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by entering the information requested. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter “N/A” for “‘not applicable.” Fof"functions,
architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional
entries and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How to Completr%

1. Name of Property

historic name ___-91d Sentral Grammar School ,

other names/site number _ Haines City Middle School Annex; Fellowship Dinning-Ridge

2. Location

street & number ___801 Iedwith Avenue N/A[] not for publication
city or town ___Haines City N/A [ vicinity

state__ Florida code __FL  county _ Polk code __ 105 zip code 33845

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this ¥ nomination
| request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. in my opinion, the property
(R meets [] does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

[ nationaity [ statzade X1 tocally. (] See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

W&M/ DLAA'IZL SHPo | _/,u]%

ignatlire of certifying official/Title Date

te Historic Preservation Offloerl Division of Historical Resources
State of Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property O meets [ does not meet the National Register criteria. (L—_l See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. Nationai Park Service Certification L
i? Date of Action

| hereby/certify that the property is: S7§nature of the Keeper
entered in the National Register.
] see continuation sheet.

[ determined eligible for the gxtered
National Register National Registez’:

[] see continuation sheet.

[C] determined not eligible for the
National Register.

1 removed from the National
Register.

[ other, (explain:)




01d Central Grammar School Polk, Florida
Name of Property County and State
5. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box) (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

[ private building(s) Contributing Noncontributing

&l public-local [ district -

[ public-State [ site L Q buildings

J public-Federal 0 structure sites

[ object structures
objects
1 0 Total
Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources previously listed
(En}er “NIA_” if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) in the National Reqister
Historic and Architectural Resources ! 0 9
of Haines City 0
6. Function or Use
Historic Functions Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)
Education/School Education/School Annex
Gov Senior Service Center

7. Description

Architectural Classification : i ‘ Materials
(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)
Mission Revival foundation __Brick
walls Brick
roof Asphalt

other __ Concrete: Decorative Details

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)




0ld Central Grammar School
Name of Property

P F
County and State

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark “x”’ in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

[J B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

(R C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

[ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history. -

Criteria Considerations
(Mark “x’’ in all the boxes that apply.)

Propenrty is:

(1 A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

(] B removed from its original location.

(1 € a birthplace or grave.

[J D a cemetery.

[J E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
[J F a commemorative property.

] G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

"Areas of Significance

(Enter categories from instructions)

Education °
Architecture

Period of Significance
1925

Significant Dates
1925

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/a

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Hosford, E.C. (Architect)

Smith, Paul (Builder)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibilography

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

J preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

[J previously listed in the National Register

[ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

{1 designated a National Historic Landmark

[ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

(1 recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

State Historic Preservation Office

[1 Other State agency
[ Federal agency
[J Local government
L1 University
L1 Qther

Name of repository:




0ld Central Grammar School Polk, Florida
Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property Less than one

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1LlJ_’L]|_4L3J_8_|_6_LAL_OJL3LlLDJ_8L6|_21_d <3 I I I N O O T BT

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

2|1Jlll|lll|l‘l|ll| 4|!IlLl‘\lJ[lIl|llJ

[ see continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameftite _ W. Carl Shiver, Historic Sites Specialist

organization __Bureau of Historic Preservation date _December 21, 1993
street & number _500 South Bronough Street telephone _(904) 487-2333
city or town __Tallahassee state _Florida  zp code _32399-0250

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name __ City of Haines City

street & number __P.0. Box 1507 telephone

city or town __Haines City state Florida zip code 33844

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Description

Summary Paradraph

The Central Grammar School is a two-story, Mission Style
style building located at 801 Ledwith Avenue just southeast of
downtown Haines City. The school was constructed in 1925 and
fegtures a symmetrical facade consisting five main bays, three of
which are crowned by shaped parapets stylistically derived from
the Mission style. The central bay has an arched entranceway and
frontispiece decorated with classical details. The building has
a T-shaped plan and is covered by a large hip roof. Shaped
parapets, arched entranceways, and cast concrete decorative
details are also found on the other elevations. The original
double hung, wood sash windows have been replaced with metal
awning windows.

. ting N ti

Exterior

The main (north) facade of Central Grammar School overlooks
Ledwith Avenue. The two-story structure has a truncated "T" plan
and is sheltered by a large hip roof with wide eaves and exposed
rafter ends. The main facade has three large parapets (Photos 1~
4), the center one of which defines the main entrance to the
building. The arched parapet ends in stepped corners. A large
cast concrete frontispiece located immediately below the parapet
occupies most of the surface of the central wall bay. The main
entrance is contained within a small recessed porch dominated by
an archway flanked by spiral pilasters and crowned by an
entablature that supports another column and entablature motif--
executed in high and low relief--located on the second story.
Cast concrete urns stand above the columns on the cornice of the
second story entablature.

Parapets are also found above the bays at both ends of the
facade, and all five major bays feature spandrels containing cast
concrete decorative relief panels. The red brick of the main
walls of the strongly contrasts with the white concrete relief
panels. The original 12/1 and 4/1 double hung sash windows have
been removed and replaced with metal awning windows.

The east and west elevations (Photos 5-6) are very similar
to one another. They display symmetrical facades with shaped
parapets that interrupt the eaves. The first and second story
entrances punctuate wall surfaces below the parapets, A one-
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story recessed porch with an arched entrance complements the
fanlight above the double doors. The doorway also features
sidelights. The second story entrance is located immediately
above the one on the ground level and is reached by a metal
stairway. The single leaf doorway stands in the middle of a
surrounds consisting of sidelights and a rectangular transom.
Blind rectangular openings that flank the entrances on both
stories feature cast concrete surrounds that contrast strongly
with the red brick exterior walls.

On the rear (south) elevation (Photos 6-7), a pair of two-
story pavilions embrace a one-story ell that extends toward the
rear of the building lot. The two-story sections of the building
contain restrooms, while the one-story portion houses the school
auditorium. The tops of the pavilions terminate in curvilinear
parapets that echo those on the other elevations. A tall brick
chimney rises from the roof. Some of the original double hung
sash windows with 1/1 panes remain intact on this elevation.
Large cast concrete panels embellish groups of windows that open
into classrooms. A rectangular band with geometric shapes
separate window groupings between the floors.

Interior

Oon the first floor, a short entrance corridors leads to a
long central hall that extends the full width of the building
(Photos 8-9). 8Six classrooms, a library, principal’s office,
auditorium, and restrooms are found downstairs (Photos 10-11).
Most of the interior walls in the school are covered with
plaster, and the ceilings stand between ten and twelve feet above
floor level. The ceilings in most areas retain their original
material and finish. The majority of the original doors and
hardware, plus many other fixtures are still in place on both
floors. Classrooms still have their original blackboards and

heating radiators. The auditorium retains its original design
and many of its original seats.

A pair of stairways that lead to the second story flank the
auditorium (Photo 12). These retain their original handrails,
balusters, treads, and risers. On the second floor, a corridor
similar to the one on the ground floor separates seven classrooms
and two restrooms (Photos 13-14). As with the lower floor,
original doors, hardware, chalkboards, and radiators remain. The
original restroom facilities also remain intact.
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Except for the windows, most of the original fabric and
features of the school remain intact. Some later buildings and
temporary structures are found on the school grounds, but the
primary structure retains a high degree of physical and visual
integrity.
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List o o s
1. Central Grammar School
2. 801 Ledwith Street, Haines City (Polk County), Florida
3. Sidney Johnston
4. 1992
5. Historic Property Associates
6. Main (North) Facade, Looking Southeast
7. Photo No. 1 of 14

Numbers 1-5bare the same for the remaining photographs.

6.
7.

6‘
7.

6.
7.

6.
7.

6.
7'

6.
7.

6.
7.

6.
7.

Main (North) Facade, Looking South
Photo No. 2 of 14

Main (North) Entrance, Looking South
Photo No. 3 of 14

Main (North) Facade and East Elevation, Looking Southwest
Photo No. 4 of 14

East Elevation, Looking West
Photo No. 5 of 14

West Elevation, Looking Northeast
Photo No. 6 of 14

South (Rear) Elevation, Looking North from behind Outbuilding
Photo No. 7 of 14

Interior, First Floor Cofridor, Looking West
Photo No. 8 of 14

Interior, West Entrance, Looking West
Photo No. 9 of 14

Interior, Typical Classroom, Looking Southwest
Photo No. 10 of 14

Interior, Auditorium, Looking North
Photo No. 11 of 14

Interior, Staircase, Looking North
Photo No. 12 of 14
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6.
7.

6.
7'

Interior,
Photo No.

Interior,
Photo No.

Second Floor Corridor, Looking West
13 of 14

Typical Classroom, Looking Southwest
14 of 14
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Summary Paragraph

. The Haines City Central Grammar School is eligible for
listing in the National Register of Historic Places at the local
level under criteria A and C in the areas of Architecture and
Education. Completed in 1925, it was the first “modern”
educational facility eracted in Haines City. Under criterion a,
the school has significance as the community’s historic grammar
school. Tied closely to the history of Haines City, the school
was completed in 1925 and served the education needs of the area
until recently. The Mission style building was designed by
architect E.C. Hosford, who produced the designs for many public
buildings in Florida, some of which are individually listed in
the National Register. The building contributes to the "Historic
and Architectural Resources of Haines City"™ multiple property
group as defined under sections E and F of the cover document.

Supporting Narrative

The first public school in Haines City was a grammar school
that was erected in 1916 near the downtown business district. A
high school was constructed just three years later, but these
facilities proved to be inadeguate for the education of the
children of the community’s growing population. 1In 1925 the Polk
County School Board authorized the construction of a new
elementary school in Haines City and Lakeland architect E.C.
Hosford was hired to design the facility.

Hosford was born in Georgia in 1880 and had established a
practice in his native state in 1905 after graduating from the
Georgia School of Technology. Hosford received many important
commissions in his career and became notable for designing
courthouses in Georgia and Florida. Those still extant in
Florida were constructed between 1908 and 1927 and are found in
Baker (N.R. 1986), Hendry, Jefferson, Lafayette, and Polk
counties. In 1920, Hosford moved to Lakeland, Florida. He
continued to design major structures that included business
blocks, banks, and schools. His most important school commission
was probably the design for Lakeland High School (N.R. 1993), a
Collegiate Gothic style building completed in 1927.

Central Grammar School was completed in November, 1925 at a
cost of $81,500. The Haines City Central Grammar School
continued to serve the educational needs of the children of
Haines City until the 1970s, when the county school board deeded
the building to the City of Haines City. Although the second
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Significance

floor presently is not in use, the first floor serves as a
support facility for the local Meals On Wheels program.

architectural Signifi

The historic Central Grammar School is a significant
architectural landmark in Haines City. The Mission style
building is the largest and most visually impressive of the two
remaining historic schools in Haines City. School buildings are
a particular building type of which relatively few historic
models remain. 1In Florida, most communities initially built
primitive wood frame schoolhouses of which only a few have
survived. Often these were demolished to make way for more
permanent and efficient structures, as the importance of
secondary education became apparent to citizens of the state.
Central Grammar School in Haines City shares the characteristics
of many schools constructed throughout Florida in the 1920s.
Usually they were masonry buildings, two stories in height that
displayed Gothic and Classical revival style influences, or in
the case of Florida, Mission Style styling. The interior designs
of such schools reflected the latest and most "progressive" views
on the proper designs for schools. The rooms were spacious, and
designed to admit generous amounts of natural light and fresh
air. Central heating was installed, and the facilities had
cafeterias, libraries, and auditoriums to insure the overall
health and welfare of children.
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verb oundar ipt

The official boundaries of the 0l1d Central Grammar School are
those shown on the map.

The above boundaries enclose the only contributing historic

resources associated with the construction and development of the
0ld Central Grammar School.
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