" after a seventeenth century
N

" Vthe ™az at the ccrner of Lexington andLincolnstreets.

_ 't spresent nane i sa
NN «®e to MhM Lny church deacons who lived inthe vicinity during ~he eign.een.n
cont;;;? 11 that tinme the actual corner was not the sane as at present, for ~heroad

systens were different. Lexington Street did not exist south
-instead, Beaver Street was the principal

Country Road! Beaver Joined Lexington Street sonewhat north °he r presen

.entersection, andthe main route west then ran along Lexington to Lincoln Street and
fo owed Unjoin and Wnter streets to Wston. ThePiety "-""[f [N "AMA[Ty A gef A

circular route conposed of Lincoln Street, College Farm Road, and Lexington Street.

A/\.f/\/\ht GeA
route comng up from Main Street, then tne

Athough the land in this area was divided up and granted as early as 1636,
s.ttir,°t ', t.e Piety Corn., area . 1. -our untU t.e laesee, eg, h

two or three houses were built (Sanderson 1927:3-5). By 1721 tnere wei ..M, #135) p.ety
area, oneof which, the WIliamHagar House at 51 Sanders Lane, is "1 J “tanding.(#135) Kety
Corner residentswere Inportant in the establishment of a separate meeting house at the
-intersection of Beaver andLynan streets in 1721 (Sanderson 1927:5) and were certainly
instrumental inthe [ocation of the first school house in the Wst Precinct, as V@l t hamwas

HBi @R MV or REFEENES

ottt AArt?s to°"s' T flexington Street | n»altha,.

Paper presented to «alt ha«
Historical Society.
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IN'VANTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET ConiTiunit>"; Form No:

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CONMISSON Valtham.  hIA F
Office of the Secretary, Boston ’
Property Negp.. , _ y
Fiety Corner H.D.

Indicate each item on inventory foxni v*ich is being continued belcw.

ARCHI TECTURAL SI GNI FI CANCE (cont'd)

Al'though the Piety Corner area has been settled since the la*-e seventeenth century,
the existing houses, with the exception of one not included in the District (see 51
Sanders Lane form), date from the early nineteenth century. The District has several fine
exanpl es of Federal farmhouses: the Sanderson-Becis house at 380 Lexington Street
(ca.1819-1829, i?Fl45), with itsretardataire south facade containing Georgian el ements,
and the Jonas Clark farmhouse at 399 Lexington Street (1825, IfFIUB), still ina rural
setting much as i twas in the nineteenth century.

It isindicative of the devel opment of the Piety Corner area that it has no Geek

Revival houses, for there was very little settlement in the area during the 1830s and "G.
The next surge of building was tied to the growth of the Waltham Swedenborgi an
congregation in the mddle of the century. In the early 1850s, Benjam n Worcester, who

becane the |eader of the congregation, settled in Walthamand built the inposing
Italianate residence at 28 Worcester Lane (1853, #F134). This house, which has sone G eek

Hevival elenments, | j :tr-Irt v simlar
Bl anchard, a menber of the Swedenborgian congregation, at K28 Min Street (1353-155",
#ST1). (The only other building in the Let that dates to theli )0s. :he Italianati

Pond End School, now the Piety Corner Club at 2 Worcester Lane, was built in 1850 and
nmoved to this site in 1917.)

In 1850, the locus of the Waltham Swedenborgi an congregation at Piety Corner was
confirmed by the building cf its Chapel cn Lexingtcn Street (#F1"n}; this English Country
Gothic style church remains al most unchanged in appearance since i twas rebuilt in 1870
after a fire. The Swedenborgians also started a school in the Piety Corner area;
originally located in the Church, the Waltham Nw Church School noved to it sow buildings
in 185"  Both the cross-shaped panel brick schocl building (327 Lexington Street, fTiKO)
and the small dormtory cottage (”~F139) that were built in 18" have mansard roofs,
apparently the first appearance of this style in Waltham and cne that influenced other
contenporary buildings inthe Piety Corner area. |In January 164 the John Clark honestead
at 352 Lexingtcn Street had burned, and when i twas rebuilt i tws made into ahigh-style
Italianate with a mansard rocf (1854, #F143)- The Calvin Clark house at 30 Lexington
Street {f?72"2), which was also built in 1854, also has a mansard roof though is a nuch
nmere vernacular Italianate house. The only other mansard in the District, the Wlliam P
Childs house at 396 Lexington (#Flii7), was built in 1575 and is a rmuch nmore conventional
mansard similar to many others built in Waltham at about the same tinme.

The Piety Corner Historic District has an unusual collection of houses that are
Eight be termed nineteenth century eclectic in style. Perhaps fcremst among these |g
"Cctagon” at 361 Eacon Street (#F132), a building that was erected sonetime before lg ,
and was originally an octagon that was |ater truncated to it spresent odd shape. Tn
house is al | the more unusual in that inthe late 1c30s i t was used as a poultry hcu

the first floor and children's playroom on the second. Tne Piety Corner District alg zc
two of the very few, albeit very late, exanples of Carpenter Gothic in the city, but the
fact that these tw houses are now al nost 'G5 the street :rom eacn other is sneer

coincidence. The house at 326 Bacon Street (?F130) was built cn that site sonetine
between 1658 and 1875, but the house with the barge boards at 345 Bacon Street (#F13") was
actually built in 1877 cn ?or.i Street ani rrcvei tc Its ?rese.-.t site ir. t.ne i953s.

w >s A
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The Piety Corner District has several exanples of Queen Anne style houses: the
Sherman Hoar house at 326 Lexington Street (1888, #F138) with it scross-gabled ganbrel
roofs and a conical-roofed gazebo and t he Charles Baird house at 395 Lexington Street
(1891, #F146) with a lunetteinthe front gable and a centered gable barn. These houses
were built by thewell-to-do as single-familyresidences as were the.large, elaborate
Col onial Revivals constructed at the turn of the century: the Murray Cenent house at 336
Lexington Street (1902, #F141) with a hipped roof and bowed front wall, the Charles A
Wi tney house at 306 Lexington Street (ca. 1903, #F137) with a cross-gabled ganbrel roof
and massive fieldstonefoundation, and the somewhat |ater Wlliam B Laighton house at 291
Bacon Street (ca. 1911, #F129) with a ganmbrel roof and shed dormers. The only Ceorgian
Revival house i nthe Piety Corner Historic District i sthe Hoyt L. Conary house at 409
Lexington Street (ca. 1911-1915, #F149); i ti snotable for it snonunental two-story

portico on therear facade.

Staule to Inventt xor-! it bottom
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then called, onthenorthwest corner of Bacon Street and Worcester Lane i n1733 (Sanderson
1919:33-34). Bacon Street developed as "the way t ot heschool house" (Sanderson 1927:12;
Warren 1890:707). I nthelater eighteenth century, additional houses were huilt, nany by
nmenbers of families already establishedi nthePiety Corner area, and Lexington Street was
extended t oTrapelo Road.

In theearly nineteenth century theestablishment of t he Boston Manufacturing Conpany
in 1814 shifted thefocus of settlement anay from t hePiety Corner area and towards t he
present city center, a change reflected i ntheextension of Lexington Street t o Main
Street i nthel830s. The devel opment that perhaps had the nost significant |ong-term
implications for thePiety Corner area was theestablishment ca. 1820 of a Swedenborgi an
congregation. After nmeeting for many years i ntheparlor of theJohn Clark house (see362
Lexington Street; ri34), in i860 thecongregation built a chapel, nowt he Covenant
Congregational Church at 379 Lexington Street (rebuilt i n1870), and a school, now t he

Chapel Hill Schcoi; both these institutions attracted mere residents t othearea and
established i t asaresidential neighborhood. The social inpact cf thecongregationon
the area was formalized i n1856 w le formation of thePiety Ccrner Club, originally a

social club for Church nenbers and later, after therequirement of Church menbershi pwas
dropped i n1903, thefocus of nany neighborhood activites. (F133)

By theturn of thetwentieth century, Piety Corner was considered a desirable
residential area for thewell-to-do, aview reflected i nthelarge Colonial Revival houses
built at that time. Today Piety Corner remains anaffluent residential area though, with
the laying out and constructionof Totten Pond Road i n1960 between t hehouses at 380 and
396 Lexington Street, thearea has continual heavy traffic.
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