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DESCRIPTION
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—EXCELLENT _DETERIORATED ~UNALTERED iiIORIGINAL SITE
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X_FAIR _UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND OHIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The O d Covered Bridge of Sheffield spans t heHousatonic River i nthe Plains
region of Sheffield. Thesurrounding area i spredomnantly rural;the
imediate area i stheflood plain of theriver. Thebridge, i n19th century
fashion, i sangled andruns southvjest t onortheast across theriver.

It i sapproached oneither side by Covered Bridge Lane vrhich runs

approxi mtely east towest. Theeasterly approach i sfrom Boardnman Street
and i stwenty-six hundred feet long. Thesix hundred foot |ongwesterly
approach begins at Main Street (U S 7). Thebridge i sninety-three feet
long with anoutsidewi dth of fifteen feet, eleven inches. The interior
width i seleven feet, eleven inches.

The bridge has a shallow slope ridge roof with gables facing east and west.
The nost arresting feature of thebridge i sitsstructure. Thebridge
enpl oys Town lattice trusses with secondary chords. Top and bottom

chords aresix inches by fourteeninches with four oneand three-quarter
inch trunnels tostabilize thelattice ends. Lattice menbers arethree
inches by teninches andt hesecondary chords aresix inches by teninches.
Tinbers arenprincipally hem ock; trunnels areoak, andtheflooringi s

oak andelm

Exterior sheathingis vertical board with board and batten ont he gable ends.
There ar e single wi ndow openings near theapex, of each gable. Theroofi s
covered with asphalt shingles. Bollard-like posts have been placed at the
entrance t odiscourage vehicular traffic.

The bridge sits ongranite piers that have been seriously undern ned by
periodic flooding.
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The O d Covered Bridge of Sheffield i ssignificant as theol dest extant
covered bridge in Massachusetts and as one of theearliest exanples of
a TovmLattice Truss bridge.

[thiel Town, New Haven architect, received his first patent for his
lattice truss bridge design i n1820. The principal feature of the
design was itsability tospan great distances with itsrelatively
simple engineering. |1 n 1835 he modified his design with the addition
of secondary chords for greater stability. This bridge was built
between April 13, 1837 when Sheffield Selectnen advertised for its -
construction and April 2, 1938 when t he bridge was accepted at tovm
meet i ng.

The bridge has been closed tovehicular traffic since 1970.
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TELEPHONE REPORT

OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION

PROJECT: A ANNAAA

TO/FROM: CO/>W-A "NJIJAWV. DATE: A HJOS-
ADDRESS: PHONE:

STAFF MEMBER: AAAMA DIVISION:

REPORT:

rAs/\



PAUL GUZZI

M. Charles Herrington, Chief

Regi stration Branch

National Register

P, Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
Védshington, DC 20240

Dear M. Herrington:
Encl osed youwill find plate 31 of the Sheffield Real Estate Book. The boundaries
of the A dCovered Bridge aredeliniated i nred. Pl ease note that the nom nation

Is confinedto the bridge itself. | hope that this will satisfy the requirenent
for averbal boundary description.

Sincerely,

(jOtmdhucjL

Cadbeoe Jehkins
National Register Coordinator
Massaciiusetts Historical Commisson

Clts
encl osure
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Berkshire-Franklin

Resource Consarvation and Development Area
p. O. Box 408 75 South Main Stregt Sunderland, Ma. 01373

Novenber 1, 1978

Ms. Donna WIIlians

National Regi ster Planning Board

Heritage Conservation and Becreation Service
Departnent of Interior

VWéshington, DC  202%0

Dear Mrs. Williams:

The Berkshire-Franklin R®EDCouncil supports the nomnation of the SheffieldQd
Covered Bridge as a candidate for inclusion onthe National Register of Historic
Pl aces.

This nomnation was sent toyouone year ago on (ctober [6th, 1977. W& urge you
to nake a swift decisionastoitsstatus, since the Toan would |ike tosave the
bridge from possible destructionandtheir search for funding toreverse the eroding
away of the underpinning woul d be greatly aided byits inclusion onthe Register.

The REDCouncil i sinterested inassisting the Toan with this worthwhile preserva-
tion attenpt. Thebridge i sunique initsdesign, utilizing the so-called Town
Lattice Truss with Secondary Cords construction, andi s the ol dest surviving covered
bridge in Massachusetts.

W feel that speed i s extremely inportant, i f the bridge i stobesaved ~ erosion
becones increasingly seriouswith each winter andspring' s heavy water flow Qnce
on the Register, i twill bepossibletoprovide protection for this unique structure.
Qnce this i sguaranteed, itwll beeasier toenlist the support of other groups to
permanent |y stabilize the area around the piers aswell astoriprap the riverbank
upstream fromthe bridge t oavoid washouts in futureyears.

Your pronpt action woul d be nuch appreciated. Another year's delay in a decision
could nake the matter noot. Thank you.

Sincerely,

M chael R Shay
RED Counci | Chai rman

MRS dta

SPONSORED BY:

Berkshire Consarvation District Franklin Consarvation Distria
Berkshire County Regiond Planning Commission Franklin County Commissoners



TELEPHONE REPORT

OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION

PROJECT. UrWDb  gfUOGC

44St4" [do" GO uVbr

He..s PHONE  ta-y7Va3-

STAFF MMNEER 0Y™MYg D VI SION

RO

t
AV AK) W oLul ©S uifed A W

v/sr

X



ENTR ES | NTHE NATI ONAL REA STER
STATE MASSAH BETTS
Dat e Entered NY 2 4 198

|
Haae Locati on

dd Covered Bridge I Sheffield
Berkshire Gotmy

Al'so Notified
Honor abl e Edward W Brooke
Honor abl e Edward M Kennedy State Historic Preservation Officer
Honorable Silvio 0. Conte Ms. Patricia L. Vsl ownski

Executive Director

Massachusstte Historical Conmm ssion
29A Véshl n.~ton Street

Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

NR Byers/bjr 12/5/ 78
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