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Sturdivant Hall is located in downtown Selma, with the mansion grounds 
covering nearly a city block. The basically rectangular two-story struc­ 
ture is crowned with a cupola.

The house utilizes the Corinthian order held to severe restraint. The 
six fluted columns across the front use only a single band of acanthus 
leaves around the lower extremities of the capitals which are fashioned 
from cast iron. Columns are equally spaced and are 30_feet high. A lacy 
grille balcony runs the sixty-foot length of the porch. "

There are four windows on each floor across the facade. These windows 
have shutters and small panels beneath the windows from the sill to the 
floor. The panels are hinged and open outward, allowing the windows to 
function as doors. All windows are double hung and the sashes are divi­ 
ded into six lites.

The front doorway is recessed and two small Corinthian columns similar 
to the larger ones are in the doorway. A similar doorway gives access to 
the balcony.

A second entrance at the left of the house features a jjingle story 
porch with iron-grille trellises designed with grape clusters and leaves, 
serving as posts.

The rear facade has a veranda with two Doric columns, and an upstairs 
porch guarded by a richly ivy patterned iron-grille railing, crested with 
small fleur de lis. The veranda, unlike the one at the front; does not 
run the full breadth of the house, but is bound at either end by a small 
room on both the first and second floor. An outside staircase winds up 
from the first floor veranda to the porch above.

The roof is hipped and there are three chimneys• A small cupola on the 
roof has two windows on all sides and is encircled with a baluster.

Both upstairs and down, a T-shaped hall divides the arrangement of the 
rooms. A central hall runs the full length of the mid-section, and the 
left side is cut into half by still another hall.

The large drawing room (20*x 30')'0n the first floor is formed by this 
division of halls. The cornice of this room has large plaster rosettes 
widely spaced at the bottom and tiny ones closely formed at the top. 
large metal piece serves as the cornice for the pier mirror and 
length windows at the front. This same pattern is carried out 
cornices of the side windows and the mirror overhanging the 
mantel.
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~7. Description continued

Across the hall at the front, the parlor is separated from the dining 
hall by a broad opening with a free-standing Corinthian column on either 
side.

The staircase, which is a straight-run stairway, flanks, not the central 
hall, but the abbreviated one at the backside of the drawing room.

A spiral staircase connects the second floor with the cupola. This 
staircase is constructed around a central core post which extends the 
entire height of the stair-well, and around it the treads wind.

The house has been furnished with appropriate antiques.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Sturdivant Hall is one of Alabama's best known examples of Greek 
Revival architecture. It was built in much the same variation of style 
as several of the Natchez mansions, with a striking similarity in parts 
to historic Stanton Hall.

The mansion was erected in IJJ^ on land purchased by Edward T. Watts. 
Architect for the structure was Thomas Helm Lee of Selma, a cousin of 
General Robert E. Lee. Watts, who was a member of the Selma City Council 
in 1857, lived in the home with his family until he moved to Texas in 
1864.

At that time the property was sold to John Parkman, President of the 
First National Bank of Selma, for $65,000. The bank, which had on de­ 
posit large sums of government money, became engaged in cotton specu­ 
lation. Losses sustained from this speculation caused the Commander of 
the Federal troops in Selma, to take possession of the" bank and arrest 
its president. Parkman was imprisoned in Cahaba and drowned attempting 
to escape.

In 1870 the property was sold to Emile Gillman, a prominent Selma 
merchant for $12,500. It remained in the hands of the Gillman family 
until the fall of 19.57, when it was- purchased by the City of Selma from 
Mrs. Augusta Gillman Bibb and Mrs. Adolph Gillman Russell for $75,000.

Much of the money for the purchase of the home came from the estate 
of Robert Daniel Sturdivant, whose will made provisions for setting up 
a museum in the City of Selma. The remainder of the money came from the 
City Council of Selma and the Dallas County Board of Revenue.

Sturdivant Hall is operated as a museum by the Sturdivant Museum 
Association.
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