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1. Name of Property

historic name Beck's Mill
other names/site number

2. Location

street & number R.R. 4 Box 117 not for publication
city, town Salem vicinity
state  Tndiana code TN county Washington code 175 zipcode 47167
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
% private @@uilding(s) Contributing Noncontributing
public-local ] district 1 0 _buildings
(] public-State [site 1 0 _sites
[ public-Federal [ structure 0 0__ structures
[l object 0 0 objects
2 0 Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
Grain Mills in Indiana listed in the National Register __ Q0

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
nomination [_| request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the property Bme,atsD :l%-ot meet the National Register criteria. (I see continuation sheet.
\. C. [ A S )
iRl

Date

State or Federal agen yd bureau

In my opinion, the property D meets Ddoes not meet the National Register criteria. []see continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification .

I, hegeby, certify that this property is: V

[V entered in the National Register. M % » /
[]see continuation sheet. ) /2 7/, (7]

[Jdetermined eligible for the National /7
Register. l:] See continuation sheet.

Ddetermined not eligible for the
National Register.

Dremoved from the National Register.
[:] other, (explain:)

/
54,' Signature of the Keeper Date of Action




-

»

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
INDUSTRY: manufacturing facility VACANT/NOT IN USE

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)

foundation STONE: limestone
walls _ WALLS: Weatherboard

NO STYLE

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

Beck's Mill stands against a picturesque backdrop of a rocky
ravine, a forest of giant sycamores and maples, a huge virgin
sycamore close to the west elevation, and the quiet waters of
Mill Creek. Built from white poplar trees cut from the
surrounding Beck farm, the mill is set into the side of a rugged
hill. The simple vernacular millhouse, typical of mills of this
period, was built in 1864 and is the third mill to occupy the
site chosen by George Beck and his sons when they arrived in
Washington County in 1807. The Becks discovered a subterranean
spring that they easily harnessed to power the mill. The power
source has never been replaced throughout the mill's long
history. The millhouse retains its integrity in regard to
location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and
association, meeting all the standards set forth in the
registration requirements for multiple property nominations. The
pastoral setting remains virtually unchanged from the time that
the Beck's built their last mill in 1864.

The rectangular, two and one half story, front gabled
millhouse resembles a barn with windows and measures thirty feet
by thirty-eight feet, four inches. The braced-frame construction
rests on the original foundation of rough cut, irregularly
coursed limestone fit together without mortar. The foundation
varies in depth from a few feet where the building meets the hill
to approximately fifteen feet near the creek, following the
natural grade of the hill. The foundation encloses an unfinished
area that slopes gradually with the hill. (See Photo 4.) The
lower level contains rods and gears that extend from the wheel to
the corn mill and from the turbine to the flour mill.

[X] see continuation sheet



8. Statement of Significance

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
[Inationally [ statewide X ocally

Applicable National Register Criteria [X]JA [ |8 [_Jc [_]D

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA [ B [Jc [o [Je [JF [Je

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Industry 1864-1890
Agriculture
Commerce
Cultural Affiliation
N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A N/A

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

Beck's Mill, which is located in Washington County in
southern Indiana, is significant for its association with the
development of the grain milling industry in Indiana. (See
historic context, "Grain Mills in Indiana.") The mill is an
important and direct link to the beginning of the milling
industry in the state, and is the only extant mill in the state
that used only grindstones in the milling process. It is an fine
example of the numerous early mills located in remote areas that
did not change with the advent of new technology. The period of
the greatest significance of the present Beck's Mill was from
1864 to 1890, during which time the mill served a county-wide
area in southern Indiana. Although the mill continued to grind
grain until the early 1900s, the milling industry had become
centralized in large urban centers.

George Beck and his family came west from Winston-Salem,
North Carolina, and made their first stop at Bear Grass, in what
is now Louisville, Kentucky, in 1807. He and his sons crossed
the Ohio River and followed the Vincennes trail northward in the
Indiana Territory looking for a good location for a grain mill.
They found an ideal site in a natural amphitheater next to a
spring that poured out of a limestone cave in an area later known
as Washington County. The Becks built their first fifteen foot
square mill with the aid of a millwright named Canada. The
family traded furs for local millstones in Louisville, and the
mill opened for business in the fall of 1808. The mill property
was officially deeded to the Beck family in 1811. The mill, the
first in Washington County or within a radius of nearly forty
miles, was patronized by both white settlers and Shawnee Indians.
The mill became the center of industrial activity and influenced
the development of a small, bustling community called Becks Mill.

[X]see continuation sheet



9. Major Bibliographical References

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

L__]preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67)
has been requested

[ previously listed in the National Register

|:]previously determined eligible by the National Register

Ddesignated a National Historic Landmark

[CJrecorded by Historic American Buildings
Survey #

["Irecorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

See continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data:
D State historic preservation office
[]other State agency

D Federal agency

["]Local government

(] University
[ other
Specify repository:
Indiang Historic Sites:-and

Surveys Inventory

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property Approximately 1/2 acre

UTM References
All 6| |5736,45] [4265]|6,4,0]
Zone  Easting Northing

(o3 I O I T NN O A O B B

- 3 T O I I T I T AR B

Zone Easting Northing
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D See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

|z] See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

[X] see continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nameftite __Jane R. Nolan

organization ___Indiana University, Indianapolis  date .June 1990

street & number __ 425 University Boulevard  telephone _(317) 274-3811

city or town ___Indianapolis, state __Indiana zip code 46202



7. Continuation sheet: Description of Beck's Mill

Beck's Mill is clad with its original traditional horizontal
boards of weathered white poplar clapboard. Vertical wood strips
trim the corners. These vertical strips were often utilized by
the upland southerners who populated southern Indiana. There is
a small square housing for the turbine on the north side of the
mill. (See Photo 4.) The moderately pitched roof has wide
overhanging eaves at the gabled ends of the building and slightly
overhanging eaves over the north and south elevations. The roof
is covered with green aluminum thick butt shingles applied by the
present owner. The mill is three bays wide on the north, east,
and south elevations.

The main elevation has large central door openings in the
first and second stories that have modified three-sided
segmental arches, the shape of which is dictated by the interior
braced-frame construction. The first and second floor have
Dutch-type doors that meet in the middle and open inward. The
door on the first floor is constructed of rough-sawn boards in a
diamond pattern. The second-floor door is rough-sawn in a
vertical batten pattern. The slightly smaller opening in the
attic story has an arch similar to those on the lower floors.

The door is gone; there is a pulley for elevating bags of wheat
located above the door opening. There are two six over six
double-hung windows with their original simple wood surrounds on
either side of the first and second story doors. (See Photo 2.)

The north and south elevations of the millhouse are the
same except for the height of the foundation and the small
turbine housing on the north side, which is clad with vertical
six inch boards and covered by a shed roof. Scaffolding on the
north side is part of a recent attempt to restore the mill; it is
not a part of the historic fabric of the mill. Both elevations
have three six over six double-hung windows with the original
simple wood surrounds on the first and second stories.

The west elevation has a small vertical batten door in the
south corner. There is a large screened rectangular window in
the gable of the attic story, and there are two six over six
double~-hung windows, one in the center on the second story and
one in the north corner of the first story.

The interior, which is divided into two main floors and an
attic, has an open plan with timber construction. The
arrangement of the interior is largely determined by the function
of the mill. There are four large vertical corner posts and
eight vertical posts and diagonal beams in the load-bearing walls
that contribute to the support of the building. In addition,
there are two ten-inch, wood-pegged supporting beams located in
the center of the mill. The open frame ceiling is constructed of
two by six inch boards. The floor is of broad wood planks. A
ten foot long plywood wall of recent construction sets off a
small area used for sales. The salesroom runs along the south
wall and contains a brick chimney. Two hollow diagonal wooden
legs fitted with small metal cups carried the wheat from the
first to the second floor after it was weighed on a rolling



7. Continuation sheet: Description of Beck's Mill

scale. A wooden chute connects the flour mill on the first floor
to the wheat bin on the second floor.

The two runs of stone at Beck's Mill were both utilized in
the earlier mills on the site and are located on the first floor.
The larger grindstones for the corn mill were cut from local
stone. The rolling scale weighed the farmer's corn and carried
it to the corn mill to be processed. The entire corn-grinding
process took place on the first floor. The flour mill has
smaller imported French buhrs that the Becks hauled with a team
of oxen approximately twenty-five miles from the Ohio River.
Wheat was first weighed and then elevated to the second floor to
begin the two-floor flour grinding process.

In the southwest corner of the first floor, an open stairway
with a trap door leads to the wood planked second floor. The
second floor is a large open space that contains the original
bins and machinery employed in the flour milling process. Wooden
legs or chutes extend from the large wheat bin from which the
wheat was funneled into the hopper boy on the first floor by
means of gravity. The second floor also houses a John Russell
smut machine, and a wheat cleaner, as well as bolters and
sifters. The Becks installed carding machines in 1822; the
carding machines, and looms for weaving were transferred to the
present mill and are located on the second floor where they
continued operation until 1901. Open stairs in the northeast
corner lead to the unfinished half-story attic. It has only been
used for storage purposes.

Beck's Mill employed both a waterwheel and a turbine to
operate the mill. The sixteen foot iron overshot waterwheel,
which replaced an earlier wooden wheel in 1897, turned the stones
for the corn grinding process. The small turbine supplied the
power for the flour mill. Both waterwheel and turbine are
located on the north side of the mill. An iron penstock, a
thirty-inch pipe, brings the water to the mill. (See Photo 4.)
The Becks constructed a small dam of large rectangular limestone
blocks across the mouth of the cave located in the rocky hill to
the west of the mill. The dam impounds a head of water from a
subterranean spring that flows through the penstock and ends in
two pressure-relief drums. An inverted syphon the size of a
stovepipe that once led the water to the baffle-plated water
wheel and the turbine that rotated under the force of gravity is
no longer attached to the penstock. There is enough water power
to grind twelve to fifteen bushels of grain per hour. The water
drains into the stream and forms the tail race.

Later members of the Beck family operated a small museum on
the second floor of the mill. Many of the antique items, which
had no relevance to the mill or its history, have been taken by
vandals who left the mill in disarray. However, the original
mill equipment and machinery remains undamaged, some of it going
back to the earlier mills built on the site. So little has
changed at Beck's Mill in 126 years, that it is possible to
envision it in its height when it was the center of industrial
activity for miles around.



8. Continuation sheet: Statement of significance

over the years, the family built other buildings and
structures as business boomed and community needs grew. The
success of the mill encouraged the Becks to attach the county's
first sawmill to the grain mill in 1809. When Indians became
troublesome in 1812, the family built a stone fort just east of
the mill for protection in the event of an attack.
Archaeological remains of the fort can be observed across the
road from the present mill. In the 1820s, the Becks expanded the
mill functions to include wool carding machines in a small
attached shed and a distillery, which they built across the wagon
road. By 1825, the thriving business required a larger mill.
The Becks constructed a second mill on the site of the first and
imported French buhr stones to grind the flour. Local stones
continued to grind the corn. By mid-century, the U.S. Post
Office began mail service in the mill, which continued until
1901.

The present folk-style, white poplar millhouse replaced the
second mill in 1864. The Becks employed the original penstock to
supply the power for the large water wheel and small turbine.
They installed the carding mills on the second floor of the new
mill and utilized the stone buhrs from the older mill. Beck's
Mill was so busy, it often operated twenty-four hours a day
during the height of its significance from 1864 to 1890.

However, the centralization of the flour milling industry in
urban areas gradually took a large part of the business from
small mills, and by 1901, Beck's Mill discontinued grinding flour
and corn. Wool carding ceased in 1914, although the mill was
open to the public for visitation until 1920.

Beck's Mill is still owned by the ninth generation of the
original Beck family. The mill is an unusual, if not unique,
representative of early grain mills in the state, because it was
never built for or converted to a roller mill like most
contemporary mills in Indiana. The mill never served distant
markets or expanded beyond the neighborhood mill stage. The mill
building has the essential physical features that it possessed at
the time of its period of significance, from 1864 to 1890. The
mill is located on its original site in a setting that has
changed very little over the decades. The building has aged but
has not been significantly altered since its erection in 1864,
and the milling equipment is intact. Because there has been
little or no growth in the community of Becks Mill since the late
1800s, the entire area as well as the millhouse provides a link
to the era of the local mill and the early industrial development
of southern Indiana.

ro



9. Continuation sheet: Major bibliographical references
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10. Continuation sheet: Geographical data

Verbal Boundary Description

Beginning at the southwest corner of the bridge (point A) on
Becks Mill Road that crosses Mill Creek, proceed diagonally west
and slightly south 190 feet to a fence that runs parallel to the
north side of the mill on the hill over the cave behind Beck's
Mill. (point B) At point B, turn south and proceed 70 feet on a
line parallel to the west side of the mill to point C. Turning
at a right angle to point C, proceed east for 214 feet parallel
to and 27 feet out from the south side of the mill to the west
side of Becks Mill Road. (point D) Follow the curve in Becks
Mill Road 125 feet from point D to starting point A at the
bridge.

Boundary Justification

The immediate area of the mill is a part of a larger acreage.
Some of the acreage has been excluded from the nomination,
because the property does not contribute to the mill's historical
significance. The boundary includes the property necessary to
demonstrate its historic relationship to milling: the mill, the
mill dam, a portion of the hill over the dammed cave that
contains the spring that supplied the water power for the mill,
the tail race, the penstock, and the area between the mill and
Becks Mill Road.
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