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Town 

Address 

AREA FORM NO. 

East i 
gnmpr- I 180 
v i l l e 

Somerviiie riRA 

117 Washinqton 

Historic Name Sanuel Ireland House 

Rioto (3"x3" or 3"x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to left side of form. 

y f . 

ketch Map: Draw map showing property's location 
n relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
(eographical features. Indicate a l l buildings 
etween invaitoried property and nearest 
ntersection(s). 
ndicate north 

See At tached Assessor 's Map 

0^: PresQit residence 

• Origineil resi dence 

DESCRIPTICW 

Date ca. 1792 

Source 

Style 

map rese.Tirch 

case-style cottage 

Architect none 

Exterior Vfell Fabric shinnie 

Outbuildings none 

Major Alterations (with dates) 20th c. winGov.' 
replacements, dormers 

condition good 

Moved no Date n/a 

Acreage 

Setting 

less than one acre 

The Ireland House faces onto one 
of Somerville's major east/ 
v/est roadv/ays, 

UM REFERENCE _ 

GGS QUADRANGLE 

ICALE 

Z E N " 

19 - 328/150 - ^69V000 

Boston Nor th 

Recorded by Betsy F r i edbe rg 

Organization Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l 

Date May 1936 
Comm. 



NATICftlAL RBGISTHl CRITTOJA STftTEHENT (if applicsdble) 

The Ireland House, the only docuwatable 18th century residence in the Lobble 
Hi l l area of far eastern Somerviiie, is a 1 1/2 story cottage that retains i ts 
original plan and modest decorative detai l ing. The building possesses 
integr i ty of location, design, materials, workmanship, feel ing, and 
association and f u l f i l l s Criterion C of the National Register of Historic 
Places on the local level . 

ARCHITECTORAL SIGHIFICNKE Describe iinportant architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the ooonunity. 

The five-bay facade of this small late-18th century house reflects the 
original arrangement of doors and doors, although the windows are 20th century 
replacements. Narrow str ips of original moldings are s t i l l evident at the 
eaves and window enframements. 

HISTORICAL SIGHIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the develqpnient of the community. 

SaiTwel Ireland, a farmer and grandson of Jonathan Ireland, probably bu i l t this 
house about 1792. I t is one of the earl iest extant houses in Somerviiie, and 
the only documentable eighteenth century house in the Cobble H i l l area. When 
this house was constructed. Cobble H i l l was a geologic "cobble" running 
southward from Washington Street on the f la ts of the Mi l ler 's River estuary. 
Washington Street was a busy route between Charlestown and Cambridge. The 
mouth of Asylum Avenue, the route to Joseph Barren's estate on Cobble H i l l 
( later McLean Asylum) was opposite th is house. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Book 107, page 294, 1792 Middlesex Co. Registry of Deeds. 
Report by Faye Keynor, Somerviiie Planning Department Manscript, 1979 



o
 

0
0 

o
 

o
 (I 

ti \ 



NPS fom 10*»* om Afifirom No 102*001$ 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Piaces 
Continuation Sheet 

AUG 4 1989 

Section number Page 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 
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SmnPT-^r^• Ho UP^ 

Midrllesex County, MASSACHUSETTS 

Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature  

41. House at 42 Vinal Avenue HatiODAl Beglster ^er€per y^^yAA-^u^^y^^^yc^^ pcereper 

Attest 

42. House at 49 Vinal Avenue 
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Attest 

43. House at 5 Prospect H i l l ifinte'-e'. l a ^p^pe^^C^^Y^^ 
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Attest 
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48. 

49. 
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A t t e s t 
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<:7 
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A t t e s t 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY Ireland, Samuel, House 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE Somerviiie MPS 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Middlesex 

DATE RECEIVED: 8/04/89 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 8/15/89 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 8/31/89 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 9/18/89 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 89001299 

NOMINATOR: STATE % . 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 

^ E P T _RETURN _ R E J E C T ^ / ^ / s / f DATE ^ ^ t r ^ i ^ ^ J t e x 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

RECOM./CRITERIA_ 
REVIEWER 
DISCIPLINE 
DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 
9^ 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and jus t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
c l a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity to significance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage verbal boundary description 
ÛTMs boundary justif i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps USGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 







Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64500253 


