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NATIONAL REGSTER CRITERIA STATEVENT (If applicable)

B Walnut St. is significant as an example of housing constructed by

the Wells fainily for the workers of the American Optical Conpany

during the growth of the town's eastern section late in the ("i-h !
century. I t meets National Register criteria A -and C at the Jlocal

level and retains integrity of setting, location, materials,

wor k- manshi p, design, feeling, and association. The boundaries

indicated on the attached assessors mp are those of current
ownership.

ARCHTECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe Important architectural features and evaluate In terms of
other buildings within the community.

This is one of.two cottages on Wal nut Street which, despite their small size, are high style
versions of the Shingle Style. Built on very similar plans, but each distinguished by an
individual roof type (one gambrel and one gable), the two houses have al most identical trim,

wi ndow and door type and placement. MWhile the overall appearance of the neighboring 24 Wl nut
Street has recently been altered by the unsynpathetic addition of an attached garage on the
north side, this house at 18 Walnut Street is little changed fromitsoriginal appearance.
"Anong it smost significant features are its gambrel roof, gambrel facade dormer, front bay windoi
with diamond panes, the slate roof and shingle siding.

The high quality of the design and materials of these two houses suggest that they were designed
by an architect. N specificarchitect has, however, yet been linked with their design. Icis
possible that these houses and a two fam |y house at 28-30 Dresser Street (form #D 405) were the
work of the same architect. The Walnut Street houses were owned by George W Wells and the

see hé&llow
HSICRGL. SANHOWNE Explain the rol e owners played inlocal or sts'ﬂe hi story)and hov the
building relates to the devel opnent of the cormunity.
Built across the street from the home of their original owner, these houses were likely built
to serve as housing for enployees of the American Optical Conpany. Although little is understooc
about the history of the company's housing policy, i t seens that the conpany itself did not buil(
or own houses for itsenployees before about 1910 or 1915. This survey has shown, however, that
individuals with controlling interestsin the conpany did build houses on their own property y
whi ch appear to have been intended to house enployees.

Ceorge W Wells, who becane president of the conpany in the 1890's built these two housesoi S
houses at Si Mai n Street (form B-ZIZ) Ot*r\o4) and at?o0 Main Street (form #S-2U) OFlSft«* .

His brother built 28-30 Dresser Street and two houses at the back of his own house | ot in the
Chapin Street Area (form itO-'4(f\). The large estate of A- M Cheney on Chestnut Street was
developed in the late—49th and early—20th century with the cottages and three deckers which
housed conpany enpl oyees. About 1915 the conpany built factory housing on nearby Mple Street
(form #8-210) and at Wndsor Court (form #%2<3") and Twi nehurst Place (form #A-|03)

Sone houses built before 1915,by individual stockholdersjare known to have been owned by the
conpany as recently as the 1940's. Because conplete records of conpany housing are not
available, i tis not known whether either of these two houses ever becane part of the conpany's
early-20th century housing.

B Bl @R and/ or AHFHENES

maps, atlases
Armerican Optical Housing File, J. Edwards Library

ANNTI MY A~~~ ANe T AL s brothe, Hiram C Wells.  The famly relationshipof the
oJ*ers and similarities in the style and date of construction of the houses suggest that a
single architect my have designed al | three.
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