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7. DESCRIPTION

(Checfc Oneld
Excellent S Good . Fair I | Deteriorated . Ruins f~I Unexposed
CONDITION
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Altered n Unaltered K] Moved S Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if fcnown) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Arlington Town Center district is comprised of a single city block, bounded
on the northby Massachusetts Avenue, on the east by Pleasant Street, on the south
by Maple Street, and on the west by Academy Street, The New England Telephone
Company property onthe corner of Pleasant and Maple Streets is excluded from
this district. The area contains eight structures with their respective additions
and dependencies, a well-landscaped public garden, aburial ground, and various
pieces of street furniture such as markers, walls, and statuary. Although their
functions and architectural styles vary, the buildings of this district complement
each other interms of scale, landscaping, and use of building materii.

The First Parish Unitarian Church (1857) is situated at the northeast corner of
the district on Massachusetts Avenue at Pleasant Street. Designed by Richard Bond,
a Boston architect, it is the only ecclesiastical building within the district. Stylisticilly
the white frame structure is an example of first phase Romanesque Revival, typicallj
displaying Gothic Revival and Italianate motifs as well. It is thought that this church
was Bond's only exercise inthe style. A small addition and connecting ell, sympathgticrn
in roofline, scale, and wall fabric, were finishedin 1958. Behindthe churchisthe m
Old Burying Ground, associated with the congregation of the First Parish Church
since at least 1736 (the date of the oldest headstone).

Immediately to the west of the church is an access lane to the Whittemore-
Robbins House (c. 1800) and its two dependencies, a carriage shed and a cottage.
Originally located on Massachusetts Avenue, the house was moved to its present
location when preparations for the construction of the Robbins Library began (c. 1890)
The building is a handsome federal structure, aimost square in plan, with mid-and
late nineteenth century additions and alterations. The exterior of the building has
been changed only slightly; it still retains the hip roof, brick end walls, four end
chimneys, and side-lighted doorway with elliptical fanlight that characterize
substantial domestic architecture of this period. With the exception of an Italianate
front porch, most of the exterior alterations or additions have occurred above the
cornice. Circa 1870 the original balustrade was removed from the eave line, a
dormer with Italianate detail was added to each plane of the roof, and the balustrade
was recreated behind the dormers. Atthe sametime, the original cupolawas
probably enlarged and certainly modified with the addition of bracketed detail
reflecting that of the porch.
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To the west of the Whittemore-Robbins House on Massachusetts Avenue is the
Robbins Library (1892), Designed by the firm of Cabot, Everett, and Mead, it is
the earliest extant example of the second Renaissance Revival inArlington. A later
addition (1930) inthe same style houses the children's collection . The wall fabric
of the main library is sandstone ashlar with limestone and marble ornament used in
the entrance frame. There are two significant elements inthe design of the library.
Thefirst is the aoundance of well-executed ornamental detail, evident inthe cornice
and portal. The second noteworthy detail is the monumental scale, expressed™in the
use of arched windowswhich incorporate three stories and the tremendous portal.
This scale was characteristic of the second Renaissance Revival, especially in
civic buildings and was suitable to the iconography of a building which was designed
to function both as a monument to a founding family and as a civic landmark.

Between the Robbins Library and the Robbins Memorial Town Hall to the west
(cont,)
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7, DESCRIPTION (cont,)

is the Memorial Garden, designed by R, Clipston Sturgis. According to the
Arlington Historical Commission, the development of the landscape from an informal
almost wild periphery to a stylized and controlled center is symbolic of the growth
and development of Arlington.

The Robbins Memorial Town Hall (1913), located at the northwest corner of the
district, was the work of R. Clipston Sturgis who was probably influenced by Mangin
and McComb's New Y ork City Hall (c.1802), His interpretation of classical Revival
forms with French and Italian motifsis more restrained inthe use of architectural
ornament than the library, but is more sophisticated in its modulation of wall planes
and textures. Alternatingsurfaces of rusticated limestone and ashlar panels
accentuate the three bay facade, which consists of a central pavilion with projecting
entrance porch and two end projecting pavilions.

Behind the Robbins Memorial Town Hall and at the southwest corner of the
district, isthe Central Junior High School (1894). This two story brick and terra
cotta structure combines the influences of a number of styles inits steeply-pitched
slate roof and dormers, decorative terra cotta panels, brick bond patterns, and
symmetry. The building is attributed to the Boston firm of Hartwell and Richardson.

The remainder of the southern boundary of the district is defined by two

mansard cottages, one of which has been 'modernized’, and is contiguous to the
New England Telephone Company's property.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Arlington Town Center District represents many aspects of the growth and
development of the town. The area contains several architecturally distinguished
structures, perhaps the most noteworthy of which are the Robbins Library and
the Whittemore-RobbinsHouse. William Whittemore's choice of site wasentirely
suitable for the house of a substantial industrialist because of its location at the
intersection of the Concord Road which led to Cambridge and Lexington (Massa-
chusetts Avenue), the Old Watertown Road (Pleasant Street), Medford Street
(Mystic Street), and Charlestown Street (Broadway).

This site,because of its proximity to the intersection, has traditionally been the
center of religiousand civic activity —first as apart of the precinct of Cambridge,
then as the town of Menotomy, and now as Arlington. The present First Parish
Church stands on the site of three successive earlier meetinghouses, the first of
which was erected in 1732. The Old Burying Ground adjacent to it has been used
since the founding of the church and contains markers inscribed with the names
associated with the founding fathers of Arlington. Robbins Memorial Town Hall
was constructed on the site of an earlier meeting place which apparently functioned
as Faneuil Hall does —that is with commerical space on the ground floor and a
large meeting room on the second floor.

Perhaps the most significant element of the district canbe understood in terms
of urban design. It is agood example of a heterogenous urban fabric, where owner-
ship and function are mixed but where the structures themselves are complementary
in terms of scale andproportion. The areitfunctions as a buffer zone with a smooth
transition between commercial structiu-es onthe north side of Massachusetts
Avenue andthe domestic structures onthe south side of Maple Street, only one
block removed. Ample open space is provided inthe form of the Memorial Garden,

in which canbe found several sculptures by th™m’'s Ifew England sculptor
Cyrus Dallin. ZANVVNA
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUDE ANDLONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds pegrees Minutes Seconds

w42 °24 58 71 °09 - 26"
NE 42 ° 24 « 55" 71 °09 ' 13"
SE 42 ° 24+ 49 - 71 °09 16 -
sw 42 =24+ 52« 71 °09 29 "

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:

LATITUDE AND LONGI-» JDE COORDINATES
DEFINING THti LLNTALR POIN1 OF A PROPERTY
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

LATI TUDE LONGI TUDE
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January 2, 1974

National Register of Historic Places
Departnment of the Interior

National Park Service

18th and C Streets, N W
Washington, D C 20240

Attention Charles Herrington CERTI FI ED NAI L

Dear Charl es:

Encl osed i st heNational Register nom nation for:
M ddl esex County, Arlington, Arlington Town Center District

It has been declared eligible for subm ssionby theMssachusetts Historical
Conmi ssion, theState Review Board, and has been signed by t he Secretary

of t heCommonweal th, John F. X Davoren, Chairman of t heMassachusetts
Historical Commssion and designated State Historic Preservation Officer.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth R Amadon
State Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

ERA: ks
end:



ENTR ES | N THE NATI ONAL REA STER
g“\\g MASSACH EBETTS

Date Entered Ju 1 8

Neure Location
Arlington ToMB Ge& «r District Arlingtoo
M ddl Mv Gount y
Al'so Notified

Hon. Eoward M Kennedy Atato HistoricPresonration Officor
Bon. Eoward W Brooko e Hon. John F. X Davoren
Um Thonaa P. O*Naill» Jr. Secretary of the GooBonirealth
Regional Director. North Chai rman. Maaaaehueetts Historical

Atlantic Region Coi ati ssion

40 Beacon St .
/ -1,d-,/ Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

R MWt t/row 7119/ 74 :
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2 April 1975

M. Charl es Herrington, Chief

Regi stration /.

Nati onal Register of Historic Places "
National Park Service -

US Departnent of the Interior

18th and C Streets, NW /.
Washington, DC 20240 Y o *
Dear Charles:

This letter i stonotify youthat theFirst Unitarian Universalist

Church of Arlington was destroyed by fire onthenorning of March 7, 1975.
The church was situated at t he northeast corner of theArling;ton Town
Center Historic District on Massachusetts Avenue at Pleasart Street,

*nie appropriate notation should be nade ont heArlington Tovm Center
Historic District nomnation form (accepted for listing on 7/18/74)«

| have enclosed a newspaper clipping which relates the events of that
nmorning. The congregation has several plans under considerationt o
replace thebuilding. Please | et n@ knowi f youw sh furtherinformation
onthis mtter.

Sincerely yoiirs, g .

Elizabeth R Amadon
Executive Director
Massachusetts Historical Cormm ssion

ERA pj |



ouds First Parish Church gegple at height of fire which

igton

landmark yesterday.

(Globe photo by Jack

Burned Arlington church
will be rebuilt, pador says

By Frank Mahoney
Globe Staff

The First Unitarian Universalist
Church of Arlington was destroyed
yesterday by afire which started at
the bese of its 181-foot wooden
seeple and quickly spreed through-
out the building.

The historic church was the
fourth to be built on the dte inAr-
lington Center dnce 1734 Dr.
Charles Grady, the rector, said last
night that rebuilding at or near the
same site, the corner of Massechu-
sets avenue and Pleasant dtredt,
will probably begin within weeks

"l don't think anyone in town
would want anything other than a
church on this ground,” he said. The
blaze started about 945 am. Work-
men had been renovating the steeple
for Bicentennial services next
month.

Cause of the fire is under inves-
tigation by the sate fire marshal's
oifice. Workmen told Dr. Grady dn
electrical tool used for stripping
paint may have started thefire.

The flames quickly spread up the
inner walls of the stegple, one of the
tallest in New England. By the time
firefighters arrived, Deputy Chief
Robert KeUy said, "itwas a mess of
flames."

For severa hours it gppeared the
Spire was going to topple, but an
iron scaffolding surrounding it held
it upright. Last night workmen with
a giant crane began razing the
steeple, after town building commis-
doner William Libby said "a dight
wind would topple it."

Volunteer church school teacher
Carla Petrowicz led 40 childrenfrom
the church bassment when dhe
smelled smoke and heard afireadarm
in the church. An adjoining church
school, parsonege and burial ground
were undamaged.

Firefighters from a dozen com-
munities assged at thefire.

The lire attracted hundreds of
Spectators. The gegple was consid-
ered one of the finest examples of

Arlington's historic First Parish
Church in 1972 Globe photo.

colonia revival architecture in New
England. It was built in 1871 after a
toxando toppled another geeple. Its
four-faced clock served as atime-
piece for townspeople for decedes

The first church was built on the
ste in 1734 In 1775, & British
troops marched,to Lexington for a
dash with colonists, parishioners
carred the silver communion service
from the church and kept it in a
woods for safekeeping. The same
srvice was in ue this year, ad
was unharmed inyesterday'sfire.

The white church wes used &s
meseting place for many town orga-
nizations, including the historical
society. Girl Scouts and the Heights-
men Drum and Bugle Corps.

Another fire destroyed a church
on the site on New Year's Day, 1856.
The church was rebuilt within a
year.

Dr. Grady said the congregation
will meet this weekend to determine
how the church can berebuilt.



