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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The East Shoreham covered railroad bridge consists of a single
span supported by two flanking through Howe trusses. Vertical
iron rods hold the trusses in tension and vary from two to six
in number in each group. Some of the diagonal wood members of
the trusses have been reinforced with additional timbers.

ThevabufmentS'are built of large stone blocks laid dry; the nort
corner of the west abutment has been faced with concrete. Con-
crete bulkheads retain the gravel track bed at both ends of the
bridge.

The bridge is 109 feet long overall. Its width is 20 feet, with
an opening of 13.5 feet for the track. The rails, which have
been removed, were laid directly on the deck beams.

On the exterior, the wood timbers bolted together diagonally
' between -the vertical iron rods to form the trusses (and side
walls) of the bridge are sheathed with unpainted flush boards
hung vertically. The siding stops short of the eaves to provide
strip openings along the tops of the walls for ventilation of
locomotive smoke. Similar siding protects the ends of the
trusses directly.inside the portals.

The gable ends are also sheathed with unpainted flush vertical

boards which flare:outward to:the.eaves. The portal openings

are framed by pilasters which flare slightly outward toward the
ground; the pilasters-are surmounted by semi-elliptical arches

~over the portals. The gable roof is covered with wood shingles|
A skylight -has been cut through the roof near the- southeast
corner of the bridge. :
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- ISTATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The East Shoreham covered railroad bridge is unique in Vermont,
being the only Howe truss bridge among three covered railroad
bridges to survive in the state. Built in 1897 by the Rutland
Railroad Company, the bridge carried trains over the Lemon
Fair River until 1951 when the railroad dbandoned the Addison
Branch line and removed the track. Subsequently, the Vermont
Department of Fish and Game purchased land along the river,
including the bridge. 1In 1972 the Vermont Division of Historid
Sites obtained possession of the bridge. The Division intends
to preserve the bridge in situ. The bridge remains original
in structure and materials, although lack of .maintenance for
several years has resulted in some deterioration.

The East Shoreham bridge representstthe’last generation of
covered wood bridges built for railroads. Its Howe trusses
‘use some iron components ----notably:adjustable iron rods to
hold the structure in tension -- which mark the transition to
wholly 'iron -bridges. Indeed the latter were already common
by the time of construction of the East Shoreham bridge.
Apparently, however, the light traffic of the Addisoén Branch
did not justify the cost of an iron bridge.
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