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The proposed Walnut Street Historic District is a remarkably cohesive one-block-long 
cluster of corrnnercial buildings, all built within a thirty year period from 1885 to 
1912. They demonstrate a high degree of architectural integrity at second floor levels, 
modified only by typical mid-twentieth century modernizing of street level entries and 
display spaces. A permanently constructed continuous one-story sidewalk canopy, built 
cooperatively by a merchant's association in the mid-1960's, is the only questionable 
intrusion upon the integrity of the district. 

Seventeen of the twenty properties in the proposed district fall correctly under the 
stylistic description of Italianate and, with two exceptions, were built between the 
years of 1885 and 1912. As opposed to other areas of the central business district, 
this block has suffered no serious damage from fires. Only one building has been 
totally destroyed by fire and its one-story replacement has been categorized as non­
contributing. Four of the largest buildings have been constructed with white limestone 
trim-- quoins, window heads, parapet trim, etc., a feature which visually enriches the 
district. One serious loss of architectural integrity exists at 109-11 Walnut, the 
Rogers Opera House. In recent years all of its architectural details have been removed 
from the front facade and replaced with stucco and light colored paint. No visual 
kinship with other Italianate neighbors now exists. The building still retains remnants 
of a small opera house on its second floor, built c. 1895 and enlarged in 1917; however, 
this building has been labelled non-contributing. 
Brick street paving is another interesting feature of the district. Laid in the late 
1920's, the brick surfacing has never been covered with asphalt and emains a stable and 
rather rare example of brick. street paving, a technique now regardad as OQSOlete. 

BOUNDARI.F.S 

The proposed district includes all of one city block of West Walnut Street running 
east and west between First and Second Streets. The district extends east beyond 
First Street to include two adjacent properties on the north side of Walnut, and 
extends west beyond Second Street to include the first property on the south side 
of Walnut. Although there are several other corrnnercial buildings outside this 
district already listed on the National Register, as well as several additional 
buildings worthy of listing, those buildings are separated from this cohesive 
block by distance and by other non-contributing structures or vacant lots, which 
makes their inclusion in this district inappropriate. 
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The proposed Walnut Street Historic District is a cohesive group of buildings which 
architecturally represents the early period of Rogers' growth. 

The city began to develop soon after the railroad arrived in 1881, and its business 
district expanded from the area of the tracks which run along First Street. Walnut 
Street became the main conmercial thoroughfare, and the buildings between First and 
Second Streets still reflect the period when they were constructed, 1885-1912. 

The proposed district is significant for the architectural picture it gives of a small­
town commercial area in the years around the tum-of-the-century. Italianate detailing 
was most conman on conmercial buildings of the period, and Walnut Street is no 
exception. Limestone trim on some of the buildings testifies to the popularity of the 
use of that material in the city of Rogers. A masonry contracting partnership which 
came to Rogers in 1895 (C.R. Crowe and John Myler) was noted for its persistent use 
of limestone with brick. That firm, along with another team of masons, the Matthews 
brothers, constructed all of the brick and stone buildings of the city for half a 
century. 

Sanborn insurance maps for the district are available recording conditions of the 
district in 1896, 1901, 1908, 1914, and 1923. Sidewalk canopies are indicated on 
almost all these maps, confirming in principle the historic validity of the canopies 
built in 1968 and still in place. Period photographs of the district indicate these 
canopies were typically insubstantial in their design, of corrugated metal roofing 
supported by light frames of slender metal columns and horizontal framing members. 
Other photographs and testimony of elderly informants indicate the canopies were 
erected and dismantled according to the whims of owners or tenants. Some replacements 
were canvas awnings. 

The richness of the architectural features which remain on the upper stories of the 
Walnut Street buildings, combined with the historical aesthetic provided by original 
brick street paving, produces an effect which is not compromised by modern sidewalk 
canopies. While other individual conmercial buildings with integrity can be found in 
Benton County, and have been included in this multiple resource area nomination, only 
the proposed Walnut Street Historic District survives as a collection of this type of 
architecture. 

WAI.NUT STREE'r filSI'ORIC DIS'.llUCT: 

89. Corner Landing Company Building- 117 East Walnut; c. 1885; a large two-story 
warehouse with exterior bearing walls of rusticated masonry and heavy timber interior 
construction; its rectangular mass, pierced by regularly-spaced windows at both floors, 
was originally a freestanding block, bound on its south and east by city streets and on 
its west by the Frisco railroad tracks. In recent years a one-story office has been 
added along the southeast elevation. The building forms the eastern anchor of the 
proposed historic district, and is one of the earliest structures built in the 1880's in 
response to the new railroad completed in 1881. 
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90. Rogers Wholesale Grocery Building- 101 East Walnut; c. 1908; a two-part 
building, with a one-story office block facing south on Walnut Street and a two­
story warehouse block at the rear. The office facade is a sophisticated 
composition of red brick and white limestone, with semicircular arches over the 
entrance and some of the windows; limestone coping outlines the cornice which 
forms a parapet above the flat roof. It was designed by A.O. Clark. 

91. Hills Auto Supply Building- 101 West Walnut; c. 1888; one of four adjacent 
corrnnercial fronts (91 through 94) which were constructed at the same time by the 
same building crews using identical plans, and possessing the same exterior 
details on the facade. Distinguished by bold corbelled brick cornice and 
segmental hood molds over second story windows, this building and its neighbors 
demonstrate the presence of capable craftsmen during this growing city's first 
decade. 

92. Walters Building, 103 W. Walnut; c. 1888- (see #91. above) 

93. Felts Family Shoe Store Building, 105 W. Walnut; c. 1888- (see #91. above) 

94. Shofner's Building No. 2, 107 W. Walnut; c. 1888- (see #91. above) 

95. Shofner's Building No. 1, 109 W. Walnut; c. 1890- Although similar in form 
to the four preceeding corrnnercial buildings (91-94), this structure possesses 
details which are sufficiently different from the others that one must concede it 
was built at a different time by a mason less bold. Two windows occupy its 
second floor instead of three and their segmental brick hood molds are less 
pronounced. A wide corbelled cornice can be described as delicate rather than 
vigorous, as are the corbelled cornices to the east. 

96. McCubbin Building, 111 West Walnut; c. 1958. NON-CONTRIBUTING. Original 
nineteenth century structure was remodelled in the 1950's. 

97. Rogers Hardware Building, 113 West Walnut; c. 1898; This building is the 
eastern portion of a large two-story three-part commercial block (#97-99) which 
faces south on Walnut Street. The large block is marked on its outer edges by 
rusticated stone quoins, and it is divided into its three bays by stone pilasters 
at the third points. Each of the three bays has three double-hung one-over-one 
windows spanned by limestone segmental arches. A projecting pressed metal 
cornice tops the brick facade. 

98. Southwest Power Company Building, 115 West Walnut; c. 1898; (see #97 above) 

99. A.D. Callison Building, 117 West Walnut; c. 1898 (see #97 above) 
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100. Elks Lodge Building, 121 West Walnut; c. 1912- This is a two-story block on 
the corner of Walnut and Second Streets which serves as a visual anchor for the 
row of commercial fronts on the north side of Walnut. This building's later 
construction date is reflected in the classical, rather than Italianate, 
influence of its detailing. Nevertheless, it was built in the familiar red brick 
and limestone language of the earlier buildings on the block and remains 
compatible. The unusually strong cornice line begins with dentilled classical 
molding in pressed metal, which is topped by a brick parapet, bounded by a 
central arch on the south facade and by quarter arcs at three corners. Four 
pairs of double-hung windows begin a regular rhythm on the second-floor front 
which turns the corner and continues along the Second Street elevation to the 
rear of the building. All windows at both levels have lintels and sills of 
smooth limestone. Five courses of rusticated limestone form a sturdy base along 
the west elevation. 

101. Juhre Building, 202 West Walnut, c. 1885- This is a tID-story brick 
commercial block exhibiting Italianate style influence, situated at the corner of 
Walnut and Second Streets. It takes advantage of this siting by having a 
diagonal corner entrance. Its exterior is unaltered except for the 1940's 
application of a glass surface bearing the Rexall identification. 

102. Union Block Building, 124 West Walnut; 1897- This is an appropriately 
scaled two-story commercial block. The building occupies two commercial lots in 
width, a feature which is expressed at second floor level by syrrnnetrical halves 
outlined by rusticated limestone quoins at the outer corners and a stone pilaster 
at the center. Each of the halves has three slender double-hung windows with 
stone lintels and sills. The front is topped by a modest pressed metal cornice 
with equally modest finials at either end. Below the cornice is a three-part 
horizontal band centered by a stone title block, flanked by corbelled panels of 
the same height. The Second Street elevation is notable for its strong band of 
closely spaced windows at the second floor, matching in details those of the 
front facade. 

103. Davison's Shoes Building, 120 West Walnut; c. 1950. NONCONTRIBUTING. A 
one-story commercial block which replaced original 1890's structure. 

104. Stroud Mercantile Building, 114-116 West Walnut; 1898- This is a two-story 
brick and limestone commercial block occupying two business lots on the south 
side of Walnut Street. Its facade is divided into three bays by rusticated 
limestone pilasters, the central bay being somewhat wider than the side bays. 
Four double-hung windows of the central bay and pairs of windows in the side bays 
are given special accent by segmental arches outlined by a thin continuous course 
of limestone. A bold projecting pressed-metal cornice tops the front facade. 
Heavy voluted capital-like forms cap the stone pilasters, giving strong 
definition to the three bays. The east elevation (parallel to a service alley) 
continues the sophistication of the front design with a heavy corbelled brick 
cornice at the roof, a corbelled belt course defining the second floor level, and 
segmental brick arches over regularly-spaced windows, repeating the undulating 
line over the windows of the front facade. The building was constructed as and 
has remained the location for the H.L. Stroud Company. 
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105. Golden Rule Building, East and West, 110-112 West Walnut; c. 1894- Among 
the earliest two-story brick properties on the south side of Walnut Street, the 
upper story brick facade is punctuated by five slender double-hung windows and 
topped by a projecting cornice of pressed metal. The ground floor is divided 
into two corrrnercial spaces which are separated by a stairway which leads to the 
second story offices. 

106. Our Place Building, 108 West Walnut; c. 1890- A two-story brick corrmercial 
building facing north on Walnut Street. Its three-bay second floor facade has 
been painted a light color in recent years, concealing its original similarity to 
other red brick buildings on the street. Ornamental window-heads and a pressed­
metal projecting cornice give the building a close Italianate kinship with the 
adjacent Golden Rule Building and to most of the other buildings of the district. 

107. Rogers Opera House Building, 110 West Walnut; c. 1895. NONCONTRIBUTING. 
Although original interior features of the building remain on the second story, 
1960's remodelling has damaged its integrity irreversibly. 

108. Citizens Bank Building, Walnut and First Streets, c. 1902- This is a three­
story brick commercial block which forms the eastern end of the proposed 
district. Although its longest elevation is parallel to First Street, the 
building acknowledges its role as a corner building by having a corner entrance. 
A sturdy cast iron collilTIIl supports the corner of the building which projects over 
the recessed corner entry. The extra height of the building is emphasized by 
closely-spaced, slender double-hung windows at both upper floors. The windows, 
topped by ornate cast iron lintels, form three bays on the narrow north facade 
and five bays along the east elevation. These windows heads, along with the 
projecting pressed metal cornice, contribute importantly to the building's role 
as eastern anchor of the proposed district. 
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117 East Walnut Street 

90. Rogers Wholesale Grocery Building 
101 East Walnut 

91. Hills Auto Supply Building 
101 West Walnut 

92. Walters Building 
103 West Walnut 

93. Felts Family Shoe Store Building 
105 West Walnut 

94. Shofner's Building No. 2 
107 West Walnut 

95. Shofner's Building No. 1 
109 West Walnut 

96. McCubbin Building 
111 West Walnut 

97. Rogers Hardware Building 
113 West Walnut 

98. Southwest Power Company Building 
115 West Walnut 

99. A.D. Callison Building 
117 West Walnut 

Property owner: 

Corner Landing Company 
117 East Walnut Street 
Rogers, AR 72756 

Dollar Saver, Inc. 
101 East Walnut Street 
Rogers, AR 72756 

Mr. Charles McCrory 
113 West Walnut Street 
Rogers, AR 72756 

Carl Walters 
118 West Walnut Street 
Rogers, AR 72756 

Andy Felts 
105 West Walnut Street 
Rogers, AR 72756 

Mr. Jim Shofner 
1318 Centennial Drive 
Rogers, AR 72756 

Mr. Jim Shofner 
1318 Centennial Drive 
Rogers, AR 72756 

Charles Gocio 
104 South Main Street 
Bentonville, AR 72712 

Charles McCrory 
113 West Walnut Street 
Rogers, AR 72756 

Marion Bunyard 
812 Surrmit Loop 
Rogers, AR 72756 

Marion Bunyard 
812 Summit Loop 
Rogers, AR 72756 
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100. Elks Lodge Building Paul Parks 
121 West Walnut 121 West Walnut Street 

Rogers, AR 72756 

101. Juhre Building K. Petway 
202 West Walnut 202 West Walnut Street 

Rogers, AR 72756 

102. Union Block Building Rex Spivey and Beck Scott 
124 West Walnut One Rivercliff Road 

Rogers, AR 72756 

103. Davison's Shoes Building Carl Walters 
120 West Walnut 118 West Walnut Street 

Rogers, AR 72756 

104. H. L. Stroud Mercantile Co. Building Mrs. Harold Wardlow 
114-116 West Walnut Street 636 North E Street 

Rogers, AR 72756 

105. Golden Rule Buildings Mr. Tom Mayfield 
110-112 West Walnut Street 909 South 19th Street 

Rogers, AR 72756 

106. Our Place Building Frank Hungerford 
108 West Walnut 102 Tulsa Drive 

Rogers, AR 72756 

107. Rogers Opera House Mr. Fred Hunt 
110 West Walnut 1000 Skyline Drive 

Fayetteville, AR 72701 

108. Citizens Bank Building Mr. Fred Hunt 
Walnut and First Streets 1000 Skyline Drive 

Fayetteville, AR 72701 
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Beginning at a point at the corner of North 2nd Street and West Walnut Street, 
proceed north on North 2nd 130 feet, thence proceed east 335 feet to North 1st 
Street. Thence proceed north on North 1st Street 100 feet, thence proceed east 
265 feet, and thence proceed south 200 feet to East Walnut Street. Thence 
proceed west on East Walnut 265 feet to South 1st Street. Thence proceed south 
on South 1st Street 110 feet, thence proceed west 165 feet, thence proceed south 
70 feet, thence proceed west 200 feet, thence proceed north 70 feet, thence 
proceed west 100 feet, thence proceed north 165 feet to West Walnut Street, and 
thence proceed east 100 feet to the point of beginning. 

~ NAME 

Rogers, Ark. 

~ SCAIE 

1:24000 

UlM REF.ERF2CE 

Zone Easting Northing 
a. 15 399730 4021280 
b. 15 399740 4021320 
c. 15 399845 4021300 
d. 15 399850 4021330 
e. 15 399940 4021320 
f. 15 399925 4021250 
g. 15 399840 4021260 
h. 15 399840 4021220 
i. 15 399790 4021220 
j. 15 399780 4021200 
k. 15 399720 4021205 
1. 15 399720 4021225 
m. 15 399700 4021210 
n. 15 399700 4021270 
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The revised resource count for the Rogers Commercial Historic District is: 
 
  Contributing  Non-contributing 
 
Buildings      12          6 
Sites            1 
Structures 
Objects 
Totals       12          7 
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In the original nomination for the Rogers Commercial Historic District, the Rogers Opera House Building at 
104 West Walnut was considered to be non-contributing to the District due to the installation of a slipcover 
on the building.  However, the building should now be considered to be a contributing resource.  A recent 
project removed the slipcover, exposing the original façade that was underneath.  As a result, the building is 
considered to be a contributing resource in the Rogers Commercial Historic District. 
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Photo Log 

 

Name of Property:   Rogers Commercial Historic District – Rogers Opera House at 104 West Walnut 
Street 
 
City or Vicinity:  Rogers 
 
County:  Benton County   State:  Arkansas  
 
Photographer:  Mason Toms 
 
Date Photographed:  December 13, 2018 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of camera: 
 
1 of _3_.  View of the south façade of the building, looking northwest. 
 
2 of _3_.  View of the north façade of the building, looking south. 
 
3 of _3_.  View of the north façade of the building, looking southeast. 
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Figure 1:  Rogers Opera House Building at 104 West Walnut Street, June 24, 2007. 
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Figure 2:  Rogers Opera House Building at 104 West Walnut Street, June 7, 1984. 
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property. 
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