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About ten blocks west of Hartford's central business district is
Woodland Street. A fairly busy street, it is bordered by many apart-
.ment buildings and a few old houses. On the-east side of Woodland
-about two blocks south of Asylum Street is the old Lyman House, now
used as a meeting place by the Hartford Town and County Club.

The house is elegantly situated upon a small rise and is beauti-
fully landscaped. It is a three story, three bay Federal style building
constructed with yellow bricks and embellished with quoins and key-
stone lintels above the windows. The center bay, also decorated
with quoins, projects from-the facade slightly and is surmounted by
a gable with returns. Just beneath the gable, on the third floor,
is a Palladian window, typical of the Federal style. A modillion
and dentil cornice at roof line afnd under the gable, draws attention
to the height of the building. Yet a projecting semicircular Doric
columned porch surrounding the entry seems to accent its.width, as
does a slightly projecting belt .course above the second floor. Six
chimneys are situated on the slope sides of the hip roof, and semi-
circular bays stand out on the south and west elevations. .

In summary, this old home has a very sturdy, blocklike appearance
typical of its classical style, and, situated as it is, presents a
very imposing, yet gracious, facade to Woodland Street.
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Modifications to Main Building Block

The only major alteration to the original Lyman House was
undertaken in 1929-30. On October 31, 1930 a ballromm, which had
been described as an "auditorium" in the architectural plans,
was formally opened with an evening reception. At the time of the
ballroom addition, a new and larger dining room was added where:.
there previously was a small porch. The south windows of the original
dining room were eliminated when the ballroom was added to the main
structure. 1In 1975 a corridor connecting the kitchen and ballroom
to facilitate service for large parties is being built at the rear
of the house. From the exterior, it will appear as an extension of
the dining room.

Reference: "Golden Anniversary, The Town and County Club, Hartford,
Connecticut, Pamphlet, 1975.
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Melvin and Edward Hapgood

The old Town and County Club on Woodland Street was built in 1895
for the lawyer, Theodore Lyman and his family in what was then the most
distinguished residential area in Hartford. After Lyman's widow,
Laure, died in 1924, the home was bought by the Town and County Club
in 1925.

When Lyman wanted to build a house he went to the firm of Hapgood
and Hapgood, an architectural partnership of cousins, Melvin Hathaway
Hapgood and Edward T. Hapgood. Very little is known about Melvin ex-
cept that he died in 1899. His brother, Edward, however, is known to
have been connected with the planning of other buildings throughout
Connecticut, such as the Manchester Hall of Records, Simsbury High
School, and he also helped design the Connecticut State Building at
the St. Louis Expo in 1904. Edward also worked with New York archi-
tect, Donn Barber while he was designing the State Library and Supreme
Court Building (1910).

The Lyman house is an elegant example of the architectural style
in vogue at the turn-of-the-century and, as such, is worthy of notice.
It is in excellent condition and, in the hands of the Town and County
Club, is 1likely to remain so.
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Biographical Information: Theodore Lyman (builder of original
structure) .

The following material is abstracted from Theodore Lyman's obituary,
which appeared in the Hartford Courant on August 13, 1920:

Theodore Lyman was born in Hartford, January 4, 1824; was a
graduate of Yale College, class of 1855; studied law and was
admitted to the Bar in 1859; practiced law in Hartford for
nearly 40 years. He attained a high reputation as an honorable
and able exponent of law of real property. His relations at
times included some of the large corporations of the city. 1In
1883 he succeeded his father, Christoper C. Lyman, as Director
of the Hartford Fire Insurance Co. He was a vice president of Society
for Savings, a major Hartford bank and was Director of Connecticut
General Life Insurance Co. and Trustee of Hartford, Connecticut
Trust Co. Theodore Lyman died in Hartford in August, 1920 at
the age of 86.




