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Union Station would cost more than $3 million to build today. It cost far 
less than that when constructed in 1930-1931 to accommodate the Rock Island and 
Frisco railroads, then "being relocated from the center of downtown Oklahoma City 
(cf. No, 8). A Spanish stucco station had originally been planned (probably to follow 
the lead of the rival Santa Fe, then making profitable use of such structures all 
along its Southwestern lines). But, according to a contemporary newspaper account, 
the station "dished up" by the Frisco's architectural department and approved by 
Oklahoma City (whose bonds were, after all, paying much of the relocation cost) was 
"considerably larger and more substantial."

It retained the arched portico and tower and general lines of the Spanish, but 
it was constructed of stone. Its ?0 x 70-foot main lobby had a vaulted ceiling 20 feet 
high, marble walls and marble floor. In all the building had 50,000 square feet of 
space, this in addition to the tower and two large tunnels that served the protected 
track area. An unusual feature was an elaborate rock garden (cf. No. 8) between the 
11,000-square-foot baggage room wing and the tracks.

Today the station, though unused now for several years, is in quite good 
condition. The original chandeliers still remain in the building.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

When dedicated in 1931, Oklahoma City's Union Station was considered the latest 
thing in railroad station architecture. A handsome stone structure, it accommodated 
two lines - Rock Island and Frisco - and stood as a symbol, not only of the arrival 
of Oklahoma's capital as a major city, but also of its civic pride and self-improvement 
zeal.

In its early years (Oklahoma City was established in the "run" of 1889) the 
routing of all-important railroad lines through the center of town was de rigueur, 
a move generally equated with metropolitan progress and prosperity. Only as the 
city and rail traffic grew - with increasing inconveniences on both sides - did 
relocation pressures increase. Finally, a $10,329*000 public improvement bond issue 
was passed. Four million dollars of it was used to purchase right-of-way a half- 
dozen blocks south of city's main business district. There Union Station was built. 
The last Rock Island and Frisco trains rolled through the downtown area on Nov. 30* 
1930. Oklahoma City's Civic Center complex developed on the center-of-town right-of- 
way thus vacated.

Ihe station opened with considerable fanfare. And for two decades it served the 
capital city and central Oklahoma with efficiency and also with a touch of class. 
Fine chandeliers lit the ?0 x ?0-foot main waiting room with its 20-foot vaulted 
ceiling, marble walls and floors. And in a court where the baggage room wing 
adjoined the canopied tracks a Frisco employe, one Don B. Fellows - hailed in a 
contemporary newspaper report as "probably the only man in the world with the title 
of railroad florist" - designed and oversaw construction of an unusual rock garden. 
It boasted 100 different varieties of rock from all over the world and featured a 
pool teeming with goldfish. And it was green with no less than 50 varieties of 
plants and evergreens. (Alas, it has long since disappeared.)

Following World War II, however, when the railroads proved their essential worth 
to the nation, passenger traffic began, ironically, to decline sharply. By 196? both 
the Rock Island and the Frisco had discontinued their last passenger trains. 
Continuing railroad services were carried on elsewhere and Union Station, now uneeded 
and deserted, was put up for sale. That's its status today. Several commercial - 
and qua^si-cultural - proposals have been advanced for its use, but so far nothing 
definite has developed. It is hoped that Union Station - still handsome, still 
structurally sound - can be preserved against the day when an economically viable 
adaptive use can be arranged. For this reason - as well for the role it and its two 
owners have played in the development of Oklahoma City and Oklahoma - National 
Register status for it is being sought.
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