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Town Southbridge 

Address 1^ Walnut Street 

Historic Name 

Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to left side of form. 

Sketch Map: Draw map showing property's location 
In relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate all buildings 
between Inventoried property and nearest 
1ntersect1on{s). , , . . 
Indicate north . k̂̂ -

Use: Present r e s iden t i a l 

' Original r e s iden t i a l 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 6.1898 

Source maps 

style Shingle Style 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric wood shingles 

Outbuildings none 

Major Alterations (with dates) none 

Condition Good 

i- i . .:'X7y- X 
Moved -yiO Date ^ 

Acreage [ U L }haV\ OiAL CÛ kTU 

Setting r e s i d e n t i a l / i n s t i t u t i o n a l 

UTM REFERENCE lg)/74S lAo/ABhZ. 0\0  

USGS QUADRANGLE 'yPlM^Wld^C^ MA'CT 

SCALE i '• I'^^mo 

Recorded by E. Woodford, S. Ceccacci 

Organization Southbridge H i s t o r i c a l Com-
miyyiuu 

Date May 1986 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( I f applicable) 
I B Walnut St. i s s i g n i f i c a n t as an example o f h o u s i n g c o n s t r u c t e d by 
t h e W e l l s f a i n i l y f o r t h e w o r k e r s o f t h e American O p t i c a l Company 
d u r i n g t h e g r o w t h o f t h e town's e a s t e r n s e c t i o n l a t e i n t h e (^i-h ! 
c e n t u r y . I t meets N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r c r i t e r i a A -and C a t t h e l o c a l 
l e v e l and r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y o f s e t t i n g , l o c a t i o n , m a t e r i a l s , 
work-manship, d e s i g n , f e e l i n g , and a s s o c i a t i o n . The b o u n d a r i e s 
i n d i c a t e d on t h e a t t a c h e d a s s e s sors map a r e t h o s e o f c u r r e n t 
ownership. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe Important architectural features and evaluate In terms of 
other buildings within the community. 
This i s one of.two cottages on Walnut Street which, despite t h e i r small size, are high style 
versions of the Shingle Style. B u i l t on very similar plans, but each distinguished by an 
i n d i v i d u a l roof type (one gambrel and one gable), the two houses have almost i d e n t i c a l t r i m , 
window and door type and placement. While the o v e r a l l appearance of the neighboring 24 Walnut 
Street has recently been altered by the unsympathetic addition of an attached garage on the 
north side, t h i s house at 18 Walnut Street i s l i t t l e changed from i t s o r i g i n a l appearance. 
'Among i t s most s i g n i f i c a n t features are i t s gambrel roof, gambrel facade dormer, front bay windoi 
w i t h diamond panes, the slate roof and shingle siding. 

i 

The high q u a l i t y of the design and materials of these two houses suggest that they were designed 
by an a r c h i t e c t . No specific architect has, however, yet been linked with t h e i r design. Ic i s 
possible that these houses and a two family house at 28-30 Dresser Street (form #D-405) were the 
work of the same architect. The Walnut Street houses were owned by George W. Wells and the 

(see b&llow) 
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to' the development of the community. 
B u i l t across the street from the home of t h e i r o r i g i n a l owner, these houses were l i k e l y b u i l t 
to serve as housing fo r employees of the American Optical Company. Although l i t t l e i s understooc 
about the h i s t o r y of the company's housing policy, i t seems that the company i t s e l f did not buil( 
or own houses f o r i t s employees before about 1910 or 1915. This survey has shown, however, that 
individuals with c o n t r o l l i n g interests i n the company did bui l d houses on t h e i r own property y 
which appear to have been intended to house employees. 

George W. Wells, who became president of the company i n the 1890's b u i l t these two housesoiS 
houses atSiMain Street (form B-ZIZ) 0t^r\o4) and at?o Main Street (form #S-2U) 0?flS'ft«̂  . 
His brother b u i l t 28-30 Dresser Street and two houses at the back of his own house l o t i n the 
Chapin Street Area (form itO-'4(f\). The large estate of A. M. Cheney on Chestnut Street was 
developed i n the late—19th and early—20th century with the cottages and three deckers which 
housed company employees. About 1915, the company b u i l t factory housing on nearby Maple Street 
(form #8-210) and at Windsor Court (form #%-2<3̂ ) and Twinehurst Place (form #A-|03) 

Some houses b u i l t before 1915,by individual stockholdersjare known to have been owned by the 
company as recently as the 1940's. Because complete records of company housing are not 
available, i t i s not known whether either of these two houses ever became part of the company's 
early-20th century housing. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
maps, atlases 
American Optical Housing F i l e , J. Edwards Library 

^ ^ ^ i m r ^ ^ ^ ^ e T A L s brothe. Hiram C. Wells. The family relationship of the 
oJ^ers and s i m i l a r i t i e s i n the style and date of construction of the houses suggest that a 
single a r c h i t e c t may have designed a l l three. 
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Please refer to the map in the 
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