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Baltimore
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Records Office, Room 601
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CITY. TOWN
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Maryland 21202
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Broadway School, #109, is a stylistically neutral utilitarian brick structure 
which stands in the neighborhood of The Johns Hopkins Hospital. This two-story red 
brick building features a central tower capped by a pediment, two large chimneys with 
arched openings, and an entrance appendage on the south facade housing a stairwell. 
The school fronts on Broadway, which has a landscaped median strip with trees, sloping 
lawn, and space for sitting and walking. The building is surrounded by late 19th 
century brick rowhouses.

The front (west) facade is constructed of red stretched bond brick. It is six 
bays wide with a one bay wide entrance area set back from the front facade on the south, 
Two brick piers define the central tower, which is two bays wide with four nine-over- 
nine windows. The windows have stone sills and splayed brick lintels. A brick water 
table surmounts four bricked up basement window openings. Above the second story 
windows is a large carved stone displaying "Male and Female Primary School #5". A 
wooden dentilled pediment with brick tympanum surmounts bands of corbeled brick and 
header bond brick to end the tower facade. Two large chimneys, visible from the front 
facade, have arched openings on all sides, brick bands,and a corbeled brick cornice.

The building walls are styled in the fashion of the tower facade with identical 
windows, water table, bricked up basement openings and brick construction. They 
are defined by two slightly projecting corner piers. The walls are capped by brick 
corbeling, a band of header bond brick, and a metal rain gutter.

The brick appendage housing the front entrance and stairwell is one bay wide on 
the front facade and two bays wide on the side: it is three stories to the rest of 
the building's higher-ceilinged two. Both front and rear entrances are comprised of 
double doors surmounted by a single-light transom. A bracketed entrance hood above 
the front entrance is surmounted by a small window on the first floor and a four-over- 
four window on the second story. A wood cornice completes the facade. The side 
facade of the entrance appendage has identical four-over-four windows.

The north facade of the school is ten bays long. An outdoor stairway enclosed in 
corrugated metal is located here, as are two basketball play areas. This side is 
divided by two brick chimneys. The two rear windows are four-over-four, while the 
remaining windows are six-over-six with splayed brick lintels and stone sills. A 
rear entrance has a bracketed entrance hood identical to the front entrance. The 
south facade is divided by three projecting chimneys. It has a basement entrance. 
The rear section of both sides has a flat roof and simple wood cornice. The front 
portion of the side facade ends in a metal roof gutter and gabled roof.

The rear (east) facade is six bays wide. Windows are four-over-four with stone 
sills and splayed brick lintels. This facade fronts on a cobblestone alley.

The building interior features an "open plan" with classrooms separated by multi- 
paned glass partitions, "j^e second fl°or nas a central corridor with flanking class 
rooms which ends in a T-shape in the rear building section. This section houses two 
small rooms and stairways. The corridor on the first floor stops at the front four 
classrooms. Access to some of these classrooms is obtained only through other class 
rooms .

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET #1.
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(DESCRIPTION CONTINUED)

The ceilings in the corridors and classrooms are plastered. Floors are constructed 
of narrow wooden floor boards. Most of the doors are paneled with large multi-paned 
windows, and partition walls between classrooms are multi-paned glass with a paneled 
wooden base.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Broadway School was constructed in 1876. The building is significant as an 
"open plan" school wihh classes separated by glass partitions, This plan was developed 
in 1868 after a reformist movement sought to develop prototypical standards for school 
buildings. The "open plan" design was developed by J, J. Husband and was first used in 
School #126 in Sharp-Leadenhall. This plan allowed the principal to have a commanding 
view of all the classrooms. It also provided the flexibility to create larger classrooms 
by opening up glass partitions.

School #109 is proposed for re-use as twenty housing units. It is located near the 
Johns Hopkins Hospital, an area where there has been considerable interest in improving 
the community and attracting new groups to the neighborhood. The community has many 
nineteenth century houses, churches, and other institutional buildings.

SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANCE

This school is significant as an "open plan" school with classes separated by 
glass partitions. Few of these schools survive today. Built in 1876, the school operated 
for nearly 100 years. The exterior architecture of the building is rather simple, 
blending into surrounding row housing.
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STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I 
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