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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Morel-Nott House was moved in 1965 from within the town of Mandeville 
to the edge of the town on the shore of Lake Pontchartrain, The present 
owners purchased and moved the house in order to preserve it. The former 
owner was intent upon demolishing the house and redeveloping the land on 
which it stood.

The house has a typically Creole plan which consists of two large 
rooms with a central chimney, a full front gallery, and a small rear 
gallery set between cabinets. The house is constructed of pit sawn 
lumber with brick nogging and a clapboard exterior. The pitch of the roof 
is unusually high. Much of the original slate remains. Four French doors 
open to the front gallery and two French doors open to each side of the 
house. Shutters are composed of vertical boards and horizontal slats. 
The shutters on the front have been fitted with panes of etched and colored 
glass.

When the house was moved the following changes were made:

1. The house was raised somewhat above its original height to 
provide against flooding.

2. The chimney was replaced and the two main rooms united.
3. An iron helix stair was installed to provide access to the newly 

finished attic.
4. A rear kitchen and bathroom extension was built.
5. The front gallery was screened in.
6. Plaster on the inside to the two end walls was removed due to decay. 

As a result the structure is exposed.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Morel-Nott House is significant in the area of architecture as one 
of the oldest structures in the town of Mandeville, It is also very 
probably the town's only extant example of a Creole raised cottage and 
one of the few in St. Tammany Parish,

Architectural evidence suggests that the house was built sometimes 
in the 1830's or 1840's. Its original site was part of the future site 
of the town of Mandeville, bought in 1829-1831 by Bernard Marigny (1785-1868), 
founder of the town. Marigny purchased the home site from the heirs of Morgan 
Edwards in January 1829. The property remained in the Marigny holdings until 
1843, when it was sold by Sophronie Louise Claiborne Marigny (wife of Bernard 
Marigny) to Christopher Morel. Morel sold the house to William A, and 
Emma C. Nott in 1848. It seems unlikely that Marigny, who was the town's 
developer and resided elsewhere, would have built this type of house on the 
site. Thus the house was probably built in the 1840's by Morel or the Notts.

The house passed through the hands of numerous owners until 1964 when 
Anna L. Johnson sold the property to Elizabeth Malloy Prieto, who sold the 
house only to the present owner. He moved the house approximately one mile 
west and restored it.
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