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Holmeland, built by Colonel Benjamin Holmes, Jr., c.1784 in the 
Georgian style, is a three part telescoping brick farmhouse. A descrip­ 
tion of the interior and exterior is as follows:

Exterior Main unit;

This unit, built c.1784, is a 2 1/2 story, 3 bay by 2 bay, brick 
(Flemish bond) structure with molded brick watertable. Surmounting 
this structure is a wood shingled, gable roof with box cornice, end 
returns and interior chimney. A wood shingled pent roof extends 
across both the front and rear facades at the intersection of the 
first and second floors. The windows are 6 over 9 double hung with 
architrave trim, jack arches and keystones. There are two 6 over 6 
double hung windows with architrave trim located in each of the gable 
ends. Windows at the ground floor contain solid, three panel shutters. 
Entrance is obtained through an eight panel (beveled) door with a four 
pane, flush mullion, jack arch and keystone.

Exterior Central unit;

The central unit incorporates both the walls and foundation of 
the original c.1729 farmhouse which was burnt by the British in 1779. 
All other interior and Exterior construction dates back to 1784.

This unit is a smaller 2 story, 3 bay by 2 bay brick (Flemish 
bond with scattered glazed headers) structure with brick watertable. 
Surmounting the dwelling is a tin covered gable roof with cove cornice 
and interior end chimney. A wood shingled pent roof extends across 
the front facade at the intersection of the first and second floors. 
Windows at the ground floor level are 6 over 9 with three panel shutters, 
while those on the second floor are 6 over 6. All windows in this 
unit are double hung and have architrave trim. Entrance is obtained 
through a centrally located Dutch door.

Attached to the rear of this unit is _an early 19th century, 2 bay 
by 1 bay, brick kitchen wing with tin covered shed roof and interior 
end chimney. All windows are 6 over 6, double hung with architrave 
trim.

Connected to the rear of 'the above unit is a 1 story, wooden, 
screened-in sun porch with wood shingled shed roof.
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Holmeland is of state significance for the following reasons. 
Architecturally, the house is a good example of the Jersey Georgian 
style. Also, the house and property are closely associated with 
Colonel Benjamin Holmes, who played an important role in both New 
Jersey's Political and Military History.

Architecture;

Holmeland was erected c.1729, then later burned in a British raid 
in 1778. In 1784 the present structure was built following the dwel­ 
ling's original massing and using those walls which were still extant. 
This dwelling stands as a good example of a .New Jersey Georgian Farm­ 
house in the Salem County and surrounding areas. Notable exterior 
features include: Flemish bond brick work; jack arches with Keystone; 
box cornice with end returns (on the main unit only); and cove cornicing 
(on the central unit only). Holmeland's interiors, are among t the most 
noteworthy in the State. The unusually large amount of Georgian 
paneling, carved ornamentation, along with the Adamesque fireplaces 
and other high style sophistication, are rare in the plain Quaker 
architectural tradition of South Jersey.

Military;

Benjamin Holmes, Jr., is noted for his activities in the American 
Revolution; he served as a commissary Paymaster, Lieutenant Colonel 
and Colonel in the Second Regiment, Salem County Militia. British 
commander-in-chief Lord Howe felt Holmes to be of such importance that 
a price of one hundred pounds was placed on his head, dead or alive.

In March, 1778, Colonel Holmes and his militiamen engaged the 
British, under the command of Colonel Mawhood, .at Quintons Bridge. 
Retaliatory action against. Hp.lmes was rtaken by the, British (commanded 
by Colonel Mawhood) on March 24, 1778. This action resulted in the 
sacking and burning of the farmhouse and outbuildings. A month prior 
to this action British Colonel Abercrombie had burned Holmes ferry 
which operated between Elisnborough Point, New Jersey, and Port Penn, 
Delaware.
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DESCRIPTION (cont'd)

Extending from the side of the central unit is a mid 20th century 
elongated, 1 story, 2 bay by 2 bay, brick garage. Surmounting this 
structure is a wood shingled gable roof, containing two gabled dormers 
and interior end chimney. The roof line contains box cornicing with 
small, end returns. All windows are 6 over 6 double hung.

The most noteworthy feature of this house is its interiors, a 
description of which is as follows:

Interior Main unit:

Contained in the side entry hall of the 2 1/2 story main unit is 
a fine staircase with Tuscan column, balusters and volute scroll 
bracketing. Located to the right of this hall are two parlors facing 
front and rear. Between these two parlors is a chimney flue serving 
back to back fireplaces.

The fireplace in the front parlor is of the Ademesque style. It 
is surmounted by a shelf, supported in turn by 3 panel blocks with 
inset accantus leaf clusters. There is also a raised earmolded over- 
mantle. The earmolded fireplace in the rear parlor is surmounted by 
an end paneled frieze with mantle, shelf and a simple paneled overmantle,

Each of the two 2nd floor bedrooms contains interior walls with 
raised paneling, which incorporates into it both the fireplaces and 
closets. Located above these bedrooms is an unfinished attic or 
garret.

Contained throughout this unit are deep chair-rails. All of the 
original flooring and doors remain, as does most of the hardware.

Interior Central unit;

The two story central unit has, and has always had, one large 
ground floor room. The end walls have 18th century raised paneling 
with a massive bedmolded fireplace, enclosed niche, and enclosed (by 
paneling) spiral stair. One end wall in the second floor master 
bedroom has a similar paneled fireplace. Chair-rails are located 
throughout this portion of the house.
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DESCRIPTION (cont'd)

All of the original random width flooring, paneling and doors 
remain, as does most of the hardware.

The two story kitchen wing, which is attached to the rear of the 
above, contains one large fireplace with simple plain wooden mantle 
and shelf. All of the original random width flooring remains, as does 
some of the original woodwork and hardware.

Setting;

The house is set amid rural farmland and hence retains the setting 
and character of the 18th century.
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SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd)

Political;

Holmes assumed an important role in both county and state poli­ 
tical affairs. He was a freeholder from 1758-59. Later he became a 
member of the Committee for Correspondence, Commissioner of the Peace, 
Judge of the Common Pleas Court and a Legislator, both Colonial and 
State. Holmes further served as a guardian, and in several other 
capacities which dealt with the settling of estate claims.

History:

The first of the Holmes family in America was John who came from 
Somerset, England. He sailed on "The Desire" and landed in Philadelphia 
on June 25, 1686. Ten years later, he moved to Salem County. His 
grandson was Colonel Benjamin Holmes, Jr., the builder of "Holmeland."

Benjamin was born in 1727. In 1762, he purchased the property 
which was then owned by one David Morris. During the Revolution he 
was made a colonel of the American Militia for the Southern Counties 
and operated with Colonel Elijah Hand of Cumberland.

In 1778, the British burned the 1729 farmhouse and outbuildings. 
It wasn't until 1784 that Benjamin Holmes reconstructed his house.

The property remained in the Holmes family until 1890 when it was 
deeded to Morris H. Carpenter. After this, the house passed through a 
quick succession of owners, including Isaac Pedrick and Michael Hogar. 
Robert Vanneman owned the property from 1910 to 1950. Holmeland is 
presently owned by George E. Webster and wife (September, 1977).
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The Holmeland farmhouse and its 180 acre tract are deamed inseparable 
elements, which if separated through property acreage restrictions would 
affect the integrity of this nomination as it pertains to its ambiance as 
an l8th century farm.

This property was first purchased as a 203 acre tract by one David Morris 
c. 1720. The boundaries of said property have remained virtually intact as 
evidenced by comparison of a) a 1729 map by surveyor Thomas Miles, and b) a 
1970 Conservation Plan Map, prepared by the U.S. Dept. of Agriculture (see 
attached maps).

These tract boundaries have remained in the above configuration for over 
2l|9 years and through numerous owners.

The property afforded Benjamin Holmes the financial security which rebuilt 
his farm and adjacent outbuildings (burned by the British in 1778) and allowed 
him to enter into both County and State political affairs.

For the above reasons both the New Jersey State Review Committee and the 
State Historic Preservation Officer approved the inclusion of all 180 acres in 
this nomination.
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