


NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

The H.C. Wells Double House i s signifiCs^ant as an example o f 
m u l t i - f a m i l y h o u s i n s c o n s t r u c t e d by t h e Wells f a m i l y f o r t h e workers 
o f t h e American O p t i c a l Company dx j r ins . t h e g r o w t h o f t h e toun's 
e a s t e r n s e c t i o n l a t e i n t h e t h c e n t u r y . I t meets N a t i o n a l 
R e g i s t e r c r i t e r i a A and C a t t h e l o c a l l e v e l and r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y o f 
s e t t i n g , l o c a t i o n , m a t e r i a l s , -w>orkmanship, d e s i g n , f e e l i n g , and 
a s s o c i a t i o n . The b o u n d a r i e s i n d i c a t e d on t h e a t t a c h e d assessors map 
a r e those o f c u r r e n t ownership. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the comminity. 
This well preserved two family residence i s unusual for late—19th century multi-family housing 
i n Southbridge i n i t s use of high style design elements and q u a l i t y construction. B u i l t i n 
the up-to-date Queen Anne style i t i s simpler than most single family Queen Anne houses i n i t s 
basically rectangular plan and i t s symmetrical design. However, i t s broad, ample proportions 
and high quality materials are t y p i c a l of the best Queen Anne style construction. Distinguish­
ing features include the granite foundation, stained glass windows, diamond paned transom 
windows, large bay windows, swag ornamented window tr i m , end gable pent roofs, broad faceted 
roof dormers and the curved s k i r t at the lower edge of the second f l o o r shingling. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 
This house was b u i l t on one of two vacant l o t s l e f t on t h i s section of Dresser Street after 
i t had been almost completely developed. I t appears to have been b u i l t by Hiram C. Wells, 
who l i v e d nearby on the corner of Everett and Chapin Streets. Wells, l i k e his brother 
George Washington Wells, was involved i n the American Optical Company. During the same 
general period that he b u i l t t h i s house. Wells also b u i l t at least two other houses, apparently 
intended as income properties. These other two were single family houses d i r e c t l y behind 
his own house. The 1898 atlas shows that the house b u i l t next door to the west of t h i s one 
at about the same time was also owned by Wells. He also owned an e a r l i e r house across the 
street from i t . Some years l a t e r (ca. 1898-1904), his brother, George, also b u i l t or purchased 
houses near his own home on Main Street (e.g., forms #B-212 and #B-211). 

By the early—20th century (ca. 1930's and/or 1940's?), this house served, along with many 
other houses scattered a l l over town, as o f f i c i a l housing for company employees. This was 
also true of several other houses known previously to have been owned by members of the Wells 
family or by other persons who had had an interest i n American Optical. During t h i s l a t t e r 
period, they seem to have been the property of American Optical rather than that of individuals 
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