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FORM B - BUILDING n Area no

O d Canb. [1B13
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

3 9 Follen Street
Ro.p.ond Wat er house House

nt use residential

nt owner Todd Stuart
eiption:

1844
MAg deed records

Greek Revival

4. Map. Draw sKetcn oi ouiiumg iwv.a.ivyi. Ltect  unknown
in relation to nearest cross streets and £ : Il fabri d
other buildings. Indicate north. xterior wall tabric  woo

Outbuildings (describe)

Other features tvpicallv Greek
Revival in detail, the house is one

nf the earliest on block.

Altered No Date
Moved No Date ,
5. Lot size:

One acre or less xX Over one acre

Approximate frontage feet

Approximate distance of building from street

22 feet

6. Recorded by Bainbridge Bunting

OrganizationCambridge Historical Coimii.

Date 196"

< ' AA



7. Original owner (ifknown) Benjamin Waterhouse
Original use residential
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural XX Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development XX Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

Nunber 9 Folien Street i st henost
characteristic Greek Revival house i n the
bl ock. | ti s upight and impressive,
including large dormers. The wi ndows
have heavy crossetted frames, and t he
entrance porch i s appropriately enclosed
with substantial Doric colums anda
full entablature Ot her featuresi n-
elude t hew de pilaster strips, whichare
actually enlarged corner boards without
capitals at thecorners.

Because of its fairly early date and
simple Greek Revival lines, this house remains
one of the nore impressive buildings on
Follen Street.

10. Bibliographj' and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)
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FORM B BUILDING In Area no. Form no.

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Old Camb. 11B13
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

1. Town_£aiabriQge

Address 9 Follen Street
Name Second Waterhouse House

Present use residential
2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")

Staple to left side of form
Photo number
Present owner Todd Stuart

3. Description:
Date 184t+
Source deed records

Style Greek Revival

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location Architect unknown
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north. Exterior wall fabric  wood

Outbuildings (describe)

Other features typically Greek
Revival in detail, the house is one

of the earliest on block.

Altered No Date
Moved Ho Date
5. Lot size:

One acre or less xX Over one acre

Approximate frontage feet

Approximate distance of building from street
22 feet

6. Recorded by Bainbridge Bunting

OrganizationCambridge Historical Comm.

Date 1964
AN > IAl\-fpyfo™) K)OK”
<y y-// 19/7277Z50/4(p93a00

30M-5-77



7. Original owner (if known) Benj am n WAt er house
Original use residential
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural XX Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development XX Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

Nunmber 9 Follen Street i sthe nost
characteristic Geek Revival house i n the
bl ock. | ti supright and impressive,
including large dormers. The w ndows
have heavy crossetted frames, and t he
entrance porch i sappropriately enclosed
with substantial Doric colums anda
full entablature. Ot her featuresi n-
clude the wide pilaster strips, whichare
actually enlarged corner boards without
capitals at t he corners.

Because of itsfairly early date and
simple Greek Revival Ilines, this house remains
one of the nore impressive buildings on
Follen Street.

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)



I NVENTCRY FCORM CONTI NUATI ON SHEET Community: Fom No:

aC
1.B.13

Property Naiie: Second Waterhouse Haus

MSSACH BETTS H STAR CAL QM ssl ON Old Cambridge
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Indicate eadi itemon inventory formvdiidi isbeing continued bel ow.

The Second WAterhouse House was built just a block away from
Cambridge Common at a time when building activity i n O d Canbridge was
beginning to pick up following the opening of Cambridge's first railroad
station at Porter Square. This period coincided with the popularity of
the Greek Revival style, which arrived i n Canbridge during the late 1830s
and reached it sheyday during the 1840s. Ol d Canbridge had only one
temple fronted house (now demolished), however, and no nore than a half-
dozen of this elaborate type were ever built i nthecity. Mich nore
comon were sidehall or center entrance Greek Revivals, of which 9 Follen
Street was considered the. best exanmple by Bainbridge Bunting i n Report
Four; Ol d Canbridge of the Survey of Architectural History i n Canbridge.
The house i s fully described m the following excerpt from the book:

An impressive representative of Geek Revival design, though not a
templ e-house, i sthe beautifully preserved dwelling at 9 Follen
Street, built i n 1844 by Charles Saunders for Ms. Benjam n Water-
house. In 1853 i t was bought by the Bowen family whose [ast menber.
M ss Maria Bowen, willed i tto the Canbridge Historical Society by
whomi twas |ater sold with appropriate provisions forpreservation.
The stocky, forthright character of this house' creates a telling
contrast to the light, sheer qualities of the earlier Federal idiom

. The juncture of roof and facade i s enphasized by a full entablature
of substantial projection, and there i s considerable space between
the tops of the windows and the eaveline - quite a different effect
from that of the lowcornice and crisp moldings found i n Federal
work. The sturdy quality of the composition i s further enphasized
by corner pilaster strips and heavy wi ndow frames enlarged by
crossettes.

The entrance porch i scarried on Doric colums of good design -
these recall the great value placed by architects and critics of

the period on the accuracy with which Classical forms were repro-
duced. A standard mail product, wooden colums |ike these were
manufactured i nvarying lengths and i nconformty with the three
orders. Although the Yankee carpenters who built these houses or
fabricated the colums probably had little know edge of the archi-
tecture of Greece, they could copy 'correct' Classical details, pro-
files, and proportions from current handbooks |ike Asher Benjamn's

The American Builder's Conpanion, which included plates illustrating

the orders inthe fifth and sixth editions of 1826 and 1827.

Slight modifications i nplan of the Follen Street house tend to

relax the monotonous symretry of the four-room center-hall, Georgian

plan. Though chi mey placement and equal size of rooms to the right
(see over - continued)

Staple to Inventory form at bollom



of the hall (used fordining-room and library) are traditional, the
partition between the two parlors on the left has been noved forward
to create a small front reception roomand a |arge rear parlor. The
smal | er room |acks a fireplace, which would have been an unusual
arrangement i na Georgian house, but the two roons are connected by
| arge double doors so that they could be thrown together for enter-
taining. The parlor mantel i singeniously centered on an outside
wall so that itschimey will not prevent an equal division of space
bet ween t he bedrooms on the floor above

The interior woodwork i s heavier i nscale than Federal trim would
have been: moldings have a bold profile and lintels a slightly pedi-
mented outline. Doorway trim shows this treatment although details
of the stairway retain the proportions of Federal preference. Woden
paneling - even forwainscoting - had gone out of fashion, but
principal rooms displayed heavy plaster cornices. Since Canbridge

| acked a plant to produce illuminating gas until 1852, 9 Follen
Street was not originally equipped with gas fixtures. Like nost
Canmbri dge houses of the period, i tcontains several marble mantels;

these appear to be commercial products turned out by local stone-
yards and, though monumental -l ooking, they are reasonably portable,
having been assenbled from several thin slabs of precut marble. 1t
is interesting tonote the hierarchy of designs, which range from

a beautiful specimen of black veined marble i nthe parlor to a de-
lightfully simple one i nthe main bedroom Less important chamnbers
have wooden mantels, while third-floor rooms have only a shelf above
a stove outlet.

O historic interest at 9 Follen Street are traces of the early heat-
ing and sanitation arrangements. Although the house originally had
no central heating, a furnace was installed toward md-century,

per haps when t he Bowens bought the house i n 1853  No longer in

use, the ol dhot-air furnace consists of a cylindrical fire chanber
of iron, enclosed ina brick vault spanned by brick arches carried
on iron beanms. The air warmed i nthis vault was probably | ed through
ducts to floor registers i nroonms on the main floor, but as the

ducts and the soapstone floor registers have been removed, it i s
difficult to know just which roons were heated. (Frequently houses
of the period had no heat on the second floor and i nthe attical -
most never.) Nor, at first, was there a bathroom a double privy
situated on the ground floor at the rear of the service wing was
reached from the back hall by a narrow inside passageway. Though

the privy was removed, the blocked-up door to i tremains, as wel

as traces of the passageway partition. Until thecity built a punp-
ing station and reservoir i n 1856, water was obtained from private
wells. Even after waterclosets had becone usual i n Canbridge houses,
they were |long confined to the rear of the second-floor ell, an i n-
convenient location doubtless derived from the usual position of the

old privy on the ground fl oor. , . _ AN MY
N N (see next page - continued)



| NVBENTARY  FORM GONITT NUATI ON SHEET

Community: Form No:
MASSAQUSETTS HISTORICAL  CavMISSIQN Old Cambridge C
Office of tlie Secretary, Boston 11.B.13

Property NameSecond Waterhouse Hous®
Indicate eadi item on inventory form whidi is being continued below,

(continued - page 3)

The Second Waterhouse House is significant under Criterion A
for its importance in understanding the development of Cambridge during
the 1840s, and under Criterion C as embodying to an exceptional degree
the distinctive characteristics of the Greek Revival style.

Staple to Inventory form at bottoy
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