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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Steiner Bank Building is one of the best examples of the commercial 
use of Richardsonian Romanesque in the city of Birmingham. The building, 
a long and narrow rectangular structure, located on a corner lot, stands 
four floors from the street. The banking room is entered through a square 
tower, to which the rest of the building is attached.

The ground floor of the tower is in stone; two large arches, which 
incorporate entrances in their centers, front on First Avenue and Twenty- 
first Street. The voussoirs are smooth-faced, while the rest of the stone­ 
work is rusticated. A simple molding forms the sill for the second floor 
windows. There are six windows, three on each facade, evenly spaced be­ 
tween red brick corner piers. The windows are capped with rusticated stone 
lintels. Panels of hobnail pattern brick rise to the sill of the third 
floor windows, which are arched. Corbelled brick and another molding form 
the fourth floor sills. The brick pier located at the intersection corner 
of the structure is beveled. The windows are behind a row of granite col­ 
umns supporting arches of rusticated stone.

The rest of the narrow building extends beyond the tower, at the same 
height. Sill and lintel lines remain the same. The ground floor features 
brick archea; the windows of the upper floors have segmented arches, ex­ 
cept for the third floor which has complete arches. Corbelled brickwork 
supports an arched parapet at the top of the building.

Some time during the 1960's, an aluminum screen enclosed the front 
tower section, but left the features intact. The remainder of the building 
is exposed and intact.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Steiner Bank Building housed the offices of the Steiner Brothers 
Bank, which financed much of the early growth of Birmingham. The build­ 
ing itself was not only one of the finest examples of commercial use of 
Richardsonian Romanesque but also the tallest building in the city, and 
featured the state's first elevator.

In 1888 Burghard and Sigfreid Steiner obtained a banking charter 
from the State of Alabama and in 1890 with the completion of the present 
building opened the doors of the Banking House of Steiner Brothers in 
Birmingham.

Both the Steiner brothers, born in Bohemia, came to the United 
States as children and settled in Central Alabama. By the time he was 
21 years old, Burghard Steiner had become postmaster, store proprietor, 
and telegraph and railroad agent for Hamburg, Alabama. Since the nearest 
bank was in Selma, he began financing the cotton crop for the local far­ 
mers, and thus gained his first banking experience.

During the early years, Steiner Brothers carried on a varied busi­ 
ness. They were investment bankers and financed much of the municipal 
growth of the Birmingham area. They bought and sold foreign money, 
dealt with mortgages, and sold steamship passage, New York hotel rooms, 
and train tickets to Birmingham. This plan was widely used by the 
European miners who came to work in the Birmingham district at that time.

The building was the first commercial building in Alabama to have 
an elevator, and the L & N Railroad ran a special excursion train to 
bring visitors to see this wonder.

At the turn of the century, the founders retired and their cousins, 
Leo Steiner and his brother Carl took over control. Steiners continued 
to operate the bank in the present building until 1963 when new facili­ 
ties were constructed. At present the building is vacant.
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