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Tcwn Wakefield 

Address 556 Lowell Street 

Historic Name 

Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5', black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to left side of form. 

Sketdi Map: Draw map showing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geograpiiical features. Indicate all buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
intersection(s). 
Indicate north 

Use: Present dwelling 

Original riwpM 1ng 

DESC31IPTI0N 

Date ^8Qli 

Source n - i r - P n t n r y I R Q ^ 

style Queen Anne/Colonial Revival 

Architect 

Exterior Vfell Fabric maphnard ShincrIP 

c u t b u i l d i n g s na r^ r^ i agP Nnn^^P^ n n w 

residence 
o o n t r l l u t i n g '^•1894 . 

Major Alterations (with dates) 

None 

Condition 

Moved NA Date NA 

Acreage Ah acres 

Setting Set w e l l back o f road behind 
h i g h hedge, ca r r i age house i n rear 
wide lawns and o ld t r ees snrrnnnd 
house. . 
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, Recorded b y A r p h - i t p p . t n r ' a 1 Pr -pc-pToyat l n n 

Qcganizaticn KgH elrHlntorlgfil 
Commlssion 

Date March I983 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMEOT (if applicable) 
This i s the largest and best example of Queen Anne high styl e architecture 
i n the Montrose section of Wakefield. I t retains i n t e g r i t y of location, 
design, s e t t i n g , materials, workmanship, fee l i n g and association, and 
meets c r i t e r i o n C of the NRHP on the l o c a l l e v e l . 

ARCHIIECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural featutes and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. 

This i s the largest, most f u l l y developed and ornate Queen Anne house 
In Montrose. I t i s set amid spacious lawns, secluded behind a high 
hedge, and has a large carriage barn/servants' quarters to the rear of 
the property. This i s quite d i f f e r e n t from the other houses i n the 
neighborhood, which tend to be oriented to the s t r e e t , and set at the 
fron t of t h e i r small l o t s or f i e l d s , which extend behind them. 

The house displays the Queen Anne focus on complex, asymmetrical 
massing, with porches,' o r i e l s , and a 3 story copper turreted bay, and 
a p a r a l l e l complexity of surface ornament, sometimes with Colonial 
Revival motifs. Some of these include applied porch pediment carvings, 
ornamented spandrels, shingled bands on the bays, and turned spindles on 
the porch f r i e z e . The ins i s t e n t horizontal l i n e , emphasized by the 
shingled roofs of the porch and gabled pediment i s more pronounced here 

HISirailCAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role cwners played in local or state history and hew the 
building relates to the developnient of the comraunity. 

than i n most lo c a l Queen Anne houses. The gambrel carriage barn i s also of 
ar c h i t e c t u r a l I n t e r e s t . 
The area of Lowell and Salem Streets, both ancient roads to Salem, was 
t h i n l y s e t t l e d with farms from the e a r l i e s t days of Wakefield's settlement. 
I t remained r u r a l and r e l a t i v e l y Isolated u n t i l the opening of the South 
Reading Branch, l a t e r the Wakefield Branch, of the Boston and Maine 
Railroad i n l850,''with a depot near the junction of the present Auddbon 
Road. The t i n y hamlet experienced some early suburban settlement, but 
i t remained small, with development mainly along the old transportation 
a r t e r i e s . 
The same* family names tend to appear and reappear on successive maps. 
The Lyons family appears on the maps of 187̂ ^ with one house, the I889 
map with three houses, and t h i s one appears to have been b u i l t about 
1894 f o r Denis Lyons. Unlike the rest of his family, he was a merchant 
and a commuter, going to his f i r m , W. J. and D. Lyons Co. i n Boston. 
Wine merchant. ' ' 
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY House at 556 Lowell Street 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE Wakefield MRA 
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CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and ju s t i f y below 
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Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000300 


