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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Florence Main Post Office is an L-shaped box in the 
Starved Classicism style common to this period of Post Office 
construction. The front elevation is symmetrical with a 
central front door flanked by two windows. The one story 
structure has a flat roof. The public lobby has a tile floor 
and wainscotting and retains many of the original fixtures. 
(1936)

LOCAL CONTEXT

Florence was named in 1873 for the daughter of the first 
Postmaster, James A. McCandless. The city serves as an 
agricultural center; and there is a large cement plant south 
of the town. The post office is located on block north of the 
central business district between commercial and residential 
areas. There are no historic districts in the community, 
although there are many excellent late-19th century and 
early-20th century commercial and residential structures.

The original site survey (11-23-35) indicates that there were 
a single-story frame house and a brick commercial building on 
the subject property.

PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The building appears to be in excellent condition, and both it 
and the site are being extremely well maintained.

The single-story structure is constructed of hollow tile faced 
with tan brick. It has a concrete front entrance and concrete 
foundation. There is a composition roof. The public lobby 
has a tile floor and wainscotting; the workroom has a maple 
floor. There is a fluted ceiling molding. It is in 
essentially original condition, including furniture and 
fixtures. A lobby mural painted by Olive Rush in 1937 of a 
group of antelope is located in the public lobby.

The building is constructed in a style of government buildings 
common to the late 1930s. It is essentially a Beaux-Arts 
form, stripped of most ornamentation, referred to as "Starved 
Classicism". The windows are rectangular, recessed, and
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outlined by a stepped course of brick. The fluted concrete 
facing surrounding the front door and two adjacent windows is 
of note. There is also a cast rectangular panel with a zigzag 
modern design over the front door. The lamps flanking the 
front entrance are original.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Although the Florence Main Post Office is not yet 50 years 
old, it has exceptional local significance as a particularly 
well-crafted example of Art Deco-flavored Starved Classicism, 
used in the contact of a small-town single purpose post 
office. This example of starved classicism design in the only 
use of this motif in the community. It is also significant on 
the state level, as being a finely executed example of its 
stylistic group. Finally the building is also exceptionally 
significant on the local level as a symbolic legacy of the 
federal government's role in aiding local communities during 
the Depression era. The Florence Post Office is the 
community's role legacy of the a great federal building 
programs of the Depression, as well as perhaps the only major 
building constructed in the city during the 1930's.

ARCHITECTURE

The Florence Post Office is Classical in its scale and 
proportion, but has been stripped of the historical 
architectural detailing and even the vestigial detailing 
typical of the Starved Classical buildings in the 
Neo-Classical mode. The design represents the ultimate 
reduction of the Classical and wears the refined trappings of 
a modern building. The single-storied, five-bayed front 
facade is flat and uncluttered by ornamentation. The 
simplicity of the design directs focus to the broad fluted 
cast panels which delineates the central entry and flanking 
window bays and seemingly projects them from the buff-colored 
brick of the end wings. The vertically emphasized panels 
which rise from the water table to the coping course, impart 
an understated monumental quality to the design. Influence of 
Art Deco is evidence by the zig zag design which ornaments the 
door head of the central entry bay.

The building is the only example of the Starved Classicism and 
Art Deco in the City of Florence, as well as the only major 
building constructed in the city during the 1930s. Its design 
is unique and distinctive when compared to the body of private 
and public architecture in the city. The commercial district 
along Main Street (one-half block south of post office) was 
developed between 1885 and 1920 and essentially stopped
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growing after the loss of ore reduction mills in 1910, a 
major portion of its economic base. These buildings are 
primarily two-storied brick with brick-work typical of the 
era, particularly in the use of cobbling. The Public 
Library, located north and across the street from the post 
office, is a single story plain Neo-classical building of 
buff-colored brick (circa 1910). Other public buildings 
include the High School (1921 Neo-Classical) and the City 
Hall (1970s).

POLITICS/GOVERNMENT ECONOMICS

Construction of the Florence Post Office was a major event in 
the city during the Depression era. The effort to convince 
Congressional representatives to obtain appropriations, 
acquisition of a site, and construction of the building were 
reported in the Florence Daily Citizen between 1935 and 1937. 
Announcement of the appropriation for the building in the 
governments $60,000,000 emergency building program came on 
August 14, 1935. With unusual rapidity the federal 
representatives moved forward with site selection which was 
reported during August and September of 1935. An article of 
November 21, 1935 hinted that local building materials would 
be used if they met federal specifications. During the spring 
of 1936, the selection of a contractor was the next step 
toward construction. Finally, on May 19th, it was announced 
that Newstrom & Davies of Denver won the contract with a bid 
of $52,700. Articles of July 27, August 1st and August llth 
discussed the upcoming groundbreaking and noted that a large 
number of people had been standing around the site and 
inquiring about jobs. It was anticipated that the project 
would employ about 25 men, with the use of local workers to 
the degree possible.

Headlines announcing the "New Post Office Will Be Dedicated 
Saturday Afternoon" greeted the readers of the December 3, 
1936 issue of the Daily Citizen. The article provided details 
of the upcoming cornerstone ceremony for the $52,000 building. 
Representative John A Martin of Pueblo, who was credited with 
obtaining the building for the city, would provide the main 
address. The American Legion, High School Band and Chamber of 
Commerce would all participate. Stores would be closed from
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2:00 to 3:00 in the afternoon so that all could attend. The 
ceremony was reported on December 5th and December 7th. A 
crowd of over 200 people braved the near-freezing weather to 
attend the important events of the day. Coverage continued 
with regular progress reports provided by the Daily Citizen 
in April, May and June. An article of August 16, which 
included a photograph of the nearly completed post office 
announced that the building would be occupied in the next 
week with an open house on August 20th. A delay in the 
arrival of the furniture had caused previous moving dates to 
be postponed, but now the new building would begin serving 
the community. The open house, which was attended by a large 
crowd was reported in the August 23, 1937 edition of the 
Daily Citizen.

The post office was the city's first federally constructed 
postal facility and the only manifestation of the federal 
presence within the community. Further, the construction of 
the post office was a major local event—one in which the 
helping hand and concern of the federal government was 
symbolized in the form of a public building.
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