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The Bowen-Campbell House, located in southwestern Sumner County about 300 yards from 
Mansker's Creek, was completed in 1787 or 1788. William Bowen, a Virginian who 
achieved some prominence as an Indian fighter and Revolutionary War officer, settled 
in Davidson (later Sumner) County in 1784. He first erected a double-crib log house 
and resided there with his large family until the two-story brick house was finished. 
Except for the addition of a single-story ell, the building retained its original 
appearance until sometime after 1910. It has remained vacant for many years and 
has deteriorated considerably.

Although possessing the characteristic symmetry of Tennessee Vernacular houses, the 
Bowen-Campbell House also displays stylistic elements found in the early eighteenth- 
century houses of the southern coastal states. The limestone used in the coursed- 
rubble foundation resembles the outcroppings still seen nearby. The bricks in the 
main section, reputedly fired on the property, were laid in the Flemish bond pattern 
in all four walls. The ell, which was probably built in the early or mid-nineteenth 
century has common bond walls and a cut stone foundation. The original roofing 
material, probably wood shingles, was replaced in recent years with galvanized iron 
sheets. The chimneys have two unusual features: first, the stack rises only about 
a foot about the ridge of the gabled roof, and second, the chimney in the north 
wall is of internal construction while the one on the opposite wall is external. The 
simple roof trim consists of close verges and plain, boxed cornices.

The main (south) elevation contains a pair of windows on each floor which flank the 
double entrances. All windows have been so badly damaged that it is difficult to 
determine the light patterns. The first story windows have plain lintels and sills 
while those in the upper story feature radiating voussoirs and plain sills. Although 
drastically altered, traces of the voussoirs over the entrances remain visible. 
Before the addition of the ell, the east elevation may have been identical to the 
main facade. The attic is lighted and ventilated with a single small window placed 
along side of the chimneys on both the north and south walls. A large portico, with 
four slender, square columns and two pilasters and a simple balustrade, was removed 
early in this century, only the decaying platform and stone steps remain.

The ell has two rooms, separated by a central chimney, and a shed porch on the south 
side. Although built many years later than the main section, it has deteriorated 
considerably more. No outbuildings have survived.

There are two large rooms on each floor. The upper story can be reached by a narrow, 
enclosed staircase located in the southeast corner of the east room. A door in the 
north wall opens to the shed porch of the ell, and a similar opening in the west room 
connects the main section to the ell. Many of the interior doors and mantles and most 
of the woodwork appear to be original.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

William Bowen was born in Fincastle County, Virginia, in 1742. He married Mary 
Henly Russell in ca. 1777 and fathered eight children. Dne of the earlier permanent 
settlers in Middle Tennessee, Bowen arrived four years after the parties led by John 
Donelson and James Robertson settled in Nashville. He built his first and second 
houses when Indian depredations presented a constant hazard to the pioneers. Bowen 
died on December 15, 1807.

Bowen*s daughter Catherine married David Campbell in 1806, and William Bowen Campbell 
was born in the following year on February 1 in the Bowen-Campbell House. Although 
trained as an attorney, Campbell was attracted to the military and served in the 
Seminole War under William Trousdale. During the Mexican War he commanded the First 
Regiment of Tennessee Volunteers, the "Bloody First", which fought at Monterrey, 
Vera Cruz, and Cerro Gordo. After briefly serving as state attorney general, Campbell 
was elected in 1835 to the Tennessee General Assembly. Two years later, and again in 
1839, he was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives. In 1847 he was selected 
as a circuit court judge by the legislature. Campbell defeated William Trousdale 
in the 1851 gubernatorial election and held office for two years as the last Whig 
governor of Tennessee. He supported John Bell in the presidential election of 1860, 
vehemently opposed secession a year later, and briefly held the rank of brigadier 
general in the Union army. A Democrat in 1866, he was elected to the U.S. Congress 
where he supported the Johnson Plan of Reconstruction. Campbell died in Lebanon, 
Tennessee, on August 19, 1867.

Very few eighteenth-century buildings of any architectural style remain in the state. 
The Bowen-Campbell House, possibly the oldest extant brick residence in Middle 
Tennessee, is said to be the first brick house in this region. Recently the city 
of Goodlettsville purchased the building and approximately ninety-seven acres, and 
the Bowen-Campbell House Association, Inc., a nonprofit organization, was established 
to restore and develop this historic building as a community cultural and recreational 
facility.
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