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City Hall was originally built by the federal government as 
Lincoln's U.S. Post Office and Court House on the south half of Block 43. 
The building's principal (south) elevation faces Lincoln's main street, 
"0" Street. While excavation work began in May,1874, construction 
evidently did not begin until early 1876. Although the exterior was 
substantially finished in 1877, the building was not entirely completed 
until early 1879. The north half of Block 43 served as a park until 
the early 1900's. In 1906 Lincoln's second (and present) U.S. Post 
Office and Court House was completed on the northeast quarter of 
Block 43. Extended to the west in 1915 and again in 1941, this second 
building is to be replaced in the early 1970's by a third post office 
now under construction on another site. The first post office has 
served as Lincoln's City Hall since 1906, when the south half of Block 
43 was sold to the city for $50,000.

A landmark in Nebraska's capital city since the 1970's, City Hall 
now faces an uncertain future. In March, 1969, all municipal offices 
moved out of City Hall and into Lincoln's newly completed County-City 
Building at 555 S. Tenth Street. Lincoln's Probation Department has 
since moved into City Hall. However, the City of Lincoln has adopted 
no long-range plans concerning the building's use, and, although it is 
still structurally sound, City Hall remains under the threat of 
demolition. Under the provisions of a 1906 deed, the City Hall property 
will rfevert to federal ownerhip unless the building and its site continue 
to be used for municipal purposes. ", ^

City Hall is built of brick and faced with Nebraska limestone. 
Excusing the basement, it is a four story, rectangular structure, 
measuring 60 by 90 feet. Many interior alterations have been made 
since 1879, although still intact are the ornamental cast iron stair­ 
ways and much of the fine original "Gothic" woodwork, mostly formed 
of Indiana ash. Relatively few exterior changes have been made. These 
include the conversion of several door openings into windows\(using 
compatible materials), [the installation of new roofing material, and 
the removal of some iron cresting and some stone cornice brackets.

Although the building incorporates some Second Empire elements, 
City Hall is primarily High Victorian (or "Ruskinian") Gothic in style.\ 
The design avoids the excessive polychromatic exuberance often 
associated with this latter style. A polytextural quality is substitued 
for polychromy, with rough quarry-faced ashlar body stone of various 
sizes juxtaposed against smooth-faced stone arches and stringcourses.
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Built from 1874-79, City Hall is a fine example of High Victorian 
Gothic architecture, and its importance is enhanced by the rarity of 
such examples on the Great Plains. One of downtown Lincoln's oldest 
buildings, City Hall is perhaps Lincoln's finest remaining example of 
nineteenth century architecture. It was begun only seven years after 
the 1867 establishment of Nebraska as a state and Lincoln as its capital. 
The completed structure cost about $200,000, a large federal expenditure 
on a town with 1875 population of only 7,000. With much truth, A. T. 
Andreas 1 1882 History of Nebraska boasts that "instead of the borrowed 
cabin of the pioneer, we have the most imposing post office west of the 
Mississippi River, with the exception of St. Louis and San Francisco... 
an eloquent monument to the present and prospective character of the 
State." A U.S. Land Office was located in the building from 1878 to 
1906. Here some five million acres in southern Nebraska were claimed 
under the Homestead Act.

City Hallos distinction also derives from the fact that two of the 
most infuential American architects of the late nineteenth century 
supervised its design: Alfred B. Mullett (1834-1890) and William 
Appleton Potter (1842-1909). jInitial plans for the building were prepared 
under the direction of Mullett as Supervising Architect of the U.S. 
Treasury Department from 1865-1874. I Among Mullett's most famous designs 
is the 1871-75 Executive Office Building in Washington, D.C. (In May, 
1874, Mullett visited Lincoln to supervise initial work on City Hall. 
In January, 1875, he was succeeded as Supervising Architect of the 
Treasury by W. A. Potter, who served in this post for only twelve months./ 
Early Lincoln newspaper references suggest that Potter, not Mullett, was 
responsible for the final City Hall designs. /The extent of Potter's 
involvement is uncertain. Possibly the mansard roof and the building's 
overall box-like massing and symmetrical articulation stem from the 
Mullett plan. However, very likely the Gothic ornamentation.tderives 
entirely from Potter's revisions,) as suggested both by an 1874 "Birds 
Eye View" of Lincoln, which shows the "Proposed U.S. Post Office" without 
Gothic detailing, and by the close similarity of the City Hall exterior 
to the Gothicized treatment of Potter's post offices at Nashville 
(Tennessee), Evansville (Indiana), and Covington (Kentucky)./ While Mullett 
favored the mansarded French Second Empire style as Supervising Architect, 
Potter emphasized Gothic forms in his official designs in 1875.| Indeed, 
during the 1870's, Potter was one of America's foremost exponents of the

(CONTINUED)____________________
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A. T. Andreas (publisher), History of the State of Nebraska, 1882.
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Record, vol. XXVI, September, 1
State Journal (Lincoln), 1874-79.

William Apple ton Potter, "Architectura"
909.

Files, Nebraska State Historical Society.
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8. High Victorian Gothic style, purportedly introduced to America 
from England in the late 1850's by his brother, architect Edward T. 
Potter. Today, W. A. Potter is perhaps best known for his late 
nineteenth century churches, including several in the New York City 
area.
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