


NITOWL. REGSTER (R TER A STATBEMENT (i f  appl i cabl e)

The HC Wells Double House is signifiCs*ant as an exampl e of
multi-family housins constructed by the Wells family for the workers
of the American Optical Conpany dxjrins. the growth of the toun's

eastern section late in the th century. | t meets National
Register criteria A and C at the local level and retains integrity of
setting, location, materials, -wsorkmanship, design, feeling, and
association. The boundaries indicated on the attached assessors mp

are those of current ownership.

AH A S OQNHCANE Describe inportant architectural features ad eval uate in terns of
ot her Ewiélngs G e cominity, O tecty u val uat e |

This well preserved two fam |y residence is unusual for late—49th century multi-family housing
in Southbridge initsuse of high style design elements and quality construction. Built in
the up-to-date Queen Anne style i tis simpler than nost single fam |y Queen Anne houses inits
basically rectangular plan and itssymmetrical design. However, itsbroad, anple proportions
and high quality materials are typical of the best Queen Anne style construction. Distinguish-
ing features include the granite foundation, stained glass w ndows, diamond paned transom

wi ndows, |arge bay wi ndows, swag ornamented window trim end gable pent roofs, broad faceted
roof dormers and the curved skirt at the lower edge of the second floor shingling.

H. OL IAGNHGONE Explain the {ole owers played in local or state history ad how the
building relates to the devel opnent of the conmunity:

This house was built on one of two vacant lots left on this section of Dresser Street after

it had been alnost conpletely developed. |t appears to have been built by Hram C Wells,

who Iived nearby on the corner of Everett and Chapin Streets. Wells, like his brother

CGeorge Washington Wells, was involved in the American Optical Conpany. During the sane

general period that he built this house. Wells also built at least two other houses, apparently
intended as income properties. These other two were single fam |y houses directly behind

his ow house. The 1898 atlas shows that the house built next door to the west of this one

at about the sane time was also owned by Wells. H also owned an earlier house across the
street fromit. Sone years later (ca. 1898-1904), his brother, George, also built or purchased
houses near his own honme on Main Street (e.g., forms #B-212 and #B-211).

By the early—=20th century (ca. 1930's and/or 1940's?), this house served, along with rmany

other houses scattered al | over town, as official housing for conpany enployees. This was
also true of several other houses known previously to have been owned by nenbers of the Wells
famly or by other persons who had had an interest in American Optical. During this latter
period, they seemto have been the property of American Optical rather than that of individuals
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