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In Area no. Form no. In Area no. 

Old Camb. IIB13 

.^^ lay 

3s 9 Follen Street 

Rp.p.ond Waterhouse House 

nt use r e s i d e n t i a l 

iy -h 

4. Map. Draw sKetcn oi ouiiumg iwv.a..,ivyi. 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

/-< ' AA/ 

nt owner Todd S t u a r t 

•iption: 

1844 

^^^g deed r e c o r d s 

Greek R e v i v a l 

Ltect unknown 

Exterior wall fabric wood 

Outbuildings (describe) 

Other features t v p i c a l l v Greek 
R e v i v a l i n d e t a i l , t h e house i s one 

n f t h e e a r l i e s t on b l o c k . _ 

Altered No Date 

Moved No Date , 

5. Lot size: 

One acre or less xX Over one acre 

Approximate frontage f e e t 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

2 2 f e e t 

6. Recorded by B a i n b r i d g e B u n t i n g 

OrganizationCambridge H i s t o r i c a l Coimii. 

Date 19 6^ 



7. Original owner (if known) 

Original use 

B e n j a m i n Waterhouse 

r e s i d e n t i a l 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

XX 

XX 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Mil i tary 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

Number 9 Fo 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c G 
block. I t i s up 
i n c l u d i n g large 
have heavy cross 
entrance porch i 
w i t h s u b s t a n t i a l 
f u l l e n t ablature 
elude the wide p 
a c t u a l l y enlarge 
c a p i t a l s a t the 

Because of 
simple Greek Rev 
one o f the more 
Follen S t r e e t . 

l i e n S t r e e t i s the most 
reek Revival house i n the 
r i g h t and impressive, 
dormers. The windows 
e t t e d frames, and the 
s a p p r o p r i a t e l y enclosed 
Doric columns and a 

Other features i n -
i l a s t e r s t r i p s , which are 
d corner boards without 
corners. 
i t s f a i r l y e a r l y date and 
i v a l l i n e s , t h i s house remains 
impressive b u i l d i n g s on 

10. Bibliographj' and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 
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Discipline ^A}C^1—A:L^ 
Date Y -

see continuation sheet 

•Nomination returned for: 

1; N » m e 

2. Locat ion 

3. C lass i f ica t ion 

technical corrections cited below 
substantive reasons discussed below 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Locat ion of Legal"Pescript ion 

6. Representat ion in Exist ing Surveys 

7. Pescr ip t ion 

OMnorHd \Mnanata6 ort9in»i Ka 

I" 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations/integrity 
dates 
boundary selection 



S . SIgni f icanco 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
applicable cr i ter ia 
just i f icat ion of areas 

checked 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity 

to significance 
just i f icat ion of exception 
other 

9. Major Bibl iographical R e f e r e n c e s 

10. Oeographica l P a t a 

*ai^ >iin«« I maaai^nam mm* tammiimUan 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. S ta te Histor ic Preservat ion Officer Cert i f icat ion 
of ttlis prapafty wMMn ttw Mats la: 

I NtaAavtc PvvaanfaHavi OfNoar alynatu'e 

13 . Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed tn (/lACy> 

Signed 

/5AAIAL<K.U; n.t. ^ . / I - Phone: 202 272 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached aheet 



F O R M B B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of fo rm 
Photo number 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 
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In Area no. Form no. 

O l d Camb. I I B 1 3 

1. Town_£aiabriQge 

Address 9 F o l l e n S t r e e t 

Name Second Waterhouse House 

Present use r e s i d e n t i a l 

Present owner Todd S t u a r t 

3. Description: 

Date 184t+ 

Source deed r e c o r d s 

Style Greek R e v i v a l 

Architect unknown 

Exterior wall fabric wood 

Outbuildings (describe) 

Other features t y p i c a l l y Greek 
R e v i v a l i n d e t a i l , t h e house i s one 

o f t h e e a r l i e s t on b l o c k . 

Altered No Date 

Date Moved Ho 

5. Lot size: 

One acre or less xX Over one acre 

Approximate frontage f e e t 

Approximate distance of building f r o m street 

2 2 f e e t 

6. Recorded by B a i n b r i d g e B u n t i n g 

OrganizationCambridge H i s t o r i c a l Comm. 

Date 19 6 4 

iAli\-fpyfo^) K)OK^ 

l9/^2^Z50/4(p93a00 

30M-5-77 



7. Original owner (if known) 

Original use 

Benjamin Waterhouse 

r e s i d e n t i a l 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

XX 

XX 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

Number 9 Fol l e n S t r e e t i s the most 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c Greek Revival house i n the 
block. I t i s u p r i g h t and impressive, 
i n c l u d i n g l a r g e dormers. The windows 
have heavy cro s s e t t e d frames, and the 
entrance porch i s a p p r o p r i a t e l y enclosed 
w i t h s u b s t a n t i a l Doric columns and a 
f u l l e n t a b l a t u r e . Other features i n ­
clude the wide p i l a s t e r s t r i p s , which are 
a c t u a l l y enlarged corner boards w i t h o u t 
c a p i t a l s a t the corners. 

Because o f i t s f a i r l y e a r l y date and 
simple Greek Revival l i n e s , t h i s house remains 
one o f the more impressive b u i l d i n g s on 
Fol l e n S t r e e t . 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CQvMissION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Community: 

Old Cambridge 

Fom No: 
OC 

I I . B . 1 3 

Property Najiie: Second Waterhouse Hous 

Indicate eadi item on inventory form vdiidi is being continued below. 

The Second Waterhouse House was b u i l t j u s t a block away from 
Cambridge Common a t a time when b u i l d i n g a c t i v i t y i n Old Cambridge was 
beginning t o pi c k up f o l l o w i n g the opening of Cambridge's f i r s t r a i l r o a d 
s t a t i o n a t Porter Square. This p e r i o d coincided w i t h the p o p u l a r i t y of 
the Greek Revival s t y l e , which a r r i v e d i n Cambridge d u r i n g the l a t e 18 30s 
and reached i t s heyday d u r i n g the 1840s. Old Cambridge had only one 
temple f r o n t e d house (now demolished), however, and no more than a h a l f -
dozen o f t h i s elaborate type were ever b u i l t i n the c i t y . Much more 
common were s i d e h a l l or center entrance Greek Revivals, of which 9 Follen 
S t r e e t was considered the. best example by Bainbridge Bunting i n Report 
Four; Old Cambridge o f the Survey o f A r c h i t e c t u r a l H i s t o r y i n Cambridge. 
The house i s f u l l y described m the f o l l o w i n g excerpt from the book: 

An impressive r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of Greek Revival design, though not a 
temple-house, i s the b e a u t i f u l l y preserved d w e l l i n g at 9 F o l l e n 
S t r e e t , b u i l t i n 1844 by Charles Saunders f o r Mrs. Benjamin Water-
house. I n 1853 i t was bought by the Bowen f a m i l y whose l a s t member. 
Miss Maria Bowen, w i l l e d i t t o the Cambridge H i s t o r i c a l Society by 
whom i t was l a t e r s o l d w i t h appropriate p r o v i s i o n s f o r preservation. 
The stocky, f o r t h r i g h t character o f t h i s house' creates a t e l l i n g 
c o n t r a s t t o the l i g h t , sheer q u a l i t i e s o f the e a r l i e r Federal idiom. 

•• The j u n c t u r e of r o o f and facade i s emphasized by a f u l l e ntablature 
of s u b s t a n t i a l p r o j e c t i o n , and there i s considerable space between 
the tops of the windows and the eaveline - q u i t e a d i f f e r e n t e f f e c t 
from t h a t o f the low cornice and c r i s p moldings found i n Federal 
work. The sturdy q u a l i t y o f the composition i s f u r t h e r emphasized 
by corner p i l a s t e r s t r i p s and heavy window frames enlarged by 
c r o s s e t t e s . 

The entrance porch i s c a r r i e d on Doric columns o f good design -
these r e c a l l the great value placed by a r c h i t e c t s and c r i t i c s of 
the p e r i o d on the accuracy w i t h which C l a s s i c a l forms were repro­
duced. A standard m a i l product, wooden columns l i k e these were 
manufactured i n v a r y i n g lengths and i n conformity w i t h the three 
orders. Although the Yankee carpenters who b u i l t these houses or 
f a b r i c a t e d the columns probably had l i t t l e knowledge of the a r c h i ­
t e c t u r e of Greece, they could copy ' c o r r e c t ' C l a s s i c a l d e t a i l s , pro­
f i l e s , and p r o p o r t i o n s from c u r r e n t handbooks l i k e Asher Benjamin's 
The American B u i l d e r ' s Companion, which included p l a t e s i l l u s t r a t i n g 
the orders i n the f i f t h and s i x t h e d i t i o n s of 1826 and 1827. 

S l i g h t m o d i f i c a t i o n s i n plan of the F o l l e n S t r e e t house tend t o 
r e l a x the monotonous symmetry o f the four-room, c e n t e r - h a l l , Georgian 
plan. Though chimney placement and equal size of rooms t o the r i g h t 

(see over - continued) 

Staple t o Inventory form at bo11om 



of the h a l l (used f o r dining-room and l i b r a r y ) are t r a d i t i o n a l , the 
p a r t i t i o n between the two p a r l o r s on the l e f t has been moved forward 
to create a small f r o n t r e c e p t i o n room and a large rear p a r l o r . The 
smaller room lacks a f i r e p l a c e , which would have been an unusual 
arrangement i n a Georgian house, but the two rooms are connected by 
large double doors so t h a t they could be thrown together f o r enter­
t a i n i n g . The p a r l o r mantel i s in g e n i o u s l y centered on an outside 
w a l l so t h a t i t s chimney w i l l not prevent an equal d i v i s i o n of space 
between the bedrooms on the f l o o r above. 

The i n t e r i o r woodwork i s heavier i n scale than Federal t r i m would 
have been: moldings have a bo l d p r o f i l e and l i n t e l s a s l i g h t l y pedi­
mented o u t l i n e . Doorway t r i m shows t h i s treatment although d e t a i l s 
of the stairway r e t a i n the pr o p o r t i o n s of Federal preference. Wooden 
paneling - even f o r wainscoting - had gone out of fashion, but 
p r i n c i p a l rooms displayed heavy p l a s t e r cornices. Since Cambridge 
lacked a p l a n t t o produce i l l u m i n a t i n g gas u n t i l 1852, 9 F o l l e n 
Street was not o r i g i n a l l y equipped w i t h gas f i x t u r e s . Like most 
Cambridge houses of the p e r i o d , i t contains several marble mantels; 
these appear t o be commercial products turned out by l o c a l stone-
yards and, though monumental-looking, they are reasonably p o r t a b l e , 
having been assembled from several t h i n slabs of precut marble. I t 
i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o note the hi e r a r c h y of designs, which range from 
a b e a u t i f u l specimen of black veined marble i n the p a r l o r t o a de­
l i g h t f u l l y simple one i n the main bedroom. Less important chambers 
have wooden mantels, w h i l e t h i r d - f l o o r rooms have only a s h e l f above 
a stove o u t l e t . 

Of h i s t o r i c i n t e r e s t a t 9 F o l l e n S t r e e t are traces of the e a r l y heat­
ing and s a n i t a t i o n arrangements. Although the house o r i g i n a l l y had 
no c e n t r a l h e a t i n g , a furnace was i n s t a l l e d toward mid-century, 
perhaps when the Bowens bought the house i n 185 3. No longer i n 
use, the o l d h o t - a i r furnace c o n s i s t s of a c y l i n d r i c a l f i r e chamber 
of i r o n , enclosed i n a b r i c k v a u l t spanned by b r i c k arches c a r r i e d 
on i r o n beams. The a i r warmed i n t h i s v a u l t was probably l e d through 
ducts t o f l o o r r e g i s t e r s i n rooms on the main f l o o r , but as the 
ducts and the soapstone f l o o r r e g i s t e r s have been removed, i t i s 
d i f f i c u l t t o know j u s t which rooms were heated. (Frequently houses 
of the period had no heat on the second f l o o r and i n the a t t i c a l ­
most never.) Nor, a t f i r s t , was there a bathroom; a double p r i v y 
s i t u a t e d on the ground f l o o r a t the rear of the service wing was 
reached from the back h a l l by a narrow i n s i d e passageway. Though 
the p r i v y was removed, the blocked-up door t o i t remains, as w e l l 
as traces of the passageway p a r t i t i o n . U n t i l the c i t y b u i l t a pump­
in g s t a t i o n and r e s e r v o i r i n 1856, water was obtained from p r i v a t e 
w e l l s . Even a f t e r waterclosets had become usual i n Cambridge houses, 
they were long confined t o the rear of the second-floor e l l , an i n ­
convenient l o c a t i o n doubtless derived from the usual p o s i t i o n of the 

old privy on the ground floor. , . _ i.A^.,^yi\ 
^ ^ (see next page - continued) 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSAQIUSETTS HISTORICAL CavMISSIQN 
Office of tlie Secretary, Boston 

Community: 

Old Cambridge 

' 
Form No: 

OC 
I I . B . 1 3 

Property Name:Second Waterhouse Hous^ 

Indicate eadi item on inventory form whidi is being continued below, 

(cont inued - page 3) 

The Second Waterhouse House i s s i g n i f i c a n t under C r i t e r i o n A 
f o r i t s importance i n unders tanding the development o f Cambridge dur ing 
the 1840s, and under C r i t e r i o n C as embodying t o an e x c e p t i o n a l degree 
the d i s t i n c t i v e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f the Greek Rev iva l s t y l e . 

S tap le t o Inven to ry form at b o t t o : .11 
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8. S ign i f i cance 

\y 
_ summary paragraph 
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9. H^ajor Bibl iographical R e f e r e n c e s 

10. Geograph ica l P a t a 

UMT 
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