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The Old Covered Bridge of Sheffield spans the Housatonic River i n the Plains 
region of Sheffield. The surrounding area i s predominantly r u r a l ; the 
immediate area i s the flood p l a i n of the r i v e r . The bridge, i n 19th century 
fashion, i s angled and runs southvjest to northeast across the r i v e r . 
I t i s approached on either side by Covered Bridge Lane vrhich runs 
approximately east to west. The easterly approach i s from Boardman Street 
and i s twenty-six hundred feet long. The six hundred foot long westerly 
approach begins at Main Street (U.S. 7). The bridge i s ninety-three feet 
long with an outside width of f i f t e e n feet, eleven inches. The i n t e r i o r 
width i s eleven feet, eleven inches. 

The bridge has a shallow slope ridge roof with gables facing east and west. 
The most arresting feature of the bridge i s i t s structure. The bridge 
employs Town l a t t i c e trusses with secondary chords. Top and bottom 
chords are six inches by fourteen inches with four one and three-quarter 
inch trunnels to s t a b i l i z e the l a t t i c e ends. Lattic e members are three 
inches by ten inches and the secondary chords are six inches by ten inches. 
Timbers are p r i n c i p a l l y hemlock; trunnels are oak, and the f l o o r i n g i s 
oak and elm. 

Exterior sheathing i s v e r t i c a l board with board and batten on the gable ends. 
There are single window openings near the apex, of each gable. The roof i s 
covered with asphalt shingles. Bollard-like posts have been placed at the 
entrance to discourage vehicular t r a f f i c . 

The bridge s i t s on granite piers that have been seriously undermined by 
periodic flooding. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Old Covered Bridge of Sheffield i s s i g n i f i c a n t as the oldest extant 
covered bridge i n Massachusetts and as one of the e a r l i e s t examples of 
a Tovm Lattice Truss bridge. 

I t h i e l Town, New Haven architect, received his f i r s t patent for his 
l a t t i c e truss bridge design i n 1820. The p r i n c i p a l feature of the 
design was i t s a b i l i t y to span great distances with i t s r e l a t i v e l y 
simple engineering. I n 1835 he modified his design with the addition 
of secondary chords for greater s t a b i l i t y . This bridge was b u i l t 
between A p r i l 13, 1837 when Sheffield Selectmen advertised for i t s -
construction and A p r i l 2, 1938 when the bridge was accepted at tovm 
meeting. 

The bridge has been closed to vehicular t r a f f i c since 1970. 
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PAUL GUZZI 

Mr. Charles Herrington, Chief 
Registration Branch 
National Register 
OAPIP, Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Herrington: 

Enclosed you w i l l find plate 31 of the Sheffield Real Estate Book. The boundaries 
of the Old Covered Bridge are deliniated in red. Please note that the nomination 
is confined to the bridge itse l f . I hope that this w i l l satisfy the requirement 
for a verbal boundary description. 

Sincerely, 

(jOtmdhucjL 

Candace Jehkin5 
National Register Coordinator 
Massaciiusetts Historical Commission 

CJ/ts 
enclosure 
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Berkshire-Franklin 

p. O. Box 408 

Resource Conservation and Development Area 

75 South Main Street Sunderland, Ma. 01373 

November 1, 1978 

Mrs. Donna Williams 
National Register Planning Board 
Heritage Conservation and Becreation Service 
Department of Interior 
Washington, D.C. 202̂ *0 

Deeur Mrs. Williams: 

The Berkshire-Franklin RC&D Council supports the nomination of the Sheffield QXd 
Covered Bridge as a candidate for inclusion on the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

This nomination was sent to you one year ago on October l6th, 1977. We urge you 
to make a swift decision as to its status, since the Town would like to save the 
bridge from possible destruction and their search for funding to reverse the eroding 
away of the underpinning would be greatly aided by its inclusion on the Register. 

The RC&D Council i s interested in assisting the Town with this worthwhile preserva­
tion attempt. The bridge is unique in its design, utilizing the so-called Town 
Lattice Truss with Secondary Cords construction, and i s the oldest surviving covered 
bridge in Massachusetts. 

We feel that speed i s extremely important, i f the bridge is to be saved ~ erosion 
becomes increasingly serious with each winter and spring's heavy water flow. Once 
on the Register, i t will be possible to provide protection for this unique structure. 
Once this i s guaranteed, i t will be easier to enlist the support of other groups to 
permanently stabilize the area around the piers as well as to riprap the riverbank 
upstream from the bridge to avoid washouts in future years. 

Your prompt action would be much appreciated. Another year's delay in a decision 
could make the matter moot. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Michael R. Shay 
RC&D Council Chairman 

MRS: dta 

SPONSORED BY: 

Berkshire Conservation District 

Berkshire County Regional Planning Commission 

Franklin Conservation Distria 

Franklin County Commissioners 
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