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Tha Benjamin Bosworth House is an impressive Federal Period 
mansion located in the small northeast Connecticut village of Eastford. 
The house, due to its elevated open site on the north side of the church 
green and to its eleborate design, is a focal point of the residential 
community.

The sloping lot on which the house is situated has been 
partially leveled by terracing. Surrounding the building are informal 
yards with trees and shrubs. A pair of large trees frame the main 
(south) entrance. The property slopes upward at the west where founda­ 
tions of an early barn and a stone retaining wall which has a stairway 
made of gravestones are located. In the front (south) yard is a sundial 
made from a millstone. At the rear (north) of the property is a frame 
barn erected about 1900 which received a new facade in the 1960*s. There 
is also a 20th century chicken house. Behind (to the north) of the house 
the property slopes downward.

The timber frame house has a very distinctive massing. 
Rising from the low-pitched hip roof of the main two-story block is a 
rectangular one-story mass with a gable roof. Two large brick interior 
chimneys visually anchor this composite mass to the ground. A small 
one-story wing is attached to the northwest corner of the building. 
This wing is believed to be the much altered woodshed. A 20th century 
garage addition is attached to the rear (north side) of the wing.

The foundations of the house are brick faced with stone 
except on the north side where the brick is unfaced. Due to the sloping 
character of the site the amount of exposed foundation varies. Walls 
are covered with narrow wooden clapboards, painted white. Exterior 
trim is also painted white, except the louvered shutters (which are 
found only on the east and north sides). The shutters are painted 
dark green. Hoofs are covered with composition roofing materials . 
installed since 196^. In addition to the two large brick chimneys, a 
smaller brick chimney rises from the north slope of the hip roof. It is 
a 20th century addition.

The south, east, and north facades are regular compositions, 
The irregular placement of windows of the west side suggest that an 
older building was incorporated into the western part of the 1791-1801 
house. Above the foundation each facade rises two full stories and 
the raised central section has a lower third story and an attic space. 
The main block is square in plan (Vl|- ! by Vl-J- 1 )* Its main (south) 
and east facades Ere divided into five bays with the central bay 
larger than the others. The third story facades have two bays on 
each side.

The typical window of the first and second stories has 
12/12 double-hung sash although windows on the west side vary. The 
windows of the third story have 8/8 double-hung sash while those 
lighting the attic have *fA sash.

The exterior of the house is embellished with carved 
Neo-classical ornament. The continuous cornice above the second 
story overhangs 12" and has vertical fluting on its frieze, while 
the cornice of the south and north facades of the third story overhangs 
eight inches.

See continuation sheet 2
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6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Title: Works Projects Administration: Connecticut Survey 
Date: 1930's State 
Depository: Connecticut State Library 

Hartford, Connecticut
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7. Description

'£he most elaborate treatment is found on the central bay 
of the principal facade. Its main facade entrance has plain pilasters 
supporting a cornice with a fluted frieze;. Flanking the panel door are 
side lights. Above the entrance is a Palladian window. The east 
side has a similar central bay except its entrance lacks sidelights*

The h,ouse has a rather unusual plan for a elaborate dwelling 
of the Federal period since it has a centrally located enclosed stair. 
Also, the center hall of the first story is wider than that of the 
second. Free standing piers in the first story hall support the 
upper floors. The first story hall las elaborate woGcIvork- including a 
cornice with modillion brackets and reeded band. Deeply fluted pilas­ 
ters support similar cornices over several doorways and the fireplace. 
This unacademic woodwork has boh vernacular vigor.

The southeast room has very elaborate Adamesque woodwork. 
Its ornate triglyph and metope cornice has incised cross-hatching 
on the metope surfaces. The fireplace (north) wall has sunken panels 
edged with rope mouldings. Aboira the Adamesque mantel are- two pilas­ 
ters with zig-zag row of reeded carving. Window casings are outlined 
with rope moulding and have incised diamonds across the top and down 
both sides. The chair rail is incised with lunettes. The fireplace 
has a handsome cast-iron £to¥e of acorn and oak leaf design.

Other first story rooms have comparatively crude woodwork 
which suggests that an earlier house was incorporated into the 
Federal Period building. The southwest room has a simple moulded 
mantel with six cupboards above. Its chair rail has spaced groups 
of fluting. There is a thin cornice. The northeast room has simple 
trim with flush wainscotting and a small fireplace with low mantel. 
The kitchen has a large fireplace with bake oven.

Tiie centrally located stair is approached by doors from 
the front central hall and the rear service area. Four stairs 
lead from each door to the landing, then a single flight rises to 
another landing and one stair on either side of it gives access to 
the second story hall. The staircase is very steap.

The second story front (southwest and southeast) rooms 
each have Adamesque mantels and evidence of early stenciling. Very 
steep enclosed stairs lead to the Third story Mansonic meeting room. 
It £s very simply finished, white plaster walls and selling, no cornice 
and boxed benches. Small, shallow brick fireplaces with very plain 
trim are located against the east and west walls.

The cellar has a fireplace arid a. large opening to the 
exterior which is believed to have oeen used to provide access for

See Continuation ^heet 3
GPO 892 455
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merchandise.
The house is relatively littlit altered. Most interior

changes were made in the rear service areas. Since 196^ the current 
owners have been rehabilitating and restoring the biailding. New 
heating, plumbing, and electrical systems have been installed, as 
well as new roofing materials. Chimneys have been pointed and recap­ 
ped. The exterior has been painted. Restoration of interior features 
is currently in progress.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Between 1791- 1601 Virii Goodell, a local carpenter-builder, 
erected an imposing mansion in Eastford, Connecticut, for Benjamin Bos- 
worth, a merchant. This outstanding example of early Federal Period 
architecture is among the few remaining exam;les of a Kew England mansion 
with a monitor roof (a smaller, one-story, gable-roofed mass rises above 
tne two-story, hipped-roofed main mass). The upper story housed an early 
Masonic meeting room.

The exterior of the house is embellished by main facade
entrances, PalUdian windows, and modillion cornice. While some of the 
interior woodwork is very slnple suggesting that the building incorporates 
an earlier structure, much is very rich. Particularly outstanding'is the 
trim in the central hall and the finely carved Adamesque woodwork of 
the southeast room on the first floor. The house has a number of rather 
unusual features such as a very cramped and steep enclosed staircase and 
woodwork of varying quality and style which reflect its provincial 
location and give it a distinctly vernacular quality.

In 1791 Benjamin Bosworth (1762- 18JO) bought property 
on the north side of the church grean in Eastford. On this property 
were located a house and a barn. It is quite probable that the house' 
was incorporated into the existing houseiwhich Vine Goodell constructed - 
there. This house was completed by 1801 when the Masons met in its third 
story meeting room.

Bosworth, a merchant, used the basement of the house as 
his storeroom. He was active in local affairs. In 1629 he served on 
the building committee for the adjacent church edifice. He was known 
to be a. temperance man.

After Bosworth 1 s death the house was occupied by his 
niece, Mrs. Dorsett. In 1897 it was purchased by E. Grant Trowbridge 
a grand-nephew of General Lyon, a local hero who was the first general 
killed during the Civil War. Trowbridge, an engineer, lived here until 
he died in 1963 at the age of 96. During the end of his ownership the 
house was allowed to deteriorate. In November 196^ it was purchased by 
the current owners who are slowly restoring it.
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