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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL, (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE Jfgif»lr SOU ' S Mill

Jackson l s Mill is a thre_@_s,torx.-MJgû  _s^rixcture, ipL« long by 
36* 8** wide, fhe we_aib@rbomrded frame jstructure is maintained 
by West Virginia State i{.~H Camp personnel under the operation of 
West Virginia University Cooperative Extension Service. When 
West Virginia acquired the mill in 1921, it required repair* 
Much of the siding was replaced and has been regularly painted 
and maintained since that time* The roof was replaced in 195>6 
with hand-cut shingles made in West Virginia* The roof is regu­ 
larly weatherized and is stained green—most recently in May 
1971* *£h<& exterip^f^^l^fe> xmill was repainted in June 1971«

and some original
Much of the oak flooringmill*

Many of the

had to be rep 
fhe stone f o 
river end*
On the £irj.^. f 
that were used 

and

$.tlon is^encl&sfed on each side and open from the
of; A he building has been reinforced*

the/<£arge_ wjioj^eii^eai!LSu.and^MiQden^ cogs
operation* fhe unusual horizontal 

* dam across the West Fork of the
Monongahela River are gone* The wheel will be rebuilt* Its 
primary source of power will be electricity since damming the 
river would interfere with flood control and conservation effort;* 
in the West Fork Soil Conservation District*
To the left of the first floor front entrance is the museum in­ 
formation center* The rest of the floor houses larger agricul­ 
tural items donated to the -museum* G-rist and saw rallls were 
brought to the mill some time ago and are stored here until the 
mills are restored to working order*
The second Jfloor is reached bv_a_narrow^. st,airway_in the north- 
west^d^ier of ~th^ Building*^ Here are the original grain hopper 
and ooaa^sJLJi&fjojrf.^^ Until restoration of the 
mill and erection of the eSibit hall, the second floor is domi­ 
nated by displays of exhibit items. Glass cases contain letters 
and other personal items that belonged to G-eneral Jackson and 
to Union G-eneral Joseph A* J. Lightburn, Jackson's boyhood friend 
Smaller tools and household exhibits are arranged and labeled, 
Since the building has no central heating system, the more fra­ 
gile items; clothing, glassware, dolls, and Light burn *s.military 
effects are moved and stored when the museum closes for winter*
fhe third floor is not regularly open for visitors. This is a 
gabled area smaller than the lower levels, flits area is.used 
for storage* The front doorway on the third floor was originally 
equipped with a pulley and hoist to raise sacks of grain from 
the ground level in front of the mill.
Currently the interior of the mill is electrically wired and 
exterior lights illuminate the mill at night. . Hatural light is 
provided by ^0^ dpublesashed, multi-paned windows and a doorway
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As of March 1975, the original horizontal waterwheel at Jackson 1 s Mill, 
Lewis County, West Virginia, has not been rebuilt, and no changes in the way 
of restorations or reconstructions have been accomplished in the proposed 
museum complex.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNI Fl CAN C Ey S Mill

Jackson 1 s Mill, in Lewis County, standing in its present form 
aince 1837, was located on the farm where Confederate G-eneral 
Thomas J. {"Stonewall") Jackson spent 12 years of his boyhood*
The mill is the focal point of interest in a state park of the 
same name which in 19214- became the first state camp in the 
United States for the IJ.-E Club.
A combination grist and saw mill was first erected by Edward 
Jackson, Stonewall *s grandfather, some time before 1800, three 
miles north of Weston, on the east bank of the West Fork of ^ 
the Monongahela Biver, immediately across the stream from the 
present location.
Harrison County records of December 20, 1786, give Edward Jack­ 
son liberty to build a mill on the West Fork at "Peadros Fish 
Pot," while an Act of the Virginia Assembly, January 20, 1800, 
declares the Monongahela publicly navigable as far as Edward 
Jackson 1 s Mill on the West Fork*
Due to erosion of the bank, the foundations and machinery of 
this mill were moved to the opposite bank some time prior to 
1830 and housed in a wooden building braced with hand-hewn 
timbers. This move was accomplished by Cummins Jackson, son 
of Edward, who after much litigation, had come into possession 
of the mill following his father's death in 1821}.. I*LJJ3J, 
folio> ¥lng_a.JLi^e ,_ Jbihe_.prejie_nt_ grist mill was .erectad,_ and In., it 
remains much ofLthe-:originaJ.^©cxi4^Ment* A saw mill 30 feet 
away is now gone, but under Cummins Jackson it supplied much of 
the lumber for building Weston. Cummins built a dam 6 feet higa 
and 150 feet long to operate his mills. He died in California 
in 1814.9 during the Gold Rush. The mill then passed through 
many hands, but co^t^n^jl^J^ when Wilson 
Arnold was the proprietor.
The log house and succeeding frame house where Stonewall 
respectively lived and spent his vacations are gone.
At the age of five Thomas Jackson- was orphaned and for the next 
twelve years spent most of his time in the mill community of 
his Uncle Cummins, where he made flour, hunted, fished, went 
to school, learned to play the violin, earned money helping to 
build the Parkersburg-Staunt on furnpike, and at the age of 17
took a turn at teaching school. Biographers agree that hiscon.v d»
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Ann Post, Field Agent
ORGANIZATION

West Virginia Antiquities Commission
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Old Mount a in lair. West Virginia University
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National [g State HI Local Q

Dallas B. Shaffer fy 

Title State Liaison Officer

, Date October 2, 1971
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DATE

July 7. 1971

CODE

West Virginia -2&5O6 ' U

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

^"(AAJUJlA £JL C Jy-nA J(J(. (w JtX~s^4
Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic PjjsseYvaTfoH^
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(Number an entnes) statement of Significance - Jackson *s Mill 
chief characteristics were developed in this environment and 
during this stage of his life.
A museum installed in the mill is operated by the Goopez-ative 
Extension Service of West Virginia University and is attracting 
thousands during the summer months, Plans for a Jackson's Mill 
Museum Complex have been developed under a grant from the Bene- 
dum Foundation* Architects have prepared detailed landscape and 
architectural plans for developing the $ store area around the 
mill and the pioneer McWhorter cabin to depict all areas of cul­ 
ture of this region from 1%0 to 1865. The saw and grist mills 
will be restored. The second Jackson home and some outbuildings 
will be re-constructed, The Jackson home will c'ontain conference 
facilities. An exhibit hall is to be built to house domestic, 
agricultural and industrial equipment of the era, now housed in 
the mill* Secondary roads 12 and 10 are to be relocated to di­ 
vert passing traffic and to allow access and parking for complex 
visitors.
Special emphasis will be the commemoration of the two Confederate 
and two Union generals who grew up in this area; Stonewall Jack­ 
son and his cousin "Mudwall^UJa^k^on, who fought with the Con­ 
federacy, and Union commalWW--^oJse>^ Iiightburn and lathan Goff *


